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By M. Thérèse

GARDEN

from Mary Immaculate: God’s Mother and Mine

Into the hills of  Galilee 
Our Lady went one day, 
Lured by the wonder-woven bloom 
Dropped from the looms of  May.

Slim lilies leaned to touch her gown.
Curving through delicate air, 
A fledgling thrush flew to her hand, 
Butterflies to her hair.

She told a secret to the winds 
That brushed her garment hem-
The tear-wet, pitying winds that blew 
Up from Jerusalem.

And as she spoke a little Name, 
Whispering low and sweet, 
A golden surf  of  buttercups 
Broke against her feet.

The winds and flowers of  Galilee,
Grown wistful of  her face,
Still wait her footfall at the May-
Gentle, and full of  grace.

Galilean May
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Sweat and Tears. That could be the 
title for this column. 

There is something that no one in 
India can ignore this summer: the scorching, 
searing heat wave. Already in April the heat 
wave has swept several parts of the country, 
including those areas considered to be a rare 
refuge during the hot summer. 

Newspapers have been screaming 
what is happening: Death toll in the state 
of Odisha due to heat wave has risen to 88. 
Titlagarh and Sonepur in Odisha have been 
experiencing extreme heat - over 46 deg 
C - for the past several days. In Telangana, 
which has been reeling under intense heat 
wave for past three weeks in April, and in 
Andhra Pradesh more than 100 people have 
died due to heat strokes. Jharkhand’s Dumka 
recorded the season’s highest temperature at 
44 deg C. Malampuzha in Kerala recorded 
the highest temperature in 29 years at 41.8 
deg C. Day temperatures hovered above 
normal in several States. Bangalore, called 
the Garden City, once didn’t even need fans 
in buildings. This summer it has recorded an 
unprecedented 40 deg C.

Many areas have reported drinking 
water shortage. Drought prevails over many 
areas in Maharashtra. The power grid is 
failing. Protesters in the north have set fire 
to electricity substations and held power 
workers hostage.

As the New York Times’ Elisabeth 
Rosenthal wrote some time ago, “We can’t 
live with air-conditioning, but we can’t live 
without it.” Rapidly expanding use of air 
conditioning in tropical countries will further 
boost global warming through the release of 
heat trapping gases. It’s a Catch-22 situation. 
This summer’s oppressive heat wave bears 
the fingerprint of global warming. Statistics 
say that over the last 100 years, India’s 
average temperature has been rising, and 
monsoons are getting more extreme.

The only consolation is that the heat 
is driving even the diehard sceptics to 
acknowledge the obvious climate change 
and to agree to do something. About 175 
governments took a first step of signing onto 
the deal, called the ‘Paris Accord on Climate 
Change’ on 22 April. The agreement seeks to 
avoid catastrophic climate change by limiting 
warming to 1.5C to 2C. The action, symbolic 
at this stage, comes after the Paris climate 
meeting last December.  

We can confidently claim that Pope 
Francis’ repeated pleas and especially, his 
encyclical, Laudato Si, have contributed to 
this historic agreement. 

The other crisis that has got the 
attention of the entire world is the refugee 
problem. From last  summer, hundreds 
of thousands of migrants, mostly from 
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, have poured 
into Lesbos, a Greek island, after paying 
smugglers to make the short sea journey 
from Turkey. Their travels through Greece 
and the Balkans toward Germany plunged 
the European Union into a political crisis and 
eventually led several countries to restrict 
or close their borders. The European Union 
made a deal with Turkey that includes a 
provision under which migrants arriving 
in Greece can be swiftly deported back to 
Turkey. 

Once again, with the aim of making a 
point and sending a message, Pope Francis 
travelled into the heart of this crisis on 16 
April. He went to the Greek island of Lesbos 
and visited the crowded Moria refugee camp. 
Even as European attitudes to refugees are 
hardening, the Pope said, “We have come 
to call the attention of the world to this 
grave humanitarian crisis and to plead for 
its resolution.” Accompanied by leaders of 
Eastern Orthodox Christian Churches, he 
said, “As people of faith, we wish to join 
our voices to speak out on your behalf. We 
hope that the world will heed these scenes of 
tragic and desperate need, and respond in a 
way worthy of our common humanity.” As a 
symbolic gesture, he took 12 Muslim refugees 
from Syria, including six children, with him 
back to Rome aboard the papal plane.

To read what he told reporters while 
flying back to Rome from Lesbos, see p.21-23. 

Those taken to Rome were three 
families - two from Damascus and one 
from Deir al-Zour - whose homes had been 
bombed in the Syrian war.

The scenes at the camp were emotional. 
A little child fell at his feet, crying. A man 
cried inconsolably, as Pope Francis placed 
his hands on his head. “Please, Father, bless 
me!” the man shouted. “Please bless me!”

Later the Pope showed reporters two 
drawings given to him by children in the 
camp. One showed children drowning in the 
sea. The other showed the sun crying. The 
Pope said. “If the sun is able to cry, so can 
we. A tear will do us good.” 

Is the child who drew the picture, 
in which the sun is crying,  trying to say 
something? Is the sun, whose heat we are 
unable to bear, trying to tell us something? 

‘Sweat and Tears.’ If you are, like me, 
an admirer of this Pope, you could make it 
‘Sweat and Tears of Pope Francis.’

- M.A.J.A.  

GARDEN WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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Should we settle for Neo-Socialism?

Pope Francis?
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By Sevanand Melookunnel, SJ

On 23 Sep 2015 I happened 
to watch on TV Pope 
Francis’ address to the 

combined session of both Houses of 
US Congress. What came to my mind 
then was the Kingdom Meditation of 
St Ignatius: On one side is Lucifer and 
under his banner are the World Bank, 
International Monitory Fund and the 
Multi National Corporations as agents 
of the Capitalist social structure with 
market driven economy, plotting to 
control and dominate the whole world 
with the “idolatry of money”. 

And on the other side is Christ 
and under His banner is Pope Francis, 
calm and composed, inviting all people 
of good will to “care for our common 
home.”  The pontiff warns us that 
“humanity is experiencing today a 
turning point in its history” (EG 52) 
and exhorts all to be “ever watchful 
to the signs of the times” (EG 51).  As 
a concerned shepherd he earnestly 
appeals to all to face the challenges 
of today’s world by rejecting the new 
idolatry of money (EG 55 - 56); to say 
no to the Neo Capitalist development 
model wherein vast majority of people 
become “outcasts and leftovers” (EG 53 
- 54); to say no to the growing inequality 
that spawns violence (EG 59 - 60), and 
to say no to financial system that rules 
rather than serves (EG 57-58). 

Fr Hector D’Souza, SJ, in his 
article, “Called into the Deep,” in 
the Jan 2016 issue of Jivan asks two 
pertinent questions: “Has the Society 
of Jesus become more relevant for 
our times? Do we walk with today’s 
poor?”

A young man comes to me and 
asks, “Father, the Encyclical of Pope 
Francis and especially his exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium are very real and 
challenging in today’s world scenario. 

When the Pope says so emphatically ‘to say no to the idolatry of money,  to 
the economy of exclusion, to financial systems which rule rather than serve, 
to inequality that spawns violence’ (EG ch.2), there is a stirring deep within 
me to do something to change the system. What shall I do?”

What answer can I give him? Knowing the prevalent mentality, 
attitude and outlook of Jesuits in India today, I cannot honestly say to such 
a generous young man, “Son, Jesus is inspiring you. He calls you to be with 
him to do great things in the Church for the poor and the excluded. We 
Jesuits deeply feel with the poor as the Pope does, and our slogan is ‘option 
for the poor’. The Society of Jesus will be the right place for you. You may 
think of joining us.” 

Option for the poor in the present scenario
Fr Michael Amaladoss, in his article, “Challenges before GC 36” (Ji-

van, May-June, 2015), has rightly analyzed our mode of implementation of 
‘option for the poor’. He says: “The predominant understanding (of option 
for the poor) was that of the then dominant theology of liberation…which 
proposed a confrontational class struggle.” However, he observes that “The 
basic sinful tendencies that St Ignatius pointed out in the contemplation 

on the Two Standards – love for riches and honours and pride – have not 
changed. Capitalism has not disappeared, but socialism as an organized 
force has.”  He points out that “Great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela successfully used non-violent methods 
using people’s power in the political sphere”. But, he observes, “No one 
has pioneered a similar effort in the economic and social spheres”. Hence 

I feel we could pioneer, in collaboration with
like-minded people and groups, a non-violent

structural change starting from the grass root level
for an egalitarian socialist society

with equitable distribution of wealth and resources.
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Fr Amaladoss suggests: “We have 
to change people’s mind and value 
systems; the way they look at other 
people, the role of wealth in the 
community, at the manner of build-
ing community by removing various 
inequalities”.

Presently our option for the 
poor, by and large, is confined to pro-
viding quality education to economi-
cally backward groups so that they are 
equipped to compete with the elite in 
the market economy. Is it relevant? I 
doubt. ‘Right-based development,’ 
so much talked about in the last two 
decades, is not heard now. Presently 
there is a trend to provide skill train-
ing to poor unemployed youth so that 
they can be absorbed in some indus-
tries. Are these adequate and relevant 
interventions to face the challenges 
Pope Francis outlines in chapter two 
of Evangelii Gaudium?

For relevant and meaningful 
option for the poor especially in the 
context of Pope Francis’ exhortation, 
Evangelii Gaudium, and the encycli-

cal Laudato Si, I feel we need to take 
a radical stand for Neo-socialism and 
Alternative Development model.

1. Neo-socialism: Being true 
to our prophetic role, can the Jesuits, 
at “this turning point of history, ever 
watchful of the signs of times, and 

decisively choosing the movements 
of the spirit of good and rejecting 
those of the spirit of evil” (EG 51) 
work together towards the emergence 
of a Neo-Socialism, based on the 
Kingdom values, taking inspiration 
from the New Testament and guid-
ance from the new Encyclical? I feel 
we could pioneer, in collaboration 
with like-minded people and groups, 
a non-violent structural change start-
ing from the grass root level (LS 176 
ff  ) for an egalitarian socialist society 
with equitable distribution of wealth 
and resources; where everyone’s basic 
needs are adequately fulfilled and 
where no one can accumulate beyond 
real need.

2. Alternative Development: 
Should not the Society and the 

Church as a whole, boldly and hon-
estly, challenge the present devel-
opment model and market driven 
economy and give a lead to “redefine 
our notion of progress” in terms of 
humanist (Kingdom) values as Pope 
Francis appeals to all (LS. 194) and 
work out an alternative development 
model as the Pope himself suggests? 
(LS 129, 164, 172, 179, 180 et alia).

Who will bell the cat?
Once in Tarumitra ashram, 

Patna, the Jesuit biodiversity centre, 
we had a discussion on ecology. We 
analyzed the ecological crisis the 
world is facing today. We probed 
the root cause of ecological disaster. 
We had to agree that the ecological 
problem, in its present intensity, 
began with the emergence of Neo-
capitalism promoted by Ronald 
Reagan and Margaret Thatcher in the 
1980s.  It was Margaret Thatcher who 
asserted that “there is no alternative” 
to capitalism. Its “principle of 
maximization of profits frequently 
isolated from other considerations” 
(LS 195) and unlimited creation of 
wealth out of common resources 
are the root cause of the ecological 
disaster. If so, my question here is: 
“To save our common home from 
destruction” is there any adequate 
alternative other than “saying no” 
to the Capitalistic soci0-economic 
structure,  or a market-driven 
economy and the consumerist culture 
it breeds?   

Pope Francis himself says, that 
the present ecological crisis is one 
small sign of the crisis of modernity, 
and we cannot presume to heal it 
without healing all fundamental 
human relationships. (LS 119). Then 
the question was raised: “Who will 
bell the cat?” 

I feel, the big challenge, not 
only for GC 36, but consecrated 
life as whole “at this turning point 
of history” is to bell the capitalistic 

Only those with an integral spiritual attitude will 
have the wisdom not to hoard things but give them 

away to others who need them.
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cat. But can we dare it? It will be like 
cutting the branch on which we are 
sitting! Fr. Hector’s second question, 
mentioned above, “Do we walk with 
today’s poor?” is relevant here. It is 
worthwhile to ask ourselves whether 
we walk with today’s poor. Are we not 
perched cozily on the branches of 
capitalist banyan tree, under which a 
vast majority of the poor of the world 
are struggling to survive with “pre-
cious little dignity” (EG 52). 

Three radical steps are nec-
essary to bell the cat: 1. A change 
of heart (metanoia) to give up “new 
idolatry of money; 2. An integral ecol-
ogy 3. An integral eco-spirituality.

1.  Metanoia from the new 
idolatry of money 

St. Ignatius, in the contemplation 
on the Two Standards, points out that 
the root cause of all evil is love for 
riches from which comes honours 
and finally pride. Hence Pope Francis 
asks us to say no to ‘the idolatry of 
money’ which is the be all and end 
all of capitalism.

Once I was having a discussion 
with few of my Jesuit friends about 
the structural inequalities and 
injustices among us: how different 
are our acceptance and treatment of 
people according to their position, 
possession and appearance?

The experience of a friend of 
mine, Dr Vinayan (name changed) 
illustrates this point.   Once he 
was invited by the principal of a 
prestigious college to address the 
teachers. He looked very ordinary. 
Dressed in kurta-pijama, he went 
by a bicycle to the college. Since he 
was not familiar with the place, he 
asked a Sister standing by, “Sister, 
aajka lecture kahan hone vala hai”? 
(Where will today’s lecture be held?). 
She shouted at him very rudely, “Tum 
idhar kyon aye ho? Jao aur office me 
puch lo.” (Why have you come here? 
Go and ask in the office.) Then Dr 

Vinayan asked her again in English, 
“Sister, can you please tell me where 
the lecture is going to be?” To his 
surprise, this time she was very polite. 
“Please go and ask at the office,” she 
said with a plastic smile, pointing 
to the next building. Then he said 
to her again, “Madam, I am Dr 
Vinayan. I am supposed to address 
the teachers here at 11.00 am. Where 
should I go?” Then she said very 
apologetically, “Oh! sorry, sir. I was, 
in fact, waiting for you. However, at 
first sight, I took you for an ordinary 
fellow; please come this way.” “Well, 
ordinary people also deserve respect 
and politeness,” said Dr Vinayan and 
followed her to the lecture hall.

Somehow the attitude, mentality 
and outlook in religious life have got 

stuck in the capitalist rut. Instead 
of being  ‘rooted and grounded in 
Christ’, I find myself entangled in 
the capitalistic value system of greed 
for wealth and power, inequality, 
competition, hierarchy and so on. As 
a result, exploitation, injustice and 

inequality, preferential treatment 
based on wealth and position have 
become our accepted norm. Once 
while talking about the successful 
strike by women employees in the 
tea gardens of Kerala, in which the 
estate owners were forced to increase 
their wages to Rs. 350 per day, the 
reaction of some Jesuits were: “Now 
ordinary coolies will have the same 
payment as college professors!” A 
radical conversion, - metanoia - from 
these destructive values of capitalism 
is indispensable for “Care for our 
common home”.

2. Integral ecology, not just 
romantic ecology 

Recently while participating in 
a meeting of Bishops and religious 
superiors of an ecclesiastical region 

to reflect and study the encyclical, 
Laudato Si, I got the impression 
that the church and religious 
congregations are thinking of a sort of 
romantic ecology rather than integral 
ecology which is the main concern of 
Pope Francis. 

We cannot presume to heal our relationship
with nature and the environment without healing

all human relationships.
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There was a beautiful power 
point presentation. But it was limited 
to ‘eco-spirituality’, highlighting the 
connectedness of all creation and 
the need to find God in everything 
as lived out and taught by St Francis 
of Assisi, St Ignatius of Loyola and 

the Indian mystics like Rabindranath 
Tagore. I felt that the exposition, 
though appealing and important, 
completely ignored the main thrust 
of Laudato Si, in which the Pope 
clearly says, “The present ecological 
crisis is one small, but significant sign 
of an ethical, cultural and spiritual 
crisis of  modernity. We cannot 
presume to heal our relationship with 
nature and the environment without 
healing all fundamental human 
relationships. Christian thought 
sees human beings as possessing 
a particular dignity above other 
creatures; it thus inculcates esteem 
for each person and respect for 
others. A correct relationship with 
the created world demands that we 
not weaken this social dimension 

of openness to others, much less 
the transcendent dimension of our 
openness to the “Thou” of God. 
Otherwise, it would be nothing more 
than romantic individualism dressed 
up in ecological garb, locking us into 
a stifling immanence (no.119).” 

The integral Ecology that the 
Encyclical outlines in Chapter 4, if 
put into practice in letter and spirit, 
will bring about a new social order 
and development paradigm that 
will surely protect our common 
Home. But I am afraid that the spirit 
of the encyclical may be hijacked 
by romantic ecology and romantic 
spirituality!

3. Integral eco-spirituality
Of late there is a growing 

interest in some parts of Indian 
Church for eco-spirituality. I haven’t 
done any special studies to speak 
authoritatively about spirituality. 
What I say is only from my common 
sense experience. 

The eco-spirituality that is 
being promoted these days seems 
to be confined to concepts and ideas 
that are discussed in some recent 
books on ecology, the writings of 
scientist-theologian, Pierre Teilhard 
de Chardin, as well as  scientific data 
about the origin of the universe, 
space science or astronomy. The 
experiences of great saints like St 
Francis Assisi and St Ignatius, and 
the Indian mystics like Rabindrnath 
Tagore are also highlighted as role 
models in ecology. I see it as a notional 
level of eco-spirituality.

Whenever I think of spirituality 
two songs come to my mind: a Hindi 
song and a Malayalam song. The 
Hindi song is, Khoj raha hai, khoj raha 
hai… The Malayalam song begins like 
this: Iswarane thedi njan nadannu (I 
went in search of God… but did not 
find God anywhere…). The last verse 
in both the songs is: “At last I entered 
in to my heart, there I found God”. 
The Malayalam song has something 
more: Snehamaniiswarante rupam.
(Love is God). 

For me this sums up the goal 
of spirituality, namely, to realize 
the divine that I am in the silence 

Most of the Bishops and religious superiors seem 
to be caught up with a ‘romantic’ type of ecology, 
busying themselves with beautifying their campus.

 When this lacuna was pointed 
out, most of the participants seemed 
either ignorant of or indifferent to the 
socio-economic aspect of ecology, 
namely, “combating poverty and 
restoring dignity to the excluded and 
at the same time protecting nature” 
(LS 139). The growing inequality 
and exclusion of vast majority and 
increasing violence are the main 
concerns of Pope Francis. But most 
of the Bishops and religious superiors 
seem to be caught up with a ‘romantic’ 
type of ecology, busying themselves 
with beautifying their campus - 
planting more trees, having flower 
gardens, getting rid of plastics from 
the campus, building up bio-reserves 
and so on.  



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India MAY-JUNE 2016                                  8 JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India MAY-JUNE 2016                   9 



Fr Sevanand Melookunnel, SJ (PAT), 
a member of the Tarumitra community, 
animates self-help groups and trains them 
on herbal medicine. He can be contacted at: 
melookunnelsj@gmail.com

COVER FEATURE COVER FEATURE

of my heart (being); to realize the 
oneness of the whole reality. In 
the Indian spiritual tradition we 
call it enlightenment, realization, 
Athmasakshatkar. It is a state of 
being, an awakening of  higher 
consciousness, as some say. I am 
not very sure if it corresponds to 
the mystical experience in Christian 
tradition. But it transcends all 
barriers of religions. I suppose this 
is what we mean by ‘realization.’ One 
can dispose oneself to it. At this stage 
everything is seen in God and God 
is seen in everything, as St Ignatius 
explains in the ‘contemplation to 
obtain love’. Whatever spiritual path 
one follows, one has to be led to this 
state of realization through a process 
of purification, as St Ignatius teaches 
us in the Spiritual Exercises. 

As for me,  integral  eco-
spirituality is not a separate type 
of spirituality. The realization or 
enlightened stage or athmasakshatkar 
is eco-spirituality. An attitude of 
openness to and acceptance of all 
reality is spontaneous and natural in a 
realized person. Thus eco-spirituality 
is the spontaneous outcome or 
effusion of  athmaskshakar  or 
enlightenment; as St Ignatius teaches 
us: Having realized Christ within, 
“One sees God in everything and 
everything is seen in God”. This for 
me is the integral eco-spirituality, 
which is beyond concepts and ideas 
or scientific data and information.

This aspect of eco-spirituality 
is succinctly expressed in the first 
verse of Isopanishad: Isavasymidam 
sarvam, yat kinja jagatyam jagat, 
tena tyaktena bhunghitah, mah 
grath, kasyswidhanam. (“The whole 
creation (reality) is enveloped by the 
divine; enjoy these with renounced 
spirit, for, whose is wealth?) The last 
verse of the sloka, ‘Kasyaswidhanam?, 
(Whose is wealth; wealth is no one’s) 
aptly summarizes the integral aspect 

of ecology; that is, wealth is to fulfill 
the needs of everyone, not to hoard 
up to control and dominate others. 

People like St Francis of Assisi, St 
Ignatius, Rabindranath Tagore whom 
we consider great examples of eco-
spirituality were  ‘enlightened’ people; 
They had an integral ecological 
attitude, which, in the words of 
Pope Francis, is quite different from 
“romantic individualism dressed up 
in ecological garb, locking us into 
stifling immanence.”

A realized person – a person 
endowed with the spirit of real eco-
spirituality - is able to accept and 
respect others as people irrespective 
of their possession, position and 
appearance as well as to accept and 
revere all creation. All are invited to 
this state of realization, if one has the 
simplicity of heart like that of children 
- as Jesus says, “Unless you become 
like little children, you shall not 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven”.

I have come across several 
people with this attitude. Once I was 
walking with a Buddhist monk. His 
attitude of reverence and respect to 
any person or plant or things were 
very inspiring for me.

A tree is to be judged by its fruit. 
One’s genuineness and the integral 
dimension of spirituality have to 
be seen from one’s relationship, 
primarily with other people and 
attitude towards the whole creation. 
I know Surju Minz (name changed) 
closely since many years. He had 
no schooling, but he knows to read 
and write and is very intelligent. In 
2006 he constructed a new house. 
For Adivasi houses in Jharkhand, the 
central beam is very important. The 
central beam of Surju’s  old house 
was not used for the new house. In 
the following year his friend Santosh 
started building a house. Santosh 
asked Surju if he could take the spare 
beam of his old house. Surju readily 

gave him the beam free. His wife, 
Rani, was a bit upset that Surju gave 
away such a strong big log of wood. 
But Surju’s attitude was different.  
“We don’t need the beam now. But 
Santosh needs it. Let him have it”, 
was his reply. 

A genuine spiritual person will 
be free from th e attitude of mine and 
thine. We, with our modern capitalist 
mentality and outlook, will consider 
Surju silly and not smart enough for 
the modern world. Only those with an 
integral spiritual attitude will have the 
wisdom not to hoard things but give 
them away to others who need them.

Similarly sensitivity to all 
(cosmic compassion) is another 
fruit of inner realization. Surju used 
to keep ducks. He kept a dozen eggs 
for hatching. One day when the she 
duck was out, a dog came and ate up 
the eggs. He was very sad and angry 
that the dog ate up all the eggs. But he 
told me, “I could kill the dog, but I let 
her go because she had small pups”. 
Such disposition is the outcome 
of genuine eco-s pirituality which 
emanates from a deep realization; 
it cannot come from mere notional 
level eco-spirituality.

Conclusion
While addressing the Jesuits 

at St Xaviers’ Patna, Fr Lisbert 
D’Souza, the General Assistant, 
said, “During the 34th and 35th General 
congregations, the Jesuits were very 
cautious not to say anything which 
may not be acceptable to the Vatican. 
Now it is the other way about. Pope 
Francis is much ahead of the Jesuits 
in his thinking and action. We have 
to catch up with him”. Will GC 36 
catch up with Pope Francis’ social 
teaching? 
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Appointed by provinciAl of South ASiA

Fr John Chathanatt, SJ   - Team Member of GIAN for Education
Fr Stephen Ekka, SJ (MAP) - Spiritual Director of Minor Seminary, 
      Gurgaon (Archdiocese of Delhi)
Fr Ashok Vaghela, SJ (GUJ) - Assistancy Secretary, JESCOM
Fr Francis Pudicherry, SJ (GUJ) - Editor of IGNIS

Jor bAgh curiA, delhi
Fr William Keith Abranches, SJ (GUJ) - Superior of Jesuit community 

vidyAJyoti, delhi
Fr Francis Ezhakunnel, SJ (JAM) - Registrar of VJ and
      Administrator of Academic Block 
Fr Lourdusamy, SJ (PAT)  - Advised rest for a year
Fr Poulose Mangai, SJ (CCU)  - Editor of Vidyajyoti Journal (VJTR)

de nobili college, pune
Fr Francis Pudicherry, SJ (GUJ) - Lecturer in Theology at JDV, 
      residing at DNC
Fr Eric Cassel, SJ (JAM)  - Spiritual Director
Sch Doni Raja F, (MDU)  - M.Ph, earmarked for Common House
Deacon Alphonse Kispotta, (MAP) - M.Th, earmarked for Common House 
 
Jdv pune
Fr Naveen Rebello, SVD  - Probationary teaching at JDV, 
      Faculty of Theology,
      prior to Doctoral Studies in Scripture

pApAl SeminAry, pune
Fr Biju Vadackkumchery, SJ (KER) - Librarian, JDV, 
      residing at Papal Seminary
Fr Dinesh Braganza, SJ (GUJ) - Lecturer in Social Science Dept,
      JDV, residing at Papal Seminary
Fr Jomin Nirappel (Kanjirappally Dio.) - Lecturer in Scripture Dept, JDV, 
      residing at Papal Seminary 
Fr Paul Raj Maripushpam  - Moderator of Philosophers
(Sivagangai Diocese)

Jdv pg block, pune
Fr Julian Fernandes, SJ - Convener of Restructuring Commission/
     Sp. Animation sub-group at 
     Assistancy level, residing at JDV-PG Block

SAtyAnilAyAm
Br Christu Raj, SJ (CCU)  - Minister and Treasurer
Br Malcolm Rodrigues, SJ (GUJ) - Spiritual Director

indiAn SociAl inStitute, delhi
Fr Denzil Fernandes, SJ (GOA)  - Executive Director
Fr Rudolf C. Heredia, SJ (BOM)  - Research Consultant 
Fr Shiju Mathew Ackappadickal, SJ (DAR) - Minister & Treasurer 

indiAn SociAl inStitute, bAngAlore
Fr Francis D’Souza, SJ (KAR)  - Administrator and Treasurer

AppointmentS outSide South ASiA

Fr Dominic Sundararaj SJ (AND), Hekima 
College of Theology, Nairobi (JESAM), to teach 
Scripture. 

Fr Joseph Raj, SJ (CCU), missioned to 
Guyana

Sch Jeevan James, S.J. (KAR), missioned to 
JRS Africa, for two years of regency.

Fr Alex Yagoo, SJ (MDU), missioned to JRS, as 
Country Director of Sri Lanka

Br Rajesh Parmar, SJ (BOM), missioned to JRS 
Cameroon (Africa). 

S.A. ASSiStAncy thAnkS:

Fr Prakash Louis, SJ, for his services as Director 
of ISI-Bangalore. 

Fr Thomas Reddy, SJ, for his services as 
Librarian at JDV, Pune. 

Fr Joe Xavier SJ, for his services as Director 
of ISI-Delhi; on sabbatical for one year, attached to 
ISI – Bangalore Community.

Fr Benny Moolan, SJ, (PAT) for his services as 
JESCOM Secretary.

Fr Jesu Raj, SJ, for his services as Minister & 
Treasurer at DNC, Pune. 

Fr Leo Fernando, SJ, for his services as editor 
of VJTR.

Br Thomas Arulappan, SJ (MDU),  for his 
services as Minister & Treasurer at SN,  Chennai;  
for his services as Brothers’ Co-ordinator.  

Fr Stephen Ekka, SJ (MAP),  for his services as 
sp. director at Satyanilayam, Chennai.

Br P.D. Vincent, SJ (DAR), for his services as 
Minister & Treasurer at ISI-Delhi. 

Fr Peter Daniel, SJ (AND), outgoing Secretary 
of PDD.

Fr Joyce Kaithakottil (ErnakulamArchdio) for his 
services as Lecturer in JDV and sp.director at Papal 
Seminary, Pune.

- POSA
Jor Bagh, New Delhi

Assistancy Appointments - 2016-2017
Part II (Effective from 1 July 2016)
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The vision is clear, the goal 
is set, a journey is begun … 
The Jesuits in South Asian 

Assistancy, responding to the call of the 
Superior General and to the felt need 
of our times, earnestly began a process 
of inward journey that reaches up to 
the spirit of St. Ignatius. In the words 

of Fr. Julian Fernandes, the Convener 
of this process in the Assistancy, “these 
days  we enter into a process of prayerful 
reflection on certain characteristics of 
our vocation. To renew ourselves and 
our mission with a view towards greater 
apostolic effectiveness. In particular we 
want to recover universality – a Jesuit 
characteristic from our spirituality and 
way of life, dear to St. Ignatius and the 
first companions.” 

While the process is a journey 
through “Sp i r i tua l  Animat ion 
Programme,” (SAP) its goal is “Towards 
Greater Apostolic Effectiveness.” 

A universal body for a universal mission
Journeying Together Towards Greater Apostolic Effectiveness

Though the terms “Restructuring of 
governance in the Assistancy” in the 
context of “Universality” evoke certain 
apprehensions or mixed feelings among 
a few (along the lines of suppressing 
some provinces, merging provinces, 
redrawing province boundaries, sending 
Jesuits to other parts of the world etc.), 
the process and the goal certainly 
draw everyone to enter generously 
and magnanimously into the exercise. 
Indeed every Jesuit of the Assistancy is 

invited for a process of restructuring 
from within; it implies an internal 
transformation of every Jesuit.

This journey is a journey with 
St. Ignatius who liked to call himself 
‘a pilgrim’ all through his life. This 
image of Ignatius, the pilgrim, was well 
captured by a statue of Ignatius ‘on the 
road’ presented by the Canadian Jesuits 
to the General during GC 34. Here 
he is seen with his cape flying in the 
wind, and his foot forward, indicating 
a movement forward. The image indeed 
instils in us a spirit of humility as co-
pilgrims as well as a spirit of hope and 

enthusiasm to take the ‘Movement of 
the Spirit forward’ to its desired goal. 
And the theme is rightly formulated: “A 
universal body for a universal mission: 
Journeying Together towards Greater 
Apostolic Effectiveness.”

Journey Initiated
From the GC 31 onwards, and 

particularly in GC 35, there has been 
an effort at strengthening horizontal 
structures, to foster a common vision and 
collaboration beyond narrow provincial 

boundaries. There has been a mandate 
given to restructure governance at all 
levels for greater apostolic effectiveness 
of our mission. GC 35 mandated Fr 
General to initiate restructuring in the 
whole Society. Consequently, Fr General 
wrote a letter to the whole Society on 27 
Sept 2011 on “The Renewal of Province 
Structures in the Service of Universal 
Mission”. It was followed by Fr General’s 
letter to the provincials of South Asia 
in Feb 2014 which expressed certain 
dissatisfaction over the ways it was 
understood as restructuring within each 
province. Our response was restricted 

By Sunny George Kunnel, SJ
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to a little adjustment, an exercise in 
logistics, rather than a spiritual process 
on the exigencies of our Jesuit mission 
on a horizon of universality in today’s 
context, which calls for a radical change 
of governance in the whole Society. 

The new journey began with 
the Phesama Statement of JCSA in 
Oct 2014. It gave voice to Fr General’s 
invitation to restructure. It gave birth to 
Restructuring Commission which came 
out with its report under the title “The 
JCSA Guidelines  for Restructuring in 
South Asia” (Dec 2015). To quote what Fr 
Julian stated on the different steps taken 
on this journey since then: “each time 
[it was] an experience of moving with 
the Spirit and under the guidance of the 
Spirit, patterned on the ‘Deliberations 
of the First Fathers’. In our prayerful 
reflection and shared deliberation, we 
felt ‘gripped’ by our essential Ignatian 
characteristic of universality that had 
remained for several of us no more 
than a distant notion, rarely touching 
our real life.”

A Spiritual Animation Core 
Group consisting of Julian Fernandes, 
(Convener) R.C. Chacko, Michael 
Alosanya, Jossie D’Mello, M.I.Raj, 
P.R.John, Keith Abranches and Raj 
Irudaya was formed to organize spiritual 
animation and discernment all over 
the Assistancy. Several of these are also 
experienced group facilitators and have 
themselves been missioned in works 
outside their respective provinces. 
The core group itself went through a 
process of spiritual animation among 
themselves last September.

Another step in this journey 
with the Spirit was a similar collective 
discernment held for the Secretaries 
of the Assistancy’s Commissions held 
in Lonavla last July. There were inputs 
by the resource persons followed by 
personal prayer and ref lection. The 
group sharings were a corporate search 
and endeavour to reimbibe the spirit of 
universality of SJ.

A Model Experience of Spiritual 
Animation

The next step in the processis 
was to take it to the provinces at large. 
The core group decided to train a 

larger group in spiritual animation.  
Two Jesuits from each province and 
region in the Assistancy were invited to 
come together and go through similar 
exercise and experience of discernment 
process. It was held at Dhyan Ashram, 
Kolkata on 03-06 Dec 2015. It was ably 
and spiritually animated by the team 
of experienced Frs. Julian Fernandes, 
R.C. Chacko, Michael Alosanya, Keith 
Abranches and Raj Irudaya. The input 
sessions by these four on different 
aspects of this exercise helped the 
participants enter deeper into the 
process. 

The PPP on “Contemplation on 
the Call of Christ the King” by Fr. R.C. 
Chacko gave emphasis on the affective 
nature of Ignatian prayer where one 
moves from head to heart and thinking 
to sensing which in turn will move one 
into action/mission. He stressed that we 
need to let the topic of Restructuring 
affect us in order to be able to transmit 
the same experience to others. He also 
highlighted the four characteristics of 
our founding fathers, later enshrined 
in the Formula of the Institutes as 
Universality, Availability, Mobility and 
Promptness. 

On Universality he further 
elaborated on the global as well as the 
local dimensions. The global dimension 
implies that it is not just the province but 
the whole Society – missions anywhere 
in the world, common works of the 
Assistancy and of the Society. The local 
dimension on the other hand implies 
being open to all groups of people in 
the province: Addressing issue-based 
situations in the province; closing down 
stable but redundant apostolates and 
starting new ones. Const. # 622 and 
#623 lay down the criteria of the choice 
of missions as greater need; greater 
fruit; lasting fruit; where no one goes; 
serving more people.

The input session on Governance 
by Fr Raj Irudaya reminded the 
participants on Decree 5 of GC 35 
which said, “Mission and governance 
must always be intimately related in the 
Society, that this relationship would be 
fostered and promoted by appropriate 
structures.” We derive three important 

principles from this decree: Governance 
structures should flow from a perspective 
of greater universality – to work more 
collaboratively throughout the universal 
Society; the structures of governance 
should be streamlined, modernized and 
made more flexible wherever possible; 
changing circumstances require a better 
articulation of Ignatian values and ways 
of proceeding in our contemporary life 
and work.

The ref lections by Fr Michael 
Alosanya, on the other hand, took 
us back to a spiritual journey with St 
Ignatius and his first companions who 
moved beyond the boundaries - both 
external (Loyola, Manresa, Holy Land, 
Spain, Paris, Venice, Rome… the whole 
world) as well as internal (ascetic to 
apostolic; alone to companionship; 
spiritual conversation to any form of 
ministry etc).The input sessions were 
interspersed with personal reflection, 
sharing in small groups and reporting 
sessions.  

The consciously chosen words - 
“Spiritual Animation” - were experienced 
by the representatives of the provinces. 
We were 46 in number including Fr M.I. 
Raj of Gujarat Province who enriched us 
as a member of the core Team. 

Re fe r r i ng  to the L onavla 
Experience (akin to the La Storta 
Experience?) while speaking to the 
participants at Dhyan Ashram, Fr. 
Julian mentioned that “the purpose of 
that exercise – as the purpose of this 
group (was) to go through an experience 
ourselves, so that we can animate 
others, and plan the future course of 
this process of consultation, to reach out 
to all the Jesuits of the Assistancy – as 
decided by the JCSA.”

Fr Julian continues to share, “as in 
the ‘Deliberations of the First Fathers’, so 
too now in the groups with which we have 
worked, it was not a ‘discussion’, but an 
Ignatian ‘spiritual conversation’ on the 
movement of the spirits we experienced 
in prayer.” This was true also of the 
experience we had at Dhyan Ashram. 
After the honest sharing of experiences, 
struggles and the pull between the local 
and the universal dimensions, there 
emerged an amazing convergence of our 
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perceptions. The struggle in our prayer 
helped us to move collectively from a 
notional understanding to an affective 
acceptance of universality.

Those who worked in inter-
provincial, supra-provincial and 
international ministries bore witness 
to the enrichment they experienced in 
their Jesuit identity by being available to 
serve on a more universal mission. The 
discernment process helped us clarify 
further our vision of universality in the 
true Ignatian sense: universality not 
just in its geographic dimension, but 
as availability for mission – readiness 
to move out of the familiar, out of 
our comfort zones of ethnic, cultural 
and linguistic loyalties; to transcend 
province boundaries and to think and 
feel on a wider horizon; to let go of even 
successful models of the past in view 
of evolving new models suited to the 
emerging apostolic challenges.

Listening to each other, we heard 
some familiar Jesuit expressions coming 
home to us with the force of a newly 
experienced passionate conviction.  The 
spirit of universality – the availability 
on the part of every Jesuit to be sent on 
mission to any place and any work, even 
to something for which one has not been 
trained – is intrinsic to our vocation. It 
is inseparably linked to the Ignatian 
magis and excellence, pioneering spirit 
and creativity, characteristics that are 
deeply embedded in our history and 
tradition.  

In the Society’s story, wherever 
and whenever this spirit of universality 
was burning in the hearts of our 
forefathers and heroes who faithfully 
lived it in the face of opposition, 
misunderstanding and tension, – “in 
the most difficult and extreme fields, 
in the cross-roads of ideologies, in the 
frontlines of social conflicts” (Paul VI’s 
address to GC 32) – the Lord blessed 
our mission with abundant apostolic 
fruit.  

This is the spirit we want to recover 
in our Assistancy, in generous response 
to the grace the Lord is offering us at 
this Kairos moment.  With humble 
gratitude to God we acknowledge that 

the Society in South Asia has indeed 
done a fairly good job, and the time has 
come to move on to the magis to which 
the Spirit now invites us. 

We realize that, with every step 
on this journey, with each new group 
praying and discerning together, the 
questions and issues become more 
sharply focussed and defined.  The fears, 
anxieties, hesitations, apprehensions 
and even the subconscious resistances 
come to the surface of our awareness 
and we are able to articulate them and 
face them honestly in the presence of 
the Lord.  In the evaluation at the end 
of this exercise in each group, we were 
unanimous in experiencing Ignatian 
‘consolation’ as a sign that the Holy 
Spirit was present and active in us and 
among us. 

Looking Ahead
We envisage this discernment 

process to continue in ever widening 
circles, eventually covering all Jesuits 
of the Assistancy.  This is not a parallel 
process, conflicting with or distracting 
from the preparation for GC 36. “Jesuit 
Governance”, along with “Jesuit Life 
and Mission” are the main themes of 
GC 36, which the Coetus Praevius has 
drawn from the postulates coming from 
provinces.

Coming from different provinces 
and zones, along with the first “core 
group”, we are expected to be facilitators 
of cross-cultural, cross-provincial 
groups of possibly 50 Jesuits each time 
in different zones.  Thus each of us, 
individual Jesuits and groups who go 
through this experience, will ourselves 
become the catalysts and animators of 
other groups.  

Further, as a preparation for GC 
36, in Summer 2016 zonal retreats 
on the theme of universality will be 
conducted.

The last day of the “Spiritual 
Animation Programme” at Dhyan 
Ashram was dedicated to drawing up 
a plan of action at the Zonal level for 
the coming calendar year. The Zonal 
Groups were to discuss and propose 
the concrete ways of conducting the 
process of Spiritual Animation in the 

provinces. They drew a tentative plan as 
regards the number of days, time, place, 
methods, animating teams, province 
wise groups, number of participants, 
involvement of the provincials in 
organizing such animation meetings, 
two co-ordinators for each Zone etc.

The grace we seek through this 
Assistancy-wide process of “Ignatian 
conversation” is personal and corporate 
conversion, a change of attitude from 
any narrow “provincial” vision that may 
block the needed change, to a vision of 
universality – always in view of greater 
apostolic effectiveness.  

Such a change of heart on the 
part of all Jesuits in the Assistancy in 
general, and of the leaders in particular, 
is a necessary first step leading to a 
change in our governance structures 
that can effectively respond to the 
challenges to our mission today.  While 
a broad outline of possible models may 
gradually be emerging in our reflection 
– the basic elements that must be the 
soul of any new structure and system of 
governance in the Assistancy – the final 
shape of restructuring must emerge 
from this open-ended process, letting 
the Spirit guide us. 

There can be no growth without 
the pain of letting go of what holds 
us frozen in past success-models that 
might once have been necessary and 
useful, but are no more relevant today.  
Else we stagnate, refusing to move on, 
because we refuse the pain of giving 
up, of letting go, of changing and 
growing.

Addressing the participants at 
Dhyan Ashram Fr Julian once again 
reiterated that “the JCSA’s mind is that 
you will make your contribution in your 
respective provinces and zones, guiding 
the participants through the process of 
collective prayerful discernment on the 
theme, ‘A Universal Body for a Universal 
Mission: Journeying Together Towards 
Greater Apostolic Effectiveness.”

Fr Sunny George Kunnel , SJ, PCF of CCU 
Province, is engaged in spiritual and dialogue 
ministry. He can be contacted at sgksj@yahoo.
com
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It i s the Spir i tual 
Exercises of St Ignatius  

that has produced Pope 
Francis, as it has missionaries, 
p r e a c h e r s ,  t e a c h e r s , 
scientists, theologians, and 
administrators. It is Pope 
Francis who has chosen 
to declare 2016 as the Year 
of Mercy. How are the two 
connected - the Spiritual 
Exercises and Mercy of God?

The thirty days of Spiritual 
Exercises are structured into 
four weeks where the retreatant 
experiences the mercy of 
Father through mediation on 
the mystery of lives both one’s own and Jesus’. The first 
week of the Spiritual Exercise is called the purification 
week. The First Exercise of this week addresses cosmic sin 
represented by the angels and the sin of Adam and Eve. 
The Second Exercise of the First Day is a consideration of 
the history of one’s own personal sin. “I will call to mind 
the sins of my life..…….” (Sp.Ex 56).  Pope Francis invites 
the Church to hope in this way “After the sin of Adam and 
Eve, God did not wish to leave humanity alone in the throes 
of evil……….” (Misericordiae Vultus: 3). The contemplation 
in this week enables a Jesuit to realize that he is a sinner, 
yet called to be a companion of Jesus. Being a loved and 
forgiven sinner he enters into the second week to be more 
like Christ.

The Second Week is at the heart of Ignatian 
spirituality, namely decision-making. It is called the week 
of illumination. The retreatant is invited to contemplate 
over the incarnation, where “the three Divine Persons 
gazed on the whole surface of the world,….. ” (Sp.Ex 102). 
This mediation gives the person a foundation to make his 
election on the state of life. The Grace asked is to know 
Christ better in order to Him more ardently and to follow 
Him more closely. 

The Third Week is called confirmation week.  Here 
one is asked to pray for sorrow, shame, and compassion; 
which enable to understand the other and show 
compassions to others and the whole nature.  It is a 
revelation of a profound merciful attitude of the Father in 
Jesus. The Passion of Jesus is the revelation of the Father’s 
love and mercy to His people. This week also brings out 

the element of Justice. The sin 
of humankind has to be atoned 
and Jesus, who was born a 
human being, atones for the sin 
of his fellow human beings. The 
atonement takes place on the 
cross: the greatest expression of 

Father’s mercy to us.
The Fourth Week is the union week: union with the 

resurrected Jesus, his fellow beings and whole cosmos. It 
affirms that charity is the most important element of the 
spiritual life. Peace and Joy are the hallmarks of the Week. 
The contemplation to attain love prepares the retreatants 
for the transition into ordinary events of daily life. Now 
they are capable of rejoicing and be grateful to everything 
in life because they have experienced the joys of the Lord. 
The experience of Father’s compassion and mercy confirms 
them in the joy of discipleship.

The retreatant experienced the mercy of God 
through the forgiveness of his own sins. He prays, “To seek 
health rather than sickness, wealth rather than poverty, 
honor rather than dishonor, along life rather than short 
one, and so on in all other matters” (Sp.Ex 23). We are 
called to be partners in the Mission of the Kingdom of 
God. We must be a careful observer of Christ, the Master 
and the manifestation of Merciful Father. Our religious 
vows enable us to be servants of Christ’s Mission. This is 
the reason Holy Father Francis declared 2016 as the year of 
mercy immediately after the year of consecrated life. 

The Spiritual Exercise of St. Ignatius of Loyola invites 
us on the year of mercy to put on the mind and heart of 
Christ so that “I may find God in all things”. Let us be 
Jesuits warped in the mould of the Spiritual Exercises 
and drenched in love and justice to posses and share the 
mercy of God.

BETWEEN US

By Midhun J. Francis, SJ Revisiting 
the Spiritual 

Exercises
in the Year 
of Mercy

Sch Midhun J. Francis, SJ, is a student at Vidyajyoti College of 
Theology.
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MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL

A few years ago Sarah 
Keene found herself at 
Mass on Mother’s Day 

quite by accident. She had forgotten 
what day it was, and she and her 
husband, who had recently moved to 

a town in northeastern Ontario, went 
to church like any typical Sunday. 
They sat next to friends who are the 
parents of eight children, one of whom 
Keene held in her lap when the priest 
asked all the mothers to stand up for a 
blessing at the end of Mass. “It seemed 
like everyone stood up,” she says. But 
Keene, who does not have children, 

felt a mix of awkwardness and pain 
at that moment, so much so that she 
approached her pastor later to ask if 
there was any way he could include 
women like her in future Mother’s 
Day blessings. 

Keene describes her pastor as 
compassionate and empathetic, but 
she never got a straight answer from 
him about whether he would offer 

a more inclusive blessing on future 
Mother’s Days. And Keene hasn’t 
been there to find out. “Usually we’ll 
go to another parish a few miles away,” 
she says. “I’d rather be completely 
anonymous on that day.” 

For women without children, 
Mother’s Day can be tough. But for 
Catholic women without children - 

whether by choice or by circumstance, 
as is the case for Keene - there’s a 
spiritual and religious dimension that 
influences their identity as Christian 
women. Mother’s Day is just the tip of 
the iceberg. 

There are weddings, with the 
promise of being open to children, 
and baptisms, with the blessing of the 
mother at the end of the ceremony. 

There is Easter and Christmas. There’s 
Respect Life Month in October. 
Even New Year’s Day - a day to savor 
the promise of new beginnings, 
the potential of as-yet unbroken 
resolutions, and the space to relax after 
the flurry of Christmas activity - can 
be a reminder of one’s maternal or 
non-maternal status. 

Neither virgins, nor mothers

By Heather Grennan Gary 

Pastoral response to childless women
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The solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God makes 01 January a 
holy day of obligation. The fact that 
the calendar year starts out with such 
a high-level celebration of Mary as 
mother indicates the primacy that the 
church places on her motherhood and 
on the role she plays in “the mystery of 
salvation,” as Pope Paul VI wrote in his 
1974 apostolic letter, Marialis Cultus. 

Even beyond church celebrations, 
a stream of messages that exalt 
motherhood, especially biological 
motherhood, continually pop up in 
sermons and blessings and parish 
groups and other Catholic contexts. 
Consider, for example, a line from 
Pope Benedict XVI’s 01 Jan, 2012 
homily: “The mystery of Mary’s divine 
motherhood that we celebrate today 
contains in superabundant measure 
the gift of grace that all human 
motherhood bears within it, so much 
so that the fruitfulness of the womb 
has always been associated with God’s 
blessing.” 

Or consider Pope Francis’ blunt, 
off-the-cuff statement in a general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square last 
February: “The choice to not have 
children is selfish.”

These are difficult words for a 
woman without children to hear.

A new vocation
As challenging as the church’s 

emphasis on motherhood is for some 
women, even those without children 
recognize why it’s such a touchstone 
of Catholic identity. “After all, having 
children really is what the majority of 
women do,” says Keene. But it can be 
a hard topic for women to talk about 
with family members, friends, fellow 
parishioners, or church leaders because 
of the emotions and expectations 
wrapped up in one’s maternal status. 
And it’s hard to talk about because 
there’s such a wide range of reasons for 
why more and more Catholic women 
don’t have children. 

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, slightly more than 10 percent 
of women between the ages of 40 and 
44 did not have children in 1976. Thirty 

years later, in 2006, that number had 
reached slightly more than 20 percent. 
Within one generation, the number of 
U.S. women who were not mothers by 
the age of 44 had doubled. According 
to Gateway Women, a support network 
for women without children, these 
numbers don’t just reflect the lives of 
women in the United States, but in 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, 
and Australia as well.

The age of first-time mothers has 
also risen significantly over the same 
time period; in the United States, the 
average age of a first-time mother was 
just under 22 years old in 1976. By 
2006, that age had risen to 25 years 
(and by 2013, the average age of first-
time moms was 26). This means that 
life is changing even for women who 
are or do become mothers. They are 
living their lives and forming their 
identity in ways that do not include 
motherhood for longer periods of 
time. 

Catholic women don’t stand 
apart from those national demographic 
trends. “Catholics are part and parcel 
of larger cultural shifts,” says Teresa 
Berger, a professor of  liturgical 
studies and Catholic theology at Yale 
Divinity School. The two vocational 
paths for women that the church has 
valued through history - becoming 
a wife and mother or becoming a 
consecrated virgin - have fit fewer 
women over the last century, she says. 
Consecrated virginity dates back to the 
early church, long before monastic 
religious life was an option. While it 
was discontinued after religious life 
became more prevalent in the Middle 
Ages, it was reintroduced after the 
Second Vatican Council. Consecrated 
virginity and religious life are similar 
in many respects, but consecrated 
virgins remain in their home diocese 
to serve and pray for their local church. 
They are under the direct authority of 
their bishop. 

As more women in North America 
and Europe began to work outside the 
home and as contraception became 
more widely available, the birth rate 

dropped. “Now you have many, many 
women who are neither wife and 
mother nor consecrated virgin,” Berger 
says. “We have a third, vibrant option 
between these two narratives, and 
that’s a fulfilling career.”

The childfree life
Dawn Llewellyn is a senior 

lecturer in Christian Studies at the 
University of Chester, England who 
studies Christian women who choose 
not to have children. One of the biggest 
challenges she faces is simply tracking 
down women willing to share their 
stories. “There aren’t places where you 
can talk easily about this decision,” 
she says. “There is a kind of taboo, 
a hiddenness about this subject.” 
Llewellyn suggests that the tradition 
of motherhood throughout history, 
as well as the place of motherhood in 
contemporary culture and in Christian 
theology, can weigh heavily on women, 
especially those who don’t feel called 
to have children. 

When she would ask to post 
leaflets with information about her 
project at churches, she would get 
responses like, “We don’t have any 
women like that; you might want 
to try somewhere else.” Eventually 
she was able to interview 22 women 
for her project, about half mothers 
and half not, from several Christian 
denominations. 

S o m e  w o m e n  L l e w e l l y n 
interviewed expressed that they 
simply never had the maternal urge. 
“For some, there was just an easy 
acceptance that ‘I’ve been told I should 
have this maternal feeling, I’ve never 
felt it, so that’s that.’ ”

Most of the women had more 
complex reasons. “If you look at the 
literature on voluntary childlessness, 
the reasons women give for choosing 
not to have children include focusing 
on their career, wanting to do other 
things, or concern for the environment,” 
Llewellyn says. “These things were 
definitely part of the reasons named 
by the women I interviewed, but they 
also said things like, ‘I’ve listened, I’m 
trying to work out what God’s desire 
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is for me, and I’m interpreting it in 
this way.’ ” 

She also heard from women that 
having children would hinder what 
they thought God wanted them to 
do. Nearly everyone she interviewed 
used the word “vocation”: They saw 
their vocation and the outworking of 
their Christian faith as being linked to 
activities outside of motherhood. 

One Catholic woman who spoke 
with Llewellyn was a teacher in her 
20s who had been married for about 
four years. She shared the story of 
how, when she and her then-fiancé 
met with the priest who was going to 
marry them, they were open about 
the fact that they did not plan to have 
children. Her vocation of teaching 
was the primary way she felt called to 
serve God. 

In addition, they had both 
endured difficult childhoods and were 
caring for her fiancé’s sibling, who 
needed supervision. “They wanted to 
look after existing family members, 
not new family members,” Llewellyn 
says. When the couple explained to 
the priest that they didn’t want to 
include the phrase about openness to 
children in the wedding ceremony, he 
refused to marry them. 

“That’s the kind of institutional 
barrier that is still in place, and that 
is going to stay in place for the time 
being,” Llewellyn says. (Eventually, 
the couple did find a Catholic priest 
who was willing to officiate the 
ceremony.) 

Childless by circumstance
Not all women are childless 

by choice, however. Others, like 
Sharon Berezne, have other reasons 
for remaining childless. And these 
women face a different set of problems 
in the church. “It’s important for 
Catholics to remember that there are a 
lot of people in our parishes who aren’t 
parents and who still do a lot of good,” 
Berezne says. “We’re just trying to be 
the best human beings we can be.”

Berezne is a lifelong Catholic 
and member of the Church of the 

Resurrection in Solon, Ohio. She 
and her husband teach seventh and 
eighth graders in their Parish School 
of Religion. “I’m proud of my faith and 
happy I’m a Catholic,” she says. She 
worked in human resources for 17 years 
and knew she wanted to have children, 

but she says she “waited to marry the 
right person,” which happened when 
she was 38. After trying unsuccessfully 
to conceive, Berezne and her husband 
went through the adoption process, 
but did not end up adopting. Nine 
years later, “I’m dealing with the 
outcome of how things have worked 
out,” she says. 

“My husband’s been very loving 
and supportive about it,” as have her 
mother and her parish community, 
Berezne says. But sometimes events at 
church will trigger her grief for what 
never came to be. Certain scripture 

readings are painful: On the feast of 
the Visitation, for instance, Berezne 
says it breaks her heart when Elizabeth 
greets Mary by saying “the infant in my 
womb leapt for joy” (Luke 1:39–56).

Occasionally she lets herself cry; 
her parish is built in the round, so this 
means that others will see her and 
sometimes approach her after Mass to 
ask how she’s doing. Berezne says, “I’d 
really like to see some Catholic support 

group for women going through this. 
We have resources in our parishes for 
people who have experienced divorce 
or the death of a spouse. There’s more 
support than there used to be for those 
who are grieving. This is a grieving 
process, too.” 

Kimberly Brennan and her 
husband have been married for 27 
years. “We always wanted children, 
but it didn’t happen,” she says. Instead 
she’s channeled her mothering instinct 
in different professional contexts. 
Brennan worked for 15 years as the 
manager of the master’s program 
in nonprofit administration at the 
University of Notre Dame - a job in 
which she accompanied students who 
were making momentous decisions in 
their lives.

The couple attends St. Thérèse, 
Little Flower Catholic Church in South 
Bend, Indiana, and the parish has 
played an important role in helping 
them to discern how to live out their 
lives once they began to realize that 
they might not have children. “No 
matter what stage we were at, we 
were always met with kindness and 
acceptance,” Brennan says. She also has 
seen examples of life-giving activity 
among fellow parishioners without 
their own children - people who 
welcome refugees to town, participate 
in the parish’s prison ministry, or 
serve at its food pantry. “When I see 
examples like that, I realize that you 
can be a mom without giving birth.”

While childless women who 
struggle with the attitude toward 
motherhood they encounter in the 
church,  there is good news for 
all women. Many church leaders, 
theologians, and pastoral ministers 
are engaging the topic of family 
life and coming to more accurate 
understandings of the complexities of 
women’s lives. What the women need 
is a pastoral response that speaks to 
the reality of their situation, 

“They wanted to 
look after existing 
family members, 
not new family 

members.

“We always 
wanted children,

but it didn’t 
happen.”

(Excerpts from an article that appeared in 
the January 2016 issue of U.S. Catholic, under 
the title, ‘Women Full of Grace.’)
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“They are good people.” This is what you will hear about the people 
of Kozhikode, Kerala. From its fabled auto drivers who return every penny 
of change, to its palliative clinic that provides free care for the terminally ill, 
the tales of Kozhikode’s good hearted people are greatly cherished. From 
April ‘15 Kozhikode makes sure no one in the city goes hungry! Be it the 
poorest, the not so poor, be it you or me – the hungry will be served food 
for free, with utmost dignity. People in need can collect a free meal coupon 
from any of the distribution centres and walk into any restaurant in the city 
– a meal will be served, no questions asked, no explanations sought. The 
project was launched by Kozhikode’s District Collector, Prashant Nair, who 
envisaged this as a community-owned and community-driven initiative. 
The Collector’s office initiated it and the Kerala State Hotel and Restaurants 
Association roped in over 125 city restaurants to become a part of this.The 
small and big contributions by the citizens are dropped into little boxes 
with ‘Operation Sulaimani’ inscribed on them. The volunteer team has 
placed the boxes across the city, into which nameless donations are 
made. This money is used to reimburse the meal coupons that are 
collected at the restaurants. 

Food for free

Wrestling with problems

The Masked Saint follows the journey of 
former professional wrestler Chris Samuels, 
who retires from the ring to settle down as 
a small town pastor.

When the pastor witnesses rampant 
problems in the community, he decides to 
moonlight as a masked vigilante fighting the 
injustice. While facing crises at home and at 
the church, the Pastor must evade the police 
and somehow reconcile his secret, violent 
identity with his calling as a pastor.

Inspired by true events, The Masked 
Saint is based on the highly popular book of 
the same name by Chris Whaley. It was filmed 
entirely in Northern Ontario, and features 
icons of the screen like Diahann Carroll and 
‘Rowdy’ Roddy Piper alongside stars Brett 
Granstaff and Lara Jean Chorostecki.

The Masked Saint
A film by Warren P. Sonoda
Starring Brett Granstaff, Lara Jean Chorostecki, T.J. McGibbon...

A dynamic and inspiring exploration of 
the new science that is redrawing the future 
for people in their forties, fifties, and sixties for 
the better - and for good. There’s no such thing 
as an inevitable midlife crisis, Barbara Bradley 
Hagerty writes in this hopeful book. It’s a myth, 
an illusion. New scientific research explodes 
the fable that midlife is a time when things 
start to go downhill for everybody. In fact, 
midlife can be a great new adventure, when 
you can embrace fresh possibilities, purposes, 
and pleasures. In Life Reimagined, Hagerty 
explains that midlife is about renewal: It’s the 
time to renegotiate your purpose, refocus your 
relationships, and transform the way you think 
about the world and yourself. 

CHEERS!

Courtesy: www.thebetterindia.com

Life Reimagined: 
The Science, Art, 
and Opportunity
of Midlife
By  Barbara Bradley Hagerty
Published by Riverhead Books
Pages: 464; Price: Rs.1978/-

Midlife Opportunities
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By Kristen Hannum

Nonprofit prophets:
How women are leading the Church

LISTEN TO HER

During her time in Hebron, 
Palestine, Cory Lockhart 
carried alcohol pads in 

her pockets to counter the effects 
of tear gas and tried to make sure 
that Israeli soldiers saw that she, a 
Westerner, witnessed their actions. As 
a member of a Christian Peacemaker 
Team, Lockhart lived and witnessed 
in six-week stints with the Palestinian 
people, devoting herself to nonviolent 
peacemaking. 

In unguarded moments, she says, 
those young soldiers reminded her of 
the faces of the Catholic students she 
taught for 14 years before getting her 
master’s degree in spirituality from a 
joint program betweeen Bellarmine 
University and Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky. When she managed to catch 
their eyes, she silently prayed: “I wish 
all of us love in our hearts, a love that 
is generous and vast.”

That sense of vast love, she says, 
is what drives her understanding of 
God and her mission in the world. “I 
want to operate from love and trust. 
That’s the central message of the 
gospels - to love your neighbor.”

Lockhart’s job at JustFaith 
Ministries (which asks on its home 
page, “Are you called to change the 
world?”) allows her to continue her 
volunteer commitment to Christian 
Peacemaker Teams. JustFaith runs 
programs that bring the Church’s 
social justice teachings to parishes 
and satisfies her desire to live a life of 
mission in the world - albeit with less 
risk and heartache.

“I use the word ‘calling,’ ” says 
Lockhart when describing her work. 
“We’re trying to engage people so 
that they are living out the gospel 
message of being Good News to the 
poor, feeding the hungry - and also 
raising questions about why people 
are hungry.”

The oldest vocation 
Lockhart is part of a wave of 

Catholic women living out their faith 
in the world. She joins a burgeoning 
number of women in the United States 
and worldwide who work for nonprofit 
organizations and volunteer for groups 
that address injustice through social 
activism. This career choice is not an 
arbitrary one; these women describe 
their work as a vocation. This is what 
God is calling them to do.

The phenomenon is not new. 
Women, Catholic or not, have always 
worked in hospitals, charities, churches, 
and schools, in both paid and unpaid 
positions. Women have also been 
leaders in social activism for more than 
a century: Consider abolitionism, the 
prohibition movement, the women’s 
suffrage movement, the civil rights 
movement, and the Catholic Worker 
movement.

Part of what is different today 
is that there are more nonprofits 
than ever before, affording more 
women - including Catholic women 
- opportunities for leadership and 
service. According to a 2012 study 
by the Johns Hopkins Nonprofit 
Economic Data Project, between 
2000 and 2010 the nonprofit sector 
added 2 percent more jobs every year. 
This is more than double the growth 
of the for-profit world, which shrank 
0.5 percent per year over the same 
time period - and significantly more 
during the recession. The U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis reports that in 

2014, nonprofits alone accounted for 
5.3 percent of the total gross domestic 
product. 

Women increasingly lead these 
nonprofits. This is a trend that builds 
upon the past; there is an ancient 
tradition of Catholic women creating 
a place for themselves in religious 
orders — the original nonprofits. 
Whether Beguines or Benedictines, 
the church has always had strong 
women leaders. 

Today, this hasn’t changed. 
Women are still leading much of 
Catholic life in the United States. In 
January last year, Dominican Sister 
Donna Markham became president of 

Lockhart is just one of 
several women who are 
working in groups that 

address injustice through 
social activism. These 

women describe their work 
as a vocation. This is what 
God is calling them to do.
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Catholic Charities, the largest Catholic 
charity in the United States. She joined 
two other high-profile women at the 
very top of large Catholic organizations: 
Carolyn Woo, president of Catholic 
Relief Services, and Daughters of 
Charity Sister Carol Keehan, the CEO 
of the Catholic Health Association of 
the United States, one of the largest 
nonprofit health care providers in the 
country.

While women have been there all 
along, what is changing is the visibility 
of women in nonprofit vocations. 
Even today, women are CEOs in 
only 35 percent of large nonprofits. 
However, more and more Catholic 
young women are dedicating their 
lives toward helping others in the 
nonprofit sector.

Training to serve
Some of the most articulate and 

committed activists and nonprofit 
leaders are women coming out of 
theological degree programs. Krista 
Kutz attended the University of Chicago 
Divinity School, which is not affliliated 
with one religion. Kutz, 29, knew she 
had good leadership skills and she was 
passionate about theology. Her belief 
in her leadership abilities was affirmed 
during her time in divinity school, but 
she began to question working for the 
Catholic Church. “I can’t tell you how 
many times I was told, ‘the Episcopal 
Church welcomes you,’” she says. “I 
was encouraged to consider leadership 
outside the Catholic tradition.”

She was tempted to switch 
denominations. Kutz, however, says 
she is who she is because of her 
Catholic faith. She remains Catholic, 
but after graduation she didn’t last 
long working at a Catholic parish. 
She decided to work in the secular 
nonprofit sector.

Alice Hunt, president of the 
nearby Chicago Theological Seminary, 
has similar advice for young women 
going into the nonprofit world. She 
says that when she mentors young 
women she urges them to trust their 
own instincts and not to allow outside 
influences to override their gut feelings.

For Kutz, as for other women, Hunt’s 
advice means having the courage to 
look outside “traditional” career paths.
She now works on the development 
team at an organization she describes 
as radically inclusive and empowering: 
The Night Ministry, a nonprofit that 
provides housing and health care 
to people in Chicago suffering from 
homelessness. 

Charity and justice
Historically, women in the 

Catholic Church are more likely 
than men to be drawn to work in the 
nonprofit sector. Lockhart thinks that 
this may be because of how women 
are socialized. “Women are better 
at recognizing our interconnection 
and relationships as opposed to the 
individual,” she says.

Carol Lackie, a successful 
corporate tax lawyer for a 25 years, 
chose a new direction 10 years ago. 
After earning a master’s degree in 
pastoral studies from Loyola University 
Chicago’s Institute of Pastoral Studies, 
Lackie spent six months in Kenya, 
working in the Center for Social 
Justice and Ethics at the Catholic 
University of Eastern Africa. Then 
she worked for nearly five years with 
the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago 
as their vocation coordinator and 
executive director of initial formation. 
In her current position with Catholic 
Volunteer Network, she awards money 
to women religious congregations 
to fund volunteer programs that 
encourage vocations.

But Lackie also had to develop 
a whole new set of skills during her 
studies at Loyola. As a lawyer, her job 
had been to understand a problem 
and then fix it. As a spiritual director, 
her job is to listen. “It changed my 
perspective profoundly,” she says. “Part 
of everyone’s day should be spent in 
service - even if it’s just listening to 
someone who’s had a bad day. You 
don’t walk into every situation with the 
responsibility to fix it. Sometimes, your 
responsibility should be just to listen. 
We don’t do that enough. It’s different 
than the social activist persona. Most 

of us are not called to lead the charge, 
but we are all called to listen quietly to 
others, to share pain.”

Kathy McGourty, a graduate 
of Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago, agrees that sometimes just 
standing with others in solidarity is an 
important part of the job description. 
It’s part of her work supporting Haitian 
coffee growers on the board of Just 
Haiti, Inc. 

“There are two ways that we 
respond to God’s love and God’s 
cal l  in the world around us,” 
McGourty says. “That’s what I 
think responsibility means…it comes 
from respond, and it is how we respond 
to the needs of the world around us. 
The two ways to respond are charity 
and justice. Charity is meeting the 
immediate need. Justice is changing 
the system that creates that need. I 
think nonprofit work can fall into both 
categories, but I think social activism 
generally falls into the category of 
justice, an active pursuit of changing 
an unjust policy or system.”

Why to change the world
McGourty, Kutz, Lackie, and 

Cory Lockhart all express gratitude 
for jobs that allow them to do work 
that is a service to others - and at the 
same time give them the opportunity 
for spiritual growth. 

McGourty still remembers the 
guilt she felt as a teen in El Salvador in 
1992. She’d gone there with her parents 
as part of one of the first JustFaith 
efforts. They visited the church where 
soldiers assassinated St. Óscar Romero 
in 1980, and they visited the place where 
a death squad had murdered six Jesuit 
priests, their housekeeper, and her 
daughter in 1989. U.S.-trained soldiers 
were implicated in both killings.“We 
know you don’t support that,” the 
people reassured her. Today she has a 
different understanding of what she 
felt as a 19-year-old in El Salvador. 
“Maybe responsibility is a better way 
to describe the interconnection I felt,” 
she says.

Courtesy: (excerpts from an article
published in the Jan ‘16 issue of) U.S. Catholic.
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On 16 April ‘16 Pope Francis 
gave a 25-minute press conference to 
reporters during his return flight to 
Rome from Lesbos, Greece, where he 
visited a refugee camp,

The Pope spoke about the refugee 
crisis, the global immigration crisis, 
the 12 Syrian refugees he was bringing 
to Italy on the flight, the global family 
crisis,  missed by media coverage of the 
controversy over Holy Communion 
for those who have divorced and 
remarried, and his brief greeting for 
Democratic presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders. Excerpts from the 
Pope’s press conference: 

This trip is happening just 
after an accord between the 
European Union and Turkey. 
Do you think this is a political 
solution in order to save time? 
This morning, you met with the 

presidential candidate, Bernie 
Sanders, at Santa Martha. I wanted 
to ask you what you felt about the 
meeting and how you see North 
American politics…

First of all, there is no political 
speculation because I didn’t know 
much about these accords between 
Turkey and Europe. I saw them in the 
newspapers. Bringing these refugees 
with me is a humanitarian thing. It 
was an inspiration from a week ago 
that I immediately accepted, because 
I saw that it was the Holy Spirit 
who was speaking. Everything was 
done legally. They’ve come with us 
with their documents in order. The 
Vatican, Italy and Greece have given 
them a visa. They will be welcomed 
by the Vatican with the collaboration 
of Sant’Egidio who will find work 
for them. But they are guests of the 
Vatican and they are added to the 

two Syrian families that are already 
given hospitality by the two Vatican 
parishes.

Second. This morning when I 
walked out, there was Senator Bernie 
Sanders who came to the conference 
on Centessimus Annus. He knew that 
I was leaving at that time and he had 
the courtesy to greet me. I greeted 
him and his wife, and another couple 
with him who were all staying at Santa 
Marta.  I greeted him and nothing 
more. Greeting is just good manners 
and does not mean to be mixed up 
with politics. If someone thinks that 
greeting means to get mixed up in 
politics, I think he needs to meet a 
psychiatrist.

 
  You speak much about 
welcoming, but perhaps you speak 
too little about integration. Seeing 
what is happening in Europe, 

“Building walls
is not the solution”
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where there’s this massive influx 
of immigrants, we see that there 
are many cities that suffer from 
ghettos. In all of this, it emerges 
that Muslim immigrants are 
those who have the most difficult 
time integrating themselves 
with our values, Western values… 

wouldn’t it be more useful to favor 
the immigration of Christian 
immigrants? And why did you 
choose three entirely Muslim 
families to bring with you?

I didn’t make a religious choice 
between Christians and Muslims. 
These three families had their 
documents in order. There were, for 
example,  two Christian families who 
didn’t. All 12 of them are children of 
God. It’s a privilege to be a child of 
God. For what regards integration…
you used a word which in current 
culture seems to be forgotten: the 
ghettos. And some of the terrorists 
are children and grandchildren of 
people born in European countries 
and what has happened? There was 
no policy of integration. And this, 
for me, is fundamental. The post-
synodal apostolic exhortation talks 
of integration. One of the the three 
pastoral dimensions for families in 
difficulty is integration into society. 
Today, Europe must take up again this 

task - something that it has always 
done - to integrate. With integration, 
Europe’s culture  is enriched. I think 
that we need to be educated on a 
culture of integration.

 
Holy Father, they’re talking 

about reinforcing the borders of 

different European countries, of 
deploying battalions along the 
borders of Europe. Is it the end 
of Schengen, is it the end of the 
European dream?

I don’t know. I understand that 
the governments and the people 
have  certain fears. I understand 
that. But welcoming those who seek 
refuge is our responsibility. How do 
we integrate these people with us? 
Constructing walls is not the solution. 
We saw the fall of  one  in the last 
century. It doesn’t resolve anything. 
We must make bridges and bridges 
are made with intelligence, dialogue, 
integration. I understand the fears, 
but to close the borders doesn’t 
resolve anything. Because in the long 
run, that closure will hurt the people 
of Europe. Europe must make a policy 
of welcome, integration, growth, 
work, the reform of the economy. 
All of these are the bridges that will 
make walls unncessary. What I saw 
in that refugee camp, what you saw, 

was something to cry about. The kids 
have given me so many drawings. The 
children want peace because they’re 
suffering. It’s true that there they have 
classes in the camp. What have they 
seen? Look at this: what they’ve seen: 
a drowned child! The kids have got 
this in their hearts. Today made us 
all cry. The same drawing was made 
by an Afghan child. These children 
have this in their memories. They’ll 
need time to remove this from their 
memories. There was a sun in that 
drawing, but it was crying too. We too 
will do well to cry.

Why don’t you make a 
distinction between those who 
f lee because of war and those 
who flee because of hunger? Can 
Europe welcome all the misery of 
the world?

It’s true that some flee because 
of war, others because of hunger. But 
both are the effects of exploitation of 
the earth. A head of government in 
Africa told me more or less a month 
ago that he is reforesting, because 
the land that was exploited was dead 
because of exploitation. Some run 
because of hunger, others because 
of war. I would invite the arms- 
producers and traffickers, those who 
sell them to intensify war in different 
places - in Syria, for example - I would 
tell these traffickers to spend a day in 
that refugee camp. I think it would be 
helpful for them.

You said something very 
special this morning that really 
caught our attention: this is a sad 
trip. And we understood from your 
words that you were really moved. 
But, something changed in your 
heart when we found out about 
these 12 people. With this little 
gesture you’ve given a lesson to 
those who have turned their gaze 
away from so much pain, away 
from this “piecemeal third world 
war.”

I will respond with a phrase that 
is not mine. They asked the same 

There was a sun in that drawing, but it was 
crying too. We too will do well to cry. 



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India MAY-JUNE 2016                                              23

INTERVIEW

thing to Mother Teresa. They would 
say to her: ‘You work so much, you 
spend so much of your energy, to help 
people die in peace, but what you do 
is not worth it.’ And she replied: ‘It’s 
a drop, it’s a drop of water in the sea, 
but after that drop, the sea will never 
be the same.’ This is similar. This is a 
small act that we all must do in order 
to take the hand of those in need.

Holy Father, we visited a 
nation where migrants live. It is 
also a nation that has to follow an 
economic policy of austerity. That 
is true for another island, Puerto 
Rico. What do you think of this 
policy of austerity?

The word ‘austerity’ means, 
from an economic point of view, a 
chapter of a program. Politically it 
means another, and spiritually it 
means another. When I speak, I do 
so in comparison with waste. The 
FAO, it seems to me, in a meeting, 
said that with one wasted meal, you 
could nourish the world. And we, in 
our homes, how much do we waste 
without intending to? This culture of 
waste. In a Christian sense, austerity 
should mean sharing our resources - 
not wasting them. 

Holiness, you have said that 
this refugee crisis is the worst 
event after the Second World War. 
I would like to ask you what you 
think of the crises of migrants that 
arrive in America, in the United 
States, from Mexico, from Latin 
America…

It’s the same thing. Migrants 
arrive there f leeing from hunger, 
conflicts etc. It’s the same problem. In 
Mexico, I celebrated Mass 100 meters 
from the border, where on the other 
side there were some 50 bishops from 
the U.S. and 50,000 faithful in one 
stadium. It’s the same. They arrive to 
Mexico from Central America. It’s a 
global problem. I spoke about it there 
to the Mexican bishops, I asked them 
to take care of the refugees.

I’d like to ask you about an 
event of recent days, which was 
your apostolic exhortation, Amoris 

Laetitia. As you well know, there 
has been much discussion after its 
publication. Some maintain that 
nothing has changed with respect 
to the discipline that regulates 
access to the sacraments for the 
divorced and remarried, that 
the Law, the pastoral praxis and 
obviously the doctrine remain the 
same. Others hold that much has 
changed and that there are new 

openings and possibilities. For a 
Catholic who wants to know: are 
there new, concrete possibilities 
that didn’t exist before the 
publication of your exhortation 
or not?

I can say yes, period. But it 
would be an answer that is too brief. 
I recommend that you read the 
presentation of Cardinal Schonborn, 
who is a great theologian. He was the 
secretary for the Congregation of the 
Doctrine of the Faith, and he knows 
the doctrine of the faith well. In that 
presentation, your question will find 
an answer.

You wrote this famous ‘Amoris 
Laetitia’ on the problems of the 
divorced and remarried. Why 
put something so important in a 
little note (footnote 351)? Did you Courtesy:www.catholicnewsagency.com



foresee the opposition or did you 
mean to say that this point isn’t 
that important?

One of  the recent popes, 
speaking of the Council, said that 
there were two councils: the Second 
Vatican Council in the Basilica of 
St Peter, and the other, the council 
of the media. When I convoked the 
first synod, the great concern of the 
majority of the media was communion 

for the divorced and remarried, and, 
since I am not a saint, this bothered 
me, and then made me sad. I felt like 
asking those media who said, this, 
this and that, ‘Don’t you realize that 
that is not the important problem? 
Don’t you realize that the family 
throughout the world is in crisis? 
Don’t you realize that the falling birth 
rate in Europe is enough to make one 
cry? And the family is the basis of 
society. Do you not realize that the 
youth don’t want to marry? Don’t 
you realize that lack of jobs means 
that a mother has to do two jobs and 
the children have to grow up alone? 
These are the big problems. I don’t 
remember the footnote, but if it’s in a 
footnote it’s because I spoke about it, 
I think, in Evangelii Gaudium.

It’s true that some flee because of war, others 
because of hunger. But both are the effects of 

exploitation of the earth.
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By Paul Rolphy Pinto, SJ

There is something that 
seems most absurd in 
the Spiritual Exercises. 

In the thirteenth of the rules he 
offers under the title  “To Have the 
Genuine Attitude which We Ought 
to Maintain in the Church Militant” 
(Sp. Ex. 365) Ignatius writes, “To be 
right in everything, we ought always 
to hold that the white which I see, 
is black, if the hierarchical Church 
so decides it”.   How can I affirm the 
contrary of what I see because the 
Church says so?

That is not all. There are other 
puzzling images in the Ignatian 
corpus with regard to how one ought 
to be obedient, such as, “parinde 
ac cadaver” (as a lifeless body), as 
“an old man’s staff” and in “blind 
obedience”. Neither a dead body 
nor a stick thinks. The blind person 
does not see. Am I to obey without 
thinking about and considering what 
is proposed, rather commanded, to 
me? Isn’t this absurd again? There is 
more to it.  

Both, the Constitutions [547] 
and the famous Letter on Obedience 
of March 1553, to the Members of 
the Society in Portugal, soon after 
speaking of blind obedience, add 
that one must not obey if there is sin 
involved in the act of obeying. How 
am I expected to perceive sin if I am 

Discern, consult, 
represent, obey

to obey blindly? And if I am seeing 
the sin involved, then it is not blind 
obedience in the first place. 

How are we to understand 
Ignatius? I propose a few hints, 
w i t h o u t  p r e t e n d i n g  t o  b e 
exhaustive.

What seems to be in the 
background  o f  the Ignat i an 
formulation “the white which I see…” 
is something that Erasmus once 
said, that the black wouldn’t become 
white even if the Roman Pontiff 
were to affirm it.  It is unlikely that 
Ignatius is trying to refute Erasmus 
here.  Nor is Ignatius affirming the 
opposite. 

There are various English 
t rans la t ions o f  the Ignat ian 
formulation. In the first part of the 
text, i.e., lo blanco que yoveo,Mullan 
accurately translates Ignatius as “the 
white which I see,” whereas Ganss 
gives an interpretative translation, 
“what seems to me to be white”.  
Ignatius is not questioning the 
obvious here.  The accent should 
be placed on the “I”.  What I see is 
my subjective perception. I may 
be convinced about what I see but 
Ignatius calls for caution. Hasn’t it 
ever happened to us, that we were 
convinced of a thing being true or 
false and were later proved wrong? 

In his careful formulation, 
Ignat ius uses the verb creer 
( to bel ieve) .   Ignatius is not 
counterposing the verb ser (to be) 
with ser but with creer.  Here Ganss 
accurately employs the verb believe, 
but Mullan wrongly translates as, “is 
black…”.  Ignatius is not asking us to 
affirm right away what the Church 
authority is affirming but to believe 
what it is affirming.  This creates in 
us an attitude of openness to discover 
the will God more accurately.  It 
makes us willing to go beyond our 
own limited point of view and take a 
look at reality from the point of view 
a reliable authority. For Ignatius it 
is important to get things right. The 
larger horizon he has in mind is to 
create unity within the Church, “to 
have the genuine attitude”, and not 
promote discord.

Why should we be willing to 
believe the contrary of what we see? 
In the second  half of the same rule 
13, Ignatius gives the justification:  
The Church is the spouse of Christ; 
she stands in the place of Christ.  It 
is the Spirit of Christ that governs the 
Church and its dictates.

The theological principle 
Ignatius uses in rule 13 to justify his 

- What Ignatius really said about obedience 
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stand will help us to interpret better 
the images used in the Ignatian 
corpus to speak of  obedience, 
namely, “as a lifeless body” and “an 
old man’s staff”. These symbols point 
to the disposition or the attitude 
one should hold towards the will of 
the superior, because the superior 
stands in the place of Christ, just as 

It is good to keep in mind that 
the Letter on Obedience is addressed 
to a single province(Portugal).  The 
Letter does speak of representation 
but it seems to take a back seat.  In 
May 1555 Ignatius wrote, a letter to 
the whole Society on “The Mode 
in which One should Deal and 
Negotiate with any Superior”.  This 

execution, will and judgment.  The 
obedience of mere execution is no 
obedience unless the one who obeys 
wills what the superior wills.  The 
obedience of will is taken to a higher 
level when the one who obeys not 
only wills what the superior wills but 
even thinks in the same way as the 
superior.  The words of the Letter, 

“He must not only have the same 
will as the superior but also be of 
the same mind as he, submitting his 
own judgment to the superior’s to the 
extent that a devoted will is able to 
influence the understanding” (no. 7), 
call to mind the words of the Apostle, 
“Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5).
Manifestation is a two-way 
exchange 

How is the obedient Jesuit 
subject called to “be of the same 
mind as the superior”?  The sacred 
practice of canonical manifestation 
of conscience, for instance, is not 
merely a one-way activity but a 
two-way exchange.  Not only should 
the subject make himself known 
to the superior but the superior is 
also expected to speak his mind.  
The superior and the subject are 
to enter into dialogue and come 
to a mutual understanding of each 
other.  A practice of this kind makes 
obedience an art. 

Blind obedience? Not quite. 

How is the obedient Jesuit subject called to “be of the same mind as the 
superior”? The sacred practice of canonical manifestation
of conscience is not merely a one-way activity
but a two-way exchange.

Fr Paul Rolphy Pinto, SJ, teaches at the 
Institute of Spirituality in the Gregorian, Rome.



letter, from his own hand, is little 
known, but Ignatius attributed a 
great importance to it. We know this 
because he asked for confirmation 
of the reception of  letter from 
the addressees.  The letter is in 
Ignatius’s own characteristic style 
and language.
Discernment & representation: 

I g n a t i u s  e n c o u r a g e s 
the individual to do personal 
discernment, to gather information, 
and to consult with others before 
taking the matter to the superior.  
Further, the subject should deal 
gently with the superior and should 
never employ the imperative mode 
of speech but rather suggest things 
in conditional or subjunctive mode.  
Representation of the matter to the 
superior is a constitutive dimension 
of the Ignatian way of proceeding.  

Why is representation so 
important?  In my opinion, it is 
important in order to attain more 
easily the third level of obedience 
according to Ignatius. Both, the 
Constitutions and the Letter on 
Obedience, mention and explain the 
three levels of obedience, namely, of 

Church represents Christ. As one 
should respond to the call of Christ 
“readily and diligently” (Sp. Ex. 91) or  
“should be ready to leave unfinished 
any letter” (Cons. 547), so one should 
be totally available to accomplish the 
will of God manifest through the 
Superior. 

The material dimension of 
the fanciful images employed could 
still be an obstacle toward a right 
comprehension of the Ignatian 
concept of obedience. In particular, 
the images might downplay the 
essential role of representation (the 
fruit of the subject’s discernment) 
that facilitates a discovery of the 
will of God together by the superior 
and the subject.   Though Ignatius 
is the “author” of the Constitutions 
and though he signed the Letter of 
Obedience, the images employed 
do not proceed straight from 
Ignatius’s pen.  Polanco, Ignatius’s 
secretary, drafted both the texts 
we are considering here.  In all 
likelihood, it is from the Fathers of 
the Church that Polanco borrowed 
the metaphors.
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By Vincent Pereppadan, SJ

The 
Crossing

I will walk down to the Snake 
Bridge half past five in the evening.

I will look at every face that 
crosses me

To see if one face lights up with 
a smile for me

Mukund paused. The bell from 
St. Mary’s Church struck thrice as 
routine had it. He watched as the 
ink blurred on the yellowed paper. It 
reflected his mind. The paper seemed 
thirsty and seemed to soak up his 
thoughts. However, Mukund knew 
the meaninglessness of revealing 
everything to the world. After all, 
what he writes and keeps in his 
old-box-cum table top has only one 
purpose – a piece of hard evidence 
for the police to close the case. They 
need just one line to establish that it 
was his decision and that no one else 
was involved. But the paper seemed 
to thirst for more. The ink from the 
tip of the pen has already made a large 
blot on the paper and was widening 
as he watched it.  It was as if the pen 
had a mind of its own. If he did not, 
then the pen would deliver the truth. 
But no, it wasn’t what he wanted. 
Mukund lifted the tip of the gel pen 
from the paper. He wished, for a last 
chance, for a smile that appeared on 
a human face.

What if it finally happened 
today? What if someone actually 
smiled at him today? A young woman, 
perhaps? He longed for it all these 
years whenever he walked on the all-
so familiar city streets. Though no one 
knew about it, Mukund unfailingly 
searched for that one smile that would 
alter his perception of life. And today is 
the last day of his search. Hereafter, he 
would never bother the world around 
him begging for a smile. Beating 
all probability, if today, he found 
his smile, he would cross the Snake 
Bridge and enter the unknown vistas 
of the overlapping city. He has never 
crossed it in past thirty-two years. He 
had no business beyond the bridge. 
But today, crossing it, determined by 
an almost impossible smile, was his 
business. He would discern in it an 
invitation to life;  each step taking 
him forward from down the stairs of 
his single-windowed dark and narrow 
attic of the old glass-bottle storehouse 
to a path of no return.

This is where he stood at this 
point in life. Wasn’t his fault. Yousaf 
has stopped his old glass-bottles 
business. He has decided to go to 
America where both of his sons are 
employed now. So he has already sold 
the entire property to a corporate 
body to construct a health tower that 
would house various super specialty 
hospitals. The manager of  the 
construction company informed him 
only yesterday that the demolishing 
work would start from the next day. 
Mukund was asked to look out for a 
job and was given some extra money 
too as severance. The money didn’t 
make a difference. 

He knew no other way of life 
other than of categorizing bottles 
and delivering them up to the gates of 
distilleries around the city up to the 
Snake Bridge. His life and memories 
began in this city and he has been 
with Yousaf and the bottles from the 
age of ten. He unloaded bottles from 
carts, cleaned them up and separated 
them in the categories of rum, brandy, 

whiskey, vodka, beer and wine. He 
saw the city from the bottles that 
came from the liquor bars, offices 
and apartments. He smelt and tasted 
the city that came bottled in various 
bottles. He loved vodka which felt hot 
and strong as his own gender; soft as 
it goes down but rocks like the strong 
waves of the ocean as it finds its way 
around. 

When the glass bottles gave 
way to plastic, Yousaf lost interest in 
dealing with old bottles.

Mukund looked at the paper 
that compelled him to write the 
last line. What if someone lights 
up a broad smile for him today? He 
wrote:

I will come to the bridge.
But in the absence of the smile, 

my journey will end there.
He h a s  b e e n c a re f u l  i n 

performing each act that he would 
never repeat. He closed the single 
pane of the wooden window. All of 
a sudden, darkness enveloped him. 
Behind the luminescence hides thick 
darkness capable of squeezing out the 
radiance. Mukund was taken aback 
by the sudden appearance of the dark. 
He remained quietly with closed eyes 
and visualised the distance of the half 
an hour stroll from his attic to the 
Snake Bridge. 

He could see the crowd from 
the railway station, from the bus 
terminal, from the malls, from the 
IT Park, all heading east, west, north 
and south hurriedly, while talking 
into their smart phones, looking at 
the hoardings, calling out for taxis 
or autorikshaws, asking the street 
vendors for prices of vegetables 
and fruits, gathering and holding 
many coloured plastic bags with 
printed advertisements on them, and 
disappearing swiftly to the horizon 
beyond the bridge. Where do they 
come from and where do they go? 
He knows that every day the crowd 
appears and disappears. In their rush 
to live, would they remember to smile 
at him? 
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But of course, they smiled! They 
secretly smiled at their smart phones 
pressing it closely against their ears. 
They smiled slyly at the salon-perfect 
faces that passed them. The smile was 
for the jutting nipples from beneath 
those tight T-shirts, the tight hips and 
those deep cleavages. They smiled at 
the shadow of sculpted male muscles, 
at the low-waist of those jeans, at 
branded coats and polished shoes; 
at heady perfumes and at waxed 
surfaces of high-end cars and super 
bikes. Mukund found the same smiles 
on the bill boards and the crowd 
was emulating those smiles. He was 
looking for a genuine smile that came 
from a real face, a good heart.

Mukund left the pen over paper 
on the top of the box. He left his wrist 
watch too, that indicated the time: 
half past five. His hands shivered. He 
took the old padlock off the latch, 
from behind the door, that kept his 
attic safe during the day. Though he 
had nothing to safeguard, he locked 
the attic door everyday on his way 
out. It was a routine that he followed 
faithfully. But this time he doesn’t 
want to lock it. The open padlock 
moved like a pendulum for a short 
while before it came to a halt. Mukund 
stepped on the steep creaky wooden 
stairs. He looked around. There 
were heaps of glass bottles at various 
corners. These are the unlucky ones 
which would never fill up the spirited 
liquid. He climbed down the stairs, 
slow and heavy.

He got on to the crowded streets. 
Mukund was aware of every step he 
took, every breath that entered and 
went out of him and of every person 
who crossed him. He would not blink 
his eyes for the fear of missing the 
most precious smile that would save 
his life. He felt the heaviness on his 
feet. His hands were lumps hanging 
from the shoulders. 

The cold darkness of death 
entered him. Faces appeared and 
vanished in front of him. He knew 

that when it was time he wouldn’t 
need to jump into the cess pool under 
the bridge for the wave of death would 
have already turned him to just a 
body and he would free fall from 
the bridge. Faces - of men, women, 
young, middle-aged and the old were 

vanishing swiftly. Mukund realized 
that he was not walking anymore. He 
was being carried by the intoxication 
of death. He kept his eyes open just to 
fulfil the promise on the paper he left 
in the attic; a word to the world that 
sustained him and the honest creed 
of his 42 years of life.  

The concrete railing of the Snake 
Bridge touched him coldly. He heard 
the city, busy and bustling, from 
behind. Mukund kept his eyes open 
to the flow of the river underneath. 
It hurried past him bearing floating 
logs, carcasses, plastic packets and 
bottles. The river had no time to wait. 
Or, has it been waiting eagerly to take 
him into its depths along with the rest 
of its crew? Mukund lifted his right 
foot off the concrete walkway along 
the bridge. 

Something moved from the 
bundle that lay on the platform 
under the bridge that separated land 
from the river. Mukund saw it from 
the corner of his eyes and that made 
him look up. He spotted someone 
hurriedly walking away from the 

slushy platform. Taken up by a new 
and sudden bout of energy, Mukund 
rushed down to the platform. He did 
not know why he rushed and what 
energy moved him. But he knew that 
he was rushing along with the wind. 
He flew past the sigh of a woman on 
his way. It was a smile! An innocent 
smile! An infant in rags lay smiling 
at Mukund with open eyes. Mukund 
knelt on the dirt ground and lifted up 
the little girl. The glitter in the eyes of 
the infant girl who kept smiling at him 
brought him back to earth. The river 
flowed, reflecting the radiance of the 
evening’s orange Sun and resisting 
the darkness.

Fr Vincent Pereppadan, SJ (KER) is the 
editor and director of Sneha Sena and Tik-Tik 
Life, value orientation monthly magazines for 
children in Malayalam and English.
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Miguel Fernandez, SJ 
(GUJ) 1932 - 2016

“I want to go back to Gujarat even if I have 
to return walking” were the words of Br. Michael 
when he was in Spain and we thought he would 
not get his Visa renewed. Br. Miguel Fernandez, 
who was so committed to the people of Gujarat, 
was born on 28 May 1932 in Spain. He entered 
the Society of Jesus on 15 Aug 1953 in Loyola-
Azpeitia, Spain.  It was after qualifying as an 
electrical engineer and working in the family 

electrical factory for some time that he heard the Lord’s call and 
answered it. 

He came to India in 1963. He did his Tertianship at 
Shembaganur in 1964, and pronounced his Final vows on 02 
Feb 1965. In Gujarat, he served at Mt. Abu, Anand, Ahmedabad 
and Kalol before settling down at XTI Sevasi from 1969 to 1992. 
While setting up XTI, he meticulously planned and executed 
the entire wiring of all the buildings on the campus. In these 
long years he built up the electrical department at XTI, trained 
thousands of students as electricians. 

Teaching was his passion and he did so with gusto. He 
did not allow students to be passive listeners; he asked the 
students questions, explained things to them, made them do 
practicals through exploration and experiment. He loved the 
students and they knew it. He was at their service as a teacher, 
an advisor and even as a doctor when they fell ill; he would go 
to the hostel at night with a glass of milk and medicines for a sick 
boy.In the early years of XTI the staff members used to live with 
their families in the staff quarters on the campus itself. He visited 
them regularly and took care of their medical emergencies. 
Thanks to Br. Michael, all the children of our senior staff are well 
educated and well employed. Even up to his last day he kept 
track of them. 

After his retirement from XTI Sevasi, he was in XITC 
Ankleshwar for two years designing and executing the basic 
training for school dropouts.In 1996 he was appointed infirmarian 
in Jeevan Darshan. At the age of 64, he learnt four-wheel driving 
to take the sick to the hospitals. He was always at the service 
of the sick. He looked tough but was gentleness personified. 
Though he was sent to Loyola Spain to help in the infirmary, his 
heart was in Gujarat. So he returned to Jeevan Darshan again 
to render his services to the sick and the old.He fell ill himself 
and had to be sent back to Spain for treatment and one of his 
lungs which was affected by cancer had to be removed. 

Once he recovered he came back to Gujarat and worked 
at XTI. He was an ardent devotee of Mother Mary. He used to 
place flowers, burn incense and candles in front of the statue 
of our Lady in our chapel. He said many rosaries every day. He 
was gentle, warm and good humoured. Br. Michael’s happiness 
was contagious. He welcomed everybody with joy and warmth. 
He was a man full of life and shared it with all around. Perhaps 
realizing that his end was approaching, he insisted on the 
evening before he died to be taken back to the Jeevan Darshan 
Infirmary. On the last day he himself got ready, brushed and 
shaved and awaited the Lord  peacefully on his bed. And the Lord 
came silently and took him to his eternal rest. His resting place 
at XTI reminds us of his lifelong service to XTI and challenges 
us to live in some ways the rich legacy which we have inherited 
from him.                                                 - Vincent Moonnu, SJ

TheoToniuS de SaleS, SJ 
(PUN) 1928 - 2016

Fr. Theo de Sales was born and brought 
up in a Poona Catholic family and had completed 
his schooling at St. Vincent’s Jesuit School. 
He had graduated in Arts and Law from Pune 
Colleges. For over four years he practised as 
a lawyer in Pune and Bombay. He was at the 
peak of his successful career when he took the 
big decision to leave everything and become 
an ardent follower of Christ.  Spending four 
formative years at the Papal Seminary, he joined the Jesuits 
and completed his theology at JDV staying at De Nobili College. 
He was ordained a priest on 18 March1964. After his studies 
for M.A. in Education at Loyola University, Chicago, U.S.A with 
Psychology and Counseling as special courses, he was sent to 
Loyola, Margao, Goa as school teacher and counselor as well 
as animator of the Catholic Students Union under AICUF and 
the Newman Association for working graduates. 

A well learned and knowledgeable person Fr. Theo de 
Sales, after serving His Master and His people for 52 years 
as a priest bade farewell to this world and left for his eternal 
reward. Fr Theo was a renowned Lawyer, as a priest he was 
a good pastor and counselor, and as a Jesuit he was a good 
administrator. In his 52 years of service as a priest he worked in 
the Pune, Goa and Nashik Dioceses engaging himself in these 
ministries- Jesuit Administration and Formation, as Urban and 
Missionary Parish Priest, as Spiritual Father, also in Marriage 
Apostolate and Counseling Ministries for Priest, Religious and 
Laity. He served the Province in various capacities as Socius 
to Provincial, Formation Coordinator, Rector and Superior and 
Principal of different renowned Institutions. For seven years he 
was Rector of Papal Seminary, Pune. He served the Nashik 
Diocese as its Vicar General and helped the Bishop in his 
administration.  

People loved him and he loved the people. Keeping God 
always at the center of his life, he offered ministries for the 
welfare of the people and always made efforts to empower 
people given to his care. Fr. Theo was a Man of God, a Man of 
People, a Man on Mission and a Man for Others. His returning 
to God is a big loss for the Province, the Society and the 
Church at large. In St. Paul’s words, he lived his life worthy of 
his calling.     

For a couple of months he was finding himself weak and 
unable to move around much, though he enjoyed participating 
in all common celebrations. After a fall in 2015, he restricted his 
movements to the house, but he always showed willingness 
to celebrate the Eucharist for the community and to hear the 
confessions of the faithful. On the feast of St Joseph, 19 March 
‘16, he participated in the community activities and celebration. 
On Monday 04 April ‘16, he found it difficult to breathe and the 
uneasiness developed. He was then immediately rushed to the 
ICU of the Seventh Day Advent Hospital, Pune. The Doctor 
who treated him told his Superior that both the kidneys of Fr. 
Theo had failed and he suffered a cardiac arrest. Being on the 
ventilator for a couple of days, he preferred to return to God, 
and on 09 April ‘16, at 10.15am he breathed his last. May his 
soul rest in peace!  - Bhausaheb Sansare, SJ
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Obedience will do
I just received a copy of A Universal 

body for Universal mission. Permit me a 
few comments on it. Subject to your approval of 
course!

Sorry for sending you so many comments but I feel we are 
wasting so much of our Jesuit human resources: committees 
and commissions etc. without placing OBEDIENCE as a priority. 
Obedience will put in place the internal and external restructuring. 
Obedience will enable: the professor to sit in the confessional; 
Jesuits from Madurai to be applied to Goa; the provincials to 
read and conform to the guidelines given in the constitutions as 
regards the selection of apostolate and ministries; etc.

I would like to put it like this. In faith I believe that the will 
of God has been manifested to me by my superior- [although 
in my opinion he is less educated than I; he is a bull in a china 
shop; he is not intelligent & a fool; etc.]

 Hebrews endorses my view. Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your 
leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 

Only God has
I was delighted to read the Jesuit General’s “third challenge” 

to open “alternative paradigms of evangelisation” (Jivan, April 
2016). 

Decades ago my Hindu husband pointed 
out to me the difference in the Indian way of 

thinking - “both and” - and the western way 
of thinking - “either or”-  that underpinned 
the Christianity we had inherited. It 
was an insight that enriched our 

interfaith marriage and freed me 
to experience the wonder and 

immensity of the Divine that went 
beyond any religion. 

Unfortunately I was accused of 
“syncretism”. Even the Final Report of 

the Ordinary General Assembly of Bishops, 
when speaking of disparity of cult marriages 

mentions “relativism” as a potential threat to such 
marriages (25).  So I wonder what the powers that be will make 
of the Jesuit General’s support of drawing spiritual fruit from one 
tradition while being comfortable with adopting practices from 
another tradition. The answer is one that I arrived at quite early 
in my journey into communion, that when it comes to a God-
experience, religious authorities have no say, only God has.

- Astrid Lobo Gajiwala
Mumbai - 400 012

Lack of  depth
I liked a lot your cover story in the March ‘16 issue of 

Jivan. ‘The Hunger for Depth’ is a timely and thought-provoking 
article. Our apostolates suffer from lack of depth. What we call 
our educational apostolate tries to do exactly what other schools 
and colleges are doing - and these days they do a much better 
job than us. Our social apostolate does not seem to be guided 
by fresh and new thinking. We are institutionalized and so 
we want to join the mainstream. Our own inner 
depth should come from a close fellowship 
with Jesus. Our faith in him should help us 
launch into the deep in order to find ways 
of helping our people find the fish where 
they have laboured in vain for long. 

- Felix Joseph, SJ
Trichy, T.N. - 620 002

LETTERS

Contact: 
Circulation Manager, JIVAN, Gujarat Sahitya Prakash,

P.B. 70, Anand - 388 001, Gujarat. 
Email: frjssj@gmail.com / booksgsp@gmail.com

Please note:
This issue is a combined holiday issue,

dated May-June ‘16. 
The next issue will appear in July ‘16. 

do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.               - Ranjit Yawu, SJ

Sri Lanka

JCSA has decided to revise the subscription rates of Jivan from June this year.

 Here are the new rates:
 Local non-Jesuit subscribers : Rs.500
 Local Jesuit subscribers  :  Rs.800
 Jesuits in Sri Lanka  :  Rs.1000
 Jesuits in other countries :  Rs.1200

Revised subscRiption Rates of Jivan
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refreshed and reinvigorated. “…Our common home is like a 
sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who 
opens her arms to embrace us” (Laudato Si’ 1). I have learnt to 
love nature and be nurtured by it. 

Respect others: There is a tremendous sense of 
respect and consideration for others here. It is manifested 
in their respect for privacy, sense of cleanliness, punctuality, 
observance of traffic rules, behavior in public places etc.. No 
one intrudes into the privacy of the other. I hardly see anyone 
littering in the streets, coming late for a function, breaking 
the traffic laws, disrespecting the sacredness of a public place. 
I have learnt that if you expect respect you must be the first 
to show it.

Encourage the paths that are right: Three phrases that 
I hear often here are “Alles Gute” (all the best), “Geh weiter” (go 

ahead) and “Versuch mal” (try it). 
I experienced their mesmerizing 
power when I struggled with the 
language at the beginning and got 
stuck with my research. Recently I 
met a group of students who spent 
time with the refugees, planning 
programs for their integration. 
When I asked them what made 
them get involved, they said, “It 
is the cry of our times. We cannot 
close our ears to it.” I have learnt to 
encourage the paths that are right, 
get going and move forward. 

Do not gossip: Whether in print or electronic media I 
have hardly seen anything that is covered in a sensational way. 
It is also true here at our community life. I rarely hear people 
exaggerating or gossiping or speaking ill of others in public.  

Appreciate the dignity of labour: The youth are 
willing to do any kind of work. They believe in the dignity of 
labour, whether intellectual or manual. They do take pride in 
calling themselves a farmer, scavenger, weaver, mason etc.. 
Austrians practice what Martin Luther King Jr said, “No work 
is insignificant. All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity 
and importance.” 

Wish and bless: At the beginning it was quite tedious to 
hear every day from the same people wishing, “Schönen Tag!” 
(a good day!) etc. But later I began to cherish it as I realized 
that I and my days are blessed by their good wishes and I am 
also called to be a blessing to others. 

Accept the differences: Life in an international 
community teaches me to accept others as they are and most 
importantly to accept the differences that they bring along 
with their individual and socio-cultural upbringing. We 
have differences in opinions on a wide range of issues, but 
differences make us stronger and not fragile. It is the incredible 
diversity amongst members of the community that makes it 
such a fascinating place to live. I learnt: be open to others and 
appreciate the differences. 

Be self-disciplined: I look with awe at the disciplined 
life of the senior Jesuits here. They have time for everything, 
for daily prayers and Eucharistic celebrations, serious 
academic research and pastoral 
ministries, leisure moments with the 
community and colleagues. The first 
thing that my supervisor, Prof Georg 
Fischer, SJ, told me was, “discipline 
yourself for a serious academic 
meditation with the Hebrew texts”. 
“The great end of education is to 
discipline rather than to furnish the 
mind…” (Tyron Edwards). 

Be confident: It is amazing 
to see small children following their 
parents in skiing, skating, hiking, or 
cycling in the crowded streets and 
among heavy traffic etc.. One of my companions told me 
that his early training in childhood helped him to overcome 
his limiting beliefs and fears to face life. I learnt: believe in 
yourself and have confidence in all that you do. 

Strive for excellence: There is a “professional touch and 
excellence” in everything they do here, whether it is organizing 
a conference or conducting a musical concert or celebrating 
Mass etc.. I found it is more of an attitude and sincere effort 
than a skill and the desire to be the best and doing one’s best. 
It is often said in our circles that “mediocrity has no place in 
the Ignatian worldview”. 

Love nature: It is a meditative experience to see and 
explore the beauty and wonder of nature here in Austria - 
hills, mountains, valleys, streams…! Individually or in groups 
or with families Austrian people love to go hiking or camping 
on week-ends or making “nature retreats” and coming back 

Lessons for Life Fr. Thomas Karimundackal, SJ (KER), is 
doing his doctoral studies in Scripture at 
the University of Innsbruck, Austria. Before 
coming to Innsbruck for his Ph.D, he taught 
Scripture JDV, Pune. 

By Thomas Karimundackal, SJ

I’ve learned
from Austria

LESSONS



A Green Ignatian Face
to Novitiate Formation

Almost 99% of the formators and formees in Central India come from 
agrarian communities. Real formation is transformation. For an agrarian 
community sun, moon, stars, wind, rain, cold, heat, seasons… are part of their 
life. They resonate with them. So the Ignatian meditations, contemplations 
and reflections must speak the language of that culture, taste and attitudes. In 
my eight years in novitiate formation I tried to create an atmosphere of such 
familiarity and ease. 

Right from the beginning, the novices were introduced to eco-spirituality 
along with Ignatian spirituality. ‘Finding God in all things’, where one is very 
happy and familiar – not an intellectual clarity but a sensual awareness leading 
to mindful reflection and surrendering to the movement in the heart to accept 
the ever-loving presence of God in history and mystery. From the beginning 
of formation we must enjoy prayer by being prayerful at every moment than 
following a set pattern of prayers. So the tangible presence of God in creation 
must become our way of understanding the Divine, and be in union with the 
Divine. 

It was my effort not to seclude the formees, but to make them contemplatives 
in the lap of creation by making them aware of the daily miracles. Taste the 
food you eat. Become aware of the creative and transformative process that 
takes place in the formation of the food we eat. See the miracle of Earth 
becoming bread and Jesus becoming bread. Celebrate the seasonal fruits, 
green vegetables, mushrooms. Be aware of the daily miracle of taste. Water - 
use it with utmost reverence. Water and life are inseparable; so enjoy a shower, 
drink a glass of water, water a plant, and give a glass of water to someone - all 
with a great sense of reverence. Enjoy and cherish the colours of the seasons, 
greenery, flowers,… look at sunrise and sunset, the glory of full moon and the 
cycle it follows. Smell the earth, the first rain, the fragrance. Walk barefoot 
and experience the touch and communication that are direct. Never go to bed 
without listening to the music of the birds, so also learn to listen attentively to 
your companions. 

Formation is not running away from the world, but living and cherishing 
God’s creation and taking care of it. Make prayer simple, life creative and 
responsibility transnational and transgenerational. So the formees were made 
aware of eco-spirituality and the triple reconciliation as part of their Jesuit 
vocation and mission.          - Saju Bastian, SJ
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What we do during our working hours determines what we have; 
what we do in our leisure hours determines what we are.

MOMENTS

- George Eastman
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