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By Sir Francis Drake

Disturb us, Lord!

garden

Disturb us, Lord, 
When we are too pleased with ourselves, 

When our dreams have come true 
Because we dreamed too little, 

When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

 
Disturb us, Lord, 

When with the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim. 

 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 

To venture on wilder seas 
Where storms will show Your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 

 
We ask you to push back 

The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push back the future 

In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
This we ask in the name of our Captain, 

Who is Jesus Christ.
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Strangely, he didn’t hesitate to call 
himself a devil. He kept telling 

the people that because they know him, 
they should prefer the devil to an angel. 
‘You should vote for a known devil rather 
than an unknown angel.’ But the people of 
Sri Lanka did what they had to do with the 
devil. They drove him out. 

Quite a few were apprehensive about 
Pope Francis visiting Sri Lanka at the time 
of  presidential elections. But when the 
Pope arrived, Mahinda Rajapaksa was not 
there. Does it have to do with what they 
now call ‘the Francis effect’? There was a 
new President to welcome him.

When Rajapaksa called for the 
elections, nobody could have expected that 
the autocrat could be voted out. His hold 
on power seemed unshakable. Everyone 
thought that nothing could be done about 
his repressive, authoritarian government. 
But on 08 Jan people marched to the 
polling centres and peacefully voted him 
out. There are reports that he attempted a 
coup to remain in office, but failed. When 
the news broke, it was hard to believe that 
he was gone. 

So once again there is hope for peace 
and progress in this beautiful little island. Its 
bloody history, however, has plenty of lessons 
for people everywhere.

What  could the  lessons  be? 
Discrimination, whatever it may be based 
on - race, religion, language, colour, or 
caste -, is against God’s will for humanity. 
God cannot allow of some of his children 
to claim superiority over others and deny 
them their rights. Discrimination breeds 
opposition. If you  are lucky, the opposition 
may be non-violent, as it happened in India, 
with Mahatma Gandhi giving the world the 
priceless tool of non-violence. Sometimes 
it may begin with violence and later get 
wiser, and embrace non-violence, as it 
happened in South Africa. In other places 
it may remain violent and lead to senseless 
deaths and destruction on both sides, as it 
happened in Sri Lanka.

Discrimination, therefore, is not 
merely stupid, but suicidal. It denies justice 
to some groups and so drives away peace 
and with it progress. Unity is strength. If you 
deliberately cause disunity and division, 
then forget peace and progress. This is 
what President Obama said clearly on the 
last day of his recent visit to India, with 

FEBRUARY 2015
India’s Prime Minister, Narandra Modi, by 
his side. Modi himself, in his Independence 
Day address, asked for a moratorium on 
communal and casteist violence in order to 
focus on progress and development. That 
he maintains a deafening silence when his 
colleagues say and do things that threaten  
human rights and rights of the minorities 
guaranteed by the country’s Constitution, 
is a different story (See p. 13)

If the first lesson is about discrimination, 
the second is about dictatorship and 
democracy. There are individuals and 
parties everywhere who acquire political 
power exploiting democratic structures 
and later subvert them without any scruple 
for personal and political gains. Hitler is a 
glaring example. When such people unleash 
a mayhem, if the majority choose to turn a 
blind eye, then dissent is strangled. Citizens 
disappear. Journalists are killed. Judges are 
silenced. Nightmares continue. 

Amanda Taub, writing for Vox (28 Jan 
‘15), was forthright: “Sri Lankan President 
Rajapaksa, in office since 2005, was an 
authoritarian ruler known for his brutality 
towards anyone who threatened his power. 
Although he was an elected leader, he 
consolidated his control over the country 
through tactics that included installing 
family members in key governmental 
positions, silencing journalists critical of 
his regime, and employing torture and 
forced disappearances against human rights 
activists.” 

Eventually the silent, colluding (or 
helpless) majority too pay a heavy price. 
Sooner or later people cry out and God 
hears their cry. “He has brought down 
rulers from their thrones...” (Lk 1:52). This 
time the change was not engineered by 
grassroots movements or rights activists. 
These were brutally suppressed. The change 
occurred because a colleague - Sirisena - got 
tired of what he saw happening in and to 
his country. Once he switched sides, the rest 
were wise to join him.  

Sri Lanka, therefore, has lessons for 
autocrats and dictators everywhere. 

While  thanking God for  the 
miraculous change that has happened 
in Sri Lanka, everyone should focus on 
reconciliation, righting the past’s wrongs 
and building peace and unity. This is exactly 
what Pope Francis did in Sri Lanka (See p. 
12).             - M.A.J.A.
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What we need is 

A NEW VISION

cover feature
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By Julian Fernandes, SJ
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Context
Kairos moment: God intervenes at 

a significant moment in history.  It is a 
grace, a free gift of God, gratia gratis data, – 
but also calls for our willing cooperation.  
In this dialectic of a refreshing newness, 
both sides are important, especially in 
the Ignatian vision.  It is a meeting point 
of God and us (“The Holy Spirit and 
we have decided…” (Acts 15:28).  If our 
response is generous, radical, total (cf. 
the ‘third class of men, Sp. Ex. 155; also “Take, 
Lord, receive .. all I have and possess…), we can 
experience the consolation of the Spirit, 
the ‘joy of the Gospel’ (Pope Francis).  If 
our response is half-hearted, mediocre, 
the Kairos moment will pass us by, and 
we will have missed a great opportunity 
that beckons us, we will get stuck and 
not move ahead.

 We need to re-discover, really 
recover in practice, our Jesuit vocation 
to the Universal Society of Jesus.  We all 
know well and often repeat that we join 
the Society of Jesus, not a province, and are 
available to be sent anywhere on mission.  
Our personnel and financial resources are 
at the service of the universal Society, at 
the disposal of our Fr General who has 
the authority to allocate them wherever 
they are most needed.  In our globalized 
world today this sense of universality 
becomes more urgent than ever before.

Provinces, province boundaries, 
province apostolic planning were practical 
administrative structures introduced as 
helps to greater apostolic effectiveness 
of the mission.  With the other genuine 
Jesuit value of thorough insertion in the 
area of our work, the Society developed 
over the centuries a strong tradition of 
vertical authority, with the Provincial 
enjoying complete autonomy in apostolic 
planning only within his own province, 
and accountable only to the General.  

Against this strong tradition of a 
vertical structure, the Society has been 

struggling, in the past 50 years, to re-affirm this universality in practice and 
hold the two valid opposite poles together in creative tension: the universal 
mission and full local insertion.  The last five General Congregations have been 
trying to introduce and gradually strengthen horizontal structures, and to find 
a healthy balance between the authority of the Provincial and the growing need 
for inter-provincial/international collaboration.  Fr Kolvenbach used to say that 
today no Provincial can be absolute, they are all Co-provincials.

In fact in the mid-70’s the South Asian assistancy was far ahead of 
the others, with the Provincial of India going beyond being merely the weak 
president of a weak conference, to becoming a real provincial with apostolates 
(common houses & works) under his direct authority.  Even then, despite the 
authority the statutes gave him, he had to beg for personnel and finances from 
the provincials, who were not easily ready to part with their best….  I believe 
that, while mutual cooperation has greatly improved over the past 4 decades, 
the basic structure has not changed radically even today in our assistancy.  Other 
assistancies have gone far ahead, merging provinces, networking on apostolic 
sectors, giving the conference moderator real authority to allocate personnel 
and financial resources on a more universal apostolic plan.  You are aware 
of the merger of provinces in Italy and in France in the 1980’s and 90’s; more 
recently in the US, in Spain and in Brazil; the growing apostolic collaboration 
among provinces in Latin America.  You must be aware, surely, also of the inter-
provincial apostolic cooperation that has grown in our neighbour East Asia 
in recent decades.  In the West this may have been forced by the diminishing 
numbers, but they were able to discern this painful situation as their Kairos and 
responded courageously and creatively to it. 

In my experience of 25 years in the JCSA (1980-2004), I have been witness 
to the failed efforts of Arrupe in 1979-81 (Arrupe prodding the JCSA at the Sri 
Lanka JCSA meeting in 1979: “I can do it with the stroke of a pen, but I want 
your cooperation.”)  and Kolvenbach in 1996-97, to get the provincials of India to 
re-work their province boundaries in a more rational way for greater apostolic 
effectiveness.   I have also witnessed the positive development of the horizontal 
structures in other Jesuit provinces and assistancies.  Understandably, in some 
cases there was resistance from several units at first, no doubt, but the search and 
the discernment did not stop.   God has blessed these bold and well discerned 
decisions with genuine spiritual and apostolic renewal in those areas.  

On the basis of my experience, what do I believe is a possible vision towards 
which we need to move? What do I think blocks us from moving there? What 
process of discernment can we initiate to reach there?

New Vision Needed: Radical Re-structuring
For our large assistancy, with such diversity of cultures, languages, 

apostolic challenges, economic conditions of the areas (some states or cities 
so advanced, others left far behind, educationally as well as in other benefits of 
economic growth), it may not be easy to find a totally satisfactory structure, 
acceptable to all units.  However, beyond the mere “second class” type of 
adjustments in existing structures, I believe it is time now to move to another, 
more universal level of structures that promote the universal mission of the 
Society for the whole assistancy.   Ever since GC-35 Fr General has been 
repeatedly urging us to see how we can renew ALL our structures in response 
to the challenges to our mission today.



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India FEBRUARY 2015                                6

cover feature

What we need first and foremost 
is to empower the Provincial of South 
Asia with real authority over personnel and 
funds, as well as in apostolic planning anywhere 
in the assistancy.  This would ensure both 
a common apostolic discernment of our 

mission and choice of ministries in and 
for the whole assistancy, and the use of 
our resources in the most effective way.

The Italian and French model (one 
real provincial for the whole country, in 
some cases and/or at some stage with 
three or four large dependent regions 
governed by regional superiors, under 
the authority of the one provincial) may 
at first look difficult for our situation.  
However, it is worth studying their 
statutes to see which specific areas of 
collaboration suit our situation best.  

The U.S. model may have much 
to offer us.  Some U.S. provinces are 
in the process of being merged, and I 
understand that the president of the 
conference has real authority to move 

men and resources where they are 
needed, across province boundaries.  
The overall apostolic planning takes 
place primarily at the conference 
level, followed by a very high rate of 
implementation of decisions taken 

there, and accounting to the conference, 
by the provincials.  Men trained for, 
and active in, diverse apostolic sectors 
are a common pool in the shared 
database, assigned where they can be 
most effective for the overall good of 
the apostolate.  Financial resources and 
needs of the provinces are an open book, 
and funds are shared generously with 
provinces and apostolates that do not 
have enough , and also with provinces 
in other parts of the developing world.

Obstacles, Blocks
In our assistancy we have created 

too many provinces, mainly on the 
basis of loyalty to the overseas mother 
provinces which first established these 
missions, and from which the daughter 

still depends for funds.  Even though 
most provinces have no more foreign 
missionaries left, who were the channel 
of funds from the mother provinces, the  
loyalty to that identity and the bond 
with it remains strong, and some fund 

raising systems are still in place in those 
overseas provinces.

The apostolic planning of each 
province has been going on almost 
exclusively at the intra-province level, 
with only very marginal attention, if 
any, given to common, inter-provincial 
and international needs, even urgent 
and mandatory ones.  Our common 
houses, particularly the theologates, 
are the worst affected, because highly 
trained, excellent theology professors 
are confined to small regional theology 
centres.

We have the security  and 
“comfort” of numbers.  But is not our 
false self-assurance in our numbers 

It is worth studying the Italian and French statutes
to see which specific areas of collaboration suit our 
situation best.  The U.S. model may have much to offer us.  
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preventing us from seeing our Kairos 
moment?  May be, with mediocre men 
we are filling our mediocre apostolates 
that are no different from, no better 
(sometimes worse) than, others; just 
oiling the old machine, smug about our 
self-sufficiency and old reputations.  … 
A community or a province (or even 
a conference of provincials), too, can 
be in a prolonged state of ‘desolation’ 
without being aware of it, as much as 
an individual Jesuit.

One question we need to face 
is the quality of the men we admit, 
promote and assign to apostolic works.  
How many Jesuits possess the personal 
and spiritual qualities expected of a 
Jesuit, with our spirit of magis and 
excellence, with the Ignatian interior 
freedom and availability to be sent 
anywhere on mission?  How many 

have the typical Jesuit characteristic of 
adaptability and creative ingenuity to 
adjust to any culture and challenging 
situation, to learn a different language, 
to be intellectually alert?  

Some provinces have a large 
number of “retired” Jesuits, – retired 
from the institutions they served, and 
effectively retired from life, – who could 
still be useful in other areas, but may be 
unwilling to move to another culture 
and language area. … Is it not better to 
be strict in admission and promotion 
from one stage of formation to another, 
so that we have a smaller number of 
well-qualified and motivated Jesuits, 
who will make a difference?  With a 
fairly large number of mediocre men 
setting the tone and pulling down the 
rest, our communities and apostolates 
seem to exhibit nothing that is Jesuit-
specific.

These, I believe, are some of 
the major blocks to any change of 
structures.  We need to look at them 
honestly and squarely in the face.  Let 

me propose a wild dream. Watch your 
inner movements and reactions to 
what I say, and discern where those 
movements come from: the good spirit 
or the evil spirit!

Way Ahead, Strategies to Reach 
this Goal

One crucial strategy to achieve 
this would be to reduce the number of 
provinces and downgrade every provincial 
to a vice-provincial, dependent on the 
POSA, with this vice-provincial’s 
authority within the vice-province 
much curtailed.  Within the new 
structure, all major decisions are taken 
in the POSA consult, of which the 
vice-provincials are members, and the 
principle of subsidiarity is respected 
at all levels, to guard against over-
centralization. … In the coming decade 
I foresee a significant reduction of 
numbers in most of our provinces; if 
we are as strict as we ought to be in 
admission and in demanding the best 
from those in formation, the number will 
inevitably – and healthily – come down.

Could we come back to the idea 
mooted by Arrupe and Kolvenbach 
of reducing the number of provinces by 
merging provinces within the same 
state or provinces that have socio-

In our assistancy we have created too many provinces, 
mainly on the basis of loyalty to the overseas provinces 
which first established these missions.  
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cultural similarities?  We have four 
“zones”, North, Central, West and 
South, formed not only on the basis 
of geographical contiguity, but also 
of similarity of cultural and apostolic 
characteristics.  This seems to suggest, 
to my imagination at least,  the 
possibility of mergers, re-organization 
of province boundaries….   I can well 
imagine no more than just five or six 
such vice-provinces. … On a lighter 
vein let me add that Fathers Provincial 
need not worry that they will lose 
their jobs.  The process of discernment 
and radical re-organization will take 
about three years. …  I suggest that new 
provincials to be appointed in the near 
future be given only a three year term, 
to keep open the option for a thorough 
re-structuring. 

If we really trust the Spirit, the 
source of our Kairos moment, we shall 
have the strength and courage to hand 
over to others or close down institutions and 
works that do not fulfill – have long been 
perceived as not fulfilling – the Society’s 
mission.  This will liberate us for the 

Jesuit-specific apostolates. (On this 
policy, you may want to look at Kohima 
Region’s experience.)

I know that your minds will 
immediately conjure up difficulties, 
problems, resistances, obstacles.  
Conjure them up, certainly, but be 
aware of their origin, orientation and 
fruit in an Ignatian discernment.  Face 
them and weigh them along with the 
grace of real renewal such a move will 
bring to our Jesuit life and mission in 
the assistancy. 

The renewal we are looking for 
is not just a little adjustment here 
and there (= compromise,  men of the 
second class, Sp. Ex. No. 154: They want to rid 
themselves of the attachment, but they wish 
to do so in such a way that they retain what 
they have acquired, so that God is to come 

to what they desire, and they do not decide 
to give up the sum of money in order to go 
to God, though this would be the better way 
for them.).  “Mediocrity has no place in 
Ignatius’ worldview” (GC-35, quoting 
Kolvenbach).  A radical change or 
shift we are all looking for demands 

interior freedom, at the individual and 
corporate level – eyes fixed on what 
the Spirit is asking of us – solum Deum 
quaerant.  

At the individual level: each major 
superior and every member of the 
province/region.

At the corporate level :  the 
thinking and the best desires of 
province/region as a whole, climaxing 
at the JCSA body.

We need to evolve a vision that 
captures the imagination of every Jesuit 
of the assistancy.

This desire for a new vision, or 
the desire of the desire for one, calls 
for interior readiness to let go of even 
very successful models and structures, 
attachment to which blocks us from 
searching for the magis, a new model, 

new structures, all at the service of our 
mission.  It is a search – and it can be an 
agonizing search.  

We need a serious, well-planned process 
of communal discernment at every level in the 
next year and half, involving communities 
and apostolic teams, with the Province 

Men trained for, and active in, diverse apostolic sectors in 
the country are a common pool in the shared database, 
assigned where they can be most effective.  
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from civil and ecclesiastical authorities 
and even from our best friends?”

Pain is a necessary concomitant 
experience of letting go, letting God 
take charge, look to the future.  The 
most painful moments in the history 
of the Society were also apostolically 
the most creative periods.  “Wherever 
in the Church, in the most difficult 
and extreme fields, in the crossroads 
of ideology, in the frontlines of social 
conflict, where there has been a 
confrontation between the deepest 
desires of the human person and the 
perennial message of the Gospel, there 
there have been and there are Jesuits.” 
(Paul VI to GC-32, repeated by successive 
Popes) 

Fr Julian Fernandes, SJ (KAR), a former 
Regional and General Assistant, is currently the 
Acting Superior of the Jesuit House in Guwahati. 
He can be contacted at: julian38@gmail.com
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Congregations and GC-36 as high points. 
Without such a process, our 

efforts can only be superficial, meeting 
and yielding to resistance at every 
point – often unconscious resistance to 
change, under the guise of good!

To respond courageously to the 
grace of the Kairos moment, we need 
to experience the ‘consolation’ of the 
Spirit healthily disturbing and stirring 
us, shaking us out of our complacency 
and settled ways.  We need apostolic 
courage to be disturbed. We need to 
recall St Francis Drake’s poem. (See p.2)

Recall the inspiring vision of GC-
35, D-1, No. 6: … the Holy Father definitively 
placed the future of our mission before us … 
which leads to discover new horizons and reach 
new social, cultural and religious frontiers.   
As Fr Adolfo Nicolás noted in his words to 
the Holy Father, these frontiers can be places 
of conflict and tension that threaten our 
reputation, our peace and our security.

What exactly are the elements of 
this Kairos today?  What are the new 
frontiers that beckon us, for which we 
would be ready to joyfully sacrifice our 
securities, our comfort zones, “all we 
have and possess”?

 What radical re-structuring of 
the assistancy and provinces do you 
consider necessary for effectively 
responding to the apostolic challenges 
of the assistancy and of the universal 
Society, in the true Ignatian/Jesuit 
spirit of universality?

And what are the structures and 
“successful” models, the blocks that 
prevent us from being open to the Spirit 
in true interior freedom?

Are we ready? 
Recall Arrupe’s prophetic words 

when GC-32 was about to vote on D-4 
on Preferential Option for the Poor, (20 
Dec 1974): “Our Congregation ought to 
be truly conscious that the justice of 
the Gospel should be preached through 
the cross and from the cross.  If we 
are serious about working for justice 
even to its ultimate consequences 

(and Ignatian evangelical radicalism 
does indeed require this of us), the 
cross will quickly be present, often 
accompanied by bitter pain.  For even 
if we be faithful to our priestly and 
religious chariism and work prudently, 
we shall see those rise up against us 
who do injustice in today’s industrial 
society, otherwise considered very 
fine Christians.; they will accuse us of 
Marxism and subversion, eventually 
withdraw their friendship from us, 
and hence their previous trust and 
economic support.  Are we really ready 
not only to write beautiful statements, 
but also to do something practical and 
real? …   Is our General Congregation 
ready to take up this responsibility and 
carry it to its ultimate consequences?  Is 
it ready to enter on a way of the cross 
that will bring us misunderstanding 

A community or a province (or even a 
conference of provincials), too, can be in a 
prolonged state of ‘desolation’ without being 
aware of it, as much as an individual Jesuit.
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Film festival in Hyderabad
WeMOCHANA, an initiative of Andhra Jesuit Province that 

tries to bring together youth and social communication,  organized 
a four day ViBGYOR Touring Film Festival on 08 - 12 Jan ‘15. It 
did it with the collaboration of Asmita Resource Centre for Women, 
which was founded by Human Rights activist, Vasant Kannabiran. 
The focus of the film fest was on the issues of livelihood, culture, 
environment, democracy, human rights, gender, identity, and 
secularism. 

For the first two days the festival was held in two colleges, 
namely, St. Francis College and St. Pious College in Hyderabad. 
On the other two days it was conducted for general public at 
Lamakaan, Bnajara Hills, Hyderabad. Prof. Haragopal inaugurated 
the festival at Lamakaan. Prof. Kancha Iliah was present for the 
screening of ‘Kandhamal Unresolved’ on 11 Jan and will chair the 
discussion on the film. 

The international film festival VIBGYOR is the largest 
alternate film festival 
in South Asia. Vasanth 
Kannabi ran,  soc ia l 
activist, and prominent 
feminist writer along 
with Shailendra Boora, 
a Jesui t  of  Andhra 
province and director of 
Kandhamal Unresolved’ 
were present along with 
the staff and students of 
the college. “Alternate 
films deal with real social 
issues and such films 
should be encouraged 
and promote the younger 
generation, because 
it’s the students and 
the younger generation 
which can make the 
country a better place 

to live, to deal with these social issues one must understand the 
problems and such problems can be brought into notice by these 
alternate films and documentaries,” said Vasanth Kannabiran while 
addressing the gathering. 

The event included the screening of My Body, My Weapon by 
Kavita Joshi which narrates the story of Irom Sharmila of Manipur 
who has been on a fast-on to-death for 11 years now against the 
Armed Forces (special powers) Act enforced in the region which 
lets the army arrest, shoot and even kill. The second film to be 
screened  was Kandhamal, Unresolved by Shailendra Boora which 
deals with communal violence against Christians by Kandhamal 
district, Orissa. The last film screened was Inshallah,Kashmir by 
Ashvin Kumar which narrates the story of contemporary Kashmir 
and the third degree torture inflicted by the armed forces on 
former militants, the disappearances and missing civilians based 
on suspicion. “The present day situation of the Kandhamal district 
is this, specially the struggles of the victims, denial of peace and 
justice, intimidation, hate campaigns and the relationship between 
Hindu and Adivasi Identity,” said Shailendra during the interactive 
session. “Good films make you feel good at the end, great films 
make you uncomfortable, and only when one is uncomfortable is 
when one starts thinking about the issue,”  he said. 

- Our correspondent

JEPASA Coordinators Meet
Twenty pastoral 

coordinators from the 
South Asian Assistancy 
a n d  e i g h t  p a s t o r s 
from Gujarat Province 
attended the JEPASA 
Meet held at Jeevan 
Darshan, Vadodara, 
Gujarat on 22-25 Aug 
‘14. 

First day’s theme 
was collaboration. Fr I.M. 
Raj, Superior, Jeevan 
Darshan presented the 
7 district communities’ perspectives on collaboration. The 
participants discussed in small groups the opportunities and 
areas for collaboration with the lay people and the obstacles to 
it. The groups felt that opportunities are provided by the Parish 
Council, Finance Committee, Basic Christian Communities and 
Youth Movements. They pointed out that one of the obstacles 
was the way pastors are regarded within the Society - as second 
class citizens. 

On the second day we discussed  ‘Building holistic and fully 
alive human communities that reach out to the world and creation 
at large’. Reflecting on this theme, we discussed four modules:: 
Ignatian Charism - Enhancing capacities to manage personnel 
and finance - Enhancing capacities to organization - Exercising 
leadership. A session on Institutional Implications was enriching. 
We discussed the degree of collaboration at various levels: 
Vision and goals - Managing People (personnel management, 
admission/recruiting, dismissal policies) - Managing programmes 
and activities to fulfill our goals- Financial Management 
-  Communication System - The ‘culture of the organsiation - 
Monitoring and evaluation.

We had a business session which focused on the pastoral 
ministry at the assistancy level. Discussing the strengths and 
weaknesses of our Jesuit parishes, the participants felt that the 
strengths were: availability to go to the frontier parishes where no 
one wants to go and often they are the poorest and remotest - the 
difference that the parishioners invariably see in our approach. 
Apart from the neglect suffered by the pastoral ministry there 
is a lack of collaboration between our educational and pastoral 
institutes and its men, even if we are in the same campus. - In 
some provinces, there is a policy  of ‘no investment’, as we may 
have to hand over the parishes to the diocese. We agreed that 
every Jesuit parish must have Parish Pastoral Councils, Finance 
committee, Youth apostolate. and Basic Christian Communities 
and Eco-logical concern groups

We recommended: one year of pastoral experience 
immediately after ordination for all Jesuits - mandatory courses in 
homiletics, youth ministry, counselling etc during formation - one 
model Jesuit parish in every province, publication of a handbook of 
Jesuit Pastoral ministry in South Asia, a resource book on Ignatian 
spirituality and a creatively done booklet on Jesuit spirituality that 
can be used in parishes and articles in Jivan on pastoral ministry. 
Helped by Fr Ronald Saldanah, Fr Gerard Conrad Rodricks, the 
JEPASA Secretary, did everything to make our stay pleasant and 
useful.                                         - Fr Arockiam Kulandai

jesuits - assistancy
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Fr M.J. Thomas, SJ (KER) is engaged in spiritual ministry at Centre 
for Religion and Culture at Kochi, Kerala.

By M.J.Thomas, SJ

During the first 18 years of my religious life I was 
somewhat faithful to the prayer ‘schedule’ of 

meditation and examination of conscience. My prayer was 
mostly at the head level. It was Fr. Bill Sampson, SJ who 
introduced me to affective type of prayer focussing on 
feelings. His method of reviewing prayer was answering the 
two questions at every step of prayer. The first question was 
‘what did you do?’ and the second ‘how did you feel?’ The 
transition was tough but after about 35 years I remember 
the joyful and electrifying effect of this kind of prayer, as I 
felt for the first time that God really loved me. I longed for  
more of this faith-experience that was not in my control. 
Who can ever have enough of it? Who can grasp, who can 
contain the whole range of God’s love (Eph.3.18-19)? 

The Gospels became the good news of God’s love for 
me, and every word and every action of the person of Jesus 
came alive to reveal God’s love. Jesus became God- in-the-
flesh, with human limitations, my brother and model.

Henri Nouwen’s wish for a Jewish friend of his 
touched me deeply. Nouwen wrote, “Fred, all I want to say 
to you is ‘You are the Beloved’, and all I hope is that you can 
hear these words as spoken to you with all tenderness and 
force that you can hold. My only desire is to make these 
words reverberate in every corner of your being-‘You are the 
Beloved’” Thereafter the staple of my prayer was listening-
in-faith to God telling me “You are my son. I love you 
deeply”. Praying became more and more easy and enjoyable 

as I considered that God was waiting for me with a smile.
As I continued to listen, every word of God became 

more and more meaningful. Sometimes it may be the word 
you- as you are now in all your uniqueness; or are- a very 
reassuring acceptance and affirmation; or my- very personal 
and intimate; or beloved- answering all the longings of the 
heart. 

There is a thirst in me to believe and fully absorb the 
fact that the God and Father of Jesus is also my God and 
my Abba (Jn. 20.17). To believe that God is to me what the 
prodigal son’s father was to his son: to believe that God is 
like the master who paid a whole day’s wage to the one who 
worked only for an hour! Changing slightly the words of 
Rabindranath Tagore I wish I could say: “Let my heart burn 
like fire with the idea ‘Thou art my Father’! Everyday let 
this be the one centre of all my thoughts that the Supreme 
Person ruling the whole universe is my Father.”

I became convinced that every other person, too, is 
God’s son or daughter, dear and precious to Him, deserving 
my respect and love. All that the Father wants of me is to 
listen (obey) to Jesus, and what Jesus wants of me is that 
I grow in love as He loved. Thus my identity and mission 
became clear: son of God and companion of Jesus, gratefully 
and enthusiastically committed to establishing God’s 
kingdom on earth.

Prayer helps me grow daily in the awareness that 
I am living in God’s world, made wondrously rich and 
varied for me, every leaf and flower, every drop of water 
and every grain of sand proclaiming God’s goodness and 
greatness. How much God is at work to preserve and 
improve God’s own handiwork despite human avarice and 
destructiveness! 

From my own experience I have come to believe that 
genuine prayer and worship will make us all grateful and 
energetic co-workers of God for peace and prosperity for 
all in this world.

“Let my heart burn 
like fire...”



between us

“Everyday let this be the one centre of all 
my thoughts that the Supreme Person 

ruling the whole universe is my Father.”
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It is indeed a great blessing for all 
of us in this little island nation, Sri 

Lanka, to have the rare privilege of a papal 
visit - especially when the Pope happens 
to be Pope Francis. 

On his arrival, Pope Francis was 
given a warm welcome with drums, 
dancers and a gun salute. He was 
received at Colombo’s international airport 
by Sri Lanka’s newly elected President, 
Maithripala Sirisena, who surprised 
the whole world by defeating Mahinda 
Rajapaksa in a historic election. The Pope 
said his visit and blessings were not limited 
to Catholics but to the entire population 
in Sri Lanka. He told Sri Lankans that 
peace would come only by ‘cultivating 
those virtues which foster reconciliation, 
solidarity and peace.’ He added that for 
Sri Lanka, the ‘pursuit of truth’ with regard 
to what happened in the civil war was 
important, ‘not for the sake of opening old 
wounds, but rather as a necessary means 
of promoting justice, healing and unity.’  

About 300,000 people lined the 
streets in Francis’ route from the airport, 
as he traveled  in his pope-mobile. Some 
had staked out positions since dawn,  
and a  large number of them  were non-
Christians! There were 40 costumed 
elephants lining the airport road, some 
of them reaching their trunks towards 
Pope’s jeep, which briefly came to a halt 
surrounded by crowds.  

On the day of his arrival, Pope 
Francis attended a conference alongside 
Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim leaders, 

jesuits - assistancy

providing a snapshot of inter-faith harmony. 
For most of the evening, Francis was clad 
in a saffron robe presented by a Hindu 
leader. Welcoming the Pope, a Buddhist 
monk said that Sri Lanka is a country 
that has the ability to make a valuable 
contribution towards world peace and 
religious and ethnic unity. The Pope told 
the gathering that he hopes his visit will 
“encourage and deepen the various forms 
of inter-religious cooperation” undertaken 
in recent years.

On the second day we had a seaside 
Mass in downtown Colombo for a festive 
crowd of about 500,000, many of whom 
had camped out overnight. Pope Francis 
arrived well ahead of time to greet the 
crowd, getting off his pope mobile to kiss 
the sick and handicapped. Bells rang out 
and the crowd erupted in applause when 
the Pope declared Indian-born Joseph Vaz 
a saint. He called Vaz “a powerful sign of 
God’s goodness and love for the people 
of Sri Lanka”. 

The Catholics of Sri Lanka gave 
Pope Francis seventy thousand dollars 
($ 70,000), collected from the people, as 
a gift for his charitable works. The person 
who handed over the gift told the Pope that 
Sri Lanka is a developing country, but the 
people wished to share their contribution 
with the Holy Father for his charities. 

Pope’s visit to Madhu – a Marian 
shrine that has for decades given Tamils 
shelter and refuge from bombing - was 
significant. “There are families here today 
which suffered greatly in the long conflict 

which tore open the heart of Sri Lanka,” 
said the Pope, urging reconciliation for “all 
the evil which this land has known.” Pope 
was presented a replica of the statue of 
Our Lady of Madhu. As he kissed it, some 
in the crowd cried,  “It is to this Mary we 
ran whenever we needed a refuge!”

 Pope Francis’s decision to visit Sri 
Lanka in January ahead of a stop in the 
Philippines was undoubtedly shaped by 
his desire to boost this nation’s recovery 
from a 30-year civil war that pitted 
communities against communities. So 
he made reconciliation his key message 
during the two-day visit. Many hope 
that his visit will provide impetus to 
reconciliation between the Tamil minority 
and Sinhalese majority in the country. As 
a good will gesture the government of Sri 
Lanka freed 692 prisoners to mark Pope’s 
visit to Sri Lanka.  Special postal stamps 
and coins too were issued.

As Pope Francis left, I guess the 
prayer that rose from the hearts of the Sri 
Lankan people mus t have been:  ‘Dear 
Holy Father, you have not visited even 
your native land, Argentina. But you chose 
to visit Sri Lanka, a tiny island in Asia 
which has been battered and bruised, Let 
us ask Saint Joseph Vaz “to intercede for 
us in heaven so that Sri Lanka may be 
able to achieve the miracle of peace soon.” 
We concede that “we are still far away 
from reaching that goal.” But, as you said 
recently in your New Year’s Day address, 
“peace is always possible.”’          

- Milroy Fernando, SJ

Pope Francis reveals 
The  Secret  of  Peace  in  Sri Lanka
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The wheel seems to have 
turned full circle. As 
chief minister of riot-
torn Gujarat in 2002, 

Narendra Modi was an embarrassment 
and a problem for Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s 
BJP-led coalition government at the 
Centre. Twelve years down the line, 
there are several leaders who seem 
to have taken inspiration from his 
unapologetic Hindutva at that time 
to become new manifestations of that 
period of history that he now cannot 

shrug off. The fact that the BJP has got 
a majority of its own at the Centre has 
only emboldened the so-called fringe 
elements who believe that they form 
the core of the new dispensation in 
which the mantra of governance and 
development enunciated by Modi docks 
with Hindutva.

By Saroj Nagi So, there are on the face of it 
two irreconcilable positions being 
taken ever since Modi came to power 
in May. As prime minister, Modi has 
perhaps realized that he cannot take 
the extreme stand associated with him 
either as chief minister or as a prime 
ministerial candidate. Immediately after 
he assumed power, he changed his tone 
and tenor, spoke of development and 
good governance, and — in what did 
not gel with the popular perception 
about him — called for an inclusive 
agenda and even a 10-year moratorium 
on caste and communal violence to put 
the country back on the track of high 

growth. Inevitably there were questions 
whether Prime Minister Modi was 
different from the prime ministerial 
candidate Modi.

And even if Modi is given the 
benefit of doubt of having evolved 
into a new persona in keeping with 
his new position and role, the ground 
reality clearly is very different. The 

BJP’s victory and Modi’s elevation 
have given a boost to the votaries of the 
Sangh ideology to act on their agenda 
of hammering society into a shape they 
want in full faith that they will not be 
punished.

So what do we have?
In a shocking statement that 

belies the connotation of her ministerial 
responsibilities or of the prefix sadhvi 
that she carries to her name, junior 
minister Niranjan Jyoti talked of 
‘Ramzades’ and ‘haramzades’ (children 
of Ram and illegitimate children), 
Lok Sabha MP Sakshi Maharaj hailed 
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassin Nathuram 

Godse as a ‘patriot’, UP Governor Ram 
Naik, who was nurtured in the Sangh 
ideology, called for the building of a 
Ram temple at Ayodhya, an issue that 
threatens to fuel communal passions, 
External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj urged that the Bhagwad Gita 
be declared as a ‘national book’ and 
the VHP launched its ‘ghar vapasi’ 

Effort to make 
development

a synonym
for Hindutva 
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programme of bringing Muslims and 
Christians back into the Hindu fold 
through religious conversions. There 
was moral policing in the name of love 
jihad and controversies over scrapping 
of Christmas holiday in schools to 
celebrate Vajpayee’s birthday on 25 
December as Good Governance Day and 
the ham- handed attempt to introduce 
Sanskrit as a third language in school 
syllabus. The list has been growing by 
the day — and there are at least four-
and-a-half more years to go at least.

On each of these issues, an angry 
opposition put the BJP in the dock, 
particularly in the Rajya Sabha where 
the ruling party is in a minority. On the 
backfoot, the government was forced to 
distance itself from these remarks, with 
Modi chiding his minister and MP for 
raising issues that stalled the legislative 
business which he wanted to push 
through in the short winter session that 
will conclude nearly next week. To quell 
the opposition’s anger in Parliament, 
the Sadhvi expressed regret and Sakshi 
Maharaj had to apologize at least four 
times before the House could function.

There is little doubt that it is 
because the Parliament session was on 
that there have been reports of Modi 
reprimanding his minister or MP or 
urging the RSS to keep the saffron 
leaders on the leash. The big question 
is what will happen once the session 

is over? There would be no pressure 
on Modi then to come out with a 
statement voicing his displeasure with 
such statements; indeed, elements 
who believe in pushing their agenda 
aggressively are likely to do so without 
any let or hindrance, more so if elections 
are round the corner be it in Bihar in 
2015, West Bengal in 2016 or Uttar 
Pradesh in 2017. After all, none of the 
leaders who have broken the cordon 
that Modi urged during his I-Day speech 
was punished with anything more than 

a rap on the knuckles and that too 
perhaps to mollify an angry opposition 
in Parliament.

Not surprisingly, the BJP’s critics 
believe that the seeming conflict 
between what Modi wants to project 
and what his colleagues want to 
implement is actually an exercise to 
turn development and governance into a 
synonym for Hindutva in which the PM 
represents one end of the spectrum and 
the likes of Sakshi Maharaj the other 
end. The fact that Modi himself has been 
nurtured by the Sangh ideology and has 
the mindset of a pracharak has only lent 
an added edge to this interpretation. 
More so, since it also fuels the long 
standing theory that the Sangh affiliates 
and acolytes deliberately speak in 
different and multiple voices so that, 
depending on the time and occasion, 



Courtesy: First Post

each strand is considered the dominant 
theme of the Hindutva narrative.

So, if Modi talks of his Mann 
ki Baat, his colleagues talk of their 
Dil Ki Baat; if Modi emphasizes an 
inclusivist approach, others pursue 
an exclusivist agenda based on the 
‘we-they’ differentiation in which the 
minorities are seen as distinct, unless 
they amalgate with the majority; if he 
in his prime ministerial role underlines 
a strife-free India for 10 years, the others 
visualize a decade of opportunities that 
they cannot afford to miss if they want 
to push their ideology and provide 
the foundation on which the new BJP 
government can build an edifice of an 
India that sets its faith on governance 
and development. This segment does 
not see Hindutva as an antithesis of 
good governance; for them the two are 
interchangeable--an impression that 
gains ground since such elements have 
gone unpunished. Recall how Sadhvi 
Niranjan Jyoti used her controversial 
remarks during her rallies even after she 
was forced to voice her regret over them 
in Parliament.

If Modi will be put through 
the scanner on how he deals with 
such remarks when Parliament is not 
in session, the Opposition, which 
took the easy route of stalling House 
proceedings, will also be on test on 
whether or to what extent it fights 
such elements at the ground level. Badly 
mauled by the marauding Modi during 
the elections, most of the opposition 
parties have yet to come to terms with 
the fate that has befallen them. They 
managed to put the ruling on the mat 
in Parliament. The question is whether 
they can pull themselves together to 
conduct public agitations and protests 
and force Modi to act against elements 
whose statements and actions threaten 
to divide society. The responsibility 
of marginalizing and defanging these 
elements lies as much on the opposition 
parties as on Modi.
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fail to see that St Thérèse was not hard 
on others, because she spent her energy 
being very hard on herself.

St Thérèse was an exceptionally 
scrupulous saint. It does not really fit 
Pope Francis’s reputation as a laissez-
faire liberal that he has such a love for 
a saint who was so strict. Surely, if 
he disagreed with the Little Flower’s 
stringent ways, he would not esteem 
her?

Reviewing the life of St Thérèse 
can make one feel very inadequate. Her 
humility was such that she smiled at 
the nuns who bullied her. Most of us 
are too full of self-importance to be 
kind to those who are unkind to us.

It could be that Pope Francis 
identifies with St Thérèse. The Pope 

has not always found life with his 
fellow Jesuits easy. In his case, he 
attracted jealousy because of his 
popularity, whereas in St Thérèse’s 
case, her fellow nuns looked down 
their noses at her.

It is a good sign that Pope Francis 
remains close to a saint who was so 
self-sacrificing. Perhaps St Thérèse’s 
greatest sacrifice was that her sister 
Pauline, who was a nun in the same 
convent, asked Thérèse to remain a 
novice. This was to assuage the fears 
of the other nuns that Thérèse and her 
family were taking over the Carmelite 
convent. St Thérèse agreed to remain 
a novice and never became a fully 
professed nun.

spirit matters

During the in-flight press 
conference  f rom Sr i 
Lanka to the Philippines, 

journalist Caroline Pigozzi gave Pope 
Francis a framed medallion bearing the 
image of St Thérèse of Lisieux.

Pope Francis revealed to the 
crowd of journalists that he had been 
praying to St Thérèse for his trip, “I 
asked also for this trip that, she’d take 
it in hand and that she would send me 
a rose. But instead of a rose she came 
herself to greet me.”

The Pope has a devotion to St 
Thérèse that goes back many years. 
When he was first elected Pope, the 
Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate 
wrote on the internet that they had 
seen Cardinal Bergoglio visit their 
church in Rome, so that he could spend 
time with the statue of St Thérèse. 
They saw him make a bee-line for the 
statue and kiss it on every visit.

The Pope has a strong devotion 
to a saint who suffered psychological 
agony. St Thérèse found life in her 
French convent oppressive. She had 
bouts of depression. Other nuns hen-
picked her but she made a special effort 
to be nice to one nun who was very 
unkind to her. One day a vase broke in 
the convent. St Thérèse was accused 
of breaking it. Even though, it was not 
her fault, she knelt down and begged 
forgiveness for it.

I have known a number of people 
who dismiss St Thérèse as a weakling 
who couldn’t stand up for herself and 
was ‘obsessed with small stuff’. They 

Pope Francis and the Little Flower
To be kind to those 

who are unkind to us
By Mary O’Regan

Courtesy: www.catholicherald.co.uk
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Research Seminar
on Samuel Rayan

A National Research Seminar on the Theology of Samuel 
Rayan SJ (KER) was conducted from 28 till 31. December 2014 
at Christ Hall, Calicut. It was organized by Kurien Kunnumpuram 
SJ, who edited in six volumes the significant theological articles 
of Rayan.  Though 94 years old, Rayan keeps pretty good health 
and hence he could attend the seminar. He was a silent listener to 
whatever the younger generation of theologians had to say about 
his contribution to the emerging Indian Theology. There was an 
atmosphere of great respect for this veteran theologian who shaped 
the mindset of many of the contemporary Indian theologians. 

Samuel Rayan was actively involved in the AICUF 
movement in the 1960s and has contributed much to the faith 
formation of a generation of Catholic laity, that today offers 
significant service to the civil society in India. In 1972 he moved 
to Delhi, where he taught  theology at Vidyajyoti for over 35 years. 
Now he spends the retirement phase of his life at Sameeksha 
Jesuit Centre, Kalady, Kerala. 

Samuel Rayan has been acclaimed as the most perceptive 
advocate of liberation theology in the Indian context. He has a 
very integrative approach with which he listens to the voice of the 
Spirit in peoples´ movements and struggles, in local cultures and 
religions, in the sublime heritage of India as well as the spiritual 
traditions of the Church. On his theological methodology he says: 
“We want theology to be a service to life and to human wholeness. 
It should be service to life at all levels – from the tiny blade of 
grass to the singing bird, to the growing baby, to the heights of 
rigorous thought and warm friendships, to the depths of mystic 
joy and divine darkness…Our theology will be at the service of 
those who work, suffer and hope, those who struggle for justice 
and human dignity for all women and men.”  

35 theologians attended the Research Seminar. There 
were 19 research papers which highlighted Rayan’s important 
concerns and themes. Some reflected on how he rereads the 
Bible in the Indian context and explores new dimensions of the 
mystery of Christ, the Spirit and the Church. Others focused on his 
theological methodology of getting inserted to liberative struggles 
of dalits, the tribals, the children and women. Some dwelt on the 
consequences of Rayan´s theology for moving to the boundaries 
with the vision of a new society.  

What Rayan communicates in writing he lives - with a 
genuine simplicity of life and availability to each and everyone that 
comes in contact with him. This graceful way of getting aged is 
something we all can dream of!                    - S. Painadath, SJ

“Kolvenbach library is world 
class,” says Mr N. Ram

When Mr N.Ram, the well-known journalist and former 
editor-in-chief of the Hindu, addressed the gathering at Kolvenbach 
Library Day Celebrations at Satya Nilayam, Chennai, on 22 Dec 
‘14 he remarked that it was ‘world class’. He was truly impressed 
by the facilities and the ambience the library provided, which has 
gone through a substantial change. 

The library celebrated its second library day, after its ‘rebirth’ 
and rechristening as Kolvenbach library. Modernised with a ‘touch 
of class’, the library, though primarily catering to the academic 
needs of the Jesuit community at Satya Nilayam and the research 
scholars of Satya Nilayam Research Institute, is now open to 
anyone interested in academics, offering the perfect ambience for 
a dynamic and silent study. It has one of the best collections on 
philosophy, religion, spirituality and theology. It has about 65,000 
volumes of books, and 5000 bound volumes of journals and more 
than 120 sets of encyclopedias.

A unique feature is the coffee house, is open to any scholar 
who becomes a member of the library. Care has been taken to 
make the library user-friendly, with special arrangements for the 
disabled too! Scholars are permitted to visit the stacks, may use the 
printer and photocopy facilities for their research purposes. This 

new library promises better services with newly added facilities 
such as air-conditioned reference and journal sections, special 
space for audio-visuals, wi-fi facilities throughout the library, and 
a separate space for rare books. 

The library organized a National Essay Competition on 
“the search for peace” and the prize winners from among 330 
participants were awarded during the function. Mr Ram, the chief 
guest, focused on the atrocities done in the name of religion and 
the irredeemable damages being caused to humanity across the 
globe. He invited all religious leaders to be a true instrument of 
peace rather than being carried away by vested interests. Folk art 
programmes were performed by the Althernative Media Centre, 
Chennai, and the scholastics were inspired by the English songs 
composed and sung by Mr Yaseva, the founder-director of Propel-
Global, an NGO. Kolvenbach Library provides opportunities to 
university students, research Scholars, graduates and people 
interested in philosophy, religion, spirituality and theology. Fr Robin 
Seelan, SJ, the director of the library, affirmed that library can be 
a ministry in itself – a ministry of social change. It is truly a place 
where ideas are born! Those who can’t visit the library could log 
on to www.kolvenbachlib.org.in. or email: kolvenlib2013@gmail.
com.                          - Jude Deluxion, SJ & Robin Seelan, SJ
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Let me start on a personal 
note. I am seeking funds for 
my doctoral research and 

am tempted to apply to government 
schemes for Scheduled Caste (SC) 
scholars. There is just one problem: I 
do not have an SC certificate. Long ago, 
my Dalit parents decided not to get SC 
certificates for their children. They did 
this because they did not want their 
children to suffer from the stigma that 
comes with the SC status. This decision 
came at a price — it meant I could not 
avail caste-based quotas or reservations 
i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .

It has been difficult and I continue 
to grapple with this decision. On the one 
hand, I have developed a strong sense of 
self-confidence and pride in my Dalit 
identity. On the other, with a disclosure 
of my caste identity, it is often presumed 
that I must have availed of reservations. 
If I clarify to the contrary, I appear to be 
an apologist for reservations; if I do not 
clarify, I am susceptible to the very stigma 
from which my parents tried to shield me.

Even if I do not make an explicit 
disclosure, my Dalit identity is disclosed 
in my surname, Baudh. My father adopted 
this surname in response to rampant 
caste-based discrimination. He used 
to make frequent business trips to 
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, and the lodge-
keepers there would always ask him his 
caste. They would not allow him to stay 
in their lodges only because my father was 
a Dalit. This changed after he embraced 
Buddhism and adopted the surname 
Baudh.  Lodge-keepers would still ask 
him his caste and my father would now 
say “Buddhist”. This declaration would 
discourage lodge-keepers from inquiring 
further into my father’s caste and they 
would allow him to stay. Inspired by such 
experiences, I took the surname Baudh in 
my early 20s.

‘Conversion’: 
incorrect and misleading

Now, in my late 30s, I must revisit 
my parents’ decision to not get an SC 
certificate for me. My decision to apply 
for funds as an SC scholar will require 
legal certification that I am SC. I can get 
this certification because I am Buddhist, 
but I would not have been able to get 
it if I were Muslim or Christian. Dalits 
who profess Christianity or Islam are 
denied the SC status. According to the 
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 
1950, “no person who professes a religion 
different from the Hindu, the Sikh or the 
Buddhist religion shall be deemed to be a 
member of a Scheduled Caste”. So, while 
non-Hindu Dalits who profess Sikhism 
or Buddhism can avail the legal status 
of SC, the same is not available to Dalits 
who profess Christianity or Islam. Let 
us pause for a moment and set aside my 
personal decision on  whether to get an 
SC certificate or not.

“Conversion” is an incorrect 
framing of the legal issue at hand. The 
resulting demand for an anti-conversion 
law is just as misplaced. The real legal 
issue is the systemic discrimination 
caused by the Constitution Order. It 
forces many Dalits to formally identify 
as Hindu, Sikh or Buddhist, only because 
they are afraid of losing their legal status 
of SC. It might be an inducement for 
Dalits to profess Hinduism. A Dalit 
family in Alappuzha, Kerala, has said in 
so many words that they “converted for 
quota benefits”. Everyone should be free 
to profess any religion of his or her choice 
without fear or inducement. Instead of 
creating a controversy over a new anti-
conversion law, the government must 
make an urgent assessment of the implicit 
inducement and systemic discrimination 
caused by the Constitution Order.

The usage of “conversion” is 
discursive, vague and misleading. It 
assumes a prior religious denomination. 
For example, my father did not “convert” 
to Buddhism because there was nothing 
to convert from. He never formally 

professed any religion, apart from 
occasional celebration of the popular 
Hindu festival Diwali.  “Conversion” 
undermines the agency of so-called 
converts to choose their religion. A 
more suitable word would be profess 
or embrace. The alternative usage of 
ghar wapsi (homecoming) is similarly 
presumptuous and wrong. If there was 
ever any ghar (home), the Hindu caste 
order and the practice of “untouchability” 
never allowed Dalits in it. Ghar wapsi 
is paradoxical and offensive because 
“untouchable” Dalits are intentionally, 
systematically, violently and forcefully 
kept outside the so-called ghar.

In a homecoming of my own, 
I return to my personal decision on 
whether to get an SC certificate or not. 
While I am pleased to know that I can 
avail SC quotas, I am doubtful of the 
Constitution Order that favours me 
over other non-Hindus. I smell a rat. 
Am I being assimilated into Hinduism? 
I begin to understand the powerful 
inducement of this Constitution Order. I 
am tempted, but I choose to resist. A legal 
provision that discriminates blatantly on 
the grounds of religion cannot be right. I 
refuse to identify with Hinduism through 
a caste status and certification that was 
rejected by my parents. I understand and 
respect their decision and accept it as 
my own. I stand in solidarity with those 
Muslims and Christians who are legally 
denied their SC status. The Constitution 
Order is discriminatory and divisive 
of religious minorities. I choose not to 
avail SC quotas and reservations that are 
unavailable to others who deserve them.

I do not position myself as a model 
Dalit. Nor do I endorse this position to 
other Dalits. I just wish religious practice 
and beliefs would not be held hostage to 
or compromised by discriminatory laws. 
The law must recognise the SC status of 
all those who are not Hindu.

By Sumit Baudh

Courtesy: www.indianexpress.com
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At least 3.7 million people, including world leaders, marched in anti-
terrorism rallies in Paris and elsewhere in France on 11 Jan, French officials 
said, calling the massive gathering in the nation’s capital the largest in 
France’s history. The day was emotional and peaceful, a gesture of unity 
just days after Islamic extremists slaughtered 17 people.

World leaders joined French President Francois Hollande, including 
British Prime Minister David Cameron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. The day also brought together 
an unlikely duo at the rally: Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. A photographer 
captured Merkel leaning her head gently on Hollande’s shoulder.

The rally began with a march through Paris streets at 3 p.m., but a 
massive group of people stayed into the night. Among them was Dalil 
Boubakeur, the rector of the Great Mosque of Paris and president of the 
French Council of the Muslim Faith. One man in the crowd said the French 
people must not “give in to fear.” Terrorists, he said, “will not win.”   - CNN

Millions march for freedom

This is a short but challenging book. 
The title, Evangelizing Catholics, means that 
every baptised Catholic, lay or clerical, has 
an apostolate, to spread the good news of 
salvation and the quickest way to achieve it: 
through participating in the life and mission 
of the Church. The author, Scott Hahn, who is 
an American and who was once a Protestant 
minister dedicated to bringing lapsed, unwary 
and ignorant Catholics into the Protestant fold, 
is now a well-known Catholic evangeliser, biblical 
scholar and academic. In this book – significantly, 
it is dedicated to Pope Francis – he sets out to 
explain to his fellow Catholics why they must 
change their mentality and realise that they have 
a duty to share their faith. “Our faith withers if we 
don’t share it.” In sharing our faith, whether in our 
family life, at work, by our example, through the 
media and through friendship, we slowly start to 
change the culture around us.

Evangelizing Catholics

Gospel, music and love

Twist of Faith – Jacob Fisher (David Julian 
Hirsh), an Orthodox Jewish Cantor and amateur 
songwriter who resides in Brooklyn, New York, 
witnesses the senseless murder of his wife and 
three children.

Jacob walks out on his Jewish mourning 
ritual, leaving behind his Jewish garments, 
wallet and keys. Abandoning his identity, 
he wanders aimlessly, hoping somehow to 
understand his tragedy. Fortuitously, he lands 
in Brent, Alabama (population 2,500), where 
he is embraced by Nina (Toni Braxton), a single 
mother and the lead singer of a small gospel 
choir (an unlikely finalist in the competition to 
determine the best gospel choir in Alabama), 
her Uncle Moe (Mykelti Williamson) and their 
gospel community who help his return to life, 
while music brings Nina and Jacob together 
as they try to make sense of his past and their 
possible future.

Evangelizing Catholics
By Scott Hahn
Published by Our Sunday 
Visitor
Rs. 1,096

Twist of Faith
A film by Paul A. Kaufman
Starring  Toni Braxton, David Julian Hirsh, Nathaniel J. Potvin 

cheers!
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By Giulia Galeotti

listen to her!

Sr Mary Melone, a 50-year-old 
theologian, is the rector of the pontifical 
university, Antonianum, since June last year. 
Born in La Spezia in 1964, after graduating in 
humanities Mary Melone entered the Institute of 
the Angeline Franciscan Sisters, where she made 
her perpetual profession in 1991. The following 
year she earned a degree in pedagogy at LUMSA 
and went on to study theology at the Antonianum. 
She was President of the Istituto superiore di 
scienze religiose Redemptor Hominis (2001-
2008), and in 2011 was elected Dean of Theology 
at a male college. She is President of the Società 
Italiana per la Ricerca Teologica.  

“So far the questions I have been 
asked have all focused on the fact that I am 
the only woman in Italy who has ever been 
appointed to head a pontifical university. 
In fact an important explanation must be 
made: the criteria on the basis of which 
my colleagues voted have nothing to do 
with gender but rather are academic 
and scientific criteria which assess 
competence in terms of teaching and 
research. Two ballots are held. The first 
is open and the second is limited to the 
ten names that received the most votes in 
the first ballot”.

The good news will be that we no 
longer come to interview you because 
you are the only woman to head a 
pontifical university.

Although the number of women, 
both religious and lay women, who 
work at this level in the universities, has 
significantly increased in recent times, 
it is not yet equal or comparable to that 
of men. In the context of theology too, 
there is still a long way to go. From the 
viewpoint of theological thought, in past 
centuries too we had rare but important 
women to whom we are indebted for 
precious reflections on the Holy Spirit 
and the Trinity. Teaching and access to 

Francis did not think without Clare,
says the first woman to head a Pontifical University

study date back to the post-conciliar 
period, but much has been done since 
then. The developments have also 
affected the attitude of women. They 
acquired a greater awareness of their 
own importance and of the possibility 
of making a substantial contribution 
to the world of theology. Today, for 
many reasons, it is undeniable that 
the theological thought of women is 
more mature and more serene. This 
is not only because it is accepted 
differently in the Church, but also 
because women are more aware of 
their own possibilities..

The Pope has called for a 
profound theology of women.

I certainly don’t want to interpret 
his words, but I think what is needed is 
to recognize the significant contribution 
that women make to the world of 
faith and to the Church by drawing 
close to God’s mystery in their most 
important way. Going beyond theology 
done by women, in my opinion it is 
necessary to recognize – other than 
institutional positions – that the female 
contribution is not only necessary but 
also complementary to the male one.

What about the role of women 
in the life of the Church?

It is certain that since the Council 
we have taken noteworthy steps 
in terms of insertion of women in 
important ecclesial roles, but what is 
lacking – and what Evangelii Gaudium 
says clearly – is the presence of women 
in decision-making positions. The issue 
is very complex because the Church is 
a complex reality.Two words, charism 
and ministries, also refer to the ordained 
ministries which, obviously, can’t 
be ignored. The access of women to 
decision-making roles must therefore 
be contextualized in the Church’s 
reality itself.

The Church doesn’t understand 
that  otherwise  she would be 
impoverished.

When one reflects on these topics 
one turns to simple and essential truths: 
there are so many reasons why the 
Church cannot leave women out of 
consideration. She cannot do so because 
otherwise she would not be Church in 
her totality. She cannot do so because 
the female contribution, however silent 
and less visible it may be, is absolutely 
indispensable: I am a woman religious 
and I’m thinking of the number of 
women religious who have so many 
works behind them. I am not referring 
solely to the material quantity of schools, 

“The reality of women is
so complete and beautiful
in itself that it has no need

to model itself
on the male reality.”
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listen to her!

hospitals and missions managed by 
women religious and, more generally, 
by women, but also – and above all – to 
their abilities and skills. To describe one 
dimension of the Church, it is necessary 
to remember that there are institutions 
on which women’s religious institutes 
focused sooner than civil society. Let us 
think of schools. With competence and 
foresight we established educational 
structures when none existed. In the 
Franciscan world this is particularly 
obvious: Franciscan institutes for 
women entered into dialogue with 
the modern epoch far sooner than the 
institutes of Friars, linked to a different 
structure. Almost all born between the 
middle and the end of the 19th century, 
Franciscan female institutes flourished 
in dialogue with society, thanks to their 
ability to interpret the expectations of 
the modern era. Only the Franciscan 
female institutes succeeded in doing so, 
whereas the Order was passing through 
a moment of internal rethinking. It is 
in this sense that I say that the Church 
cannot do without women! I believe it 
would be an impoverishment to fail to 
appreciate that women have a wealth 
of their own to put at the service of the 
Church.

When Bergoglio came out on 
to the Loggia of Blessings hearing his 
name chosen, we also thought about 
the relationship between Francis and 
Clare, a splendid event of an equal 
friendship between a woman and a 
man.

I too was in St Peter’s Square that 
evening. I remember the emotion I felt at 
hearing a name that for us Franciscans 
is our all; a name that was already a 
very clear message. St Francis speaks 
all languages, I do not believe that there 
is any reality, especially any ecclesial 
reality, that does not immediately 
feel in tune with him. And it is very 
true that those who look at Francis 
cannot but see Clare. Francis himself 
did not think without Clare, in the 
sense that he recognized this woman’s 
substantial contribution. The study of 
the relationship between the two is 
very complex, in the Franciscan world 

it absorbs great attention, precisely 
because it is necessary to free oneself 
from certain stereotypes that see the 
bond between them in a one-way 
direction. Instead Clare contributed 
to the configuration of the Franciscan 
charism. Few people know her letters 
and yet they are extremely significant 
texts in which a spiritual maturity 
stands out; Francis was certainly 
aware of this and shared it. Theirs was 
a relationship of complementarity in 
which the one, in a certain way, needed 
the other. Many anecdotes have been 
passed down which convey this reality 
of which we in the Franciscan world 
are aware. I am thinking of the famous 
episode in which people in Assisi saw 
flames near Santa Maria degli Angeli. 
They thought there was a fire; instead 
it was the spiritual dialogue between 
Clare and Francis, with the flames 
symbolizing the intensity of a shared 
spiritual life. Or let us think of the 
famous episode of Francis who went 
to Clare because she was in need of 
him and he felt Clare’s need. He went 
to her at San Damiano, he officiated at 
an extremely simple liturgy, he covered 
his head with ashes and left – an 
episode that incarnates to perfection 
the complementarity within a vocation 
of total dedication to the Lord in which 
the two walked together. Moreover 
numerous couples of saints bear witness 
to this complementarity: here, perhaps 
the language of holiness – very different 
from the language of theology – can 
live in practice this aspect on which 
theology subsequently dwells. The need 
for a complementarity of approaches: 
the evangelical logic of Francis, his style 
and the manner in which he followed the 
Lord are all aspects which are enriched 
by Clare’s feminine way of feeling, even 
though the charism was the same. Here 
at the Antonianum we have dedicated a 
year of study to male and female in the 
Franciscan vocation precisely to recover 
this complementarity.

Your words are optimistic. We 
know that the problem between 
women and the Church exists but we 
have the means to face it!

I know that I’ve had a fortunate 
personal experience. I’ve always 
encountered a very open environment 
and this certainly brings me to be very 
serene. However it’s not correct to say 
that there should be quotas for women 
in the Church as in the secular society.
Our ecclesial community is not just any 
society. That a certain number of places 
for women should be guaranteed is 
correct for the civil society, but not for 
the Church. The charismatic depth of 
the Church prevents us from demanding 
something similar within the Church. 
We must think of a Church made up 
of charisms and ministries. But I am 
well aware of the resistance against 
women that exists in the Church. 
After my nomination, I received a 
great many messages expressing joy 
in this demonstration of the new 
spring, linked in a certain manner to 
the Pope. However I also received a 
few messages which asked me, in the 
name of St Thomas and St Paul, to step 
down because I had been elected to 
a role that was not appropriate for a 
woman. This proves how far we still 
are from a vision of a Church which 
is communion. In Lumen Gentium, the 
Second Vatican Council stated clearly 
that the Church has her origins, model 
and end in the Trinity. The communion 
aspect, therefore, is not merely a choice 
of balance and functionality but is the 
intimate reality of the Church. The 
Trinity is the maximum unity in the 
maximum distinction. Remaining in 
diversity and in the distinction between 
men and women, between different 
services and ministries, is the guarantee 
of true ecclesial communion. There have 
been times when not even we women 
have understood this. At times we have 
sought to be and act like men. I’m not 
feminist by nature, but I’m proud of this 
diversity. I believe that the greatest form 
of feminism is not to foster the idea in 
men that we only feel fulfilled when we 
become equal to them! The reality of 
women is so complete and beautiful in 
itself that it has no need to model itself 
on the male reality.

Courtesy: L’Osservatore Romano
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jesuits - asia pacific

hold pilgrimages to the home town of 
Blessed Andrew Phu Yen and to the place 
of his execution.”

The aim of this year’s celebration, 
says the website, is the spiritual renewal 
of local Jesuits and all those who have 
adopted the spirituality of St. Ignatius 
Loyola. Liem said part of the yearlong 
observation will include seminars and 
forums aimed at “learning about and 
promoting ways to evangelize properly in 
the world today through looking back over 
the history of evangelization in Vietnam. 
What can we discover that will suggest 
better ways for us to engage with the 
people of Vietnam today?”

The desired effect of this renewal 
is the strengthening of the missionary 
spirit of the local church and to help local 
Catholics to know something of the history 
of the Christian mission in their country.

In 2013, the Jesuit Province of 
Vietnam had 197 members providing 
spiritual exercises for local Catholics, 
doing evangelization work, and working 
with the poor, college students and internal 
migrants. Many of them are working in 
areas that lack local priests while others 
are providing needed spiritual and pastoral 
training to seminarians in diocesan 
seminaries across the country.

Archbishop Paul Bui Van Doc, 
president of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of 

Vietnam, presided at the special Mass 
marking the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first three foreign Jesuit 
missionaries to Vietnam, held on 18 Jan 
‘15 at the Notre Dame Cathedral in Ho 
Chi Minh City.  

He asked local Jesuits to “be hymns 
of praise and bring people back to God 
through their life, witness and pastoral 
activities.” He urged the Jesuits to continue 
bringing the Gospel’s values to people as 
they celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first Jesuits to Vietnam.

The archbishop also urged Jesuits 
to have constructive dialogue with other 
people and to build bridges between 
them, especially to the disadvantaged 
in remote areas. The Vietnamese 
Jesuits have extensive ministries in the 
Central Highlands, an area where ethnic 
minority people live. They speak different 
languages, are often materially poor and 
do not have access to the usual benefits 
offered to Vietnamese citizens.

About 1,500 people attended the 
celebration concelebrated by nine bishops 
and 100 priests.

In his homily, Jesuit Bishop Cosme 
Hoang Van Dat of the northern Bac Ninh 
Diocese, said Italian Fr Francois Buzomi 
and two Portuguese - Fr Diogo Carvalho 
and Br. Antonio Dias - had landed at the 
port of Cua Han (now Da Nang City) in 
central Vietnam on 18 Jan 1615. This 
marks “an important milestone in the 
history of the Catholic Church in Vietnam,” 
he added.

Other Jesuit missionaries were 
also sent from Macau to the nation years 
later. Among them was Fr Alexandre de 
Rhodes, who later became an expert in 
Vietnamese language and customs. His 
catechism book published in 1651 in Rome 
was considered the first book in Quoc Ngu 
(Romanized Vietnamese script). He also 
set up and trained indigenous catechists, 
who worked with foreign missionaries in 
evangelization.

De Rhodes’ activities “really made 
Catholicism incarnated in Vietnamese 
society,” said Dat, who is the first Jesuit 
prelate in Vietnam. He said before the Holy 
See established the first two Apostolic 
Vicariates of Dang Ngoai (Tonkin) and 
Dang Trong (Cochinchine) in 1659, Jesuit 
missionaries had baptized over 150,000 

people, though facing severe religious 
persecution by local authorities.

Well known among those who were 
killed for their Catholic faith was Blessed 
Andrew Phu Yen, an indigenous catechist 
who worked with the early Jesuits, 
including de Rhodes, and was killed in 
1644. He is the proto-martyr of Vietnam. 
Pope John Paul II beatified him in 2000.

Sixteen foreign and Vietnamese 
Jesuits were killed for their faith in religious 
persecutions from the 17th to 19th 
centuries.

After the Society of Jesus was 
suppressed in 1773, Jesuit missionaries 
left Vietnam until 1957, when they returned 
to found their first community in Saigon and 
run the Pius X Pontifical College in Da Lat. 
The college provided priestly formation 
to students throughout South Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos; it was closed in 1976 
by the communist government.

Dat urged Jesuits today to “bravely 
follow their confreres.”

The Province of Vietnam early this 
month rolled out a website for the jubilee 
year that concludes in January.

In a statement announcing the 
commemorations, Fr. Joseph Pham 
Thanh Liem, Jesuit Provincial of Vietnam, 
said they will “organize seminars on 
missionary work and the Quoc Ngu and Courtesy: www.ncronline.org



Jesuits mark
400 years in Vietnam
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jesuits - assistancy

Delhi Province articulates 
its vision and mission

The Delhi Jesuit Province met for its Province Days 2014 
on 29 - 31 Dec ‘14 at Nav Jivan Renewal Center, Delhi. The 
main agenda of the province days was to articulate the Vision 
and Mission of the Delhi province.  This is what the Delhi Jesuits 
came up with:

Vision: Following the vision of Jesus and the magis 
of Ignatius, we, the Jesuits of Delhi Province, promote the 
emergence of a humane and egalitarian Indian society.

Mission: Participating in the mission of Jesus Christ, 
we work for the transformation of society and care of nature.  
We, together with others, build humane communities of 
freedom, fellowship, equality, truth, integrity, forgiveness and 
reconciliation.

Core Values: In Community Life:  - Sharing Responsibilities 
- Good Teamwork - Forgiveness - Fraternal love, Sharing & 
Caring - Being Generous - Feeling at ease with community 
members - Respect for others - Trusting one another - Fraternal 
Charity - Being Men of Prayer. In Personal Life: - Love for God - 
Connectedness with God - Integrity/ walk the talk - Accountability 
and transparency - Genuineness - Good companionship - 
Appreciating one another and their talents - Listening to one 
another.

Apostolic Life: -To Love people in such a way that people 
understand real Love - Passion for mission - Life of service - 
Total commitment and dedication - Building Unity among people 
- Appreciating human values - Care for mission - Love for the 
People

Concrete Steps Based On Our Vision and Mission: 
In the light of our vision and mission statement a few concrete 
steps emerged from the group discussion with regard to our 
apostolate. All the groups agreed to one concrete step that is, we 
communicate and make known our vision and mission to people 
with whom /for whom we are working, so that they know who we 
are and what and why we are doing. 

The other concrete steps we resolved to take in our 
apostolates are:  Education apostolate: 1. Include outreach 
programmes in the school curriculum / Adopting a Slum or 
village. 2. Admit more underprivileged children and give 
constant accompaniment in providing quality education. Pastoral 
Apostolate: 1. Pastoral care through regular family visits; listening 
to them and conducting prayers in their houses. 2. Teaching the 
parishioners to make their Hindu and Muslim neighbors feel at 
home, and conscientize them so that they are not a threat to 
others or others’ faiths.

Social Apostolate: 1. Tap the Government resources (Govt. 
schemes & plans) and make available for people. 2. Have a good 
network with other NGOs, Civil societies and people of Good will 
in order to achieve the goal.

Formation: 1. Formation for Formatters; Arrange workshops, 
retreats and counseling courses for formatters so that they 
understand and guide our young men without prejudices and 
irrational judgment. 2. Meet the formees individually and give 
constant accompaniment.  

Dialogue Apostolate: 1. Continual network and contact 
with people of other faith for the cause of unity and harmony. 2. 
Make a common platform to enhance dialogue / celebrate all the 
festivals bringing  people of all faiths together.                         

 - Victor Edwin, SJ

Relics of St Francis Xavier draw 
massive crowds

Close to four million pilgrims turned out to view the relics 
of St Francis Xavier during a 45-day exhibition in Goa, which 
concluded on 4 Jan ‘15. The relics of the sixteenth-century 
missionary, presented at the “Exposition of the sacred relics of the 
St Francis Xavier”, are usually displayed just once a decade.

On the final day, about 10,000 people waited in line for hours 
to take part in the procession to transfer the relics to the sixteenth 
century Basilica of Bom Jesu (Good Jesus), where they are kept 
in a glass-paneled silver casket. During the exposition, the relics 
are kept in Se Cathedral, which is close to the Basilica.

Fr Savio Barretto, SJ, rector and custodian of the relics in the 
Basilca of Bom Jesu, said that instead of holding the next decennial 
exposition in 2024, they are expecting to host it in 2022 to mark 
400 years of the saint’s canonization. The saint was canonized 
in 1622.“ The response to the exposition has been tremendous. 
People are driven to see the relics from around the world as they 

feel that he is alive and not dead,” said Fr Barretto. He said that 
the exposition has been a meeting point for all faiths as “a large 
number of people from other religions visited the exposition to pay 
obeisance to St Xavier”.

During the exposition, pilgrims, including children, the sick 
and elderly, braved scorching heat and stood in line for hours to 
get a glimpse of the remains of the saint.

Tukaram Pawar, who is a Hindu priest in western Indian 
state of Maharashtra, said he felt very calm and peaceful after 
seeing the relics. “I also sat down in the Basilica and prayed for a 
while. It was a very good experience,” he added.

The exposition was organized in collaboration with the Goa 
government and Archaeological Survey of India, which takes 
care of the sixteenth-century buildings remaining in Old Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguese viceroyalty and the base of Portuguese 
missioners in Asia. Government officials at a press conference 
held on January 3 said the exposition was organized at a cost of 
approximately 465 million rupees (US$7.3 million).

St Francis Xavier died on Shangchual Island near China in 
1552. The body was buried on the island where he died but a year 
later Jesuits moved it and temporarily buried it inside a church in 
Malacca. At that time in February 1553, they reportedly found the 
body “uncorrupt”. In December of the same year, his body was 
shipped to Goa.

The first exposition took place 23 years after the Jesuits 
were expelled in 1759 following the suppression of their Society. 
The 1782 exposition was intended to allay fears that the Jesuits 
took the uncorrupt body of the saint when they left.

A series of expositions followed but most of them marked 
special occasions. Since 1964, however, the relics have been 
displayed for 40 days every 10 years, covering the saint’s feast 
day on 3 December.            - www.ucanews.com
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interview

In a wide-ranging press conference on the 
flight from Manila to Rome, Pope Francis 
spoke about the most moving moments in his visit 
to the Philippines, corruption in Governments 
and the Church, the beatification of Archbishop 
Romero. and several other issues.Francis came 
to the back of the plane to speak with journalists 
approximately one hour after takeoff from 
Manila and in a free flowing 56 minute press 
conference, speaking in Italian, he answered 11 
questions from journalists. 

What we have here is not a literal, complete 
transcript of the press conference. These are 
slightly edited and rearranged excerpts:

 

On what he learnt frOm the filipinOs:
The Filipinos have learned a lot 

from listening to you. Is there something 
the Holy Father has learned from the 
Filipinos?

The gestures! The gestures moved 
me. They are not protocol gestures, they 
are good gestures, felt gestures, gestures 
of the heart. Some almost make one weep. 
There’s everything there: faith, love, the 
family, delusion, the future. That gesture 
of the fathers who think of their children 
so that the Pope will bless them, a gesture 
which in other places one does not see, 
as if they say this is my treasure, this is 

my future, this is my love, for this one it’s 
worth working, for this one it’s worth 
suffering. A gesture that is original but 
born from the heart.

A second gesture that struck me very 
much is an enthusiasm that is not feigned, 
a joy, a happiness (allegria), a capacity to 
celebrate. It’s the joy, not feigned joy. It 
wasn’t a painted (false) smile. No, no! It 
was a smile that just came, and behind 
that smile there is a normal life, there are 
pains, problems.

Then there were the gestures of the 
mothers who brought their sick children. 
The gesture of motherhood, of fatherhood, 
of enthusiasm, of joy. These are people who  
know how to suffer.

Visits tO africa

You have now gone twice to Asia. 
The Catholics of Africa have yet to 
receive a visit from you. You know that 
from South Africa to Nigeria to Uganda 
many faithful who suffer from poverty, 
war, Islamic fundamentalism hope you 
will visit this year. So when and where 
are you thinking of going?

The plan is to go to the Central 
African Republic and Uganda, these 
two, this year. I think that this will be 
towards the end of the year, because 
of the weather, no? This trip is a bit 
overdue, because there was the Ebola 
problem. It is a big responsibility to hold 

big gatherings, because of contagion. But 
in these countries there is no problem. 
These two are hypothetical, but it will be 
this year.

state terrOrism and the thrOwaway 
culture

In Manila we saw children among 
the trash. In Sri Lanka we saw the 
“favelas” on the way to the airport, 
they are shacks supported against the 
tree. They practically live under the 
trees. Most of them  are Tamils and 
they are persecuted. Once you spoke 
about isolated terrorism and a state-
sponsored terrorism. What did you 
mean by “state-sponsored terrorism”? 
For me that meant the discrimination 
and suffering of these people.

When one of you asked me what 
message I was bringing to the Philippines, 
I said the poor. Yes, it’s a message that 
Church gives also to Sri Lanka, of the 
Tamils and discrimination. The poor are 
the victims of this throwaway culture. 
This is true. Today, they don’t just discard 
the paper and what’s left over. We throw 
away people. And discrimination is a 
way of throwing away, these people are 
discarded. And castes come to my mind. 
This can’t go on. But today, throwing away 
seems normal. Luxurious restaurants. And 
near by there is hunger. One next to the 
other. And we have the tendency to get 

“We need to 
pray for 

the capacity 
to cry”

By Gerard O’Connell
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In theory we can say that a violent 
reaction in the face of an offense or a 
provocation, in theory yes, it is not a good 
thing, one shouldn’t do it. In theory we can 
say what the Gospel says, that we should 
turn the other cheek. In theory we can say 
that we have freedom of expression, and 
that’s important. At the level of theory we 
all agree. But we are human and there’s 
prudence which is a virtue of human 
coexistence. I cannot constantly insult, 
provoke a person continuously because 
I risk making him/her angry, and I risk 
receiving an unjust reaction, one that is 
not just. But that’s human. For this reason 
I say that freedom of expression must take 
into account the human reality and for this 
reason one must be prudent. Prudence is 
the virtue that regulates our relations. I 
can go up to here, I can go up to there, 
and there, beyond that no. What I wanted 
to say is that in theory we need freedom 
of expression, and a violent aggression is 
not good, it’s always bad. We all agree, 
but in practice let us stop a little because 
we are human and we cannot provoke 
others. For this reason, freedom must be 
accompanied by prudence. That’s what I 
wanted to say.

pOpe’s Visit tO the usa, latin america, 
the canOnisatiOn Of JuniperO serra and 
BeatificatiOn Of archBishOp rOmerO

Could you tell us about your 
visit to the USA and which cities you 
will visit, and whether you will go 
to California for the canonization of 
Junipero Serra, or go to the border with 
Mexico? Also which Latin American 
countries will you visit, and do you 
intend to preside over the beatification 
ceremony of Archbishop Romero?

I will start with the last part. There 
will be a war between Cardinal Amato 
and Monsignor Paglia (laughs) over which 
of the two will do the beatification. No, 
personally (speaking), the beatifications 
are normally done by the Cardinal of the 
dicastery or someone else.

Let’s go the first question about 
the visit to the United States. The three 
cities are Philadelphia, for the meeting of 
families; New York, I have the date already 
but I can’t remember, for the visit to the 
UN. And Washington. It is these three. 
I would like to go to California for the 

used to this, don’t we? I think the Church 
must give an example, a much greater 
example of refusing every worldliness. 
Do we the consecrated, bishops, priests, 
sisters, laity truly believe that the gravest 
sin and the gravest threat is worldliness? 
It’s really ugly when you see a consecrated 
man, a man of the Church, a sister who 
is worldly. It’s ugly. This is not the way 
of Jesus. But we Christians often cause 

scandal, whether we be priests or laity, 
because the way of Jesus is difficult.  This 
throwing away is exactly like terrorism. 
It happened here in Rome that a homeless 
man had a stomach pain. Poor man. He 
went to the hospital, and they gave you 
an aspirin or something like that and then 
they gave an appointment for 15 days later. 
The he went to a priest, and the priest saw 
his condition and was moved and said I’ll 
take you to the hospital but I want you 
to do me a favor. When I start explaining 
what you have, you pretend to faint. That’s 
what happened. He was an actor. He 
did it well. So they took him in. He had 
peritonitis! This man was discarded. He 
went out alone, he was discarded and he 
was dying. That parish priest was smart, 
he grasped the situation well. He was far 
away from worldliness, right? Can one 
think of this as state terrorism? Yes, one 
can think so.

ideOlOgical cOlOnizatiOn

You have spoken of ideological 
colonization. Would you explain the 
concept? 

Ideological colonization. I’ll give you 
an example of what I saw 20 years ago, in 
‘95. A Minister of Public Education had 
asked for a big loan to build schools for the 
poor. They gave the loan on condition that 
in the schools there would be a school book 
for children of a certain level on the theory 

of gender. This is ideological colonization. 
They enter with an idea that has nothing 
to do with the people. It colonizes the 
people with an idea that wants to change 
a mentality or a structure.

During the Synod, the African 
bishops lamented this: certain loans only 
on certain conditions.  Why do they say 
ideological colonization? Because they 
take a real need of the people to have an 

opportunity to enter and make themselves 
influential with the children. But this is 
not new, the dictators of the last century 
did the same. They came with their own 
doctrine. Think of the BalilLa (The Fascist 
Youth under Mussolini), and think of the 
Hitler youth.They colonized the people. 
But how much suffering! Peoples must 
not lose their freedom. A people has its 
culture, its history. But when conditions 
are imposed by the colonizing empires 
they seek to make people forget their own 
identity.

There is a book that maybe a bit 
heavy at the beginning because it was 
written in 1903 in London. It is called 
“The Lord of the Earth” or “The Lord of 
the World.” One of those. The author is 
Benson, written in 1903. I advise you to read 
it, and reading it you will understand what 
I mean by ‘ideological colonization.’

freedOm Of expressiOn and the need fOr 
prudence

On the flight from Sri Lanka you 
used the image of the response that this 
poor man (Alberto Gasbarri, organizer 
of papal trips) might have merited if he 
insulted your mother. Your words were 
not well understood by everyone in the 
world and seemed to justify in some 
way the use of violence in the face of 
provocation. Could you explain a little 
better what you meant to say?

interview

We must ask pardon 
for those Catholics, 

those Christians who 
scandalize with their 

corruption. It’s a wound
in the Church.
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Canonization of Junipero (Fr. Junipero 
Serra), but I think there is the problem of 
time. It requires two more days. I think 
that I will do that canonization at the 
national Shrine (the national Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception) in Washington, 
It is a national event. Then to enter the 
USA from the border of Mexico would be 
a beautiful thing, as a sign of brotherhood 
and of help to the immigrants. But you 
know that go to Mexico without going to 
visit the Madonna of Guadalupe would be 
a drama. A war could break out (laughs). 
And then this would mean 3 more days, 
and this is not clear. So I think there will 
only be those three cities. Later there will 
be time to go to Mexico.

We have foreseen for this year - 
everything is still tentative - Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Paraguay. Next year God 
willing, I would like to go to Chile, 
Argentina and Uruguay. 

cOrruptiOn in gOVernments and the 
church

What can your holiness do to fight 
corruption not just in governments but 
in the Church as well?

That’s a tough one, eh? Corruption is 
the order of the day in today’s world, and 
the corrupt attitude easily and immediately 
finds a nest in the institutions. Every 
institution can fall into this. Corruption is 
taking from the people. The corrupt person 
robs the people. The victims are the hungry 
children in the garbage behind the luxury 
hotel. They are the victims of corruption. 
Corruption is not closed in on itself; it goes 
out and kills. Do you understand? Today 
corruption is a worldwide problem. Once, 
in 2001 more or less, I asked the chief of 
the cabinet of the president at that time, 
which was a government that we thought 
to be not so corrupt: “Tell me, the aid that 
you send into the interior parts of the 
country, whether it be cash or food or 
clothes, how much of it actually reaches 
the people? Immediately this man, who is 
an honest man, said, “35 percent.” That’s 
what he told me. That was in 2001 in my 
homeland. 

And now, corruption in ecclesial 
institutions. When I speak of the Church 
I like to speak of the faithful, the baptized, 
the whole church. We are all sinners, aren’t 
we? But when we speak of corruption, 

we speak either of corrupt persons or of 
institutions in the church that fall into 
corruption. And there are such cases, yes, 
there are. I remember once, in the year 
1994, soon after I was named bishop of 
the Flores quarter of Buenos Aires, two 
officials of a ministry came to tell me, “You 
have so much need here with so many poor 
in the villas miserias (shanty towns).” “Oh 
yes,” I said, and they told me, “We can 
help you. If you want we will give you a 
subsidy of 400,000 pesos.” At that time, 
it was equivalent to $400,000. “You can 
do that?” “Yes, yes.” I listened because, 
when the offer is so big, even the saint is 
challenged. And they went on: “To do this, 
we make the deposit and then you give us 
half of it.” At that moment I thought about 

what I would do: either I insult them and 
kick them out or I play the fool. I played 
the fool and said, “Actually we don’t have 
an account; you have to make the deposit 
at the archdiocese’s office (chancery) with 
the receipt.” And that was it. They said, 
“Oh, we didn’t know.” And they left. But 
later I thought, if these two guys landed 
without even asking for a runway it’s 
because someone else said yes. 

We must ask pardon for those 
Catholics, those Christians who scandalize 
with their corruption. It’s a wound in the 
church. But there are so many saints, so 
many saints. And sinner saints, but not 
corrupt. Let’s look at the other side, too, 
the church is holy. There are some here and 
there. Thank you for having the courage to 
ask this question.

china

W h i l e  c o m i n g  b a c k  f r o m 
Korea, you said you’re ready to go to 
China tomorrow. In the light of this 
declaration, can you explain why you 
didn’t receive the Dalai Lama when 

he was in Rome a little while ago, and 
where do relations with China stand?

Thanks for asking me this question. 
It’s a habit in the protocol of the Secretariat 
of State not to receive heads of state and 
people at that level when they’re taking 
part in an international meeting here in 
Rome. For example, during FAO (the 
Food and Agricultural Organization of 
the United Nations) meet I didn’t receive 
anyone. That’s the reason he wasn’t 
received. I saw that some newspapers 
said I didn’t receive him out of fear of 
China. That’s not true. At that time, this 
protocol was the reason. The reason was 
not a refusal of a person, or fear of China. 
Yes, we’re open, we want peace with 
everyone …

How do the relations with China 
stand? The government of China is 
respectful (educated), we’re respectful 
(educated), let’s take things one step at a 
time. They know that I’m available either 
to receive someone or to go to China.

respOnse frOm mOderate muslims tO 
pOpe’s appeal

When you were in Turkey you 
asked the leaders in the Muslim world 
– political, religious and accademics – to 
take a stance against terrorism when 
acts of terrorism happen. It seems your 
appeal has not been heard by the top 
levels of moderate Islam. 

There’s also the appeal that I 
repeated the very day that I left for Sri 
Lanka, in my speech to the diplomatic 
corps that morning. In that speech I 
said—I don’t remember the exact words—
that the religious, political, academic and 
intellectual leaders express themselves. 
Also the people, the moderate Islamic 
world, asks this from its leaders. Some 
of them have done something. I believe 

During the Mass there, 
I felt as though I was 
wiped out. I almost 

couldn’t speak. I don’t 
know what happened 
to me, maybe it was 

the emotion.
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we have to give them a little more time, 
because for them the situation is not easy. 
And I have the hope, because there are 
many good people among them,. I am sure 
that it will come. 

church’s respOnse tO criticism Of its 
stance On Birth cOntrOl

How does the Church respond to 
the criticisms about its position on birth 
control given that the world population 
is growing so much. And to the criticism 
that the poverty in the Philippines is due 
to the fact that Filipino women have an 
average of 3 children each?

I think the number of 3 children 
per family that you mentioned, it is the 
one experts say is important to keep the 
population going. Three per couple. When 
it goes below this, the other extreme 
happens, like what is happening in Italy. 
I have heard, I do not know if it is true, 
that in 2024 there will be no money to 
pay pensioners, because of the fall in 
population. Therefore the key word is the 
one the Church always uses. I use it: it is 
responsible parenthood. How do we do 
this? With dialogue. Each person with his 
pastor seeks how to practice responsible 
parenthood.

That example I gave about that 
woman who was expecting her eighth 
child and already had seven who were 
born under caesareans. That is an 
irresponsibility. That woman might say, 
‘No but I trust in God.’ But God gives you 
methods to be responsible. Some think, 
excuse me for using this word, that in order 
to be good Catholics we have to breed like 
rabbits. No. Responsible parenthood! This 
is clear and that is why in the Church there 
are marriage groups, there are experts in 
this matter, there are pastors one can seek. 
I know so many, many ways that are licit 
and helpful. Another thing related to this 
is that for  most poor people, a child is a 
treasure. Responsible parenthood, yes, 
but let us also look at the generosity of 
that father and mother that see a treasure 
in every child.

mOst mOVing mOments in the Visit tO the 
philippines

This was a moving trip for everyone. 
We saw people crying the entire time in 
Tacloban, even we journalists cried. 

Yesterday you said, the world needs to 
cry. What was for you the most moving 
moment, because the Mass in Tacloban 
was such a moment and also yesterday 
when the little girl started to cry. 

The most moving moment…For 
me the Mass in Tacloban was very 

moving. Very moving. To see all of God’s 
people standing still, praying, after this 
catastrophe, thinking of my sins and those 
people, it was moving, a very moving 
moment. During the Mass there, I felt as 
though I was wiped out. I almost couldn’t 
speak. I don’t know what happened to 
me, maybe it was the emotion, I don’t 
know. The gestures were moving. Every 
gesture. When I passed a father would 
make this gesture and I blessed him, he 
would say thank you. For them a blessing 
was enough. I have so many expectations, 
I want this and I want that. But for them 
a blessing was enough. This was good for 
me, wasn’t it? 

The other thing is the weeping. One 
of the things that are lost when there is too 
much wealth or when values are lost or 
we have become accustomed to injustice, 
to this culture of waste, is the capacity to 
cry. This is a grace we must ask for. There 
is a beautiful prayer in the ancient Missal 
for crying. It went more or less like this: 

‘Lord, you who have made it so that Moses 
with his cane could make water flow from 
a stone, make it so that from the rock that 
my heart is, the water of tears may flow.’ 
It’s a beautiful prayer. We Christians must 
ask for the grace to cry, especially the well-
to-do Christians. To cry about injustice 
and cry about sins. Because crying opens 
you to understand new realities, or new 
dimensions to realities. 

This is what the girl said, and what I 
said to her. She was the only one to ask that 
question to which there is no answer: ‘Why 
do children suffer?’ The great Dostoyevsky 
asked himself this, and he could not find an 
answer. Why do children suffer? She was 
a woman who was weeping. 

When I say it is important that 
women be held in higher consideration 
in the Church, it’s not just to give them 
a function as the secretary of a dicastery, 
though this could be okay too. No, it’s so 
that they may tell us how they feel and 
view reality. Because women view things 
from a different richness, a larger one. 
Another thing I would like to underscore 
is what I said to the last young man  - at 
the meeting with young people - who truly 
works well, he gives and gives and gives, 
he organizes to help the poor. But don’t 
forget that we too need to be beggars from 
the poor. Because the poor evangelize us. 
If we take the poor away from the Gospel, 
we cannot understand Jesus’ message. The 
poor evangelize us. We go to evangelize 
the poor, yes, but we should let ourselves 
be evangelized by them. Because they have 
values that we do not. 

On Breaking the wOrld recOrd fOr the 
largest papal gathering

Yesterday you made history, you 
surpassed the record set by John Paul 
II, in the same place. Then there were 
6 or 7 million people. How does it feel 
to have surpassed this record, to have 
entered into history as the Pope with 
the Mass with the highest attendance 
in history? 

As for the great turnout, I felt 
annihilated. These were God’s people, 
and God was present, and the joy of the 
presence of God which tells us that you 
are servants of these people, they are the 
protagonists. 

One of the things that 
are lost when there is 
too much  wealth or 

when values are given 
up or we have become 
accustomed to injustice, 
to this culture of waste, 
is the capacity to cry. 

Courtesy: America
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On 07 January, two heavily armed 
Islamists burst into the offices of the 
French satirical magazine, Charlie Hebdo 
and killed eleven employees in cold 
blood, after the magazine portrayed 
Prophet Muhammad in offensive 
ways. Commentators have endlessly 
discussed such killings and the events 
that followed.

The initial reaction to the killings 
at Charlie Hebdo was that it represented 
an attack on one of the foundation 
stones of liberal democracy -  freedom 
of speech. Seemingly every statesman, 
politician, editor, journalist and tweeter 
defiantly united under the banner “Je suis 
Charlie” (I am Charlie). Millions in Paris 
and elsewhere in France marched with 
world leaders to send a clear message to 
Islamic fundamentalists that they would 
not allow themselves to be cowed into 
silence.

Later, however, we have witnessed 
some dissension in the ranks and the 
realization by some that the moral high 
ground is neither as elevated nor steady 
as it first seemed. It turns out that many 
people abhor the killing of journalists 
AND the offensive images which Charlie 
Hebdo published.

Along with everyone else, they 
believe that the makers of Charlie Hebdo 
did nothing to deserve being killed. On 
the other hand, they do not believe that 
the slain journalists ought to be exalted 
as moral heroes since their magazine 
served to raise the heat under a pot that 
was already boiling. The phrase “Je ne 
suis pas Charlie” (I am not Charlie) has 
emerged as an expression of this moral 
unease. After the immediate one-sided 
reaction that was dominated by the 
assertion of the freedom of expression, 

more concerns and matters of conscience 
are finding their way into the debate. 
Here are a few that deserve a mention:

• The British newspaper, The 
Guardian asserted in an editorial that the 
right to offend is implicit in the right to 
freedom of expression. Satire has been 
present in European and French culture 
for centuries and even played a key role 
in the ousting of monarchical power 
during the French Revolution. The 
argument goes that curbing the right to 
offend weakens a democracy and paves 
the way for tyranny and the abuse of 
political power.

• Even if we retain the right to 
offend, what constitutes a legitimate 
target for satire? It has become clear that 
the cartoons of Charlie Hebdo have caused 
major offense to the French Muslim 
community that was already feeling 
marginalized. A Jesuit friend who, for 
decades, has worked with marginalized 
communities on both sides of the Irish 
border noted that satire is most effective 
when it takes aim at the powerful - and 
most destructive when it ridicules the 
weak. Or as another liberal Muslim 
commentator has put it, satire should 
“punch up.”

• Talk is cheap and it’s easy to 
be Charlie when you’re not in the direct 
line of fire. Irvine Welsh, the author of 
the cult novel, Trainspotting, decried the 
outbreak of pseudo-solidarity with those 
who lost their lives. He observed that 
many will defend Charlie Hebdo’s right to 
publish offensive cartoons but wouldn’t 
dream of publishing them themselves for 
fear of the reprisals.

• The far right has been on the 
rise in the UK and France for the last 
decade. The centrist parties will want 
to ensure that Nigel Farage of UKIP and 
Marine La Pen of Le Front National don’t 
score too many political points as a result 

of the recent events in Paris. It will soon 
become apparent that when politicians 
stand together they don’t stand together 
for long. It’s standing room only on the 
high moral ground, and a little cramped 
at that.     

• There will be calls to clamp 
down on immigration into Europe. 
The timing couldn’t be worse for the 
estimated 9 million Syrian refugees who 
have fled their homes since the outbreak 
of civil war there. This probably won’t 
achieve much. Firstly, no border control 
will prevent the spread of extremist 
ideologies because they can spread 
like wildfire on the internet. Secondly, 
Muslims and non-Muslims are perfectly 
capable of living side by side if the 
conditions are favorable to both. So 
when a pot is boiling over, don’t take out 
the potatoes. Just turn down the heat.  

Charlie Hebdo has just published 
5 million copies of their latest edition 
featuring Prophet Muhammad on the 
front cover with a sign saying, Je Suis 
Charlie. This concerns me because in the 
current climate it could be perceived as 
an inflammatory act, and more violence 
could ensue.

The French republic was founded 
on three values: Liberté, Égalité and 
Fraternité. But, as is often the case 
with values, when one is vociferously 
promoted it can come at the expense 
of another. Any married couple will tell 
you that preservation of the relationship 
takes precedence over individual desires. 
My hunch is that at the moment Liberté 
is taking up too much space in the bed, 
and Fraternité has landed with a thud 
on the floor.

‘I am Charlie’ 
or ‘I am not Charlie’?

- Reactions to Charlie Hebdo

Courtesy: The Jesuit Post 
(http://www.thejesuitpost.org)
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obituaries

Lourduraj j. Maria, Sj 
(MDU) 1930 - 2014

Fr Lourduaraj was 
born on 08 April 1930 
in Tiruchirapalli. He 
entered the Society in 
1951. He was ordained 
a priest in the year 1963. 
His first appointment was 
as Minister at Campion 
school, Trichy and then 

he was a General Prefect in Devakottai 
for a year. After his short stint as a teacher 
in De Britto, he was made Correspondent 
and Headmaster of  St Xavier’s High 
School, Palayamkottai. After his 
successful ministry there for a decade, 
he was asked to be the Headmaster at 
St. Mary’s, Dindigul, St. Mary’s, Madurai 
and De Britto, Devakottai in a row, thus 
completing an enviable record of 21 
years as Head Master. His service as 
correspondent and headmaster was 
commendable. After retirement, he 
served as a Parish Priest for nearly ten 
years in Michaelpatnam and Muthupettai. 
After his parish ministry he came to LTI, 
and then went to Palayamkottai to be a 
spiritual guide of the diocese. Then he 
was back in LTI.  

On 21 Dec as he was going to the 
nearby shop to buy some greeting cards 
he tripped and fell down and broke his 
hip. He was rushed to the hospital and 
the orthopaedic surgeon decided on a 
surgery on 26 Dec. But God’s will was 
different and Fr Lourduraj breathed 
his last at 03.00 am on 24 Dec after a 
massive heart attack. 

On 26 Dec morning his body was 
taken to St. Mary’s residence where 
many paid their last respects. His friend, 
Fr Louis Xavier, blessed the body and it 
was taken in a procession to St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. At 10 a.m. the funeral Mass 
began, presided over by Fr. Provincial, 
and attended by relatives, several of his 
former staff and students. Fr Lawrence 
Gabriel preached the homily. His nephew, 
Mr Raja and his close friend, Mr. Peter 
from St. Mary’s Tope, Trichy and Fr. Maria 
Singarayar paid rich tributes to him as a 
holy priest and exemplary religious. 

He died on the eve of Christmas as 
if he was eager to celebrate the birth of 
the Saviour in heaven. May he celebrate 
with our heavenly Father! 

- Valanarasu, SJ

joy FernandeS, Sj 
(KAR) 1966 - 2014

The last day of 
the year, 31 Dec 2014 
turned out to be the last 
day for Joy too on this 
earth. At around 12.15 
p.m. he was found on the 
floor of the bathroom and 
was immediately rushed 
to Mallya hospital where 

he was put on ventilator in the CCU. 
Though he revived for a few minutes, 
another heart attack - a massive one - 
took Joy away from us. It was about 3.00 
p.m. Joy had been ailing from diabetes, 
blood pressure and cardiac deficiency for 
several years. Already at the age of 40 
he had suffered a stroke, had undergone 
angioplasty twice and a heart bypass 
surgery the third time.

Joy was born on 20 Dec 1966 in 
Mangalore to Alphonse and Angeline 
Fernandes. He was the youngest in his 
family. After his studies at St Aloysius 
College, Mangalore, he joined the Society 
on 29 June 1984. He was ordained 
a priest on 27 Dec 1999.  Joy did his 
Kannada Major from Karnataka College, 
Dharwad and B Ed in R V teachers 
College, Bangalore and then joyfully 
prepared himself to be a great teacher. 
He was indeed a great teacher. He taught 
at St Joseph’s Indian High School from 
1999 to 2000. Because of his abilities for 
creative seminars for the youth, he was 
specially appointed as Assistant Director 
of Ashirvad. From 2001 to 2006 Joy was 
teaching at St Joseph’s School, Hassan. 
From 2006 till his death he served at St 
Joseph’s Indian High School and finally as 
Headmaster of St Joseph’s Indian Middle 
School. His was a life of commitment. 
Obedience, which sometimes becomes 
a challenge in religious life for some, 
was a joyful act for Joy. He accepted 
all transfers gracefully and cheerfully. 
Every community accepted him and felt 
Joy would enrich it. He had a special 
skill of relating to people, and turning 
even enemies into friends. Joy would 
make any celebration lively, unique and 
memorable. He truly fostered the union 
of minds and hearts in the community. He 
welcomed every guest with such warmth 
that everyone felt at home. 

                   - Henry Saldanha, SJ

richard rogerS, Sj 
(BOM) 1938 - 2014

B r o .  R i c h a r d 
Rogers was laid to rest 
on 07 Dec 2014 at Holy 
Family Church Jesuit 
Cemetery,  Andher i , 
Mumbai. On that day 
he would have been 
celebrating his 57th year 
in the Society of Jesus. A 
week ago, just before Bro. Richie went 
into hospital for the last time, his niece 
Cheryl took a live clipping of him jogging. 
There was Richie in his shorts and singlet, 
moving his arms and his legs saying, “See! 
I can still run !” as though  preparing to 
glide over the final hurdle of his life - death 
- into Eternity. That was Richie! Ever the 
Jesuit with a sporting spirit. Soft-spoken, 
mild-mannered and humble in spirit. 
Ready to gracefully glide over towards 
the goal. He was the Champion Hurdler of 
St. Mary’s ISC, who held the 400 metres 
hurdles record for 20 years. He was also 
the Captain of the St. Mary’s Football and 
Hockey Teams.It was  a treat to watch 
him glide along gracefully  dribbling the 
ball between the players without so much 
as touching them to reach the goal. An 
epitome of gracefulness, he could never 
hurt a fly, leave aside his brother Jesuits 
and others.  A man with a resilient spirit 
and obedience, who went where he was 
sent and never asked for a transfer. If  
pain and difficulties came across his path 
he never complained. He just glided over 
them smoothly. 

And to my mind, the most important 
hurdle in life that Richie overcame was 
perhaps that rural life and Marathi were 
not his cup of tea then. Yet when he was 
appointed to Manmad in 1968 to do village 
social work, he glided over and plunged 
into it like a fish into water. A photograph 
of Richie, dressed in village attire together 
with his village friends similarly attired 
hung on the mud walls in many village 
huts. 

It was this spirit of gliding across 
every hurdle that came in his path that 
led him to glide across this most difficult 
hurdle of his life – death. Before we even 
knew it Richie had glided over this last 
hurdle to reach the final goal of his life – 
Heaven.               

- Blaise D’Souza, SJ
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Much needed
Thanks for starting a new column, called 

‘Listen to her!’ that will make the Jesuits listen to what 
women have to say,  and come to know the unique perspective 
that women have on everything not merely in the Church but in 
the world. I don’t know how many Jesuits and priests in general 
have been reading what Pope Francis has been saying about 
the unique contribution that women can make to the Church. 
Recently either during his visit to Sri Lanka or the Philippines he 
said, “When I say it is important that women be held in higher 
consideration in the Church, it’s not just to give them a function 
as the secretary of a pontifical congregation, though this could 
be okay too. No, it’s because they may tell us how they feel 
and view reality. Because women view things from a different 
richness, from a larger perspective.”

- Ida G. Shekar
New Delhi - 110 001 

Intrigued
Two things in the Jivan of Jan ‘15 were of great interest. I 

was intrigued by the term ‘Ignatian Laity.’ I was surprised to know 
that there are lay people who try to live the Ignatian spirituality in 
their daily, married and busy lives. So that shows a way for those 
who don’t or can’t become Jesuits. It is a pity that not many lay 
people in India know about CLC. 

The other article that I found very interesting 
was about the possible influence of Jesuits 

on Shakespeare. If drama  played such 
an important role in Jesuit education, 

what about today? How did the Jesuits 
lose it? Has any art taken the place 
of drama? 

- Jerlene Fernandes
Hyderabad -  500 001

Good governance
Good governance is 
the courage to protect the sanctity of the Constitution
- not permitting things that are  against it.
Good governance is 
ensuring the freedom and rights of every citizen
- not branding anyone  as alien. 
 
Good governance is 
honesty, holding  ‘satyameva jayate’
- not indulging in lies and myths.
 Good governance is 
about authenticity and 
transparency
- not about hype and false 
vibrancy
 
Good governance is 
preserving our environment and 
fragile bio-diversity
- not letting the greedy destroy it.
Good governance is 
about development with a genuine human face
- not terror, plunder and loot which is often the case
 
Good governance is 
fixing responsibility for any crime that affects the people
and ensuring punishment for those responsible 
Good governance is 
always taking a stand for what is just and right,
- not crushing who demand justice with all your might
 
Good governance is 
reaching out to the marginalised and poor
- not making the rich richer. 
Good governance is 
ensuring that all freely practise and propagate their faith
- not subscribing to a fundamentalist and fascist bait.
 
Good governance is 
about meaningful and participative democracy
- not about dictatorship and controlling authority. 
Good governance is 
celebrating the birth of Jesus on Christmas day 
and his message of peace, love, hope and joy 
 
Good governance 
may be celebrated on 25 December, for sure
but what happens to the other days of the year?

- Cedric Prakash, SJ
Ahmedabad - 380 052

letters

After 30 years
The cover story in the Jan ‘15 issue of Jivan rightly proposes 

great goals for Jesuit education in India. But the crucial questions 
are: Will these be adopted? Will these be implemented? How 
many will accept them and work to realize them? In June 1972 
I entered a classroom at St Mary’s, Dindigul and wrote on the 
blackboard, “I expect great things from you.” It was 30 years later 
that I realized that this had a tremendous impact on my students. 
A group of my former students, led by the Inspector General of 
Police, Tamil Nadu, Mr Jaffar Sheriff, came to honour me. They 
took me to their classroom - the same one where I had taught 
them.When they saw what was written on the blackboard they 
clapped their hands in great joy. Because about 30 years later, 
another teacher had written the same sentence on the blackboard: 
“I expect great things from you.” If we challenge our students, 
they will rise to meet the challenge.             

- Felix Joseph, SJ
Trichy, T.N. - 620 002

Please note:
The results of the Jivan Creative Writing Contest 2014 

will be announced in March ‘15 issue of Jivan.
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Learn what your name means: I am named after the 
Portuguese Jesuit St John De Britto who was martyred in 
India. I never knew the meaning of my name until I came 
to UK. I learnt that ‘Britto’ means ‘one who comes from 
Great Britain’. The only connection that I have with Great 
Britain now is I am part of the Guyana Region of the British 
Province, but I am originally from Madurai Province. Because 
of that connection I was blessed to come to London to read 
my first cycle Theology at Heythrop College, University of 
London. So my name is ‘Brit’ but I am not British. 

Do not compare: I kept comparing everything here 
with India for quite some time. ‘Back in our province we do 
this’ and ‘back at home we celebrate like this’ and finally, ‘back 
at home it would cost only this much’. It took a while for 
me to realize that I am not in India. 
Although it took some time to come 
out of the cultural shock, I learnt 
to adapt as quickly as possible.The 
faster I did, the easier life became. 

Come to London: London 
is a mini world by itself. Come 
to London, you will get a feeling 
that you are at the center of the 
world. Though London has its 
own uniqueness and mesmerizing 
beauty, still you will find the cultural 
gifts and values that other people 
from all over the world bring to 
London. There are so many Indian restaurants that I never 
missed the Indian cuisine. 

Observe carefully: There are hundreds of historical 
and heritage sites, majestic churches, elegant buildings and 
museums here. They are treats to watch. The best thing is that 
all the places are well connected by  ‘tube’ (metro trains)  and 
they are easy to access. So observe carefully because almost 
every thing you see has a unique history. 

Go to the pub: No one is ever going to come to say 
hello to you, even your own classmates. It took more than 
a year for me to find out a way to relate with young people 
in London, especially my own classmates. I started to play 
cricket for my college and go to the pub. People say that 
‘British people are as cold as their weather’. I felt the same 
in my first year but in the second year I learnt that the pub 
culture is very strong in UK. That’s where people feel at ease 

and open up to have a serious conversation. Any sports event, 
prayer meeting, or public gathering ends with a pint at the 
pub. To an extent, friendship begins at the pub. 

Drink Tea: British people drink a lot of tea. They will 
never spend a day without tea. But in my three years of life 
in London, I might have seen over hundreds of coffee shops 
but I rarely saw any teashops, may be I would have come 
across a couple of them. While they drink so much of tea, 
why so many coffee shops? Is it because of the immigrants 
or are people adapting to American culture? 

Visit churches: One of the things that I have enjoyed 
here  is ‘free entry’ for clerics to all the famous Cathedrals such 
as West Minster, St. Paul’s, York Minster, Canterbury and all 
the other historical and famous churches. But you have to go 
in your ‘clericals’.  You can join them for prayer too. They are 
very generous and they respect what you are and acknowledge 

the work you do. 
Be free and grow: Studying 

at Heythrop College with other 
seminarians and lay students has 
been a life altering experience for 
me. While some of my classmates 
are believers, some are atheists, and 
studying together with them has 
given me a wider perspective. In 
my Wimbledon Favre community 
we do not have any maids or cooks, 
and we take turns to cook. No one 
ever forced me to do anything or 
no one ever asked me why I didn’t 

do something. I had the freedom to grow. 
Appreciate:  After the wonderful show we witnessed at 

the Royal Opera House, people applauded almost for half an 
hour people! They are generous in expressing appreciation but 
at the same time, they will never hesitate to tell you bluntly 
if the show was not up to the standard. It is the same when 
it comes to homilies. If you do well, they may not applaud 
as they do in a thetre, but they would let you know you did 
well. If your homliy was not up to the mark , you’ll know.

Tolerate: If there is something that I would not like 
here it is the British weather. More than the cold, it is the rain 
and gloomy weather that I dislike. But everything comes as 
a package, doesn’t it? So for all the lessons I have learnt, the 
wonderful time I have had here, and the great friends that I 
have gained, I will not mind the weather at all. That is why 
I found it hard to say goodbye to U.K.

Lessons for Life Brit to  Arockiam SJ (MDU) did 
his theology at Heythrop College, 
University of London. At present he is 
doing his Th.M (Theology of Masters) 
at Boston College, Boston.

By Britto Arockiam, SJ

I’ve learned

from United Kingdom

lessons
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By Sir Francis Drake

Disturb us, Lord!

garden

Disturb us, Lord, 
When we are too pleased with ourselves, 

When our dreams have come true 
Because we dreamed too little, 

When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

 
Disturb us, Lord, 

When with the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim. 

 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 

To venture on wilder seas 
Where storms will show Your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 

 
We ask you to push back 

The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push back the future 

In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
This we ask in the name of our Captain, 

Who is Jesus Christ.

Jivan February - 2015
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