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empowerment, agricultural improvement, legal literacy and non formal education.
Arula ploughed a lonely furrow when he plunged into Vermiculture twelve years ago. Few in 

the area had heard about Vermiculture! He learnt it from his brother in Tamil Nadu. He set up an 
organic plant to prepare Vermi-compost. He experimented with grain crops and vegetables; the 
result was quantitative and qualitative.

He used street plays to spread knowledge about organic farming among small and marginal 
farmers. After some initial resistance to change, a few farmers experimented with Vermi-compost, 
and got good results. It also improved the soil condition.

The message spread. They gave trainings to women’s Self Help Groups (SHG’s), small 
and marginal farmers. Exposure to the close-by Agriculture University, and testing of soil had 
considerable impact on organic farming. High cost of fertilizers and reduced subsidies added to 
its attraction.

Fr.Varghese, the director, introduced organic farming through the cooperatively run 
SWASHRYA (‘self-reliant’) hostel. Now more than 30% of vegetables used in the hostel are 
organically grown on campus; the Jesuit community gets most of their vegetables from the campus 
too.

Their campus looks like a solar park with solar street lights, solar hot water system and a 
solar community cooking unit, cooking everything except chappatis in the hostel. Varghese is 
also a herbal medical practitioner, with initiations from his family. He got Fr Meloo, SJ of Patna 
Province, a life-long Vaidya in Adivasi herbal medicine, to train some 40 Adivasis, mostly women, 
to rediscover their community’s knowledge of herbal medicine and practice it widely. 

Gujarat Jesuit Ecology Mission (GJEM) provided expertise and some finance: i) to standardize 
efficient production of Vermi-compost, ii) conduct field research with students and small farmers 
to ascertain the yield of different crops with and without Vermi-compost, iii) to package and 
market Vermi-compost, iv) provide intensive and extensive training in organic farming, and make 
it more viable. The students, from farming families, have learnt organic farming through practical 
experience, and will carry it far and wide.

In the context of the increasing poisoning of our food with pesticides, it is time that we grow our 
own organic food.                 - Rappai Poothokaren, SJ

Modasa is a Jesuit Mission in north Gujarat with a small Parish, a 
hostel for some 50 youth and the social centre, SANGATH.

Fr Arulanandam, the present director of SANGATH, works in 50 villages 
of Modasa and Malpur blocks of Aravalli district. The focus now is on women’s 

Green-Organic Modasa Mission
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garden

his shoes are still
on his feet

he lies face down
so soft and supple

you imagine, somewhere
he still breathes

 
asleep 

like little children do
on their tummies
their little palms

relaxed,
fingers slightly curled

 
you know if

a child such as he
lay on a blanket

near you
you’d reach out

and gently
very gently

so as not to wake him
stroke the soft

hair on this head
 

you’d run
your fingers

delicately
along his soft
dimpled arm

 
and kiss the little hand

not with your lips
but with your breath
so as not to wake him

 
but this little boy

who looks like he’s asleep
with his shoes still on

 
he’s not lying
on a blanket

but on the beach
his lungs full of water

his body
empty of life

 
his untold story
forever untold

drowned
in the sea

 

nothing can wake him now
no caress, no stroke

no kiss, no words
no shouting or shaking

no appeal, no campaign

nothing
 

and you sit
and you stare
your heart full
of the agony

of your helplessness
 

and you think
there are barbarians

amongst us
who care for nothing

but money
and power

 
who are these people?

you wonder
how did their hearts

become so hard?
 

have they never known
have they never loved

a little boy
such as he?

 
who are the people

who’ve made
little children’s homes

more dangerous
than the sea?

 
and you ache
yes, you ache

because you know
as he lies on the beach
with his shoes still on

looking as if
he’ll get up
and walk

 
this little boy

will never wake up
or walk again
in this world

- Anon

With his shoes 
still on...

(Dedicated to Aylan, the little Syrian boy, his brother Ghaleb,
his mother Rihana and the Syrian refugees)
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Thank God for September that 
brought us quite a few consoling, 

comforting images. These had to do with 
an individual and an event.

The individual is, of course, Pope 
Francis. His visit to Cuba and the U.S. 
brought us amazing pictures of Fidel 
Castro looking into the smiling eyes of 
Pope Francis, President Obama speaking 
with obvious warmth at the reception 
at the White House for the Pope, the 
cheering crowds, the little girl from a 
Mexican immigrant family ignoring all 
the security and darting in to hand over a 
letter to the Pope, the uncontrollable tears 
of John Boehner, the Catholic Speaker of 
the  U.S. House of Representatives, as he 
was apparently overwhelmed by the Pope’s 
presence, Pope’s visit to a Charity Centre 
to have lunch with the homeless...

There are two things that have drawn 
the attention of commentators. One is the 
love and admiration Francis evokes among 
all sections of people except a small group 
within and outside the Church. The other 
is the influence he has earned to be able to 
make rulers try new solutions.

How do you explain the love and 
admiration? Lily Burana, calling what she 
feels for Pope Francis a ‘crush’, explains it 
this way: “What religion represents is not 
control or a call to blind obedience or a 
cloak for corruption, but love and hope. 
Pope, Francis, to us, is love and hope. 
Love for meaningful ties to tradition as 
well as hope for progress in the future.” 
(See p. 19, 20)

Interestingly, President Obama used 
the same words - love and hope. “The 
size and spirit of today’s gathering is just 
a small reflection of the deep devotion of 
some 70 million American Catholics and 
the way your message of love and hope has 
inspired so many people across our nation 
and around the world.”

What about his influence? That has 
come from his credibility and his persistent 
focus on the most vulnerable people usually 
ignored by the powerful. In a cover feature 
titled, ‘The New Roman Empire’ in Time 
(28 Sept ‘15) says Elizabeth Dias, “That 
perspective has infused Vatican diplomacy 
under Francis with the same paradoxical 
mix of humility and influence that have 
defined his papacy so far.” 

Which September event came as a 
herald of hope? At the United Nations 
General Assembly U.N. member states 
adopted the new Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The goals are meant to guide 
development priorities around the globe 
over the next 15 years. 

The SDGs replace the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), which were 
adopted in 2000 and expire this year. They 
dealt primarily with poverty, education and 
health in the poorest countries. The SDGs, 
of course, talk about them but also tackle 
global inequality, environmental issues 
and access to technology. The document 
enumerates 17 goals and 169 sub-goals.

 Some of the major goals are: End 
poverty in all its forms everywhere. This 
is probably the most ambitious, with the 
target of having no one living in extreme 
poverty  - less than $1.25 a day - anywhere 
in the world by the year 2030.  End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture. 

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages. Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote 
life-long learning opportunities for all. The 
expiring MDGs called for universal access to 
primary school. The SDGs say that students 
everywhere should have free access to high 
school education.

Achieve gender equality and empower 
all women and girls. The aim is relevant and 
urgent - to end discrimination and violence 
toward women and girls. It also calls for the 
elimination of child marriage and female 
genital mutilation.

Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all. 
It implies toilets and clean drinking water 
for everyone - and protecting and restoring 
natural water resources. Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all. This means  universal access 
to electricity and more renewable energy.

Promote sustained, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work 
for all. The list goes on... The SDGs look 
utopian and they may suffer the same fate 
as MDGs. But isn’t it good to make the 
world’s nations commit themselves to at 
least moving toward these?         

- M.A.J.A.

what do you think?
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Beyond GC 36 –
the Jesuits’ India Dream

Is the world changing much too fast
for the Jesuits of South Asia?
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By Myron J. Pereira, SJ
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The Society of Jesus in South 
Asia is at a crossroads. In itself this 
is nothing unusual for Jesuits, who 
through their history have lived and 
‘adapted to discontinuity’ in their lives. 
Trouble is, the world too is in the throes 
of change;  as is this country, with a 

majoritarian government in power and 
‘another idea’ of India in circulation. 

The Church too is at a turning 
point with a Jesuit at its helm. And 
within the Church, religious life as 
we’ve understood it all these centuries, 
is ‘in mutation’ - as it re-defines itself, 
away from canonical institutions to a 
more evangelical presence in the world. 

What is the ‘Jesuit dream’ in India?  
What vision will GC 36 give  us? 
Can it even attempt to do this? Or 
will  GC 36 preside over the demise 
of the Society as we’ve known it? 

General Congregations
General Congregations  in the 

Society of Jesus are landmark events.  

Not only do they select a kaalpurush, a leader - usually outstanding 
- to meet the challenges of the age, but they point  the way forward 
for the rest of us. They encourage us to take initiatives and risks.                                                        

General Congregations give Jesuits a vision, yes; perhaps a dream. 
Not a blueprint or a template.  This is  specially  true in our heterogeneous 
world of today. Recent General Congregations have progressively redefined 
Jesuit life and mission, extending its scope, making it more inclusive: “faith 
and justice”           (GC 32), “culture and dialogue” (GC 34), “reconciliation 
and peace” (GC 35). For being able to adapt  global vision to  local reality is 
what Jesuit innovation is all about. In the unforgettable words of my novice-
master : “We don’t give you a set of keys. We teach you how to make keys.”

For almost five hundred years, we Jesuits have “made keys” – 

unlocking the treasures of other cultures  and opening doors to strange 
lands. Clavius’s map of the moon in the 16th c., and the Jesuit Refugee 
Service in the 20th,  are two superlative examples of such.  And in spite 
of the tragedies of the past – as the Suppression and the Restoration 
reminded us –  by  and large  we are resilient. We’ve always bounced back. 

All this fits squarely within the Jesuit tradition, a modus operandi which 
encourages independence of thought and action, based on responsibility 
and trust.  There are tacit assumptions, of course: loyalty and obedience 
to the hierarchical Church expressed in generous service (magis); personal 
austerity; and a dedication to learning and its application to life-situations.

When Pope John XXIII convened the Council in 1962, he said it was to 
“update the Church” (aggiornamento). For decades after the Council, religious 
orders were urged “to go back to their roots”, to “re-discover one’s foundational 
charism”.  But as we’re realizing  today, the problem is not so much that  of  
‘updating’ as of  ‘mutating’  - as when a caterpillar turns into a butterfly; or  
ice  into steam; or the foetus into an adult.  In other words, the change is not 
just quantitative, but qualitative, not just incremental but of a different kind. 

General 
Congregations 

give Jesuits a 
vision,

yes; perhaps
a dream.

Not a 
blueprint

or a
template. 



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India OCTOBER 2015                                 6

cover feature

So the question is really about 
discontinuous change. Change which 
does not flow from the past but is in 
rupture with it. Such change is rapidly 
happening around us, whether we’re 
speaking of religious life, or of the 
Church; of the nation, or of the world. As 
I said earlier, Jesuits have always risen to 
the occasion, and met the discontinuous 
present with brilliant innovations. 
Will we do so once again today?

Signs of the Times  
Here are a few characteristics 

of our “age of discontinuity”, listed in 
four or five key words: Globalization. 
Digitalization.  Inter-faith  relations . 
Minorities. Ecology.  A word about each.

Globalization  refers to our 
shrinking world, where physical 
distances are made shorter (thanks 
to automobiles and air travel) and 
mental and affective spaces are easily 
filled (with television, telephony and 

the internet).  This has come about 
largely because of digital technology: 
computers, telephones, satellites, which 
have changed the way in which we 
teach and learn, and have had enormous 

impact on traditional patterns of 
education, for so long a Jesuit preserve. 
Most of us grew up in the age of the 
mass media. Today this technology has 
‘mutated’ to the social media where 
millions keep themselves informed 
and entertained and keep in touch  
by ‘texting’ on their smartphones. 

Briefly, the four globalizations 
are: of finance, and the movement of 
capital; of migrant labour; of tourism 
and entertainment (leisure industries); 
and of  persecution (terrorism).

One Jesuit initiative which 
addresses the forced and unjust 
displacement of peoples across the 
world is the Jesuit Refugee Service, 
the inspiration of Fr Pedro Arrupe. 
In its own way, JRS addresses the 
“globalization of persecution”. JRS 
works patiently with masses of the 
displaced through rehabilitation and 
education, through advocacy, and in 

accompaniment with those affected.  
Its presence is felt on every continent, 
and is an excellent model of Jesuit 
collaboration with others – across 
the lines of race, class and gender. 

Inter-faith relations is the new 
priority, as religion makes a come-back 
to the world’s stage. As Hans Kung 
reminds us, “There will be no peace 
between nations, until there is peace 
between religions”. While terrorism 
is a worldwide phenomenon, based 
on a fundamentalist understanding of 
religion, its local form on the Indian 
sub-continent is communalism, 
and the persecution of minorities.

Yet another aspect of today’s 
“discontinuous” age is the rise of 
minorities.  Earlier, nations were 
ruled by hegemonistic oligarchies 
(often wealthy groups which seized 
leadership and dictated policies for 
all). Today the voices of even small 
and dispossessed groups insist on 
being heard. Thanks to the media 
they can do it. Among these, women 
demand greater participation at every 
level: socio-political and ecclesiastical --  
demands which grate against our sense 
of clericalist entitlement. In society at 
large, the movement for the rights of 
sexual minorities has thrown societies 
into turmoil everywhere. Not only are 
these new ideas, there are also new values.

F i n a l l y ,  a  w o r d  a b o u t 
environmental concerns, the largest 
issue of our time, still resisted by many 
who refuse to address its implications 
(polluted air and water; expanding ozone 
hole; rapid desertification of large areas 
of the earth; global warming…). Pope 
Francis’s recent encyclical Laudate Si has 
focused the world’s attention on this 
issue, and demanded remedial action.

The discontinuit ies  of  the 
present age compel us to re-visit and 
re-interpret both  our ministries, and 
our structures of spiritual motivation 
(more simply, our religious vows). 

T h e  e n d  o f  R e l i g i o u s 
L i f e ,  a s  w e ’ v e  k n o w n  i t  ?

The South American theologian 
Jose Maria Vigil  (“Crisis of Religious in 

Like the world, 
India too is in 
the throes of 

change with a 
majoritarian 
government 
in power and 
‘another idea’ 

of India in 
circulation.

Indian Prime Minister Modi with Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS Chief
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Europe”, Sanyasa (Bangalore) 10.1 (2015) 
127-139) writes, “Catholic religious 
life is in a state of decline all over 
Europe , Latin America and the USA. 
The only place where it flourishes is 
in Nigeria and in India.”  The reason 

for this is that “Catholic religious 
life is in a state of institutional captivity. 
The prophetic dimension has been 
completely assimilated and controlled 
by institutional canon law.”  The election 
of administrators/ managers instead of 
visionaries/ prophets has identified 
the Church with the Right, with 
conservative elements in society. For 
these, the Church as ‘institution’ takes 
priority over its identity as ‘community’.  
Vigil calls this our “wintertime”. 

Vigil explains further: “The 
problem is not so much with the 
Church as with religion itself.” As 
societies become more technologically 
advanced, they cast off the structures 
of  re l ig ious  bel ie f  and become 
progressively ‘secularized’, in fact 
practically atheistic.  Not entirely, of 
course.  Even technologically advanced 
and so-called secularized societies 
have large groups of citizens (usually 

immigrants) who cling to the traditions 
and fundamentalist beliefs of an earlier 
time, in a desperate bid to make sense of 
their lives in their countries of adoption.

S o  s e c u l a r i z e d  s o c i e t i e s 
themselves are confronted by rigid 

a n d  v i o l e n t  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m s ,  
symptoms of religions which have 
lost their mystic element and find 
it necessary to enforce obedience 
to rules and regulations. After all, 
fundamentalist religion can persecute 
as harshly as atheism. Look at Pakistan.

This is the culture in which the 
Church finds itself today -  not just 
changing rapidly, but also mutating, 
t r a n s f o r m i n g  i n t o  ‘ s o m e t h i n g 
unexpected’.  Much of this is a western 
scenario, and the more traditional 
among us will sigh with relief and 
say: But India is different. India is better. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e ’ s 
discontinuity in Indian society too. 
There’s a new idea around of what 
this country could be and should be. The 
idea of India we’ve all grown up with, 
enshrined in our Constitution is that 
of a ‘sovereign secular, socialist and 
democratic republic’.  It is contested 

today by another idea -- India as a 
majoritarian Hindu nation, aggressively 
proud of its past, confident of its 
future as a super power, a nation in 
which the minorities have no space. 
In many ways, this situation is an 

indictment of our failure to build an 
inclusive society. Even though this 
failure is seen principally in the socio-
economic field, there are also cultural 
repercussions: our rulers wish to re-
write and re-cast the nation’s history.  

All this poses a challenge to 
those who believe in the secular and 
socialist values of our republic.  Many 
intellectual and activist groups have 
risen to meet the challenge – but, 
notice, there are not too many church 
groups among them, and even fewer 
Jesuit institutions. Why is this so? 

For most Jesuits in South Asia, 
their educational institutions and 
their parishes, whether urban or rural 
(‘missions’), consume the bulk of their 
personnel, their physical energies and 
their financial resources. They also 
dominate their imagination, by creating 
a frame-work of operation which 
discourages other kinds of initiatives. 

In its own way,
JRS addresses the 
“globalization of 

persecution”. 
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When there are so many other 
church structures today handling 
our traditional apostolates (schools 
and parishes), why are we still doing 
the same old work asks a former  
Provincial of South Asia (Varkey 
Perekkatt SJ, “Revisiting Jesuit Governance 
S t r u c t u r e s ” ,  J i v a n ,  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 3 ) . 

As the old saying goes, when 
you have a formula which works well 
and brings in profits, why change it 
for something unknown and possibly 
uncomfortable?  So, frequently it is 
not ‘mission’ which motivates us, but 
‘maintenance’. Mission is unpredictable, 
and today only brings persecution and 
hostility. Maintaining our institutions 
and adapting them to the current needs 
of society, however, brings us respect, 
flattery, wealth and security. Have 
we made a ‘faustian bargain’ here?  
Are we in danger of losing our souls?

“ S t r e n g t h s  a n d 
v i r u s e s ”  o f  I n d i a ’ s  J e s u i t s

T h e  p r e s e n t  P r o v i n c i a l  o f 
South Asia (POSA) adverted to this 
phenomenon recently in his circular to 
Jesuits on the sub-continent (25.6.2015). 
He briefly notes the ‘strengths’ we enjoy 

in a diverse society, and then bemoans 
the three “viruses that disable and 
destroy our mission”, and so have to be 
dealt with “urgently”:   These ‘viruses’ 
are: ethnic divisiveness, financial 
misbehavior, and sexual misdemeanor.

In fact whether he was aware 
of it or not, the POSA was addressing 
the change of values which affects 
the Church and religious everywhere 
in the context of a mutating society. 

Parochialism or regionalism, for 
instance.  The more the Church or the 
Jesuit society indigenizes, the more it 
projects the primitive Indian values of 
caste, tribalism and feudalism.  Position, 
prestige and power have become 
obsessions in mainstream society, 
bringing in their wake widespread 
corruption. We are now observing 
these very values seep into the Society 
of Jesus, usually with the complicity 

of superiors. We are then no longer 
‘friends in the Lord” but rivals and 
competitors of each other instead.

The second dysfunction, financial 
misbehavior is related to parochial 
values - the need to ‘benefit my family’, 
my clan and my caste. Jesuits are no 

exception in this either.   We’ve all grown 
up in a society where financial subsidy 
is the norm, where accountability is 
easily diluted, and where secrecy and 
‘cover-up’ are practiced. Naturally, the 
best intentions to reform are sabotaged, 
because the practice of  transparency 
and financial responsibility threaten 
the whole corrupt system. Whence 
the paranoid need for secrecy: “If no one 
knows what you do, then no one can blame you!”  

Here too, we realize how much 
the Society too is part of a clericalist 
Church, and shares in the three faces 
of clericalism: entitlement; lack 
of accountability; and patriarchy. 

C l e r i c a l i s m ’ s  m o s t  t o x i c 
effect in India is seen in the sexual 
misdemeanours  of  priests with 
women   (we prescind for the moment 
from the pedophile scandals of the 
West).  In this  a  sense of entitlement 
merges with India’s  traditional  
patriarchal attitudes . Women are 
meant “to serve the Church” by giving 
in to  every demand of the clergy.  

To  sum up:  dys funct ional 
behaviour (“viruses’) on the part of  
religious today may be seen as a reflection  
of the change of values in society at 
large, values accepted uncritically and 
practised by Jesuits as their  own way of 
coping.  Well may it be argued, today’s 
Jesuits don’t wish to stand apart and 
confront society; they wish to belong. 

But how is it that their formation 
did not safeguard religious from 
such dangers? Even more, how is 
that governance did not foresee such 
changes, pre-empt them and act 
decisively ? Both these questions 
point to the quality of formation and 
governance in the Society in India today.

T h e  J e s u i t  I n d i a  D r e a m
As I was putting a closure to 

these thoughts of mine, I came across 
a stimulating piece of writing in Times 
of India (Mumbai, 18 July ‘15). The 

Frequently it is not ‘mission’ 
which motivates us,
but ‘maintenance’. 
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author, Kanti Bajpai, was addressing a 
group of Japanese businessmen on the 
prospects in today’s India. Someone in 
the audience raised his hand and asked, 
“Thank you for telling us where India 
is today. But where does it want to be 
tomorrow? What is the India dream?”

What is the Jesuit India dream?
Transposed into Jesuit terms, we 

can tell our provincials and delegates 
to GC 36: Thank you for telling us where 
the Society in South Asia  is today. But where 
does it want to be tomorrow?  What is the 
Jesuit India dream? That’s the question. 
I quote Bajpai again, but modify his 
answer slightly :  “We Jesuits in India 
dream of  three things: modernity, 
mission and a well-managed Society.”  
Notice that none of these three words 
is overly ambitious. They are modest, 
attainable goals.

First, modern. We are seeing 
rapid technological changes in our 
land – and yet simultaneously too 
the resurgence of medieval attitudes 
of caste, tribalism and parochialism. 
Tragic!  What does this say of our 
formation ? Of our desire for excellence? 
Do young Jesuits grasp the changes 
that technology brings to their own 

thinking and doing? What values do 
we live by? How do we make sense of 
the Gospels as  disciples of  Jesus ?  Do 
we relate to our contemporaries?  Speak 
their language?  Share their attitudes?  
Are we ‘modern’ in the sense of being 
fraternal, egalitarian and free ?  

A well-managed Society begins 
with the superiors. ‘Well-managed’ 
is a promise of good governance. 
It’s a pledge that superiors will be 
transparent in their dealings with 
their subjects, not their accomplices in 
financial skullduggery, not partisan and 
casteist in appointments, not evasive 
and procrastinatory in taking difficult 
decisions. That superiors will be 
appointed on the basis of proven effective 
performance, and not to appease 
factions in the province.  And most of 
all, that superiors will give an annual 
account of their work to the province. 
(their “account of conscience”.) Never 
mind  pompous “vision statements”. 
Give us something that works. 

Mission refers to what we should 
be doing, rather than what is already 
being done. Anyone with his eyes open 
can see the storm clouds on the country’s 

horizon: the growing communalization 
of our polity, the marginalization of 
the minorities, ecological disasters 
in the making, the decrepitude of 
our educational institutions. These 
are areas which call for collaborative 
mission – not just with other Jesuit 

provinces, but with men and women 
of skill and goodwill everywhere. 
The early fantasy of being “pioneers” 
must be firmly put to rest. The world 
calls for teamwork – something that 
most Indians aren’t good at, and it’s 
even worse when they are Jesuits.

Modernity, mission and a well-
managed Society - is this a possible 
‘India dream’ for the next GC? I’d like 
to think it is. I’d like to think that 
it’s desirable, viable and attainable.  
But first, a mindset must change.

Or is it simply that the world has 
changed much too far and too fast for 
us in South Asia, leaving us  fumbling 
with yesterday’s answers to tomorrow’s 
questions?

Anyone with his eyes open can 
see the storm clouds on the 

country’s horizon.
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jesuits - assistancy

Novice Masters discuss 
psycho-sexual integration

On 31 Aug13 novice masters of South Asian Assitancy 
gathered at Thozhamai Illam, Kanniyakumari, Tamil Nadu for 
their annual meet. Fr Sebasti L. Raj, SJ, Provincial of Madurai, 
who celebrated  the inaugural Mass, thanked all the novice 
masters for the sacrifices and deprivations they undergo 
because of their responsibility. Being a novice master today 

is a challenge and a privilege. Sts Ignatius of Loyola and 
Francis Xavier, and former president, Mr. Abdul Kalam were all 
individuals who made a difference in the lives of people. Similarly 
a novice master too can make a lasting impact in the lives of 
novices. He called us to be prophets giving hope to novices. 
We felicitated Fr Sebasti, a golden jubilarian, with a ‘ponnadai’ 
(’golden shawl’). He gave valuable points to reflect on during the 
meeting as well as back in our novitiates -  being positive and 
constructive, promoting personal conviction regarding spiritual 
life, prayer life and sacraments, discovering new methods, using 
digital and visual media creatively, and personalizing the impact 
of exposure programs.

In our last year’s annual meeting we had identified 
psychosexual integration as one of the five areas that we need to 
focus on in our novitiate formation. Therefore this year we chose 
the theme ‘Psychosexual Integration in Religious Formation’. 
Frs. Wilson, OFM. Cap and Lawrence OFM.Cap from Anugraha 
College, Dindigul enlightened us with their input sessions for 
three days. Fr. Wilson said every human being is capable of 
performing miracles as saints did. Unfortunately there are locks 
in us that prevent us from performing miracles. He explained  
the bio-physical and spiritual perspectives of human sexuality 
and the seven stages of human development. He enabled us to 
understand psycho-sexual locks on biological, mental, social and 
moral levels. We learnt how to deal with the effect of the various 
locks. Knowledge of blood types and food habits helped us to 
understand as how body, food and spirituality are connected. 

Fr Lawrence led us through the psycho-spiritual 
perspective of human sexuality. He said our gender is our 
biological identity – we are born  either male or female. He 
gave Jesus as the fully psychospiritually integrated person. 
Biologically Jesus was a man. Affectively he was fully alive and 
expressed himself fully as a man. Genitally he chose to refrain 

300 alumni discuss their role
at SZ Congress in Calicut 

Southern Zone’s 14th  Jesuit Alumni/ae Congress was 
held at St. Joseph’s Boys’ Hr. Sec. School, Calicut, Kerala on 29, 
30 Aug.There were 145 participants from Tamil Nadu, 65 from 
Andhra, 81 from Kerala and 5 from Karnataka. The participants 
were housed at Navajyothis Pastoral Centre, Kolping Centre, 
Christ Hall and Hotel Span. The theme of the Congress was 
‘The Role of Jesuit Alumni in the Present Educational Scenario.’

Bishop Varghese Chakkalackal, himself an alumnus of 
St. Aloysious College, Mangalore presided over the inaugural 
function. The keynote address was given by Mr N Prasanth, IAS, 
District Collector of Calicut, who spoke about the human and 
spiritual formation  he received at Loyola School, Trivandrum. 
Other speakers included Dr. G Viswanathan, Chancellor, Vellore 
Institute of Technology, and Dr Michael Tharakan, former Vice 
Chancellor, Kannur University. Dr Viswanathan and Dr. Michael 
Tharakan gave two input sessions on the various dimensions of 
the role of Jesuit Alumni/ae in the present educational scenario. 
The general session in the evening was chaired by Fr Rex 
Angelo, Andhra Loyola College.  It was followed by a cultural 
fest.  On the following day,  30 Aug  representatives from various 
provinces presented reports about their alumni activities. This 
was followed by province wise gatherings which elcted four 
representatives to the South Zone Council. Mr. Sentil Kumar, 
Tamil Nadu, was elected the South Zone Alumni/ae Association 
President and Mr Pradeepkumar,Trivandrum the Vice president 
and Mr. Stephen, Andhra, the Secretary. The Congress came 
to a conclusion with a valedictory function, chaired by the New 
Zonal president Mr. Sentil Kumar. The gathering thanked Kerala 
province which hosted and organized the Congress.  The 15th 
Alumni Congress will be held in Andhra in 2017.              

- Jose Mathew, SJ

from genitality for the sake of God’s kingdom. He asserted that 
human sexuality is 80% psychological and just 20% physical. 
During the formation our formees have to be helped to speak 
about their sexuality in support groups, group discussions and 
by drawing one’s love map. He helped us discover our sexuality 
by making us aware of our love needs, intimacy needs, need for 
significance and need for touch. He gave us tools that could help 
us and our novices to attain psycho-sexual maturity. Wishing us 
to be loving persons, he called us to  ‘pray and live the affective 
maturity with God’s help and grace.’ 

After seeing the Koodankulam nuclear power plant from 
afar, we listened to  by Mr Udayakumar, Convener of People’s 
Movement against the plant. We went on a pilgrimage to the  
shrine of Blessed Devasgaympillai.  All the thirteen of us had 
sufficient time to share our experiences  and to attentively 
listen to one another.This inspired and strengthened us. On 
05 Sept Fr Raj Irudaya, ADF offered Mass and invited us to 
be person-oriented in forming our novices. He also presented 
the concerns of the Assistancy. Fr Ilanko Xavier, MDU’s novice 
master, effectively organized the entire program. Thozhamaiillam 
community looked after us with concern. 

- R. Antony Raj SJ
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between us

Girish Santiago, SJ, is the Director of the Centre for Inclusive 
Education for Disabled Children (IEDC), Mehsana District, Gujarat.



By Girish Santiago, SJ
Slovenian youth  
come to Gujarat

In July 2014 I was invited to attend the Frater 
Intercontinental meeting  at Celje, Slovenia. It was 

organized by Frater (Fraternidad Cristiana Intercontinental 
de Personas con Discapacidad). It is an international, private, 
faith-based Christian association that works  for people 
with physical disabilities. It is managed by people with 
disabilities who have taken control of their lives, struggle 
to live in dignity, and accept to live together as brothers 
and sisters, in recognition of each other’s differences.  It 
welcomes everyone, without distinction, in a spirit of 
ecumenical and missionary openness. People without 
disabilities too can join Frater if they embrace its 
message. Mr Senma J. Mulabhai, a physically challenged 
person who serves with us as a student counsellor in our 
Inclusive Education for Disabled Children (IEDC) project, 
accompanied me to this meeting.

Mrs. Polona, one of the organizing committee 
members from Slovenia and the Coordinator of the 
POTA Programme,  asked me if we could host the POTA 
Programme of Slovenia this year at the Jesuit-run disabled-
friendly centre, Unteshwari Sammilitalayam in north 
Gujarat. 

The Slovenian word ‘POTA’ means ‘Ways’ in English. 
The POTA Programme was started in the year 2006 by the 
Slovenian Jesuits as one of their initiatives for the youth at 
their Youth Information Centre at Ljubljana, the capital 
of Slovenia. Its aim was to show their youth new ways of 
living and loving through  voluntary work in developing 
countries. Every year about 80 Slovenian youth leave 
their European homes and travel to about nine nations  in 
order to reach out to and serve people living in difficult 
situations. 

The aims of this programme are three fold – to 

encourage international development cooperation and aid 
contribution to the developing countries - to increase and 
encourage intercultural exchange among the youth - to raise 
awareness among the youth on global co-responsibility, 
solidarity and human rights.

Accepting our invitation 7 Slovenian youth - 1 young 
man and 6 women - were here at our Centre at Unteshwari 
on 10 - 24 July and 8 women on  07 – 21 Aug. These were 
generous and committed youngsters - aged between 19 
to 25 - who worked at hospitals, schools, aged homes 
and rehabilitation centres in Kadi Block. They spent the 
morning at Religious houses or private service-institutions. 
They spent their evenings in encountering the ground 
reality of the inclusive involvement  of the Unteshwari 
Mission in the villages and towns of this region. Guided 
tours to the Christian neighbourhood missions and other 
faith centres opened their minds and hearts to experience 
God working for his poor through priests and persons of 
good will. We have joyfully discovered that we too have 
learnt new ways of Christian living and loving through 
these generous youth’s presence and participation in our 
life and liturgy. This way POTA has helped us realize 
international cooperation and interprovincial collaboration 
mandated by GC 35.

Each group was with us for 15 days and then left 
for Kolkatta to serve in Mother Teresa Homes and in a 
school managed by a Slovenian, Mrs. Mojca. We took both 
groups to Gandhi Ashram at Sabarmati, Ahmedabad. They 
were moved by the visit to the Ashram and they fondly 
remembered the words on a wall in the Ashram: “My life 
is my message – Gandhi.” 

It was wonderful to see these Slovenian college 
students sacrificing their summer holidays, volunteering 
to work for a month here in India and  entering joyfully our 
way of life, respecting and accepting the cultural nuances of 
our North Gujarat Mission. They transmitted great human 
values like simplicity and solidarity by interacting joyfully 
and cheerfully with all in the diverse communities.
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perception

By Joel D’souza, SJ

‘I can’t breathe’ were the last 
words of Eric Garner, an Afro-American 
who was strangled to death by a white 
policeman in the U.S. in July last year. 
The refusal of a jury to indict the police 
official sparked off widespread protests 
in the U.S.A. The words of Eric Garner 
are a damning avowal of the stifled life 
that millions are leading today.  People in 
Syria, Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq, Sudan, 
Libya, etc are one with Eric Garner in 
saying – I can’t breathe. We live in this 
world; its poisonous air we breathe into 
the very depths of our being. The air is 
polluted with hatred, injustice and fear. 
Am I breathing the life God breathed 
into Adam or the peace the Risen Lord 
breathed upon the apostles? 

The whole of creation is gasping 
for breath.  We are getting acclimatized 
to this foul stench of fear and have 
adapted to this suffocation - to this slow 
throttling of life. We are becoming inured 
to abortions, domestic violence, rapes and 
honour killings, murders of rationalists 
and scholars who fight  superstition or 
fundamentalism, human trafficking, 
terror attacks, ‘corrective actions’ by the 
world powers with illegal detentions and 
torture, communal riots, entertainment 
that glorifies and exalts violence and much 
more. The list seems endless. Those in 
need of protection are the ones who suffer 
the most. Billions of dollars are spent 
every year in defense budgets as well as 
by terrorists but the price of violence is 
always paid for by the weakest. 

What is our response to this? God 
so loved the world that he got involved 
by sending us His only Son.  Why, then, 
is the malaise of non-involvement so 
rampant today? Ignorance and apathy are 
also forms of violence. Are not our hearts 
hardened? ‘Rend your hearts and not your 
clothing.’ (Joel 2:13). 

What is needed is a change of heart. 
Most of the attempts at peace today are 

What are we breathing in?
Promoting peace and harmony in today’s violent world

unabashed farces. There is no heart in the 
dialogue. Individuals, communities and 
nations carry the burden of their past into 
the present. The future is clouded by the 
fog of distrust. While individuals struggle 
to forgive, can we expect a nation to 
forgive and forget? The wounds are deep 
and raw; and time is at a premium as fresh 
wounds are inflicted each new day. It is 
here that we need our leaders – political, 
religious, social and economic to be 

healers – to clear the air and be harbingers 
of peace and new life. It is only a change 
of heart that ushers in a change of history.

Peace and harmony predicate a need 
for the inner life. Violence erupts in some 
form or the other for individuals and 
nations if inner promptings are brushed 
aside. The inner life can be cultivated by 
prayer which is the root of peace.

 Nelson Mandela returned Invictus 
from prison and unified a nation sundered 
by strife and racial prejudice. Today, 
South Africa stands tall among the ruins 
of a ‘rich’ continent as viciousness gnaws 
at the very existence of African nations.
He even used sports to integrate the 
nation. South Africa hosted the Rugby 
World Cup in 1995 and presented to 
the world a reconciled nation. That, 
South Africa led by a white captain won 
the tournament, added more substance 
to his work. Mahatma Gandhi elevated 
Ahimsa from a personal and ethical belief 
to a national and political credo of non-

violence. ‘Satyagraha’ formed the inner 
life of an infant India and still sustains a 
pluralistic and free nation as opposed to 
Pakistan.  

Fostering peace is a two-fold 
process – ameliorating the consequences 
and eliminating the causes of violence. 
Humanitarian efforts spearheaded by 
individuals and organizations in the 
above areas aim to restore parity in 
this imbalance of violence and peace. 

Counselling and rehabilitation can, to 
some degree, heal the wounds and scars 
of the years gone by. Thus, many can 
experience healing and respond to society 
in a positive way. 

The media have to take a stand. 
The goodness in the world has to storm 
the headlines and the cover pages. Media 
coverage of humanitarian work can be the 
breath of fresh air that refreshes our spirit. 
Social media have to connect people and 
challenge society to universal good rather 
than just internet polls. 

Education and religion have to 
reinforce the virtues of faith, hope and 
charity in our children. The new generation 
has to know that their inheritance is a 
world fraught with violence but they 
possess a power beyond compare to 
overcome it. 

(This essay, written by Sch Joel 
D’Souza, won the first prize in a competition 
conducted by the ADF.)

The air we breathe is polluted
with hatred, injustice and fear. 
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In an exclusive interview with Portugal's 
Radio Renascença, Pope Francis says that 
"Europe’s greatest challenge is to go back to 
being a mother Europe" and calls Europeans 
to welcome the refugees. The Church should be 
active in the society. “A Church which does not 
go out keeps Jesus imprisoned.” Exceprts from 
the interview: 

Your Holiness, we are expecting 
you in Portugal for the centenary of 
the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. 
Three popes have already visited us 
(John Paul II t0hree times). You are 
very devoted to the Blessed Virgin, 
what do you expect of your trip in 
2017?

Well, let’s get this straight. I 
would very much like to go to Portugal 
for the centenary. In 2017 it is also the 
300 year anniversary of the discovery 
of the image of Our Lady of Aparecida 
in Brazil.

So I would also like to go there 
and I promised that I would. As for 
Portugal, I said I want to go, I’d like 
to go. It is easier to get to Portugal, we 
can go and return on the same day or, 
at the most, go for a day and half or two 
days. To go and see the Blessed Virgin. 
She is a mother, so much a mother, and 
her presence accompanies the people of 
God. So I would like to go to Portugal, 
which is a privileged country.

curious, She always looks to the simple 
souls, doesn’t she? Very simple.

There is a refugee crisis. How 
are you experiencing this situation?

It is the tip of an iceberg. These 
poor people are fleeing war and hunger, 
but that is the tip of the iceberg. Because 
underneath what causes this is a bad 
and unjust socioeconomic system. In 
politics the person always has to be 
in the centre. The dominant economic 

system nowadays has removed the 
person from the centre, placing the god 
of money in its place, the idol of fashion. 
There are statistics, I don’t remember 
precisely, (I might have this wrong), 
but that 17% of the world’s population 
has 80% of the wealth.

And this exploitation of the 
third world countries brings about 
these consequences: All these people 
who now wish to come to Europe…

And the same thing happens in 
the big cities. Why do slums appear in 
the big cities?

interview

By Aura Miguel

“If a refugee 
arrives 

we must welcome 
him”

And what are you expecting of 
the Portuguese? How can we prepare 
for your visit and the best to follow 
Our Lady’s requests?

The Virgin Mary always asks us 
to pray, to look after the family and 
follow the commandments. She doesn’t 
make odd requests. She asks us to pray 
for those who have lost their way, for 
those who say they are sinners – aren’t 
we all? I am the first. But she does ask, 
and those requests should be used 
to prepare, through those motherly 
messages, so motherly… And to make 
herself known through children. It’s 
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interview

It’s the same reasons...
The same. These are people who 

came from the countryside, because 
it has been deforested, because of 
monoculture. They don’t have work, so 
they go to the big cities.

And it’s the same in Africa…
In Africa, the same phenomenon. 

So, these emigrants who are coming to 
Europe are looking for a better life. And, 
of course, for Europe at the moment, 
this is a surprise, because we can barely 
believe these things are happening, 
right? But they are.

B u t  w h e n  y o u  w e n t  t o 
Strasbourg, you said it was necessary 
to act on the causes and not merely on 
the effects. It seems nobody listened 
to you then and, now, the effects are 
clear to see…

We have to go to the causes.
But probably nobody listened 

to you…
Where the causes are hunger, 

we have to create work, investments. 
Where the cause is war, search for 
peace, work for peace. Nowadays the 
world is at war against itself, that is, the 
world is at war, as I say, in instalments, 
bit by bit, but it is also at war against the 
land, because it is destroying the land, 
our common house, the environment. 
The glaciers are melting, in the Arctic, 
the polar bear keeps moving north in 
order to survive…

Further away from Europe there 
is another phenomenon which hurt 
me deeply: the Rohingya Muslim 
ethnic group, probably originating in 
Myanmar. Marginalized and persecuted 
for ethnic and religious reasons. The UN 
has singled out the Rohingya as one of 
the most persecuted minorities in the 
world. They are expelled from their 
country, they get into boats and leave. 
They reach a port or a beach, and they 
are fed and given water and then sent 
out into the sea again, and not taken in. 
There is a lack of capacity for welcoming 
humanity.

Because it is not about tolerating, 
it is more than tolerating: it is 
welcoming…!

W e l c o m i n g  p e o p l e ,  a n d 
welcoming them as they are. I am the 
son of emigrants and I belong to the 
emigration of 1929. But in Argentina, 
since 1884 the Italians and Spaniards 
began to arrive… I don’t know when 
the first wave of the Portuguese arrived. 
But they came mostly from these three 
countries. And when they arrived, some 
had money, others would go to the 
emigrant hotels and from there they 
would be sent to the cities. They would 
go to work, or to search for work. It is 
true that, in those days there was work, 
but the ones from my family, who had 
jobs when they arrived in 1929 ,  by 1932, 
with the economic crisis of the thirties, 
were out on the street, with nothing. My 
grandfather bought a warehouse with 
2000 pesos which he borrowed, and 
my father, who was an accountant, was 
selling goods out of a basket. So they had 
the will to fight, to succeed… I know 
about migration! And then came the 
migrations of the Second World War, 
especially from central Europe, many 
Poles, Slovaks, Croatians, Slovenians 
and also Syrians and Lebanese. And 
we always got along. There was no 
xenophobia in Argentina. And now 
there are the internal migrations within 
Latin America. They come from other 
American countries to Argentina, 
although the number has diminished 
over the past few years, because there 
has been less work in Argentina.

And also from Mexico to the 
United States…

This migration phenomenon is a 
reality. But I want to speak about this 
without pointing my finger at anyone 
in particular. When there is an empty 
space, people try to fill it. If a country 
has no children, immigrants come in and 
take their place. I think of the birth-rate 
in Italy, Portugal and Spain. I believe it is 
close to 0%. So, if there are no children, 
there are empty spaces. And this not 
wanting to have children is, partly – and 
this is my interpretation, which may not 
be correct – due to a culture of comfort, 
isn’t it? In my own family I heard, a few 
years ago, my Italian cousins saying: 

“Children? No. We prefer to travel for 
our vacations, or buy a villa, or this and 
that”… And the elderly are more and 
more alone. I believe Europe’s greatest 
challenge is to go back to being a mother 
Europe…

…as opposed to…
Grandmother Europe. Although, 

there are European countries which 
are young, for example, Albania. 
A l b a n i a  i m p r e s s e d  m e ,  p e o p l e 
around 40, 45… and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, that is, countries which 
have rebuilt themselves after a war.

Which is why you visited them…
Ah yes, of course. It is a sign for 

Europe.
But this challenge to welcome 

these refugees who are making their 
way into Europe, in your point of 
view, could it be positive for Europe? 
Could it be beneficial? Is Europe 
finally waking up, changing track?

It may be. It’s true, I recognize that, 
nowadays, border safety conditions are 
not what they once were. The truth is 
that just 400 kilometres from Sicily 
there is an incredibly cruel terrorist 
group. So there is a danger of infiltration, 
this is true.

Which could reach Rome…
Yes, nobody said Rome would be 

immune to this threat. But you can take 
precautions, and put these people to 
work. But then there is another problem,  
Europe is going through a very big labour 
crisis. There is a country… in fact, three 
countries, although I will not name 
them, but some of the most important 
in Europe, in which unemployment for 
under 25 year olds is, in one country 
40%, in another 47% and in a third 50%. 
There is a labour crisis. Young people 
can’t find work. So it is complicated 
and we can’t be simplistic. Obviously, 
if a refugee arrives, despite all the safety 
precautions, we must welcome him, 
because this is a commandment from 
the Bible. Moses said to his people: 
“welcome the foreigner, because you 
also were a foreigner in the land of 
Egypt”.
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But the ideal would be that they 
didn’t need to flee, that they could 
remain in their own places?

That’s right, yes.

Your Holiness, during the 
Sunday Angelus you made this very 
concrete challenge to welcome 
refugees. Have there been reactions? 
What exactly do you expect?

What I asked was that every 
parish and every religious institute, 
every monastery, should take in one 
family. A family, not just one person. 
A family gives more guarantees of 
security and containment, so as to avoid 
infiltrations of another kind. When I say 
that a parish should welcome a family, 
I don’t mean that they should go and 
live in the priest’s house, in the rectory, 
but that each parish community should 
see if there is a place, say a corner in the 
school which can be turned into a small 
apartment or, if necessary, that they may 
rent a small apartment for this family; 
but that they should be provided with 
a roof, welcomed and integrated into 
the community. I have had many, many 
reactions. There are convents which are 
almost empty…

Two years ago you had already 
made this request. What answers did 
you get?

Only four. One of them was from 
the Jesuits [laughs]; well done, Jesuits! 
But this is a serious subject, because 
there is also the temptation of the god 
money. Some religious orders say “no, 
now that the convent is empty we are 
going to construct a hotel and we can 
have guests, and support ourselves that 
way, or make money”. Well, if that is 
what you want to do, then pay taxes! A 
religious school is tax-exempt because 
it is religious, but if it is functioning as 
a hotel, then it should pay taxes just 
like its neighbour. Otherwise it is not 
fair business.

And you have already said that 
you will be taking in two families, 
here in the Vatican…

Yes, two families. I was told 
yesterday that the families have already 

been identified, and the two Vatican 
parishes have undertaken to go and 
search for them.

They have been identified?
Yes, yes, yes, they have. Cardinal 

Comastri dealt with that – he is my 
vicar-general for the Vatican – along 
with Monsignor Konrad Krajewski, 
who is the Apostolic Almoner, and 
who works with the homeless and 
was in charge of installing the showers 
underneath the colonnade, and the 
barbers – truly marvellous. He is the 
one who takes the homeless to see the 
museums and the Sistine Chapel…

And how long will these families 
be staying?

As long as the Lord wants. We 
don’t know how this will end, do we? 

Nonetheless, I want to say that Europe 
has opened its eyes, and I am thankful 
for it. I thank the European countries 
which have opened their eyes to this.

Our media group has joined 
a platform with other Christian 
institutions, as well as from other 
religions, whose goal is to help 
welcome the refugees. Do you have 
any words of support for those who 
help and also for our listeners and 
staff?

I congratulate you and I thank you 
for what you are doing, and let me give 
you some advice: On Judgement Day we 
already know how we will be judged. It 
is written in chapter 25 of the Gospel 
of St Matthew. When Jesus asks you: 
“I was hungry, did you feed me?” you 
will answer “Yes.” “And when I was a 
refugee, did you help me?”, “Yes”. So 
I congratulate you: you will pass the 

test! And I’d also like to say something 
about the unemployed youth. I think it 
is urgent, especially for those religious 
orders whose mission is education, but 
also for the laypeople, the lay educators, 
to invent courses, short emergency 
schools. If a young unemployed person 
studies cooking or plumbing for six 
months, so as to be able to do small 
jobs – there is always a roof to mend –, 
or as a painter, with that experience he 
will find it easier to get a job, even if it is 
part-time or temporary. He can do what 
we call odd-jobs and that way he won’t 
be jobless. Now we are living in an age of 
emergency education. That is what Don 
Bosco did. Don Bosco, when he saw so 
many children on the street, said, “There 
has to be education.” But he didn’t ship 
the children off to secondary or middle 

school, he got them to learn trades. So 
he arranged for some carpenters and 
some plumbers, who taught them the 
ropes and, that way, they always had a 
way to make a living.

Now I would like to tell a story 
about Don Bosco, here in Rome, near 
Trastevere, 

... Which is a poor area...
…Yes, a very poor area, but now 

young people like to go there. Well, 
Don Bosco drove by in a horse-drawn 
carriage – or in a car, I don’t know – and 
somebody threw a stone and it broke 
the window. So he told the others 
to stop and said: “This is where we 
should stay!” See, faced with an act of 
aggression, he took it as a chance to help 
those people, the children, the young 
people who only knew how to lash 
out. And today there is a small Salesian 
parish in that spot which educates the 
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youth and the children, with its schools 
and homes. It is important that we give 
the youth of today, especially the ones 
who can’t find work, an emergency 
education in some field which allows 
them to make a living.

You are also very critical of 
the European and Western, what is 
known as the first world life style, 
too centred on comfort. What bothers 
you most?

Well, I mean, it is also present 
in some way in American cities, North 
or South America, they have the same 
problem, it isn’t only in Europe… in 
the big cities… In Buenos Aires there 
is a big sector of comfort culture, and 
there are also those slums around the 
cities. One must recognize that Europe 
has an outstanding culture. Truly, it is 
centuries of culture  which bestow an 
intellectual comfort. Anyhow, what I 
would say to Europe has to do with its 
ability to take up once again a leadership 
role in the concert of nations. It should 
once again become the Europe which 
determines the path to follow, because 
it has the culture necessary to do so.

But has Europe maintained its 
identity? Is it in a position to affirm 
its identity?

I thought long and hard about 
what I said in Strasbourg. I’d go back 
to that: Europe has not died. It is a 
little grand-motherly [laughs], but it can 
return to being a mother. And I have 
confidence in the young politicians. The 
young politicians sing a different tune. 
There is a world problem, which affects 
not only Europe but the whole world, 
which is the problem of corruption. 
Corruption at all levels… That also 
reveals a shallow morality, doesn’t it?

your latest encyclical you speak 
of this, you ask people to be more 
aware, but  still those who abstain 
from voting  are more than who vote 
for a political party…

Because people are disappointed. 
Partly, because of corruption, partly 
because of inefficiency, and partly 
because of previous commitments. 

Nevertheless, Europe can – can and 
should – and I repeat what I said in 
Strasbourg, Europe has to fulfil its 
role, that is, to recover its identity. 
True, Europe made a mistake – I’m not 
criticizing, just remembering –, when 
it chose to speak of its identity without 
wanting to recognize the deepest level 
of its identity, its Christians roots. That 
was a mistake. But, well, we all make 
mistakes in life… It’s time to recover 
its faith.

Your Holiness, a question  about 
this wave of individualism.. Generally, 
children are educated to aspire to “not 
having problems and doing what one 
wants”…

Life without problems is dull. It’s 
boring. Man has, within him, the need 
to face and solve conflicts and problems. 
Obviously, an education to not have 
problems is an aseptic education. Try it: 
Take a glass of mineral water, common 
tap water, then take a glass of distilled 
water. It’s disgusting, but the distilled 
water doesn’t have problems… [laughs] 
it’s like raising children in a lab, isn’t 
it? Please…!

Is it important to take risks?
Take risks and always set goals! 

You need to use your feet to educate. 
To educate well you need to have one 
foot firmly planted on the ground and 
another lifted and further forward, 
wondering where you can rest it. And 
when that one is set on the floor I raise 
this one [motions with his feet] and… This 
is educating: To support yourself on 
something safe, but to try and take a 
step forward until it is firm, then another 
step… You might misstep and fall… So, 
lift yourself up and move along!

In this individualist era we 
live in people are always speaking 
of rights, always separated from the 
search for truth. Do you believe that 
this is also a problem that affects how 
one lives one’s faith?

It can be… Always demanding, 
without the generosity of giving. 
We demand our rights, but not our 
obligations towards society. I believe 

that rights and obligations should go 
hand in hand. Otherwise we are creating 
a mirror education; because education 
in front of a mirror is narcissism and 
today we are living in a narcissistic 
civilization. ..We need to move  forward 
and not stand still or keep looking at the 
mirror… so as not to suffer the same fate 
as Narcissus, who looked at himself in 
the mirror so much, and found himself 
so gorgeous, that he drowned. [Blup!]

Your Holiness, you say you 
prefer a bruised Church rather than a 
stagnated Church. What do you mean 
by “bruised”?

Yes, let me explain: it’s an image 
of life. If somebody has a room in his 
house which is closed for long periods, 
it develops humidity, and a bad smell. 
If a church, a parish, a diocese or an 
institute lives closed in on itself it grows 
ill (just like with the closed room) and 
we are left with a scrawny Church, 
with strict rules, no creativity. On the 
contrary – if it goes forth – if a Church 
and a parish go out into the world, then 
once outside they might suffer the same 
fate as anybody else who goes out: have 
an accident. Well in that case, between 
a sick and a bruised Church, I prefer 
the bruised, because at least it went 
into the street. Here I want to repeat 
something that I already said in another 
circumstance: In the Bible, in the book 
of the Apocalypse, there is something 
extremely beautiful about Jesus. I 
believe it is in the second chapter (either 
at the end of the first, or at the beginning 
of the second), in which he is speaking 
to a Church and says “I am at the door 
and I knock” – Jesus is knocking – “If 
you open the door I will come in and 
share a meal with you”. But, I ask, how 
often, in Church, has Jesus knocked 
on the door, but on the inside, so as 
to be let out to proclaim the kingdom. 
Sometimes we appropriate Jesus, just 
for us, and we forget that a Church 
which is not going out into the world, 
a Church which does not go out, keeps 
Jesus imprisoned.

Is that why you were elected 
Pope?!
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You have to ask the Holy Spirit!
[laughs loud]
Holy Father, do you think that 

since you were elected Pope, more 
people see the Church as a mother?

I don’t know. I know that, from 
what I’m told, God has been greatly 
blessing His Church. This is a moment 
which does not depend on me, but 
on the blessing God wishes to give 
His Church, at this time. And now, 
with this Jubilee of Mercy, I hope that 
many people experience the Church as 
mother. Because the Church can suffer 
from the same thing that happened to 
Europe, can’t it? Become too much of 
a grandmother, instead of a mother, 
incapable of generating life.

Is this the reason behind the 
Jubilee of Mercy?

Come all! Come and feel the love 
and the forgiveness of God. In Buenos 
Aires I met a Capuchin friar, a little 
younger than me, who was a great 
confessor. He always has a long queue, 
lots of people, and he confesses all day. 
He is a great “forgiver”, he forgives so 
much. And sometimes he feels guilty 
for having forgiven so much. Once we 
were talking and he said: “Sometimes 
I feel guilty”. And I asked him: “And 
what do you do when you feel guilty 
like that?” – “I go before the tabernacle, 
I look at the Lord and say to Him: Lord, 
forgive me, today I forgave so much, but 
let it be very clear that it is all your fault, 
because you were the one who set me 
the bad example!”

Your Holiness, I would like 
to end with some questions about 
your vocation. At the beginning of 
March, 2013, you were getting ready 
to retire. You had already decided 
where you were going to live, and so 
on. However, you soon became one of 
the most famous people in the World. 
How do you deal with this situation?

I haven’t lost my peace. It is a 
gift… peace is a gift from God. It is a 
gift that God has given me, something 
I could not imagine, considering my age 
and all that. And, what is more, I had 

already prepared my return, imagining 
that a Pope would never be chosen 
during Holy Week. So, if it was taking 
a long time, we would have to be done 
by Saturday, before Palm Sunday. So I 
bought a return ticket, so as to be able 
to celebrate mass on Easter Sunday and 
I even left my sermon prepared on my 
desk. It was something I did not expect. 
In December I was going to be leaving 
my diocese, for which a successor would 
be nominated. It turned out different…

…and now you have quite an 
adventure before you.

Everything… But I did not lose the 
peace. I didn’t lose the peace.

Pope Francis, you are loved all 
over the world, your popularity is 
rising, according to polls, and many 
would like to see you win a Nobel 
Prize… But Jesus warned his followers 
that they would “be hated because 
of my Name”. How do you feel, your 
Holiness?

I often ask myself what my cross 
will be like, what my cross is like… 
Crosses exist. You can’t see them, but 
they are there. Jesus also, for a certain 
time, was very popular, and look at how 
that turned out. So nobody has their 
happiness guaranteed in this world. 
The only thing I ask is that this peace 
in my heart be maintained and that He 
keep me in his Grace, because, until the 
last moment we are sinners and we can 
renounce his Grace. One ting consoles 
me: That Saint Peter committed a 
serious sin – denying Jesus – and then 
they made him Pope… If they made him 
Pope despite that sin, with all my sins 
it is a great consolation, because the 
Lord will look after me as he looked 
after Peter. But Peter died on a cross, 
whereas I don’t know how I’ll die. Let 
Him decide, so long as he gives me 
peace, may His will be done.

How do you manage your 
freedom, being Pope?... Once you 
showed up at a mass in St. Peter’s, 
early in the morning, you went to the 
optician to get your glasses fixed… 
Do you need to have contact with 
people?

Yes, I need to get out, but it’s still 
not easy. But little by little I have some 
contact with people on Wednesdays 
and that helps me a lot. What I miss 
most about Buenos Aires is going out 
and walking in the street.

Shall we end with some quick 
questions? What keeps you awake 
at night?

The truth? I sleep like a rock!

[laughs]

And what motivates you?

Having lots of work to do.

Can non-urgent business wait?

What isn’t urgent?! The little 
things can wait until tomorrow, or after. 
There are things which are very urgent 
and others which are not so urgent… But 
I couldn’t tell you, specifically, if this is 
more urgent than that.

How often do you go to 
confession?

Every fifteen or twenty days. I 
confess to a Franciscan priest, father 
Blanco, who is kind enough to come 
here and confess me. And I never had 
to call an ambulance to take him back, 
in shock over my sins! [laughs]

How, and where, would you 
like to die?

Wherever God wants. Seriously… 
Wherever God wants.

Final question: What do you 
imagine eternity is like?

When I was younger I imagined 
it would be very dull [laughs]. Now, I 
think it is a Mystery of encounter. It 
is almost unimaginable, but it must be 
very beautiful and wonderful to meet 
with God.

Thank you Holy Father.

Thank you, and a big hello to all 
your listeners. And please, I ask you to 
pray for me. God bless you and may the 
Virgin Mary of Fatima protect you.
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Caritas Internationalis 20th General Assembly, held on 12 - 17 May 
‘15 in Rome was a special moment in the history of the Church. The 
Assembly focussed on ‘One Human Family Caring for Creation’, bringing 
together almost 400 participants from nearly 150 countries. A veritable 
United Nations!

The Inaugural Eucharist was presided over by Pope Francis. Among 
the six keynote speakers were Liberation Theologian Fr Gustavo Gutierrez 
and Economist Dr Jeffrey Sachs.

In its path-breaking final message, CI provides a bold vision for 
the care of creation; it states that “no target should be considered as 
met unless achieved for all income and social groups; this fundamental, 
person-centred strategy must be central.”

The Assembly elected Cardinal Tagle of Manila as the new President; 
and named Archbishop Oscar Romero as their patron. Two previous ones 
were St Martin de Porres and Blessed Mother Teresa.

- Cedric Prakash, SJ

Caring for creation

Learning from him

Marching to freedom

Exactly 50 years ago, in March 1965, Martin 
Luther King Jr. (MLK) and others led voting rights’ 
marches from Selma to Montgomery in Alabama, 
U.S.  The final march was a defining moment 
which emancipated the black Americans. It 
compelled President Johnson to sign a bill to 
eliminate restrictions on voting.

Selma is not just a ‘place’; it is about the 
courage, perseverance and resistance of a whole 
group of people beginning with Annie Lee 
Cooper who attempts to exercise her franchise 
and is prevented from doing so by the Registrar 
who is a white man. It is the story of MLK and his 
colleagues who were determined “to overcome”. 
It is a story of how a civil rights movement can 
fall prey to ‘divide and rule’ tactics of the ruling 
class. It is a story of how marital and family life 
can even get disrupted for a greater good.

Selma is a ‘must see’, were it only to listen 
to the stirring speeches of MLK. Given the 
fact that India at this juncture is in need of an 
effective civil rights movement, Selma can be a 
motivational film.                 - Cedric Prakash, SJ

Selma
A film by Ava DuVernay
Starring David Oyelowo, Tom Wilkinson and Tim Roth...

cheers!

Jesus, CEO
Using ancient 
wisdom for visionary 
leadership
By  Laurie Beth Jones
Published by Hyperion Books 
– NY, USA
Pages: 316, Price: Rs.599

Jesus, CEO is one of those remarkable 
books which are simple, practical and hard-
to-put-down. 

The author, Laurie Beth Jones has also 
other highly acclaimed best sellers like The 
Power of Positive Prophecy to her credit.

Jesus,  CEO  i s  meant  to be “an 
inspirational guide for business managers 
which combines spiritual and professional 
advice on how to work with and motivate 
others as a means of accomplishing shared 
goals”.  Jones says, “By harnessing Jesus’ 
leadership techniques each of us can 
become the empowered leaders that the 
next millennium will require.”

                              - Cedric Prakash, SJ
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By Lily Burana

The unusually broad appeal 
of the charismatic 266th 
pontiff, a.k.a. the Francis 

Effect, is well documented. Sparking 
new hope for the Roman Catholic 
Church through a more forgiving 
stance and a genial, media-friendly 
persona, Pope Francis has inspired 
lapsed parishioners to return, while 
extending, for lack of a better term, the 
fan base to those who aren’t Roman 
Catholic, Christian or even particularly 
religious.

The Francis Effect moved me — a 
once-erstwhile Presbyterian married to 
a steadfast Roman Catholic — to have 
our baby daughter baptized in our local 
parish.

And soon, Pope Francis will be on 
his way to the United States. The excite-
ment I feel about my chance at seeing 
him during his Central Park procession 
next Friday, even across the barricades, 
is how a teeny-bopper must have felt 
awaiting the Beatles’ landing in New 
York in 1964.

When I share this pro-Francis 
enthusiasm with others (He ministers 
to the poor! He likes pizza! He’s an 
environmentalist! He used to be a 
bouncer!), I find I’m far from unique in 
my affection. While no statistics exist to 
verify the phenomenon, it appears that, 
yes, the pope crush is a thing.

As if to affirm the enthusiasm, a 
stories-high Pope Francis mural now 
looms over Lower Midtown, and pha-
lanxes of pope bobbleheads nod “yes” 
from vendor displays citywide.

But in the age of social media, 
nothing underscores someone’s crush-

worthiness like a Twitter hashtag. For-
get #bae and #wcw and make way for 
an upsurge in #popecrush — a hashtag 
that can be traced back to the early days 
of his papacy.

The popularity of Pope Francis, 
who was born Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
in Buenos Aires, is often attributed to 
what seems like a relatively laid-back 
politic, and some even insist that he’s 
the “hip” pope.

If anything, Pope Francis is 
the anti-hipster, earnest and self-
deprecating. Though the Bible promises 
that all things can be made new, there 
are only so many ways to reinvent its 

ancient stories, and he brings them 
back to basics: mercy, humility, concern 
for the poor and for the vulnerable 
(including our planet).

My daughter, named for her deeply 
devout, long-departed paternal great-

My crush on Pope Francis
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grandmother, was baptized in a small 
family ceremony last autumn. After an 
exhaustive search for a christening gown 
that didn’t turn her into a bespangled 
miniature pageant contestant or come 
with a bonnet in which she resembled a 
figure from “The Handmaid’s Tale,” her 
father and I presented her for anointing, 
and a trickle of holy water from a silver 
baptismal shell sealed the sacramental 
deal.

Our daughter has since become 
an inquisitive toddler, so I anticipate 
many questions as she grows. There’s 
“Mommy, where did I come from?” but 
there’s also “Mommy, where did we come 
from?”

Nothing motivates you to get your 
spiritual house in order like becoming a 
parent. Faith is complex - especially in 
an interdenominational marriage - and 
my nascent, so-called “walk with the 
Lord” is more a series of stumbles, balks 
and the occasional face-plant. But sort it 
I must. If not for me, then for our girl.

My proclaimed pope crush has 
opened up provocative discussions 
about faith among my friends. While 
reasonably skeptical about organized 
religion, my nearest-and-dearest are 
not without belief — along with the 
conventionally observant are also self-
professed recovering Catholics, some 
who identify not as Jewish but Jew-
ish, and members of the ever-growing 
Spiritual but Not Religious cohort. 
I understand their occasional blank 
stares, uncomfortable assumptions or 
uneasy questions.

The cross as a symbol has become so 
fraught that it alone can no longer do the 

talking, but I can at least engage around 
what it means to me personally.

Necessarily versed in critical 
dialogue-advancing qualifiers like 
inclusive, progressive and affirming, 
I have accepted that to be a modern 
Christian in largely secular circles is 
to be tasked with running defense for 
Team Jesus.

Sometimes, when words fail 
me, I point to Stephen Colbert. For 
contemporary Christians, Mr. Colbert 
is our man on the inside, an emissary (I 
will stop short of saying “missionary”) 
among the mainstream news media.

Alternatively, I can steer people 
to a recent BuzzFeed video called “I’m a 
Christian, but I’m Not … ” which presents 
a range of young people speaking from 
an all-embracing Christian space, which 
garnered an astonishing 11 million 
Facebook views within three days of 
its debut.

The questions — and the suspicion 
behind them — are well founded, because 
the theological rift in the Church, as 
showcased in the legal and social arena, 
feels less like a so-called culture war 
and more like an attempted hijacking 
of the heart of Christ, and, I daresay, 
at times an exodus from basic decency.

But the news is not without 
encouragement, and Pope Francis is at 
the fore of many promising headlines. 
Earlier this month, he opened the door 
for women who have received abortions 
to seek forgiveness from their priest. “I 
am well aware of the pressure that has 
led them to this decision,” the pontiff 
wrote earlier this year. “I know that it is 
an existential and moral ordeal.”

He has also called for easier access 
to annulments for Catholics who seek 
them, and urged a more welcoming 
standpoint on divorced parishioners.

Some may call that too little, too 
late. But to those who feel that way, 
who may then urge me to abandon any 
support for such an archaic institution 
as the Church, be it Roman Catholic or 
Protestant, I have my own question: If I 
abandon the Church, then to whom am 
I abandoning it?

In clerical parlance, the opening 
of a new church is called a “planting,” 
which I love, as it suggests that the 
church is a living, breathing thing that 
can grow and evolve. Just like us.

Back when Pope John Paul II 
visited the city in 1979, my husband 
ditched his classes at Stuyvesant High 
School to see him at Shea Stadium, a 
transgression for which dispensation 
can safely be assumed. He counts it as 
one of his life’s most meaningful events.

For him, for me, for so many of us 
who feel shunted aside in coverage of 
issues of faith, what religion represents 
is not control or a call to blind obedience 
or a cloak for corruption, but love 
and hope. Pope Francis, to us, is love 
and hope. Love for meaningful ties to 
tradition as well as hope for progress in 
the future.

Crushes are Cupid’s deepest 
silliness made manifest, the ultimate 
in romantic caprice. But this particular 
crush also speaks to what religion has 
tendered since its inception: a font of 
promise, a place of refuge and rest and a 
reminder that even when we feel alone, 
we aren’t.

So, yes, I have a crush on the pope 
— an affection that is larger than the 
crush itself. What seems like a lark is 
a reminder that as much as faith can 
present a conundrum, and feel at times 
like a chore, faith can also be a delight. 
What spiritual aspirant could deny 
room in her heart for that?

He brings the ancient Bible stories back
to basics: mercy, humility, concern
for the poor and for the vulnerable 

(including our planet).
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Jean Vanier is a French Canadian 
Catholic philosopher and humanitarian who 
founded L’Arche, an international network of 
147 communities (35 countries, five continents) 
for mentally disabled persons and their 
caregivers. With Marie-Hélène Mathieu, Mr. 
Vanier also founded Faith and Light, a network 
of 1,500 support groups in 82 countries that 
similarly urges solidarity among people with 
and without disabilities. He is this year ‘s 
winner of the Templeton Prize, a $1.7 million 
award honoring his affirmation of the spiritual 

continues to reside today. Mr. Vanier named 
his new home “L’Arche” after Noah’s Ark, 
gradually establishing similar communities 
in other countries. Mr. Vanier holds a Ph.D 
in philosophy from the Institut Catholique 
de Paris, where he wrote his dissertation 
on Aristotle’s notion of happiness. He is the 
author of more than 30 books, including most 
recently The Gospel of John, the Gospel 
of Relationship (2015). His previous 
humanitarian awards incl0ude the French 
Legion of Honour (2002) and the Pacem in 
Terris Peace and Freedom Award (2013).

Excerpts from the interview Mr Vanier 
gave  to Sean Salai, SJ and published in 
America:

On March 15, we learned that you 
are the 2015 winner of the Templeton 
Prize. Why are you giving the $1.7 
million cash award from this prize 
to developmentally disabled people?

Well, it’s very simple: It’s because 
of them that I won the prize. The prize 
was awarded because L’Arche and Faith 
and Light have grown across the world 
and because people with disabilities 
have changed other people. So it’s 
obvious that if it’s because of them I 
received the prize, the prize must go 
back to them. In this way, they can 
continue their work of changing the 

hearts of people and leading them to 
Jesus.

W h a t  g i f t s  d o  m e n t a l l y 
handicapped persons bring to society?

They have beautiful hearts, they 
don’t have big heads, they’re not people 
who want to know things. What they 
want to know is: “Do you love me?” 
Maybe that is what we all want to know: 
“Do you love me?” Maybe that is the heart 
of the Christian message: that Jesus loves 
us and therein is our joy. That is what 
people with disabilities reveal to us. 

What is love?
Love is to reveal to someone: “you 

are beautiful and you have value.” That 

is the secret of love. It’s not primarily to 
do things for people, because then we 
find our glory in doing things. The secret 
of love is to reveal to someone that “you 
are precious,” that “you are beautiful.”

You’ve talked a lot about the 
“tyranny of the normal” and the 
“religion of success.” What do you 
mean by those comments?

We live in a culture of success 
and winning, a culture of power, and 
a culture of knowledge. When we are 
caught up in the knowledge that we 
must win and must have individual 
success, we very often leave behind 

By Sean Salai, SJ

God chooses
the despised

An Interview with
2015 Templeton Prize Laureate

Jean Vanier

dimensions of life. Mr. Vanier, 87, has said he 
intends to give this money to developmentally 
disabled persons in the L’Arche network.

While Mr. Vanier was visiting France 
late in 1963, he had his first encounter 
with intellectually disabled men living in 
government-sponsored psychiatric hospitals, 
and he quickly understood them to be “the 
most oppressed people on the planet.” The 
first L’Arche community began a few months 
later when he invited two men, Raphael Simi 
and Philippe Seux, to leave their institution 
and live with him at a house in Trosly-Breuil, 
a small village north of Paris where he 
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those who are weaker. The gospels 
reveal something really very new, that 
the mission of Jesus is to announce a 
good news to the poor. What is that 
good news? It’s not just that “God loves 
you,” but that “I love you!” The whole of 
the message of Jesus is to reveal to the 
poor that they are precious, whereas we 
live in societies where so frequently they 
are put aside.

You were a philosophy professor 
at St. Michael’s College in Toronto 
before you started L’Arche, but you 
gave up a comfortable academic career 
to live with the mentally challenged. 
What moved you to do this?

I think it was simply because I 
felt that Jesus wanted me to do it. I 
felt attracted to the mystery of people 
with disabilities particularly when 
I found out how crushed they have 
been. We have to remember what St 
Paul said: “God has chosen the weak 
and the foolish to confound those who 
are caught up in intellectuality and in 
power.” God chose the most despised, 
so if God chose them, then Jesus wanted 
me to be with them!

What is the philosophy of 
L’Arche?

The philosophy of L’Arche is very 
simple. The important thing is that 
people who have been pushed aside 
and humiliated, need to be shown 
that they are precious. So it’s living 
together in community that we reveal 
to each other that “you’re precious.” 
The wonderful thing is that when we 
live with people with disabilities, not 
only are they transformed because 
they discover they’re loved, but we also 
are transformed. That is the secret of  
L’Arche: that we transform each other 
by helping each other to become more 
human and more like Jesus.

What role does the Catholic 
faith play at L’Arche?

L’Arche’s first seeds were planted 
in the soil of the Catholic Church. 
However, L’Arche quickly became 

ecumenical and interreligious as it 
welcomed men and women with 
disabilities who belonged to different 
denominations and different religions. 
L’Arche has often used the ritual of 
the washing of the feet as a universal 
symbol of servant leadership, unity and 
communion. Catholic means universal, 
and Jesus teaches us a universal love. 
Faith, religion, and culture find their 
deepest meaning, as they become a way 
to permit us to be bonded to God, the 
God of love and compassion, which 
gives us the wisdom to meet others who 
are different as persons. Every person - 
whatever his culture, religion, values, 
abilities or disabilities - is important 
and precious to God.

Who are your role models in the 
Catholic faith, either living or dead?

The real role model is Jesus and 
he is revealed to us in the Gospels. We 
see how he lived, and the parables he 
told. For example, take the parable 
of the Good Samaritan where Jesus 
says: “do what he did,” that’s to say be 
compassionate. 

W h a t  h a v e  y o u  l e a r n e d 
from living with the intellectually 
handicapped?

I have learned that the message 
of Jesus is really a question of humility. 
The incredible thing about Jesus is 
that he was with God, he was God, 
and he descended and became a human 
being, and accepted to be rejected and 
crucified. The incredible thing is that 
these little people teach us how to grow 
in humility. Humility is to enter into a 
relationship with people who have been 
humiliated. It’s a beautiful way to learn 
how to live the Gospel message.

How do you pray?
It is a strange question! “How 

do you pray?” means “what is your 
relationship with Jesus?” because that 
is what prayer is. It’s a relationship, 
it’s sitting hand in hand with Jesus. 
John the beloved disciple rested on the 
heart of Jesus. So to pray is just to be 
with Jesus, to rest with Him. There are 

times when it’s really important to be 
alone with Jesus, and to take time to 
listen to Him. Listen to the words of the 
Apocalypse: “The Lord says ‘I stand and 
I knock at the door, if somebody hears 
me and opens the door, I will enter...” So, 
to pray is somehow to call out to Jesus 
and to accept his invitation, or rather to 
invite Jesus into our hearts so that we 
can become his friends. So to pray is to 
be a friend of Jesus.

What is your favorite scripture 
passage and why?

I think that every day my favorite 
scripture passage is different. I don’t 
know how there could be one favorite 
scripture passage.The heart of the 
Gospel message is when Jesus says: 
“abide in my love.” Maybe the one that 
centers everything is “to remain in the 
love of Jesus.”

Where do you find Jesus Christ 
in your life?

It’s in my heart. This extraordinary 
text we find in the 14th chapter of Saint 
John: “If somebody loves me, he’ll keep 
my word and my father will love him 
and we shall come and make our home 
in him.” So, the gift is to find Jesus in 
my own heart. That connection and 
presence need to be nourished daily, 
finding Jesus in the Word of God, in 
the Eucharist and in the Church. What 
is important to me is that Jesus lives in 
me and I live in Him.

There was an English-language 
documentary about you in the 1980s 
called “The Heart Has Its Reasons.” 
What is the greatest desire of your 
heart today?

Just to be faithful to Jesus and 
to remain in His love. I need His help 
just to be faithful and to continue on 
this road. This is particularly true as 
I become more fragile, as I’m 87 today. 
I need His help just to live what I’m 
called to live in the Spirit of Jesus. I need 
strength to be what He wants me to be, 
every day.

Courtesy: www.americamagazine.org
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An article titled, ‘The Shad-
ow of Death,’ in the New 
York Times Sunday Magazine 

(26 July ’15) asks this dramatic ques-
tion.Within a century (1910-2010), the 
number of Christians in countries such 
as Egypt, Israel, Palestine and Jordan 
has plummeted from 14 to 4 per cent of 
the population.

Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal of 
Jerusalem said recently that the condition 
of Palestinians in the West Bank is still 
undoubtedly better compared to the 
hardships faced by Christians in Syria 
and Iraq - particularly those who are 
forced to abandon their homes due to 
the advance of Islamic State militia.

 The New York Times article begins 
with the story of Diyaa and Rana, a 
couple from Qaraqosh, the largest 
Christian city in the Nineveh Plain 
in Iraq – a 1,500-square-mile plot of 
contested land that lies between Iraq’s 
Kurdish north and its Arab south. Until 
last summer, this was a flourishing 
city of 50,000, in Iraq’s breadbasket. 
Wheat fields and chicken and cattle 
farms surrounded a town filled with 
numerous bars and other businesses. 
Their story has its roots in the early 
days of the Christian faith in that land: 
these testimonies are given against a 
backdrop of fear caused by the spread 
of ISIS militia, wells that are drying up 
(in areas where temperatures climb to 
110°F, or 43°C), mass beheadings, the 
flight of populations to Erbil, the capital 
of the Kurdish zone that is located 50 
miles further north.

 “Most of Iraq’s Christians,” the 
report says, “call themselves Assyrians, 
Chaldeans or Syriac, different names 
for a common ethnicity rooted in 
the Mesopotamian kingdoms that 
flourished between the Tigris and the 
Euphrates Rivers thousands of years 
before Jesus. Christianity arrived during 

the first century, according to Eusebius, 
an early church historian who claimed 
to have translated letters between Jesus 
and a Mesopotamian king. Tradition 
holds that Thomas, one of the Twelve 
Apostles, sent Thaddeus, an early 
Jewish convert, to Mesopotamia to 
preach the Gospel.

As Christianity grew, it coexisted 
alongside older traditions such as 
Judaism, Zoroastrianism and the 
monotheism of the Druze, Yazidis and 
Mandeans, among others: all together 
they form a “fractious community 
divided by doctrinal differences that 
persist today”. “When the first Islamic 
armies arrived from the Arabian 
Peninsula during the seventh century, 
the Assyrian Church of the East was 
sending missionaries to China, India and 
Mongolia. The shift from Christianity to 
Islam happened gradually. Much as 
the worship of Eastern cults largely 

gave way to Christianity, Christianity 
gave way to Islam. Under Islamic rule, 
Eastern Christians lived as protected 
people, dhimmi: They were subservient 
and had to pay the jizya (the tax paid by 
non-Muslims) but were often allowed 
to observe practices forbidden by Islam, 
including eating pork and drinking 

alcohol. Muslim rulers tended to be 
more tolerant of minorities than their 
Christian counterparts, and for 1,500 
years, different religions thrived side 
by side.”

One hundred years ago, two 
events led to the longest period of 
anti-Christian violence: the fall of the 
Ottoman Empire and World War I. 
“The genocide waged by the Young 
Turks in the name of nationalism, not 
religion,” the report goes on to say, 
“left at least two million Armenians, 
Assyrians and Greeks dead. Nearly all 
were Christians. Among those who 

“Is this the end
of Christianity

in the Middle East?”

By Maria Teresa Pontara Pederiva



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India OCTOBER 2015                                              24

church & world

survived, many of the better educated 
left for the West. Others settled in Iraq 
and Syria, where they were protected 
by the military dictators.”

Within a century, (1910-2010), 
the number of Christians in the Middle 
East, in countries such as Egypt, Israel, 
Palestine and Jordan, continued to fall: 
“once 14 percent of the population, 
Christians now make up roughly 4 
percent. In Iran and Turkey, they’re all 
but gone,” says the article. “In Lebanon, 
the only country in the region where 
Christians hold significant political 
power, their numbers have shrunk over 
the past century, to 34 percent from 78 
percent of the population. Low birth 
rates have contributed to this decline, 
as well as hostile political environments 
and economic crisis. Fear is also a driver. 
The rise of extremist groups, as well as 
the perception that their communities 
are vanishing, causes people to leave.”

 “For more than a  decade, 
extremists have targeted Christians 
and other minorities, who often serve 
as stand-ins for the West. This was 
especially true in Iraq after the U.S. 
invasion, which caused hundreds of 
thousands to flee.” ‘‘Since 2003, we’ve 
lost priests, bishops and more than 60 
churches were bombed,’’ Bashar Warda, 
the Chaldean Catholic archbishop of 
Erbil, said. With the fall of Saddam 
Hussein, Christians began to leave Iraq 
in large numbers, and the population 
shrank to less than 500,000 today from 
as many as 1.5 million in 2003.”

 “The Arab Spring only made 
things worse. As dictators like Mubarak 
in Egypt and Qaddafi in Libya were 
toppled, their longstanding protection 
of minorities also ended. Now, ISIS is 
looking to eradicate Christians and 
other minorities altogether. The group 
twists the early history of Christians 
in the region - their subjugation by the 
sword - to legitimize its millenarian 
enterprise,” using the media to send out 
warnings to the population.

For the first time, “the future of 
Christianity in the region of its birth is 

now uncertain.” ‘‘How much longer can 
we flee before we and other minorities 
become a story in a history book?’’ says 
Nuri Kino, a journalist and founder 
of the advocacy group, Demand for 
Action. According to a Pew study, more 
Christians are now faced with religious 
persecution than at any time since their 
early history. ‘‘ISIL has put a spotlight 
on the issue,’’ says Anna Eshoo, a 
California Democrat in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, whose parents are 
from the region and who voices the 
concerns of Eastern Christians.”

 “Since the civil war broke out 
in Syria in 2011, Assad has allowed 
Christians to leave the country. Nearly 
a third of Syria’s Christians, about 
600,000, have found themselves with no 
choice but to flee the country.”

Bassam’s story is emblematic: 
“his brother Yussef moved to Chicago 
two years earlier. He didn’t have a job 
yet, but his wife worked at Walmart. 
Maybe they would help ... “What can I 
do? I have four kids, I can’t leave them 
here to die”.”

 “This spring the U.N. Security 
Council met to discuss the plight 
of Iraq’s religious minorities. ‘‘If we 
attend to minority rights only after 
the slaughter has begun, then we have 
already failed,’’ Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, 
the high commissioner for Human 
Rights, said.”

 “It has been nearly impossible,” says 
the article, “for two U.S. presidents 
- Bush, a conservative evangelical; 
and Obama, a progressive liberal — 
to address the plight of Christians, 
explicitly for fear of appearing to 
play into the crusader and ‘‘clash of 
civilizations’’ narratives the West is 
accused of embracing ... “One of the 
blind spots of the Bush administration 
was the inability to grapple with this as 
a direct by-product of the invasion,’’ says 
Timothy Shah, the associate director of 
Georgetown University’s Religious 
Freedom Project.”

 “More recently,” the report goes 
on to say, “the White House has been 

criticized for eschewing the term 
‘‘Christian’’ altogether. The issue of 
Christian persecution is politically 
charged; the Christian right has long 
used the idea that Christianity is 
imperilled to rally its base. When ISIS 
massacred Egyptian Copts in Libya 
this winter, the State Department came 
under fire for referring to the victims 
merely as ‘‘Egyptian citizens.’’ Daniel 
Philpott, a professor of political science 
at the University of Notre Dame, says, 
‘‘When ISIS is no longer said to have 
religious motivations nor the minorities 
it attacks to have religious identities, 
the Obama administration’s caution 
about religion becomes excessive.’’

Even if ISIS were to be defeated, 
the fate of religious minorities in Syria 
and Iraq would look a very sorry one: 
“We’ve been here as a race for 6,000 
years and as Christians for 1,700 years,’’ 
says Dr. Srood Maqdasy, a member of 
the Kurdish Parliament. ‘‘We have our 
own culture, language and tradition. 
If we live within other communities, 
all of this will be dissolved within two 
generations.’’

 “The practical solution, according 
to many Assyrian Christians, is to 
establish a safe haven on the Nineveh 
Plain. ‘‘If the West could take in so 
many refugees and the U.N.H.C.R. 
handle an operation like that, then 
we wouldn’t ask for a permanent 
solution,’’ says Nuri Kino, of A Demand 
for Action. Otherwise some form of no-
fly zone could be a solution although 
international backing for this would 
need to be verified.

Others, meanwhile, believe that the 
days of peaceful co-existence between 
religions are at an end: ‘We don’t have 
time to wait for solutions,’’ said the 
Rev. Emanuel Youkhana, the head of 
Christian Aid Program Northern Iraq. 
‘‘Iraq was a forced marriage between 
Sunni, Shia, Kurds and Christians, and it 
has failed,’’ Youkhana said. ‘‘ Now even 
I, a priest, favor divorce.’’

Courtesy: http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/
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By Paolo Pegoraro

The 36th General Congregation of the 
Society of Jesus will begin with the Eucharist 
on the evening of 2 Oct 2016.  It will elect the 
successor of Fr. Adolfo Nicolás and it will 
discern the calls that the Lord makes to the 
whole Society today.  It is an event of ecclesial 
importance since the Society is the largest 
religious congregation in the Catholic Church, 
and it is active on every Continent at the service 
of the same Church. 

We asked Fr. Orlando Torres, who 
participated at GC 35 as secretary of the 
election, to tell us in detail how the Congregation 
unfolds.  Originally from Puerto Rico, Fr. 
Torres worked for 10 years at the General 
Curia as General Counselor and Assistant 
for the formation of Jesuits.  Since June 2014, 
he is Rector of the International College of the 
Gesù.

What is the relationship between 
the General Congregation and the 
Superior General?

First of all we must bear in mind 
that the supreme legislative body of the 
Society is the General Congregation, 
not the Superior General, who in turn 
represents in a certain way the executive 
function, that is, he is called to put into 
action the orientations that  emerge 
in the GC.  It is so much so that the 
Superior General is able to present his 
resignation – as Fr. Arrupe did after 

Interview with

Luis Orlando Torres, SJ
Rector of the International College of the Gesù

Toward

36th General Congregation
of the Society of Jesus

suffering an stroke, or as Fr. Kolvenbach 
did in 2008 and then Fr. Nicolás will do 
in 2016 – but his resignation has to be 
discussed and accepted by the General 
Congregation.  One of the two tasks of 
the Congregation is, therefore, to elect 
a new General.

The other task is to reflect on the 
life and mission of the Society in light 
of the signs of the times.  Differently 
from the religious chapters of other 
religious congregations, the General 
Congregation is not convened at set 
intervals of time.  It is mostly convoked 
for the election of the Superior General, 
because it takes Jesuits away from 
mission and St. Ignatius did not want 
this to happen unless there were motives 
of utmost importance.  However, in 
the past a GC has also been called for 
reasons other than the election, usually 
due to especially long Generalates, such 
as that of Claudio Acquaviva – who was 
elected at 37 years of age and guided the 
Society for about 34 years – and Peter-
Hans Kolvenbach who was Superior 
General for almost 25 years.

B e s i d e s  t h e  G e n e r a l 
Congregation, there is also the 
Congregation of Procurators, which 
meets at regular intervals.  What is 
its role?

This is another characteristic 
proper to the Society, which began in 
the early years on the occasion of the 
2nd General Congregation (1556).  At 
the Congregation a discussion arose 

regarding the obligation to convoke or 
not the General Congregation at fixed 
times, but the Congregation rejected this 
proposal.  However, in order to respond 
to the request of General Congregations 
at fixed times, a specific number of 
the Constitutions that deals with 
information to be provided to Fr  General, 
was implemented through the creation 
of the Procurators´ Congregation.

The Procurator is  a  Jesuit 
elected by the Province Congregation 
– therefore not the Superior of the 
Province but a regular Jesuit who visits 
the communities and writes a report on 
the state of the province.  Each Province 
sends a Procurator to this Congregation, 
which meets with Fr General and his 
Council every three years, in order to 
put together the individual reports 
and obtain a comprehensive view of 
the state of the Society.  If the state 
of the Society deems it necessary, 
the Procurators´ Congregation can 
request the convocation of a General 
Congregation and the General must 
convoke it in 18 months.  This structure 
has been maintained for many years – 
thus far 70 Procurators´ Congregations 
have taken place – even if now the 
Congregation meets every four years 
since the conclusion of the last General 
Congregation.

Prior to a General Congregation 
the Provinces prepare a report of the 
state of the individual provinces in 
order to help in drafting the state of the 
universal Society.

What should the Delegates 
to the GC keep in mind when they 
elect the new General? What are the 
characteristics of the Superior General 
according to St. Ignatius?

Ignatius speaks of the Superior 
General in Part IX of the Constitutions.   
The General should be closely united 
with God our Lord and have familiarity with 
him.  The second quality is that he be a 
person whose example of religious life inspires 
the companions; endowed with gifts of great 
intelligence, judgment and prudence.  Ignatius 
also talks about his “physical appearance”, 
since it is a task that requires good health, 



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India OCTOBER 2015                                              26

issues society

Courtesy: La Gregoriana


even more so today if we consider 
the extensive traveling the General is 
expected to undertake.  In fact, lack 
of good health or advanced age in the 
Superior General can be motives for 
presenting his resignation.  Ignatius 
concludes saying that even if any of 
these qualities should be wanting, he 
should not lack great kindness and love for 
the Society, nor good judgment accompanied 
by sound learning.  His collaborators can 
help him in what he lacks.

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e s e 
characteristics ,  he should have 
magnanimity and fortitude to guide the Society 
with perseverance to face the challenges that 
the Congregation calls him to address. 
It is worth noting that the last three 
Generals had all lived experiences of 
mission in the Middle- or Far East. 
This means that one of the main 
characteristics for a General today is 
a certain “cultural intelligence”, that is, an 
openness and freedom, which allows him, 
not just to be in contact with, but also 
to accept and live other cultural realities from 
within.”

Concretely, how is the Superior 
General elected?  It may not be 
possible for all participants to know 
other Jesuits adequately.

Here we have a mode of election 
difficult to believe in if one has not 
taken part in it!  It happens this way.  
After the presentation of the report on 
the state of the Society, we have four 
days of the so-called murmurationes.  In an 
atmosphere of prayer and discernment, 
with daily exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and many Jesuits praying 
together, those participating in the 
Congregation dialogue with each other 
– one by one, never in groups – and only 
among themselves, asking whether in 
that province or region of the world 
there are names of persons who could 
assume the role of General, the qualities 
of that person and his limitations.  It 
is absolutely forbidden to say, “vote or 
do not vote for this person”.  It is not 
allowed to form “pressure groups” or 
to have “candidates”.  A commission 
called De Ambitu (on ambition) ensures 

that the process is free from any attempt 
to pressure in favor or against anyone, 
as well as from any attempt at self-
promotion.  Ambition was something 
Ignatius detested more than anything 
else, and the commission on Ambition 
can exclude from the Congregation 
anyone trying to run for office or to be 
a ¨kingmaker¨.

Let´s talk about the election as 
such.

After those four days of personal 
exchange the election takes place.  
It begins with a brief exhortation – 
about 15 minutes – by a Jesuit chosen 
to do this, in which he encourages 
the delegates to elect the person most 
apt for the greater glory of God.  The 
exhortation is followed by 45 minutes 
of silent prayer; and it is there that each 
one is called to choose whom to elect.  
The vote is written by each person, on 
a paper ballot, and signed, because it is 
forbidden to vote for oneself.  Someone 
who is not present at the Congregation 
can be elected, but he has to be a priest, 
professed of four vows.

And it is a surprise to see how 
the names come up already on the first 
ballot.  Fr Arrupe was elected on the 
fourth ballot, Fr Nicolás obtained the 
majority vote on the second ballot; 
Fr. Kolvenbach was elected at the 
first ballot…thus showing there was 
wide consensus regarding his gifts at a 
difficult moment for the Society.  We 
should not forget that the members of 
the Congregation are locked in the Aula, 
without any contact with the external 
world, and cannot go out until they 
elect the General.

Will there be anything new or 
different at GC 36?

Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  n e w 
developments in light of the experience 
of the last Congregations.  For instance, 
the report on the State of the Society 
will be ready before the start of the 
General Congregation in order to 
allow for a more serene and reflected 
formulation.  Also, the previous work 
done by other commissions on various 

topics will be considered part of the 
General Congregation.  Finally, for 
the first time six Jesuit Brothers will 
participate as electors with the right to 
vote in the election of the General.

Taking  into  account  the 
contemporary situation of the world 
and the Church, what are some topics 
that may probably be part of the 
reflection?

In the letter of convocation of 
the General Congregation, Fr. Nicolás 
asked each Jesuit to reflect and discern the 
three most important calls that the Lord 
makes to the Society today.  It seems to 
me that gathering together these calls 
could indicate some important themes 
for the General Congregation.  I think 
we should also keep in mind the call of 
the Holy Father to go to the frontiers 
and peripheries of the world, issues 
connected with migrants and refugees, 
the Jubilee of Mercy, the Synod on the 
family.  It is important to recall that 
the well-known decree 4 of GC 32 on 
the service of faith and the promotion 
of justice was inspired as follow-up to 
the Synod on Justice in 1971-72.

Another big issue that I think 
should be addressed is the demographic 
change in the Society.  As it happens in 
the universal Church, the number of 
young Jesuits grows especially in Asia 
(47%) and Africa (20%), it remains 
more or less the same in Latin America 
(12%), and continues to diminish in 
Europe (12%) and the United States 
(9%).  That means that 79% of young 
Jesuits is found in the global South 
(Asia, Africa and Latin America) while 
only 21% is found in the whole of 
Europe and the United States.  The 
Society of the future, and by that I 
mean in the next ten years, will show 
a different face.  Considering that key 
positions in many institutions – such 
as in the Gregorian University – have 
been occupied by Jesuits from Europe 
and North America, we must reflect on 
the consequences of this demographic 
change so as not to find ourselves 
unprepared.”
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tribute

When he breathed 
his last breath at St 
Philomena’s Hospital, 

Bangalore at 6.35 p.m. on Tuesday, 18 

August 2015, Fr Ronald Prabhu, or Fr 
Ronnie as he was fondly called, left a 
numb sense of emptiness in the hearts 
of more than a few thousands of his 
near and dear ones.  Not that the end 
had come of a sudden.  The news of his 
battle with cancer, ever since it was 
detected seven months ago in January, 
had spread like wildfire, causing anguish 
not only among his Jesuit brethren 
but also among the vast number of 
his friends and acquaintances from all 
walks of life.  Such was the personal care 
and warmth of affection that Ronnie 
exuded to anyone who approached 
him, be it for material help, emotional 
support or spiritual guidance.  No 
wonder therefore that more than 3,000 
persons – Christians, Hindus, Muslims, 
Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists and Bahai’s  – 
tearfully  filed past his mortal remains 
in the chapel of St Joseph’s Boys’ High 
School, Bangalore, to pay homage  to 
their beloved Fr Ronnie Prabhu at his 
funeral service on 20 Aug.

Fr Ronnie was a highly esteemed 
and deeply loved Jesuit of the Karnataka 
Province.  Born in Mangalore, he had his 
primary and high school education at 
St Aloysius College, until he joined the 
novitiate in Calicut in 1957 at the age 
of 17.   His years of Jesuit training left 
no doubt in the minds of his formators 
concerning his superior intellect, 
warmth in relationships and vocational 
commitment. His extraordinary gift for 
communication placed him among the 
most sought after resource persons for 
retreats, seminars, workshops, chapters 
and orientation programs.  His friends 
included the young and the old, the 
learned and the unlettered, the rich and 
the poor,  yes, the friend and the foe.  

Ronnie ’s  preferred area of 
ministry, however, was inter-religious 
dialogue. Early in his priestly life which 
began with his ordination in 1970, 
he endeavored to build bridges of 

understanding between followers of 
different religions.  Made the director 
of the newly started institute for non-
institutional apostolates, which he 
christened “Ashirvad,” Ronnie launched 
into a new venture – promoting harmony 
among religions. The personal charisma 
of Ronnie Prabhu animated and sustained 
the inter-religious harmony movement 
which had its headquarters in Ashirvad, 
Bangalore.  Today, “Ashirvad IRHM” 
(short for Ashirvad Inter-Religious 
Harmony Movement) has come to be 
known as one of the best paradigms of 
communal harmony in the country.

Recognizing Ronnie’s talent for 
creativity and compassion, innovation 
and interpersonal relationships, the 
Karnataka Province placed him in 
responsible positions almost from 
day one of his priestly ministry.  He 
was twice director of Ashirvad in 
Bangalore, twice superior of Fatima 
Retreat House in Mangalore, Rector 
of Mount St Joseph and St Joseph’s 
College, Bangalore,  Rector of St Aloysius 
College, Mangalore, and Provincial of 
Karnataka.  But power and authority 
did not go to his head.  What stood out 

in all his assignments was his simplicity, 
humility and love.  

The two roles – one, of P.R.O. of the 
Archdiocese of Bangalore and the other, 
of Secretary of the KRCBC  Commission 
for Dialogue & Ecumenism - gave 
him opportunity to travel to different 
churches and dioceses of Karnataka 
to sow the seeds of ecumenical and 
inter-religious harmony and to reap 
an early harvest.  Not surprisingly, 
almost every Christian denomination 
and every religious community found 
in Ronnie its own champion!  He was 
still actively managing these two roles 
right through his terminal illness until 
the day he commended his spirit to the 
heavenly Father.

Ronnie will be remembered not 
so much for the books he wrote or the 
buildings he put up.  The bulk of his 
legacy has been written on the hearts 
of persons he built up who might well 
describe Ronnie’s impact on them in 
words like “He touched me, and I have 
grown”.   “Ashirvad” (30, St Mark’s Road, 
Bangalore)  will remain for decades to 
come a monument to the memory of the 
man who founded it and  a blessing to his 
admirers.  Having experienced Ronnie’s 
cordial friendship or unconditional 
acceptance, they are primed to pass on 
the same to their fellow human beings.  

Some of his friends found Ronnie 
a happy-go-lucky ecclesiastic lacking 
depth in his convictions and spirituality.  
Only his close friends discerned his deep 
faith concealed behind a lighthearted 
exterior.  He would describe himself as 
a “pampered child of God,” an expression 
that made perfect sense to Christians as 
much as to non-Christians. In the late 
‘90s, Ronnie’s doctors had found that 
his heartbeat was irregular and that he 
needed a pace maker.  Fitted with one, 
Ronnie wrote in his journal: “I have been 
given a pace maker so that I can keep 
pace with my Maker.”  That in a way 
sums up his spirituality.   Ronnie kept 
pace with his Maker with the conviction 
of a “pampered child of God.”

- Pradeep Sequeira, SJ

Ronald N. Prabhu, SJ
1940 – 2015

A pampered 
child of God
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obituaries

Hilary Pereira, SJ 
(KAR) 1924 - 2015

On 31 Aug we laid to rest a fine Jesuit, a 
good priest and a lovable human being. 91 is a 
ripe, old age. But Hilary Pereira never behaved 
as an old man. He was always full of curiosity, 
concern and interest in all that was going on 
around him. He made it a point to come for the 
community recreations even after being confined 
to a wheel chair. He intently listened to what 

others were saying and made witty remarks and clever retorts. 
Even on the eve of his wholly unexpected demise he was there 
for our recreation on Saturday night, actively engaged in the give 
and take, correcting our English pronunciation and supplying bits 
of general knowledge. That is why when he left us at 10.15 on 
Sunday morning it was a rude shock. He had just had breakfast 
and told the boy attending on him to go for Mass and that in the 
meantime he would rest. When the boy returned after the mass 
and checked on Hilary he was gone. Like the flame of a candle just 
going out without even a flicker! No struggle, no pain, no agony! 
Hilary surrendered his soul to the Lord gently, and serenely.  

Hilary was a versatile Jesuit – a real all-rounder. He was 
a master musician, an accomplished athlete, a skilled swimmer,  
a hardened hockey player, a consummate cricketer, a top class 
tennis champion, a popular public speaker, a trendy toast master, 
a mesmerising MC, a tireless teacher, a green-fingered gardener, 
and a much appreciated animator of Christian Life Communities. 

Hilary was born in Bantwal, Dakshina Kannada on 13 
Jan 1924 and joined the Society on 20 July 1953. He did his 
novitiate and Juniorate in Christ Hall, Calicut and Philosophy 
in Shembaganur, his theology at St Mary’s College, Kurseong 
and was ordained a priest there on 27 April 1957. He made his 
solemn profession as a Jesuit on 02 February 1961. Most of his 
life as a Jesuit he was in the field of secondary and university 
education, as the Principal of St Joseph’s Boys’ High School and 
St Germain’s High School, Bangalore and of St Aloysius Evening 
College, Mangalore. For a brief time he was the Rector of St 
Joseph’s Indian High School and Province Consultor. He was 
also an efficient and successful Warden of St Joseph’s College 
Hostel. To all these varied responsibilities he brought his wonted 
intellectual acumen, practical planning, exemplary efficiency and 
singular skill. He was known to his students and colleagues as a 
demanding disciplinarian and at the same time as fair and flexible 
in his exercise of authority. His CLC friends remember him as an 
affectionate friend, a warm companion, a wise mentor and an 
understanding guide. 

Fr Hilary was a true contemplative in action. As Fr Ralph 
da Costa said in his deeply meaningful homily: “As a priest and a 
Jesuit his spirituality was not worn as a badge for all to see, but 
lived in the silence and simplicity of heart through the years.”  I n 
his last painful years, all his past achievements were superseded 
by the foolishness and the powerlessness of the Cross.  His 
gradual loss of memory, his impossibility to engage in active 
pastoral ministry of preaching, counselling, hearing confessions 
and accompanying others, demanded of him a new understanding 
of ministry in silent acceptance of him being nailed to the Cross of 
pain and helplessness,This was his daily Eucharist, the offering 
of his nothingness together with that of Christ for the redemption 
of the world.            - Jerome D’Souza, SJ

StePHen toPPo, SJ 
(MAP) 1960 - 2015

Fr Stephen Toppo, SJ, was born on 
30 April 1960 in Pogra Bartoli, presently in 
Jamchuwa Parish. He entered the Novitiate on 
20 June 1980, was ordained a Jesuit priest on 
14 May 1993, and professed his Final Vows on 
2 Feb 2002.

Fr  Stephen was superior and pastor at 
Campion  Parish and Vidya Sadan in Bhopal, 
the Principal of Loyola English Medium School, Kunkuri and St 
Xavier’s School, Shanti Bhawan, Jashpur and English Lecturer 
at Loyola College, Kunkuri.

Stephen possessed a number of good qualities. He was 
a faithful, honest, and wise servant of Christ, who discharged 
his priestly works readily, lovingly and joyfully. Drawing from the 
treasures he had acquired from his M. Th. and other educational 
qualifications he was a good preacher of the word of God and 
also a good teacher in the school and college.

Stephen had good social graces and a generous and 
loving heart. He led a principled life with regard to self, others, 
and work.

His end began in a tragic way in the evening of 21 May 
2015. He met with an unfortunate accident in which a fast four-
wheeler vehicle hit his motorcycle from behind, while he was  
taking a turn. He was not wearing a helmet at the time and 
hence suffered a severe  head injury  and broken ribs. He went 
into a coma instantly.

He was rushed to the Holy Cross Hospital, Kunkuri for 
first aid and then rushed to Ranchi. RIMS Medical College 
expressed their inability to treat him, possibly because of the 
severe brain damage. So he was taken to Mahveer New Medica 
Hospital on 22 May. He was kept in the ICU till 2 July without 
any improvement, Stephen never regained consciousness. On 
3 July he was taken to Holy Cross Hospital, Ambikapur, where 
he breathed his last on 26 July.His funeral Mass was held in the 
Cathedral Church of Kunkuri with a large number of people who 
came to pay their last respects. He was buried in the Loyola 
House cemetery. 

May his soul rest in peace!        - Alphonse Tirkey, SJ
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Recent developments 
that give us hope for the future

Recently we read in the press that over 1000 Muslim 
scholars and imams of India have issued a fatwa against the 
leader, fighters and followers of the self-declared Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), also known as the Islamic State (IS). 
In the fatwa the religious scholars “strongly condemned the 
actions of the ISIS and censured it for “being guilty 
of committing heinous murders of innocent 
human beings, clicking images of their horrific 
misdeeds and showing them to the world 
through live videos and Internet posts, 
and at the same time, wrongly claiming 
these to be Islamic acts done lawfully 
as per the Shariah (Islamic Law)”. 
The scholars emphatically stated that 
ISIS’s actions were “absolutely inhuman 
and added that Islam never permits such 
unlawful acts under any circumstances.” 

Most of Jivan’s readers know what 
a fatwa means. T.P. Hughes, in his “Dictionary 
of Islam” notes that a fatwa is a judicial sentence 
on some issue pronounced by a Mufti (the Muslim officer 
who expounds the Islamic Law). This judicial sentence is given 
in response to the one who asks for guidance on an issue that 
confronts his or her conscience.

These Indian scholars deserve our appreciation for 
pronouncing their total condemnation for all that ISIS stands for. 
I spoke to Dr Abdur Rahman Anjaria who took the initiative to get 
a fatwa issued by a Mufti and get that certified by thousand plus 
Muslim religious scholars. He informed me of the ecumenical, 
if we use a Christian term, dimension of this initiative. Those 
certified the fatwa come from diverse Muslim schools of thought. 
Considering the tension between different theological schools 
among Muslims, this is a welcome step. This ecumenical 
dimension adds to the weight of the document.

The worst consequence of the extreme form of intolerance 
practiced by ISIS is the great exodus of thousands and thousands 
of refugees streaming towards European Union countries. Many 
nations in EU, especially Germany, have welcomed refugees. It is 
important to appreciate such humanitarian gestures. This gesture 
of welcoming refugees is a credible expression of a culture that 
is rooted in the Gospel - the Christian culture in its beautiful form.

What strikes our mind is: One, a large number of Muslims 
have begun to raise their voices against the atrocities committed  
by their fellow Muslims in the name of Islam. Earlier this section 
of Muslims often remained silent or only privately condemned the 
atrocities. This is changing. More and more Muslims are speaking 
out for peace and harmony. Second, the Christian character of 
Europe shines in the way many Europeans attend to the bruised 
and tired refugees who reach the European borders. These 
developments among both Christians and Muslims give us hope 
for the future.                - Victor Edwin, SJ

Delhi - 110 054

Have the dark times already arrived?
Recently we heard the major newspapers of the country 

scream: ‘Centre mulls controls on instant messaging apps!’, 
The proposal (a draft policy on internet security) stated 

that “instant messaging, apps like Whatsapp users will have to 
keep their communications for 90 days and should be able to 

produce them if asked by the authorities”.  This was obviously 
a blatant attempt to gag social media and freedom 

of speech. Because of the widespread criticism 
this idea was later withdrawn. But  that such 

a proposal can even be contemplated 
would surely make the thinking citizen 
wonder whether “the dark times” have 
already arrived!

But one should not be 
surprised!  The ruling political 

dispensation, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is the political wing of 

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS); the main ideologue of the RSS is 

its second Sarsanghchalak, MS Golwalkar 
who in two of his significant works, Bunch of 

Thoughts and We or our Nationhood Defined, 
makes it clear what their core ideology is all about: the 

denouncement of the Constitution of India, the upholding of the 
‘Manusmriti’ code; the negation of basic democratic principles and 
above all the treatment of minorities as second-class citizens. 
Given the fact that all the key Ministers of the Government had 
to pay obeisance and to report to the RSS top brass recently 
is a clear proof that it is the RSS that is calling the shots in the 
country today.

Since May 2014, there have been several efforts by the 
Sangh Parivar and their ilk to tamper with, manipulate and 
intervene in almost every section of the life of the ordinary 
citizen. The way the education system of our country is being 
mauled makes one squirm; the students today are fed with a 
syllabi which is loaded with myths, superstitions, half-truths, 
discriminatory attitudes and everything else which hardly befits a 
nation which desperately seeks to find a niche as a global player. 
It is unbelievable that people without the necessary academic 
qualifications and competence are now made directors of reputed 
institutes of learning and even Vice Chancellors! The Government 
has entered the private domain of what people eat and wear, 
what films they should see and whether or not an Indian girl can 
even be out late at night! The “ban” culture reigns supreme as 
an aura of “majoritarianism” gains a stronghold. Media to a great 
extent are muzzled as never before!

The impunity with which another affiliate of the Sangh 
Parivar, the ‘Sanathan Sanstha’ has murdered intellectuals 
and rationalists like Govind Pansare, Dr Narendra Dabholkar, 
and Dr M.M. Kalburgi, the fact that no Government official has 
condemned these dastardly acts, Human Rights defenders, RTI 
activists and whistle-blowers being targeted for vicious attacks, 
the ‘Ghar wapsi’ programmes and the ‘Patidar’s stir’ in Gujarat 
make transparent the intentions of those who govern us: a 
national anti-conversion law  and ending of reservations. And yet 
there seems to be no groundswell of protest; no visionary political 
leadership which can stop the violations. We, the people of India, 
need to wake up and act, before it is too late. 

- Cedric Prakash, SJ 
Ahmedabad - 380 052

letters

Please note!
The next issue of Jivan will be a combined
Christmas Special issue dated Nov-Dec ‘15.

It will be despatched in the second week of November.
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Be free responsibly: In France, we do not have a fixed 
time-table except for mass, lunch, prayer and dinner. So 
for whatever you do, it’s you who take the responsibility. 
If you bear fruit, then you pat your back; if not, you try to 
measure out things! The formators are here to guide us, but 
ultimately it’s we who make choices.

Be your own self, but be there for the community: 
The people here respect your individuality. They do not want 
you to try and be someone else. One needs to understand 
himself as a unique person and grab the opportunities 
to contribute to the community. I have always found the 
French Jesuits going out of their way to be there for the 
community’s needs.

Live your own culture, but 
be open to other cultures: In 
short, I would say ‘be universal’. 
Our community is the best example 
for it. We are of 11 nationalities 
and it’s beautiful. One renders 
his shoulder to the other when 
the other is being troubled by the 
situation in his native country. In 
the community we make it a point 
to share life:  by listening to the 
experiences of others, by living his 
traditions, by sharing the food and by paying heed to his 
way of approaching things.

Learn to play In my community these two games - ‘la 
petanque’ and ‘le tarot’ - are played the most. Learning them 
has helped me a lot during my stay in France. I have been 
able to interact with the youth, get to know them a little 
more by making myself available to play with them. 

Greet people: This is beautiful here in France. We 
don’t greet all the people we meet, instead there is this 
simple gesture of saying ‘salut’ to the ones to whom we feel 
we belong. By greeting people we build trust. 

Love books: Another good thing we have learned 
in France is to befriend books - than any other source 

of knowledge. The French deal with their books as they 
would do with their friends. Reading a book is like holding 
a conversation with a friend.  

Be systematic in your approach: All that we do 
is planned well. So a lot of thinking takes place before 
taking any step. This is very much visible in our studies. I 
discus all the papers that I write with a tutor who gives me 
plenty of ideas to explore. Because of this systematic way 
of going about I have a clear cut orientation in my search 
for knowledge.

Be a friend in the Lord: In most places this is just 
jargon, but in France it is a reality. There is no system of 
hierarchy among us. In our community we call each other 
by name regardless of the age and the position of the other. 
In the beginning this was difficult for me. But as days passed 

by I realized that when one calls 
the other by name he accepts that 
person as his own family. This 
creates a friendly relationship 
wherein one feels closer to the 
other.

L e a r n  t o  a c c o m p a n y 
people: One doesn’t really know 
what it is to accompany people 
until he takes a step towards 
it. I am so very thankful to this 
country for this gift. During the 
last summer when I had gone to 

animate a camp, there was a possibility of accompanying 
the children. At first I hesitated, thinking that I am not 
sufficiently formed for it. The director of the camp, a Jesuit, 
encouraged me by telling these words, “Listening to them is 
the best thing you can do for them.” I am happy that I did 
it. It has made me grow.

Learn to cook: I have to admit that I knew almost 
nothing when it came to cooking. Here with the opportunities 
we get to prepare something for the others, we learn to cook. 
For example, we spend some weekends with our sharing 
groups or we go for vacations with our companions. At these 
situations, as we are by ourselves, we learn how to cook. I 
am happy to have learnt a bit of cooking. 

Lessons for Life
Sch Nithin Machado SJ (KAR) is doing 
his philosophical studies at Centre 
Sèvres, Paris, France.

By Nithin Machado, SJ

I’ve learned
from France

lessons
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empowerment, agricultural improvement, legal literacy and non formal education.
Arula ploughed a lonely furrow when he plunged into Vermiculture twelve years ago. Few in 

the area had heard about Vermiculture! He learnt it from his brother in Tamil Nadu. He set up an 
organic plant to prepare Vermi-compost. He experimented with grain crops and vegetables; the 
result was quantitative and qualitative.

He used street plays to spread knowledge about organic farming among small and marginal 
farmers. After some initial resistance to change, a few farmers experimented with Vermi-compost, 
and got good results. It also improved the soil condition.

The message spread. They gave trainings to women’s Self  Help Groups (SHG’s), small 
and marginal farmers. Exposure to the close-by Agriculture University, and testing of  soil had 
considerable impact on organic farming. High cost of  fertilizers and reduced subsidies added to 
its attraction.

Fr.Varghese, the director, introduced organic farming through the cooperatively run 
SWASHRYA (‘self-reliant’) hostel. Now more than 30% of  vegetables used in the hostel are 
organically grown on campus; the Jesuit community gets most of  their vegetables from the campus 
too.

Their campus looks like a solar park with solar street lights, solar hot water system and a 
solar community cooking unit, cooking everything except chappatis in the hostel. Varghese is 
also a herbal medical practitioner, with initiations from his family. He got Fr Meloo, SJ of  Patna 
Province, a life-long Vaidya in Adivasi herbal medicine, to train some 40 Adivasis, mostly women, 
to rediscover their community’s knowledge of  herbal medicine and practice it widely. 

Gujarat Jesuit Ecology Mission (GJEM) provided expertise and some finance: i) to standardize 
efficient production of  Vermi-compost, ii) conduct field research with students and small farmers 
to ascertain the yield of  different crops with and without Vermi-compost, iii) to package and 
market Vermi-compost, iv) provide intensive and extensive training in organic farming, and make 
it more viable. The students, from farming families, have learnt organic farming through practical 
experience, and will carry it far and wide.

In the context of  the increasing poisoning of  our food with pesticides, it is time that we grow our 
own organic food.                 - Rappai Poothokaren, SJ

Modasa is a Jesuit Mission in north Gujarat with a small Parish, a 
hostel for some 50 youth and the social centre, SANGATH.

Fr Arulanandam, the present director of  SANGATH, works in 50 villages 
of  Modasa and Malpur blocks of  Aravalli district. The focus now is on women’s 

Green-Organic Modasa Mission
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garden

his shoes are still
on his feet

he lies face down
so soft and supple

you imagine, somewhere
he still breathes

 
asleep 

like little children do
on their tummies
their little palms

relaxed,
fingers slightly curled

 
you know if

a child such as he
lay on a blanket

near you
you’d reach out

and gently
very gently

so as not to wake him
stroke the soft

hair on this head
 

you’d run
your fingers

delicately
along his soft
dimpled arm

 
and kiss the little hand

not with your lips
but with your breath
so as not to wake him

 
but this little boy

who looks like he’s asleep
with his shoes still on

 
he’s not lying
on a blanket

but on the beach
his lungs full of water

his body
empty of life

 
his untold story
forever untold

drowned
in the sea

 

nothing can wake him now
no caress, no stroke

no kiss, no words
no shouting or shaking

no appeal, no campaign

nothing
 

and you sit
and you stare
your heart full
of the agony

of your helplessness
 

and you think
there are barbarians

amongst us
who care for nothing

but money
and power

 
who are these people?

you wonder
how did their hearts

become so hard?
 

have they never known
have they never loved

a little boy
such as he?

 
who are the people

who’ve made
little children’s homes

more dangerous
than the sea?

 
and you ache
yes, you ache

because you know
as he lies on the beach
with his shoes still on

looking as if
he’ll get up
and walk

 
this little boy

will never wake up
or walk again
in this world

- Anon

With his shoes 
still on...

(Dedicated to Aylan, the little Syrian boy, his brother Ghaleb,
his mother Rihana and the Syrian refugees)
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empowerment, agricultural improvement, legal literacy and non formal education.
Arula ploughed a lonely furrow when he plunged into Vermiculture twelve years ago. Few in 

the area had heard about Vermiculture! He learnt it from his brother in Tamil Nadu. He set up an 
organic plant to prepare Vermi-compost. He experimented with grain crops and vegetables; the 
result was quantitative and qualitative.

He used street plays to spread knowledge about organic farming among small and marginal 
farmers. After some initial resistance to change, a few farmers experimented with Vermi-compost, 
and got good results. It also improved the soil condition.

The message spread. They gave trainings to women’s Self Help Groups (SHG’s), small 
and marginal farmers. Exposure to the close-by Agriculture University, and testing of soil had 
considerable impact on organic farming. High cost of fertilizers and reduced subsidies added to 
its attraction.

Fr.Varghese, the director, introduced organic farming through the cooperatively run 
SWASHRYA (‘self-reliant’) hostel. Now more than 30% of vegetables used in the hostel are 
organically grown on campus; the Jesuit community gets most of their vegetables from the campus 
too.

Their campus looks like a solar park with solar street lights, solar hot water system and a 
solar community cooking unit, cooking everything except chappatis in the hostel. Varghese is 
also a herbal medical practitioner, with initiations from his family. He got Fr Meloo, SJ of Patna 
Province, a life-long Vaidya in Adivasi herbal medicine, to train some 40 Adivasis, mostly women, 
to rediscover their community’s knowledge of herbal medicine and practice it widely. 

Gujarat Jesuit Ecology Mission (GJEM) provided expertise and some finance: i) to standardize 
efficient production of Vermi-compost, ii) conduct field research with students and small farmers 
to ascertain the yield of different crops with and without Vermi-compost, iii) to package and 
market Vermi-compost, iv) provide intensive and extensive training in organic farming, and make 
it more viable. The students, from farming families, have learnt organic farming through practical 
experience, and will carry it far and wide.

In the context of the increasing poisoning of our food with pesticides, it is time that we grow our 
own organic food.                 - Rappai Poothokaren, SJ

Modasa is a Jesuit Mission in north Gujarat with a small Parish, a 
hostel for some 50 youth and the social centre, SANGATH.

Fr Arulanandam, the present director of SANGATH, works in 50 villages 
of Modasa and Malpur blocks of Aravalli district. The focus now is on women’s 

Green-Organic Modasa Mission

JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India OCTOBER 2015                                 2

garden

his shoes are still
on his feet

he lies face down
so soft and supple

you imagine, somewhere
he still breathes

 
asleep 

like little children do
on their tummies
their little palms

relaxed,
fingers slightly curled

 
you know if

a child such as he
lay on a blanket

near you
you’d reach out

and gently
very gently

so as not to wake him
stroke the soft

hair on this head
 

you’d run
your fingers

delicately
along his soft
dimpled arm

 
and kiss the little hand

not with your lips
but with your breath
so as not to wake him

 
but this little boy

who looks like he’s asleep
with his shoes still on

 
he’s not lying
on a blanket

but on the beach
his lungs full of water

his body
empty of life

 
his untold story
forever untold

drowned
in the sea

 

nothing can wake him now
no caress, no stroke

no kiss, no words
no shouting or shaking

no appeal, no campaign

nothing
 

and you sit
and you stare
your heart full
of the agony

of your helplessness
 

and you think
there are barbarians

amongst us
who care for nothing

but money
and power

 
who are these people?

you wonder
how did their hearts

become so hard?
 

have they never known
have they never loved

a little boy
such as he?

 
who are the people

who’ve made
little children’s homes

more dangerous
than the sea?

 
and you ache
yes, you ache

because you know
as he lies on the beach
with his shoes still on

looking as if
he’ll get up
and walk

 
this little boy

will never wake up
or walk again
in this world

- Anon

With his shoes 
still on...

(Dedicated to Aylan, the little Syrian boy, his brother Ghaleb,
his mother Rihana and the Syrian refugees)
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