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Kissing the cross,

O precious cross,

it blisters the lips

like the hot coal

held to Isaiah.

O holy  cross,

there is a body on it

with a deep wound

the wound dealt by the world

to the hopes of God.

O beautiful God

unrecognizable

who could not let us be

in our blind man’s bluff

our cruel humors

O spent flesh

that took on ours,

O banked fire

beyond extinguishing,

brand me.

Kissing the Cross

garden

By James S. Torrens, SJ 

Courtesy: America
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Hollywood’s biblical epic, Noah, 
(See p.18) is drawing crowds 

to our movie theatres. Its central event, 
as you know, is the flood that destroyed 
everything. Except Noah, the prophet 
who knew what was coming, others 
must have gone about their lives as 
merrily as always, completely oblivious 
to the destruction that was coming. 

Before Karnataka’s Assembly 
elections in May, 2008 I remember asking 
priests and Sisters in Karnataka about 
the opinion polls that predicted that 
the BJP was about to capture power for 
the first time in the southern State. The 
good Catholics whom I quizzed said they 
didn’t bother. Nothing bad will happen 
to Christians in the State and their 
institutions, they were sure. All political 
parties are similar, they felt.

The BJP did come to power and 
did whatever they could to saffronise 
the State. Churches were vandalised,  
nuns and women praying in churches 
were brutally beaten up, text books were 
changed.... Catholics in Karnataka and all 
sensible voters learnt a bitter lesson - but 
after paying a heavy price.

April is here, Modi is roaming the 
country roaring like a lion, the media 
owned by corporates, his sponsors, 
project him as the future Prime Minister 
and most of us go about like those 
people of the prediluvian days. We 
seem completely oblivious to what will 
happen if the floods come - if this country 
is flooded by Modi’s ways of governance 
and the RSS brand of hate politics, as 
witnessed in Gujarat, Karnataka, and 
Muzaffarnagar, U.P. recently. 

Modi’s image-managers project 
him as the development man - as 
someone who is not corrupt - as someone 
who will follow ‘the Gujarat model’  and 
bring prosperity to the entire country. 
Who will tell Indian voters that you 
can’t understand the real Modi, if you 
don’t understand the RSS, its history, its 
beliefs and goals? He is someone who 
has been shaped and moulded by the 
RSS right from his youth - and now it is 
the RSS that wants him as the country’s 
next Prime Minister. And yet no leader, 
no party that claims to be secular seems 
to stress this obvious fact.

Those who think that RSS could 

APRIL 2014
have changed in some way should read 
Stan Swami’s letter (See p. 29). 

Can we prevent the floods? Can we, 
like Noah, build an ark that will protect 
us till the floods are gone? Can the One 
who guided Noah prevent the floods? 
It is possible. But to deserve His help, 
to deserve our safety and freedoms, we 
should do our bit, shouldn’t we? How 
many Jesuits - how many of our priests 
and Religious bother to vote, to make the 
Indian voters aware of what is at stake, to 
motivate them to exercise their franchise 
wisely and responsibly?

April is not merely the month of 
the Indian elections, we have the Holy 
Week in the middle of the month. There is 
something in this April issue of Jivan that 
reminds you of Good Friday. Excerpts 
from the memoirs of the well-known 
Australian Jesuit theologian, Gerald 
O’Collins reveal Dupuis’s Calvary. That 
is one of the things we would expect our 
brother Pope Francis to change - the way 
some of our brightest and most sincere 
theologians are treated. 

He himself recently said in the 
interesting interview he gave to Corriere 
della Sera (See p. 13): “The Cardinals knew 
that they could say what they wanted, 
and they presented different points of 
view, which are always enriching. Open 
and fraternal debate makes theological 
and pastoral thought grow. That doesn’t 
frighten me. What’s more, I look for it.”

O, if only those in the Vatican 
Congregation that deals with theologians 
could say with the Pope, ‘Well, they can 
say what they want, present different 
points of view, which are always 
enriching. Open and fraternal debate 
makes theological thought grow. That 
doesn’t frighten us. We actually look 
for it.’

Hundreds of Indian Jesuits would 
remember Dupuis, their professor, 
with admiration and affection. If what 
happened to him reminds you of Good 
Friday, what will make you glimpse 
the glory of the Easter dawn are the 
two interviews - the Pope’s which I’ve 
referred to and the other one that focusses 
on Pope Francis’s visit to the Holy Land 
in May (See p. 23).

Happy reading and a happy 
Easter!             - M.A.J.A.
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These We Love, 
These We Shall Cherish -
Our Values, our Ways

cover feature
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By Joseph Pulickal, SJ

cover feature

The Church restored the Society in 1814. Soon the ministries of the Society 
were flourishing. In 1829 the Society elected Fr Jan Roothaan, the Superior 
General. He was just 44, and would hold office for 24 years. A year after the 
election, and barely 15 years after the Restoration, he writes to the Society 
asking Jesuits not to be carried away by the growing fame of the Society. 
Instead, he said, let their concern be the inner reality of the Society – her Institute, 
her spirit and values, her way of proceeding. 

Now we are in 2014, the bi-centenary year of the Restoration. Our present 
General, Fr Adolfo Nicholas, recalls Fr Roothaan’s letter and asks us that our 
celebrations on this occasion should focus on those interior things which Fr 
Roothaan highlighted. Jesus’ words to the disciples might come to our minds.
Returning from an eventful mission-experiment, they reported with joy that 
even the demons obeyed them. Jesus said: “Do not rejoice because the spirits 
submitted to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Lk 10: 
20).

What is it to have our names written in heaven, what is the inner reality 
of our Institute, what are the spirit and values of the Society? 

Led by Consolations
Ignatius got the first inkling of the God’s spirit working in him during his 

convalescence in Loyola, 1521-22. Working – he would rather say stirring or moving. 
It was a comfort he felt, a liking, an attraction, a desire, a peace, a nudging, 
and sometimes a discomfort. Ignatius saw that when he flowed with these 

movements he felt good, felt energized. 
There was another set of movements 
too, very pleasant. But he recognized 
that they eventually left him listless. 
From then on a habit of thinking things over 
develops in him - turning his gaze inward 
to get in touch with the movements of 
God’s spirit - he calls them consolations – 
so that he could follow them. He follows, 
and sets out for Jerusalem. 

During the convalescence and all 
through the rest of his life consolations 
came to Ignatius sometimes as a vision, 
sometimes as an image, a word or 
sentence, as an unexpected clarity, 
often as an inner assurance, as tears, 
as glossolalia, sometimes as a turn of 
events or a judgment of the confessor 

or a superior. Not always as quickly as 
he would have liked (his struggle with 
a scruple in Manresa), nor as definitively 
(his prayer for confirmation in the Spiritual 
Diary), nevertheless unfailingly the 
guidance came in any of its forms - and, 
to the very end, always marked by the 

Ignatius would say repeatedly in the Constitutions that the 

authority of the superior is for building up.
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sign of the cross. And a joyful self-
abandonment begins to characterize 
him – he knows he will be led. Jerom 
Nadal has said: With a unique modesty of 
spirit Ignatius endeavored to go where God 
led, not where he wanted. He became a wise 
fool being gently guided to where he did not 
know. 

In the preamble to the Society’s 
Constitutions (134) Ignatius argues: 
written laws are a necessity, we need 
Constitutions. However since it is God 
who has to preserve, direct and carry forward 
the Society …  what helps on our part towards 
this end more than any exterior constitution 
is the interior law of charity and love which 
the Holy Spirit writes and imprints on our 
hearts. 

Throughout the Constitutions, 
practically after every statement 
of norms, Ignatius would add: let 
discerning charity clinch the issue – get 
in touch with the flow of love in the 
heart and follow. 

Francis Borgia, the future General 
of the Society and saint, was still living 
in his castle in 1548, and was doing 
severe penances to the extent of 
causing bleeding. Writing to him on 
28 Sept, Ignatius tells him that instead 
of drawing blood he should seek more 
immediately the Lord of all, or what comes 
to the same thing, his most holy gifts such as 
tears… increase in faith, hope and charity, 
joy and spiritual repose, intense consolation, 
elevation of mind, divine impressions and 
illuminations… Without these all our thoughts, 
words and actions are of themselves tainted, 
cold, disordered.

Devotion  is a word Ignatius uses 
repeatedly in the Constitutions to 
teach that learned as our ministries 
will be, they should also be full of the 
unction of the Holy Spirit (250, 277, 
182, 289).

In an article titled Ignatius of 
Loyola Speaks to a Modern Scholastic, Karl 
Rahner says that the heart of Ignatius’ 
spiritual teaching is that we humans 
can directly experience God - who is of 

course light dwelling in darkness - and 
that when that happens we will know 
it; if in the name of Ignatian spirituality 
all that we do is to cram people’s heads 
with clever theologies, or make them 
just docile members of the Church, 

then we are betraying him and letting 
down the people. That is a reassuring 
clarification: in the Ignatian patrimony 
we have resources for not just knowing 
much, but relishing realities interiorly (SE 
2), not for more God-talk, but for God-
experience. 

The Jesuits Ignatius dreamt of are 
not grim doers of the will of God, nor 
mere propagandists but lovers, formed 
finally in the school of the heart, who hear, 

see, touch and feel the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit in their thousand names 
and forms in oneself and in everyone, in 
everything and in all happenings, and 
are filled with gratitude (Contemplation 
to Attain Love) and who, wanting to 
pass on that experience, go out to the 
frontlines and crossroads of history.

A World God So Loves.
In the aftermath of his conversion, 

and in the light of what he read in the 
Life of Christ and The Golden Legend, 
Ignatius conceived a hatred for himself 
(Autobiography 12), for his sinful past. 
And he wanted to give himself over to 
asceticism. But God, ‘the School Master’ 
of Manresa, had other ideas. Ignatius 
saw that the spiritual conversations he 
was holding bore much fruit, and that 
many persons were coming forward 
to help his catechetical efforts. Two 
related insights developed: what God 
wants of him is not to do penance, 
but to do good to souls; for that he must 
take care of his body sufficiently – 
even cut his hair and trim his nails!  
Later experiences strengthened these 
insights. And quickly the world-
affirming Judeo-Christian spirituality 
was re-appropriated by him with a 
path-breaking freshness. In December 
1524 he wrote to his friend-benefactor, 
Ines Pascual: “So far is our Lord from 
bidding you do anything that is 
fatiguing or dangerous to health that 
he would rather have you rejoice in him 
and allow the body all that is needful. Let all 
your thoughts, words and actions be in 
him, and direct to this end whatever 
care you have to give to your person.”

This discovery of the human 
body-spirit unity led Ignatius into a 
concentrically integrated and happy view 
of life: All creatures are for us and 
we must love them (C. 288) and use 
them, but tantum quantum [Principle and 
Foundation]; prayer is absolute - so is 
work; God is the omnipotent doer, but 
we, instruments in his hands, need to 
be efficient and pliable; true and solid 

If reverence was 

Ignatius’ clothing 

before God, deep 

respect was his 

norm for every 

relationship within 

the Society.
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virtues are foundational for the well-
being of the Society - well-grounded 
and solid learning and effective methods of 
communication are also crucial [C. 813-
814]. 

J e s u i t s  w h o  i m b i b e d  t h i s 
spirituality went places and engaged 
peoples and cultures and languages 
and religions and various branches of 
knowledge with abandon - and what 
a “cloud of great witnesses surrounds 
us” – our ancestors. 

He Will Meet You in Galilee
Ignatius unambiguously taught 

that prayer should be the first tool of 
every Jesuit. The first and most important 
means for the preservation and wellbeing of 
the Society will be prayers and Masses (C. 
812). The Superior General should live in 
close familiarity with God  so that he may 
obtain for the Society a large measure of 
God’s gifts and graces and great power 
and effectiveness in all ministries (723, 
790). The first function of the rector 
of a college will be to sustain the whole 
institution by his prayer and holy desires 
(424). The Scholastics should frequently 
beg in prayer for grace to make progress 
in learning (360). 

And yet Ignatius held prayer 
on a tight leash.  Well-known is the 
incident in which he corrected an 
observation by one of the companions 
that a certain Jesuit who had recently 
expired was a man of prayer. Rather, said 
Ignatius, a man of mortification. For him 
mortification in the sense of freedom from 
self was the measure of true spirituality. 
Well-known also is the incident in 
which Ignatius severely scolded Nadal 
for allowing the Spanish Province to 
have an hour more for prayer. In a letter 
written in July 1549 at the Instruction 
of Ignatius, secretary Polanco cautioned 
Francis Borgia, the Provincial of Spain, 
that the fantastic prophetic gifts his 
subject Fr Onfroy was claiming were 
probably the gifts of his prolonged and 
irregular prayer and mental exercises joined 
with corporal mortification. 

The Ignatian insight developed 
further. ‘Ora et Labora’, was the rhythm 
of monastic life: pray and work. 
Contemplate, and then pass on the 
fruits to others. Ignatius does away 
with that formula. He teaches that 

when our intention is pure, when we have 
the faith of the Formula of the Institute 
7, when we are being nourished by 
the silence of the Spiritual Exercises 
and the mortification of the sense of 
Constitutions 250, then we will be met 
by God everywhere and in everything, 
working like our servant (Contemplation 
to Attain Love),  giving us courage, 
strength, consolation, tears, inspirations, 
and peace… making all easy, removing all 

obstacles (SE 315), even favoring us with 
consolations without previous cause. Thus 
in consolation continually, we will 
be energized continually.  We will be 
men and women in action - and men and 
women of God.

The Church – the Knights 
Errant’s Lady Love. 

Ignatius lived with the same evils 
in the Church as did Martin Luther 
who was his senior contemporary. 
When he was in Barcelona on his way 
to Rome a woman asked him: “Going 
to Rome? Has that done any good to 
anyone ever?” Like Jonah embarking 
for Tarshish to escape preaching in 
Nineveh, Ignatius and companion 
would have gladly gone to serve 
Jesus in Jerusalem, in spite of the 
Pope reminding them that there were 
Jerusalems in Europe. But then the turn 
of events brought them to Rome itself, 
and to religious life which had held no 
great fascination for them. There at the 
gates of the City, at La Storta, Ignatius 
is given the message that it is for a hard-
nosed realistic service under the Vicar of 
Christ in Rome, and all over the world, that 
God wants the friends in the Lord. They 
responded yes, kneeling at the feet of a 
none-too edifying Pope Paul III. Peter 
Faber says it was a holocaust.

In 1545, when he was governing 
the Society, Ignatius wrote some 
extraordinary words to the king of 
Portugal: in Alcala he was imprisoned 
for forty-two days; in Salamanca he 
was not only imprisoned but also kept 
in chains for twenty-two days; in all, 
he has been investigated by Church 
officials eight times, though never 
punished or condemned; and yet he 
could say: “The fact is that not for all 
the power and wealth under heaven 
could I wish not to have gone through 
this experience. It is my desire to 
have as much and even more to suffer in 
future for the greater glory of his divine 
majesty.” Here is a Superior General of 
the Society who would be happy to be 

Luther had chosen 

to revolt and defy. 

But Ignatius was 

taught the art 

of staying in and 

loving an all too 

human Church and 

working in it - with 

great effect.
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imprisoned and tried by the Church – 
for the glory of His divine name! Well, 
the ways of God – a successor of his 
200 years later would be imprisoned 
by the Church, and die in the desolate 
cell after two years - Lorenzo Ricci - at 
the Suppression of the Society. 

Ignatius himself had his desire 
fulfilled – almost! In 1554 Cardinal 
John Carafa who, earlier in Venice, was 
miffed by Ignatius’ unsolicited advice 
on the way the Cardinal should run 

his Theatine congregation, and later in 
Rome by his firm no to the Cardinal’s 
proposal that the Theatines and the 
Society merge, was elected Pope Paul 
IV. At that news, said Ignatius, all 
his bones shook. Not much later the 
new Pope sent his police to raid the 
residence of Ignatius, whom he had 
nicknamed the Biscayan General, to 
check if he hadn’t hoarded arms for 
the Emperor who was then fighting 
the Pope. Ignatius was not miffed! On 
30 July 1556, sensing his days on earth 
were over, the last thing he wanted was 
a blessing from the same Pope.

Luther had chosen to revolt and 
defy. But Ignatius was taught the art 

of staying in and loving an all too 
human Church and working in it - with 
great effect. He articulated the sutra of 
that art this way: in Christ our Lord, the 
bridegroom, and in his spouse, the Church, one 
same Spirit holds sway (SE 365). It is the 
warmth of this history and this faith 
that binds us to the Vicar of Christ in 
great respect in everything, and absolute 
obedience in mission calls.

A Pathway to God 
The great yearning of Hindu 

religious seekers has been to be free 
from the me-and-mine mind. We know 
that our mind takes us on the calamitous 
trajectory of possessions > power > pride, so 
well outlined in the meditation on The 
Two Standards. The Spiritual Exercises, 
and the Society, with obedience as 
its leitmotif and the whole world as 
its home, are designed to free us from 
that mind. The Spiritual Exercises is 
the “way of preparing the soul to rid 
itself of all inordinate attachments and, after 
their removal, of seeking and finding the 
will of God…”(1). “Everyone must keep 
in mind that in all spiritual matters 
“the more one divests oneself of self-love, 
self-will and self-interests the more spiritual 

progress one will make .” (189). Continually 
walking out of the me-and-mine mind, 
making Jesus our love, we walk into 
the lives of peoples, especially of those 
who need most, and to the ends of the 
earth, knowing that we can better perfect 
and save our souls by helping other souls, our 
neighbors (C. 52).

Travel  is  a metaphor in the 
Constitutions for this new life. “It is 
indeed our vocation to travel about the 
world.” (C. 305). “To travel throughout 

the world, and when they could not 
find the desired fruit in one region to 
pass on to another and to another ever 
intent on seeking the greater glory of 
God our Lord and the greater aid of 
souls” (605). 

And, pilgrimage is a paradigm 
the early Jesuits instinctively took to. 
Ignatius called himself a pilgrim, to the 
end of his life. Xavier wrote: “We must 
wander about ceaselessly; we must be 
in this life like pilgrims.” Peter Faber 
travelled some 14,000 miles during his 
seven years’ ministry. Every departure 
pained him. But five months before 
his death in 1546 he wrote to Ignatius: 
“For my part I should be glad never to 

Ignatius taught that prayer was the first tool of a Jesuit and 

mortification in the sense of freedom from self was the measure 

of true spirituality. 
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Jesuit house for imprisonment of the 
offending members. Unlike in many 
other orders, the Constitutions, apart 
from the four vows and any order of a 
superior in virtue of obedience, does 
not bind us under sin, so that “the 
fear of sin should give place to the 
love and desire of all perfection and 
of contributing to the greater glory 
and praise of Christ our Creator and 
Lord “ [602]. And, the superiors of the 
Society ought to be persons who, like 

the founder himself, “would be glad to 
know, were it possible, how many fleas 
bit their subjects each night.” 

Francis Xavier said: “Society 
of Jesus, O Society of Love.” Ferroli, 
in Jesuits in Malabar, quotes from a 
letter one Pietro Lichetta wrote from 
Mysore in 1780,  seven years after the 
Suppression of the Society: “O Society 
of Jesus, nobody knows thee, except 
those who have lost thee.” 

We who have regained her know 
her - should know her and her worth 
and value. 

cover feature

be settled in a place but would rather set out 
on a life-long pilgrimage.” Nadal wrote 
felicitously: The ultimate and even 
the most preferable of the Society’s 
dwellings are not the professed houses 
but the high ways.” Peter Canisius, on 
the authority of Ignatius, tells Jesuits 
that they should have one foot ever 
raised… ever shod and ready to go and 
spread the Gospel of peace.” It is this 
spirit that Fr Kolvenbach, our previous 
General, tried to evoke when he said 
that the Society’s vocation is Pauline rather 
than Petrine – ever on the move and 
ever incarnating the Gospel in new 
situations and new times.

Nor is  our  traveling  merely 
geographical. It is a constant striving for 
excelsior, the magis: the more effective, 
the more relevant, the more solid, the 
more enduring, the more inclusive, 
the more universal [Con. VII.2]. No 
full-stops for us, geographically, 
psychologically or spiritually.

The Company
At the beginning of the Spiritual 

Exercises Ignatius makes a great 
statement. In case either the one 
who makes the Exercises or the one 
who gives it has a doubt about the 
doctrinal soundness of a statement 
the other made, one should search out 
every appropriate means through which, 
by understanding the statement in a good 
way, it may be saved. The one who gives 
the Exercises should not pry into the 
other’s personal thoughts or sins. When 
the one making the Exercises is in the 
election mode, the trustful guide should 
just stand by like the pointer of a scale in 
equilibrium, allowing God to embrace the 
person in love and praise for the vocation 
for which he has intended him or her 
(15). If reverence was Ignatius’ clothing 
before God, deep respect was his norm for 
every relationship within the Society  - 
between Jesuits and all others in their 
ministries. 

In the 1539 ‘deliberations’ Ignatius 
and the first companions came to the 

conclusion, that although they were 
friends in the Lord, and although 
they had no leader other than Jesus, 
nevertheless, for the sake of preserving 
their friendship they needed to entrust 
one of them with religious authority 
over all of them. Ignatius would say 
repeatedly in the Constitutions that 
this authority is for building up. The 
great ideals he was proposing in the 
Constitutions had to be practiced 
by individuals according to the measure 

of grace imparted to them. The great 
enterprises the Society undertakes 
[728] in the service of God should be 
scaled up or down according to the 
competences and limitations of the 
Jesuits involved (C. VII. 2). The all-
important  manifestation of conscience is 
not a surveillance system but a tool 
of compassionate efficiency: “that 
thus, knowing the subjects fully, the 
superior may direct them better, without 
placing them beyond the measure of 
their capacity in dangers of labors 
greater than they could in our Lord 
endure with a spirit of love” [92]. 

Unlike in the religious orders of 
his day Ignatius makes no room in the 

The discovery of the human body-spirit 

unity led Ignatius into a concentrically 

integrated and happy view of life. 

Fr Joseph Pulickal, SJ (KER), teaches at 
Vidyaniketan, Trivandrum. He can be contacted 
at joepulisj@gmail.com
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from the heart

Aimlessly I crawled
On my legs of passion

Filling my senses,
I gorged much greens,
Slept the eternal sleep

Dreaming the butterfly in me
I mused …

‘Am I just a caterpillar?’

I awoke
From my multi colored dreams

A butterfly !

Proudly I flew
Flower to flower

Enjoying my pride
Sucked nectar, flaunted colors
Wings weathered, hues faded

Danced the butterfly its final dance 
Dying I asked,

‘Am I just a butterfly?’

I awoke
From my dancing trance

I was me !

Determined I walked
To fulfill my destiny
To reach my goals

 Any length I would go
Till lonely to the bones I came

At last to heart’s door
Holding my breath I entered

To find only me

I awoke 
Myself and me alone

All alone

Now in anguish I cried
Its echo was the only answer

That filled the void

There was only emptiness
A lonesome shriek pierced,

The stillness as a man hung, gasping 
“I thirst”

In his arms I found the real me,
I awoke

From death to life.

In His arms
By Kinley Tshering, SJ
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jivan awards

Here are the results of the 
Jivan Creative Writing 

Contest - 2013. The contest elicited 
short stories from 30 young writers, 
from all the different regions in India. 

Jivan thanks all the Rectors and 
Principals of our Formation Houses, and 
Colleges who helped by encouraging 
their wards to participate. 

The short stories had to be set 
in today’s India, highlighting people, 
events or trends that offer us hope for 
the future of India. 

One of the two-member Jury this 
year was Dr S. Papu Benjamin Elango. 
He is presently the HoD of the  P.G. & 
Research Department of English, St 
Joseph’s College, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil 
Nadu, India. A creative writer, translator, 
public speaker, soft skills trainer and a 
scholar of Comparative Literature, Prof 
Elango is also the author of three books. 
The other member of the jury, Prof R. 
Qurshid Begum,  works as Assistant 
Professor of English at St Joseph’s 
College, Trichy, since 2004. She is doing 

her Doctoral Research in Postmodern 
African American Drama. 

The first prize of Rs 5,000 goes 
to Sch Joyson D’Souza (GOA), who 
is pursuing his Juniorate at Xavier 
Training College, Belgaum. His story 
appears on p. 19. 

The second prize (Rs 2,000) 
goes to Mrs Flory Pereira, an English 
Literature graduate from Mumbai 
University. Having worked for Rallis 
India Ltd., a Tata concern, she now lives 
in  Nashik with her family. 

Sch Sebastin Thangadurai  
(MDU) wins the third prize (Rs 1,000). 
He is currently a third year student of 
theology at Vidya Jyoti, Delhi. Earlier 
he studied English literature at Loyola 
College, Chennai.Other stories judged 
‘meritorious’ will be published in Jivan.

We recall with gratitude what 
makes these awards possible every year 
- the thoughtful grant made by the 
Mascarenhas brothers - Fio and Frazer, 
SJ - in memory of their dear parents, 
Francis and Flora Mascarenhas.

- Editor

The awards go to...
Jivan awards for Creative Writing - 2013
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CARTOON CORNER

“It’s a new app for people who 
can’t get home for the holidays. 
It criticizes your lifestyle, 
disapproves of your significant 
other, and bursts into tears
when you talk back to it.”

Dr Papu B. Elango

Prof Qurshid Begum

Joyson D’Souza, SJ

Flory Pereira

S. Thangadurai, SJ
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between us



Sch Watan Tirkey, SJ, (BOM) a regent, works among street children 
and orphans.

By Watan Tirkey, SJ

Who said our policemen 
are heartless?

Recently I went along with a youth to Allahabad 
in Uttar Pradesh to trace his home and find his 
family. I stayed for 3 days at the Lalgopalganj 

Police Chawki.  Believe it or not, the police men of Lalgopalganj 
were very kind and helpful. I explained that the boy had run 
away from home about 14 years ago and now we were there 
to find his family. But the first thing the police constable told me 
was to relax, have a bath and take good rest. I was surprised, 
as he had  sensed I was very tired and sleepy. I didn’t ask for 
anything, but he provided me with all that I needed -  a secure 
place to stay and  free meals from their mess. 

As I spoke to them about the youth, now 20 years old, 
who had run away from home at the age of 6, I could sense 
the father in them being moved. With sympathy they heard 
the boy speak of his family. Then they began to contact their 
counterparts in the neighboring towns and and villages. They 
told the auto rickshaw drivers and bus conductors not to charge 
anything from us. They would tell them, pointing to me: “See he 
is doing such a selfless service despite difficulties. You work 
only for money, so why can’t you at least help him in this small 
way?” I felt that the Town Inspector was a man of values and 
principles and the people had  a great respect for him 
and so were willing to help us. They did not 
charge a single rupee from us to go from 
one place to another till we finally found 
the youth’s family. 

On another occasion during my 
home-tracing visits to Jharkhand, the 
case was quite complicated. Early in the 
morning we knocked at the door of the boy’s 
home, when a voice came from inside asking who 
we were. When I explained,  they said they would not take him 
back. They did not even allow us to enter the house, because 
his people were not ready to accept the boy, because of his 
past misconduct.  They said he would steal, take street drugs 
and run away from home and so they did not want him back. 

I was quite disappointed, but in my heart there was a 
hope which gave me strength to move ahead on that mission. 
That day, I went to many places trying to place the child in  safe 
hands. I approached the CWC (Child Welfare Committee), but 
they said that the observation home there was only for children 
caught in criminal cases.  So that door also was shut for me. 
Finally I went to the police station and met the policeman 
there. Not knowing what to do, he suggested I could meet the 
Superintendent of Police (SP). I met the SP around 8 pm and 
explained to him the situation. 

The SP sent his jeep to summon the boy’s relatives to 
the police station. The  relatives who came told him they were 
scared of what would happen to them,  if the boy would again 
steal or use drugs. The SP warned the boy not to engage in 
such activities and assured the relatives not to worry about 
him, as he would look into this matter personally. A local 
political leader offered to employ the boy and to monitor him 
closely. The boy as well as his relatives were happy with this 
arrangement. I felt a great relief and thanked God.

The SP was quite fascinated by all that I told him about 
the boy and our institute, Snehasadan. He asked me how 
much money I got as salary for this work.  I looked around 
and everyone was  curious. I told them laughingly, “Sir, I 
don’t get any salary.”  The SP was surprised how a young, 
educated man like me could do this kind of social work and 
that too without any salary.  Then I had to tell him that I was 
training to become a Catholic priest. On hearing this, he stood 
up from his chair and congratulated and appreciated me for 
committing my life to service.  The SP treated me with tea and 

snacks and asked his constables to reach me to 
the rickshaw stand. 

I once had to go to Jabalpur, in search of 
the family of two brothers, aged 8 and 9 years, 
who had run away to escape from their father, 

an alcoholic who used to beat them up quite 
regularly. The parents had registered a 
complaint at the local police station but all 
their efforts to trace the two children were 

in vain and so they had given up hope of  
finding them. These two brothers who were at our 

Snehasadan gave me an address, which was anything but 
clear. However, I went on asking for the place and if anyone 
recognized the children in the family photograph that I had. 
Many people came forward to help me in my search and 
then someone suggested I go to the house of a policeman. 
He treated me with respect. He said he knew the children 
because the mother had filed a missing complaint about them. 
He found the phone number of the mother and when I told her 
I have brought back her two children, she was thrilled! The 
boys were relieved to know that their cruel, alcoholic father 
had passed away. Their widowed mother was happy that her 
two sons had come back. 

The Town Inspector told me, “Son, we will try our best to 
help you, as you are doing such a noble task. We are always 
ready to help people, but often they do not help us.” I could 
sense his  pain as he said that beneath their khakhi uniforms 
they had a  heart.  

How often in our movies and stories we see or hear of  
negative stereotyped views about our policemen. - that they 
are all corrupt, cruel and heartless. I see them quite differently 
because of such experiences. 
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“Pope is a man 
who laughs, cries, 
has friends like 
everyone else...”

- Francis reflects on 
his one year as Pope

“To paint the Pope as if he is a sort of 
Superman, a sort of star, I find offensive. The 
Pope is a man who laughs, cries, sleeps peacefully 
and has friends like everyone else. He is a normal 
person,” says Pope Francis.

Here is  Zenit’s English translation 
of Pope Francis’ interview with 
Ferruccio de Bortoli that appeared on 5 
March ‘14 in Corriere della Sera. The text 
has been published by kind permission of the 
newspaper’s director. Pope Francis talks about 
his revolutionary first year as the Head of the 
Church.

One year has gone by since 
that simple “good evening” 
that moved the world. The 

lapse of 12 very intense months is not 
able to contain the great mass of Francis’ 
novelties and profound signs of pastoral 
innovation. We are in a small room 
in Saint Martha’s. The only window 
looks out onto a courtyard that opens 
a miniscule angle of blue sky. The Pope 
appears suddenly through a door, with 
a relaxed and smiling face. He is amused 
by the various recording devices that the 
senile anxiety of the journalist has placed 
on the table. “Do they all work? Yes? 

Thank goodness.” The assessment of this 
year? No, he doesn’t like assessments. “I 
only do an assessment every 15 days, with 
my confessor.”

Holy Father, every now and then 
you call on the telephone those who 
ask you for help. And sometimes, do 
they not believe it’s you?

Yes, it’s happened to me. When 
someone calls it’s because he wants to 
talk, has a question to ask, advice to 
request. When I was a priest in Buenos 
Aires it was easier. And I have kept that 
custom. It’s a service, it is expressed like 
that. But it’s true that now it’s not so 
easy to do, given the number of people 
who write to me.

Do you remember any one 
of those contacts with particular 
affection?

An 80-year-old widow who had 
lost her son wrote to me. And now I give 
her a call once a month. She is delighted. 
I do the duty of a priest. I like it.

In regard to your relations with 
your predecessor, Benedict XVI, have 
you ever asked him for advice?

Yes, the Pope Emeritus isn’t a 
museum statue. It’s an institution we’re 
not used to. Sixty or seventy years ago, 
the figure of the Bishop Emeritus didn’t 
exist. That came after Vatican II and 
now it’s an institution. The same has 
to happen with the Pope Emeritus. 
Benedict is the first and perhaps there 
will be others. We don’t know that. He 
is discreet, humble, he doesn’t want to 
bother. We spoke about it and together 
we came to the conclusion that it would 
be better if he saw people, that he 
come out and participate in the life of 
the Church. Once he came here on the 
occasion of the blessing of the statue of St 
Michael the Archangel, then for a lunch 
in St Martha’s and, after Christmas, I 
returned the invitation to participate 
in the Consistory and he accepted. His 
wisdom is a gift of God. Some would 
have liked him to retire to a Benedictine 
Abbey far from the Vatican. And then I 
thought of grandparents, who with their 
wisdom and advice, give strength to the 
family and do not deserve to end up in a 
retirement home.

We think that your way of 
governing the Church is like this: you 
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listen to everyone and then you decide 
alone – somewhat like the Fr General 
of the Jesuits. Is the Pope a man who 
is alone?

Yes and no, but I understand 
what you wish to say to me. The Pope 
is not alone in his work, because he is 
supported by the advice of many. And 
he would be a man who is alone, if he 
decided not to listen to anyone or to 
pretend that he listened. However, there 
is a moment when one must decide, 
when one must sign, when he remains 
alone with his sense of responsibility.

You have innovated, criticized 
some attitudes of the clergy. You have 
revolutionized the Curia, with some 
resistance and opposition. Has the 
Church already changed as you wished 
a year ago?

Last March I had no plan to change 
the Church. I was not expecting, let’s 
put it this way, this transfer of diocese. 
I began to govern, trying to put into 
practice everything that had emerged 
in the debate among the Cardinals of 
the different Congregations. And in my 
actions I hope to count on the Lord’s 
inspiration. I’ll give you an example: 
there has been talk of the spiritual life of 
people who work in the Curia, and then 
they started to make spiritual retreats. 
More importance should be given to 
annual Spiritual Exercises. All have a 
right to spend five days in silence and 
meditation, whereas before in the Curia 
they listened to three homilies a day and 
then some continued working.

Are tenderness and mercy the 
essence of your pastoral message?

And of the Gospel. They are the 
heart of the Gospel. Otherwise, one 
doesn’t understand Jesus Christ, or the 
tenderness of the Father who sends Him 
to listen to us, to cure us, to save us.

But was this message understood? 
You said that the “Francis mania” 
wouldn’t last long. Is there something 
of your public image that you don’t 
like?

I like to be among the people, 
with those who suffer, and to go to 
the parishes. I don’t like ideological 
interpretations, a certain mythology 
of Pope Francis. When it is said, for 
instance, that I go out from the Vatican 
at night to feed beggars on Via Ottaviano 

– I would never even think of it. Sigmund 
Freud said, if I’m not mistaken, that in 
all idealization there is an aggression. 
To paint the Pope as if he is a sort of 
Superman, a sort of star, I find offensive. 
The Pope is a man who laughs, cries, 
sleeps peacefully and has friends like 
everyone else. He is a normal person.

Do you have nostalgia for your 
Argentina?

The truth is that I have no nostalgia. 
I would go to visit my sister, who is sick, 
the last of five of us. I’d love to see her, but 
this does not justify a trip to Argentina: 
to call by phone, that is enough. I do not 
think I’ll go before 2016, because I have 
already been to Latin America, to Rio. 

Now I have to go to the Holy Land, to 
Asia, and then to Africa.

Were you annoyed that they 
accused you of being Marxist, 
especially in the United States, after the 
publication of ‘Evangelii Gaudium’?

Not at all. I never shared the 
Marxist ideology because it’s false, but I 
knew many good persons who professed 
Marxism.

The scandals that perturbed 
the life of the Church fortunately are 
now in the past. On the delicate topic 
of the abuse of minors, philosophers 
Besancon and Scruton among others, 
asked you to raise your voice against 
fanaticism and the bad faith of the 
secularized world that doesn’t respect 
childhood much.

I wish to say two things. The 
cases of abuse are terrible because they 
leave very profound wounds. Benedict 
XVI was very courageous and opened 
the way. And, following that way, the 
Church advanced a lot, perhaps more 
than anyone. The statistics on the 
phenomenon of violence against children 
are shocking, but they also show clearly 
that the great majority of the abuses 
come from the family environment 
and from people who are close. The 
Catholic Church is perhaps the only 
public institution that moved with 
transparency and responsibility. No one 
else did as much. And yet, the Church is 
the only one being attacked.

You say that “the poor evangelize 
us.” The attention given to poverty, 
the strongest mark of your message, is 
taken by some observers as a profession 
of pauperism. The Gospel doesn’t 
condemn wealth. And Zacchaeus was 
rich and charitable.

The Gospel condemns the worship 
of wealth. Pauperism is one of the critical 
interpretations. In the Medieval Age 
there were many pauperist currents. St. 
Francis of Assisi had the genius of placing 
the subject of poverty in the evangelical 
journey. Jesus says that one cannot 
serve two masters, God and money. 
And when we are judged at the end of 
time (Matthew, 25), we will be asked 
about our closeness to poverty. Poverty 

“The Virgin is 

more important 

than any of the 

Apostles -

any Bishop.”
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removes us from idolatry and opens the 
doors to Providence. Zacchaeus gives 
half of his wealth to the poor. And those 
whose barns are full of their own egoism, 
the Lord, at the end, will call to account. 
I think I expressed well my thought on 
poverty in Evangelii Gaudium. 

You identify some of the evils that 
humanity suffers with globalization, 
especially in the financial sector. 
However, globalization brought 
millions of people out of poverty. It 
brought hope, a rare sentiment that 
must not be confused with optimism.

It’s true, globalization saved many 
people from misery, but it condemned 
many others to die of hunger, because 
with this economic system it becomes 
selective. The globalization that the 
Church thinks of does not look like a 
sphere in which every point is equidistant 
from the center and in which, therefore, 
the particularity of peoples is lost. It is, 
rather, a polyhedron, with its different 
facets, in which each nation keeps its 
own culture, language, religion, identity. 
The present “spherical” economic 
globalization, especially the financial, 
produces one thought, a weak thought. 
And the human person is no longer at its 
center but only money.

The subject of the family is 
central for the activity of the Council 
of Eight Cardinals. Since John Paul II’s 
Exhortation “Familiaris Consortio”, 
many things have changed. Great 
novelties are expected. And you 
said that divorced persons must not 
be condemned – that they must be 
helped.

It is a long path that the Church 
must complete, a process that the Lord 
wants. Three months after my election, I 
was submitted the topics for the Synod, 
and we decided to discuss what Jesus’ 
contribution is to contemporary man. 
However, at the end – which for me is 
a sign of the will of God -- we decided 
to discuss the family, which is going 
through a very serious crisis. It’s difficult 
to form a family. Young people no longer 
get married. There are many separated 
families, whose common life plan failed. 

The children suffer a lot. And we have 
to give an answer. However, we have to 
reflect a lot on this, and in depth. This is 
what the Consistory and the Synod are 
doing. We must avoid staying on the 
surface of the topic. The temptation to 
resolve each problem with casuistry is 
an error, a simplification of profound 
things. It’s what the Pharisees did: a very 
superficial theology. And it is in the light 
of this profound reflection that particular 
situations - like that of the divorced - will 
be able to be addressed seriously. 

Why did Cardinal Walter 
Kasper’s report in the last Consistory 
(an abyss between the doctrine on 
marriage and the family and the real 
life of many Christians) generate so 
much division among the Cardinals? 
Do you think that the Church will be 
able to go through these two years of 
difficult journey to come to a broad 
and serene consensus?

Cardinal Kasper made a beautiful 
and profound presentation, which will 
soon be published in German, in which 
he addresses five points, the fifth of 
which is that of second marriages. I 
would have been more worried if there 
hadn’t been an intense discussion in the 
Consistory, because it would have been 
useless. The Cardinals knew that they 
could say what they wanted, and they 
presented different points of view, which 
are always enriching. Open and fraternal 
debate makes theological and pastoral 
thought grow. That doesn’t frighten me. 
What’s more, I look for it.

In the recent past, it was 
customary to refer to “non-negotiable 

values,” especially on questions of 
bioethics and sexual morality. You 
haven’t used that formula. Is that 
choice a sign of a less prescriptive 
style, more respectful of individual 
conscience?

I never understood the expression 
“non-negotiable values.” Values are 
values and that’s that. I can’t say which 
of the fingers of the hand is more useful 
than the rest, so I don’t understand in 
what sense there could be negotiable 
values. What I had to say on the topic 

of life I have put in writing in Evangelii 
Gaudium.

Many countries have regulated 
civil unions. Is it a path that the 
Church can understand? But up to 
what point?

Marriage is between one man and 
one woman. The secular States want to 
justify civil unions to regulate different 
situations of coexistence, spurred by 
the need to regulate economic aspects 
between persons as, for instance, to 
ensure healthcare. Each case must be 
looked at and evaluated in its diversity.

How will the role of women be 
promoted within the Church?

Casuistry doesn’t help in this case 
either. It’s true that women can and must 
be more present in decision-making 
posts of the Church. But I would call 
this a promotion of a functional type. 
And with that alone, one doesn’t advance 
much. Rather, we must think that the 
Church has the feminine article, “la”: it is 
feminine by origin. Theologian Urs von 
Balthasar worked a lot on this topic: the 

“Open and fraternal 
debate makes 
theological and 
pastoral thought 
grow. That doesn’t 
frighten me.
I look for it.”
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Marian principle guides the Church by 
the hand of the Petrine principle. The 
Virgin is more important than any Bishop 
and any of the Apostles. The theological 
reflection is already underway. Cardinal 
[Stanislaw] Rylko [president of the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity], together 
with the Council of the Laity, is working 
in this direction with many expert 
women.

Half a century after Paul VI’s 
encyclical “Humanae Vitae,” can the 
Church take up again the topic of birth 
control? Your confrere, Cardinal [Carlo 
Maria] Martini [the late Archbishop of 
Milan] believed it was now time.

It all depends on how the text of 
Humanae Vitae is interpreted. Paul VI 
himself, towards the end, recommended 
to confessors much mercy and attention 
to concrete situations. But his genius 
was prophetic, as he had the courage 
to go against the majority, to defend 
moral discipline, to apply a cultural 
brake, to oppose present and future 
neo-Malthusianism. The object is not 
to change the doctrine, but it is a matter 
of going into the issue in depth and to 
ensure that the pastoral ministry takes 
into account the situations of each 
person and what that person can do. 
This will also be discussed on the path 
to the Synod.

Science evolves and redraws 
the ends of life. Does it make sense to 
prolong life in a vegetative state?

I’m not a specialist on bioethical 
arguments, and I’m afraid of being 
mistaken in my words. The Church’s 
traditional doctrine states that no 
one is obliged to use extraordinary 
methods when someone is in his terminal 
phase. Pastorally, in these cases I have 
always advised palliative care. On more 
specific cases, should it be necessary, 
it’s appropriate to seek the advice of 

specialists.

Will your trip to the Holy 
Land lead to an agreement of 
intercommunion with the Orthodox 
that Paul VI, fifty years ago, almost 
signed with Patriarch Athenagoras?

We are all impatient about 
achieving “sealed” results. But the path 
of unity with the Orthodox means above 
all walking and working together. In 
Buenos Aires, several Orthodox came 
to the catechetical courses. I usually 
spent Christmas and 6 January together 
with their bishops, who sometimes even 
asked the advice of our diocesan offices. 
I do not know if the story is true that 
Athenagoras told Pope Paul VI that he 
proposed that they walk together and 
send all the theologians to an island to 
discuss among themselves. It’s a joke, but 
it is important that we walk together. 
Orthodox theology is very rich. And I 
believe that they have, at this time, great 
theologians. Their vision of the Church 
and collegiality is marvelous.

In a few years the greatest world 
power will be China with which the 
Vatican has no relations. Matteo Ricci 
was a Jesuit like you.

We are close to China. I sent a 
letter to President Xi Jinping when he 
was elected, three days after me. And he 
answered me. The relationships are there. 
They are a great people whom I love.

Why, Holy Father, do you never 
speak about Europe? What is it about 
the European project that does not 
convince you?

Do you remember the day when I 
spoke of Asia? What did I say? (Here the 
interviewer ventures to give some explanation, 
collecting vague memories only to realize that he 
had fallen for a nice trick). I have not spoken 
about Asia, or Africa, or Europe. I’ve 
spoken only about Latin America when 
I was in Brazil, and when I had to receive 
the Commission for Latin America. There 
hasn’t yet been a chance to talk about 
Europe. It will come.

What book are you reading these 
days?

Peter and Magdalene by Damiano 
Marzotto on the feminine dimension of 
the Church. A beautiful book.

And you’re not able to see any 
good films, another of your passions? 
“La Grande Bellezza” won an Oscar. 
Will you see it?

I don’t know. The last movie I 
saw was Benigni’s Life is Beautiful. And 
before I had seen Fellini’s La Strada. A 
masterpiece. I also liked Wajda...

St Francis had a carefree youth. I 
ask you: have you ever been in love?

In the book, The Jesuit, I recount 
when I had a girlfriend at the age of 17. 
And I mention it also in Heaven and Earth, 
the volume that I wrote with Abraham 
Skorka. In the seminary, a girl made my 
head spin for a week.

And if you do not mind me 
asking, how did it end?

They were things of youth. I spoke 
with my confessor about it [a big smile].

Thank you, Holy Father.
Thank you.

“We decided to discuss 
the family, which 
is going through a 
very serious crisis. 
It’s difficult to form a 
family. Young people 
no longer get married. 
There are many 
separated families, 
whose common life-
plan has failed.” 
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Jesuit Mission in India:

By HEDWIG LEWIS, SJ



The first  Indian to be 
admitted into the Society 
of Jesus was a Namboodri 

(Brahmin) boy from the vicinity of 
Quilon, Kerala. His original Hindu 
name is nowhere in the records, but 
his baptismal name was Pedro Luis, 
as found in the catalogues of the early 
Society. Pedro (1532-1596) was a 
contemporary of our Founding Fathers. 
He was well-known to Ignatius and 
his secretary, Fr Polanco, with whom 
he carried on a lively correspondence. 
Pedro played a vital role in early history 
of the Society, particularly in India. His 
life-span extended over the official terms 
of four successive Generals following 
Ignatius.

Background
Pedro was born somewhere 

around Quilon, in Kerala, of parents 
who were Hindus. He was attracted by 
the example and teaching of the early 
Jesuit Fathers who worked in the region. 
He decided to become a Christian, was 
baptised at the age of fifteen, and given 
the name Pedro Luis.

When Frs Antonio Criminali, 
Henrique Henriques, and Nicolao 
Lancillotti arrived in India from Europe 
in the late 1540s, they started looking 
for an interpreter. That led to the 
discovery of  Pedro.

Fr Criminali,  the Superior, 
recognising Pedro’s talents and sound 
dispositions, sent him for studies to 
the College (seminary) of St Paul in 
Goa. There he acted as interpreter 
for the Rector, Fr Antonio Gomes. 
Unfortunately, owing to some tension 
at the College, Fr Gomes dismissed all 
Indian students, including Pedro.

Personality
In 1550, Fr Lancillotti, founder of 

the Jesuit College at Quilon, employed 
Pedro as a language teacher, an 
assignment which lasted for five years. 
Lancillotti was so pleased with Pedro’s 
service that he wrote to Ignatius (29 
Oct 1552): “I have for my interpreter 
a young man who was a Brahmin and 
whom I taught grammar. He already 

understands fairly well anything he reads 
in Latin. He is sharp and says things 
very well. With him I prepare my lessons 
and instructions. I want to send him to 
Rome, if you should give me permission 
to do so.”

Ignatius replied, leaving the final 
decision to Francis Xavier. However, 
Xavier died before he could be approached. 
Then Lancillotti fell seriously ill and 
asked Pedro to accompany him to Goa, 
so as to be among his Jesuit companions 
in case of death. Lancillotti survived and 
returned to Quilon. Pedro remained in 
Goa, studying Latin. He found time to 
help the Fathers in their pastoral work, 
especially in instructing the faithful. It 
was during this period that he began 
to think seriously about becoming a 
Jesuit.

Ignatius was in favour of admitting 
Indians into the Society; but a good 
number of the Jesuit missionaries were 
not, including Xavier. 

Pedro’s appeal
Pedro was determined to find a 

way out of this deadlock. Fr Gonçalo 
Silveira SJ, a former Provincial, advised 
him to appeal to the General, Fr Diego 
Laynez. Accordingly, Pedro wrote a 
very touching letter to Fr Laynez on 
17 Nov 1559. It opens with a self 
introduction: “I am the young son of 
Hindu Brahmins (who are like religious 
among us Christians). I have a father 

and mother and Hindu relatives. God 
made me a Christian in Quilon in 1547 
when I was 15 years old, and then for 
ten months I was helping the Fathers 
of the Society of Jesus.” Pedro goes on 
to describe his twelve-year association 
with Jesuits. Then he clearly sets forth 
his reasons for seeking admission in the 
Society. “I desire another thing for my 
consolation. I may be unworthy of so 
great a favour. Still I must not miss it 
through not asking. So I beseech Your 
Paternity through the mediation of the 
Immaculate Lamb that, if there be some 
way by which I could be admitted into 
the Company, please do it.” He was 
ready to make any sacrifice “even to go 
to Rome by land.” In October 1561, 
Laynez gave permission for Pedro to 
join the novitiate at Goa, despite the 
objections raised by others.

Pedro as a Jesuit
In order to give the superiors 

ample time to test his vocation, Pedro 
expressed his readiness to do four years 
of novitiate, instead of two. He was 
granted his vows after three and half 
years. He soon earned the trust of his 
superiors and was assigned various 
responsibilities. He was ordained a 
priest in 1575. He was in great demand 
for preaching and hearing confessions. 
He was sent to Cochin to help the 
Jesuits reconcile Thomas Christians 
with Rome, as well as to supervise the 
printing of the catechism in Malayalam, 
and even to founding a seminary in 
Vaipinkotta. The Jesuit Catalogue for 
1588 places him in Quilon. 

Pedro’s pleadings that some of 
his compatriots be admitted went 
unheeded. In 1579, the Superior 
General, Fr Everard Mercurian, banned 
the admission of Indians to the Society 
of Jesus, a ban that remained until the 
suppression. Pedro himself was never 
permitted to take the fourth vow.

Pedro died in Quilon in March 
1596. His Provincial, in an obituary 
note, describes Pedro as “much loved 
by the Christians of the fishery coast, 
among whom he had laboured faithfully 
with his example and learning. He was 
also outstanding for obedience and 
prayerfulness.”

II: The First Indian Jesuit:
Pedro Luis SJ
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cheers!

Eco Reserve Attappadi (ERA) of Kerala Jesuit Province gets 
four-legged visitors from the tropical forests around. Boers, Deer and 
even Elephants come visiting, looking for food and water. Farmers 
around use crackers, fire, electricity, etc… to drive them out. Frs.
James and Anthony of ERA welcome them instead.

In the last decades, the thick, tropical forests of Attappadi 
range have been invaded by migrants, for timber and cultivation. 
Forests were denuded, rivers thinned out. Adivasis and the abundant 
animal population suffered the most. The way of life of the former 
changed, the food and water for the latter dwindled. Both became 
aliens in their own land!

 Our two Fathers built two large tanks for animals and irrigation. 
Some trees  near check dams will also be grown for them. Mother 
Earth cares for all life forms. Let us live, and let them live too!   
                                           - Rappai Poothokaren, SJ 

Their home as well

The author of this book is a priest, but 
sorry, not a Jesuit, not even a man. She is 
an Episcopal priest who explains, from her 
experience, how we can fulfill the Ignatian 
mandate of finding God in everything. In An Altar 
in the World,  Barbara Brown Taylor continues her 
spiritual journey by building upon where she left 
off in Leaving Church, her earlier book.  Taylor 
shares how she learned to find God beyond 
the church walls by embracing the sacred as a 
natural part of everyday life. She shows us how 
to discover altars everywhere we go and in 
nearly everything we do, as we learn to live with 
purpose, pay attention, slow down, and revere 
the world we live in. Taylor’s 12 chapters mine 
the potentially sacred meaning of simple daily 
activities and conditions, like walking, paying 
attention, saying no to work one Sabbath day 
each week. Her candor is another of the book’s 
virtues: she is a failure at prayer, and cannot 
explain why or how it is, or isn’t, answered.

An Altar in the World 
Barbara Brown Taylor
Harpercollins Publishers; 2010

Finding altars everywhere

Our stewardship
of the earth

Russell Crowe, the 49-year-old actor, who 
stars in the recently released Hollywood film 
Noah, based on the Biblical story of Noah in 
the Old Testamant, met Pope Francis in March. 
Speaking about the meeting, Russell said he 
was very touched by the Pope’s kindness. The 
New Zealand actor said on ‘Good Morning 
America’: ‘Look I’m not Catholic and I’ve never 
felt any connection with any previous Pope, 
but I like this guy. I like what he says... he’s 
changing the tone of the way you regard the 
Pope and I think it is a magnificent thing. I was 
very privileged and humbled to be in that 
environment.’

He said criticism from some groups 
against the movie is not based on seeing the 
movie, just an assumption of how bad or wrong 
it could be in their eyes. ‘I think quite frankly 
that is bordering on absolute stupidity, because 
now, I think, people are seeing the movie and 
they’re realizing how respectful it is and how 
potent it is.’

He called Noah a ‘great piece of art’ 
as it promotes discussion. ‘You come out of 
this movie and you want to talk, about our 
stewardship of the earth, our relationship 
to animals, what is spirituality, who am I in 
this world - all these fantastic subjects for 
conversation. Art that can do that for people is 
a wonderful thing.’
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1st prize winning short story

It was a lovely winter evening. 
The tall, swaying trees of 
the park provided a gentle 
breeze. The birds on the 

trees sang sweetly. Young and old were 
in the park for their evening walks and 
exercises. I had come to pick up my Dad 
and drive him home. I sat relaxing in the 
car waiting for him to finish his walk. 
Suddenly my mind was transported to 
another world, world of my childhood 
which was entirely different from my 
life now. 

Life with my Mom, Dad and my 
elder sister seemed a bed of roses. Those 
days we lived in a slum, stamped with 
abject poverty. But all this did not make 
the slightest difference. We lived as a 
happy, loving family. When I was six 
years old, my mother’s health gradually 
began to deteriorate, so we decided to 
take her to a government hospital. After 
various tests, doctors diagnosed that 
she was in the final stage of cancer. The 
doctors said that the treatment would 
need an astronomical sum of money. 
My mother preferred dying when her 
time came.

The disease had a devastating 
effect on my family. My father was 
terribly stressed. Ostensibly to calm his 
nerves, he took to drinking. Every night 
he would come home dead drunk. One 
night mother’s condition aggravated and 
she was in terrible pain. Father had not 
yet come home, so my sister ran to ask 
our neighbours for help. I held Mum’s 
hand tightly. Her last words to me 
keep resounding in my ears, “Deepak,” 
she said, “I want you to work hard and 

take good care of the family. Promise me 
you’ll do this, son.” 

There were tears in my eyes. I 
caressed her face and brushed her hair 
sideways and said, “I promise Ma.” Two 
hours later she breathed her last. I felt 
my heart break into pieces.

My sister quit school and took 
Mummy’s place in the house. Yet I felt 
the absence of my mother greatly. My 
father got addicted to drinking. I was 
slowly getting adjusted to this, when I 
heard another news. My father arranged 
for my sister’s marriage. He thought it to 
be the best. My sister had the desire to 
at least complete school but she had to 
oblige my father. I tried to convince my 
father of what it would be without her, 
but all was in vain. He borrowed money 
from his friends for the dowry. 

Finally her life-changing day came. 
Her pretty face was covered under the 
white veil. My only strength, my refuge 
was to be separated from me forever. 
She was in tears as she hugged me and 
said, “I’m going very far away from you. 
But remember you’re always there in 
my heart. I love you, Deepak.” We both 
sobbed uncontrollably.

To manage school, studies and 
the house was terrible. I had enough of 
traumatic experiences within one year 
and surely wasn’t prepared for another. 
Unfortunately my father invited more 
trouble due to alcoholism. He was 
kicked out of his job. 

He had to pay the debts. Without 
work how would the money come 
and how would he make it? He began 
drinking more. Day and night he was 
seen in the bar. My condition worsened. 
I hadn’t any food to eat. My neighbors 
showed their generosity for a while but 
couldn’t go on forever.

One late night, Dad came home 
completely drunk. He banged open the 
door and began abusing me. I had never 
seen this facet of his before. He cursed 
me and said that I was the cause of all 
the misfortunes. I would never forget 
what he did next. In sheer frustration, 
he began throwing and breaking things, 
even his bottle. He began slapping me. 
He boxed me on my face and kicked 
me mercilessly. He caught my neck 
and almost choked me to death. I was 
helpless and couldn’t bear it anymore. 
I punched him on his stomach and 
managed to escape from his clutches. I 
ran out as fast as I could, far away from 
home.

After having run quite a distance, 
I knew I was safe. I couldn’t believe that 
my own father would do this to me. 
Feelings of anger and resentment began 
to build within me. Past memories made 
me feel bitter. I had no reason to live, 
no purpose to fulfill and no strength to 
fight back. Dying seemed to be the only 
option. My life had become a burden for 
me. I couldn’t take it anymore. 

I walked to the railway station 
which was on the other side of my 
town. People here were like bees, busy 
in their own world. Nobody seemed to 
be bothered about listening to my woes. 
I later realized that there were plenty of 
people like me, so it was not something 
new.

Gradually night began to fall and 
the hustle and bustle of the people died 
down but my stomach was growling. I 
searched everywhere for food but found 
nothing. In fact, I hadn’t eaten a proper 
meal for the past five days. I searched for 
food in a waste-bin after driving away 
the dogs. I finally found a chapatti which 
I ate ravenously. I knew very well that 

By Joyson D’Souza, SJ

Father and Son
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I had to learn to survive or else I would 
die very soon. Compelled by hunger, I 
begged for the first time. There were 
rejections and humiliations, but a few 
good people gave me a rupee or two. 
After a whole day’s struggle, I managed 
to collect twenty rupees. I was very 
happy, because it seemed that I would 
have a full meal after ages.

I tried to figure out a place for me 
to sleep, which would be safe from the 
police. There was none. The night, too, 
was terribly chilly. I didn’t have anything 

to cover myself with. My hopes of getting 
a good night’s sleep were stamped out. 
Slowly, as days passed. I began learning 
by observing others like me.

At times I had got nothing and I 
had to sleep on an empty stomach. The 
most important lesson I learnt was the 
need to get acquainted with people. I 
befriended many people like me. I made 
friends with other vendors, helping them 
with their goods. They tipped me with 
a free cup of coffee or a batatawada. 
Among all these Ramu, the person who 
sold tea, became my best friend.

One day he told me, “My sahib 
wants a boy to sell newspapers for 
him. Are you interested in working?” 
It seemed to me an excellent idea. I 
immediately agreed. My work began 
the very next day in full swing. Soon I 
became very good in this work. I enjoyed 

it. I did it with all my heart. Gradually 
the demand for newspapers increased. 
There was a deep inner satisfaction 
within me, for I was now working and 
earning some money. 

After a few months of acquaintance, 
many regular customers became friendly 
and I got a few benefactors too. Mr Gupta 
was one of them. Every day without fail 
he gave me a bar of chocolate. He was a 
frequent traveler.  Sometimes he used 
to sit and chat with me. We used to be 
so engrossed that twice he missed his 

train; so much did we enjoy each other’s 
company. His small gestures made me 
feel happy. I spoke to him about my 
bitter past. 

One day Mr Gupta said, “Deepak, 
tonight I want you to dine with me at my 
house.” I wanted to refuse for I had no 
decent pair of clothes, but he assured me 
that clothes didn’t make a big difference. 
I felt comforted and agreed to go along 
with him. We crossed the bridge and 
walked down the street and turning on 
the left lane entered a housing colony.

The maid opened the door for us 
and there before my eyes was a paradise. 
The house was like a palace, well- 
decorated and furnished. 

“Come in, son,” Mr Gupta said. 
It was as though I was stepping 

into a wonderland. My eyes were wide 
open as I stared at the things in the 

house. “Sahib, if you don’t mind, can 
you please tell me where your wife and 
son are?” I asked, pointing out to a huge 
photo frame that hung on the centre 
wall. 

He looked at the photo and then, 
looking into my eyes, said, “They are in 
heaven now. My wife was driving my 
son back home from school and they 
met with an accident.” There was silence 
in the room for a while. He wiped a 
teardrop from his eye and looking back 
at me, smilingly said, “Come, the food 
is ready, let’s have our meal.” He served 
me. I began wolfing down the delicious 
food.

“Wouldn’t you want to study?” 
he asked me.

“O sahib! I’d love to. I passed fifth 
standard in my slum school. Now my 
work takes the first priority. But really 
I’d love to study.” 

“Then why don’t you stay with 
me? You can pursue your studies,” said 
Mr Gupta. 

I couldn’t believe my ears. I had 
no words to express my gratitude. I 
only looked at him. He held me tightly 
very close to his heart and said, “Thanks 
Deepak. Be my lost son.” I could feel 
the vibrations in his heart behind those 
words. For the first time after years, I felt 
loved, needed and accepted. I felt that I 
belonged to someone who needed me. 
Tears, only tears were my reply to my 
new father, my loving Dad, Mr. Gupta, 
who bestowed all his love and care on 
me, his new found son. I completed my 
post graduation and got a job in a famous 
company. 

At a distance I saw him heading 
from the park towards the car. That 
brought me back to the present. I wiped 
my tears quickly. As he opened the car 
door, he said, “Hey son, hope you had a 
good day.” 



Sch Joyson D’Souza, SJ (GOA) is 
currently doing his Juniorate at Xavier 
Training College at Belgaum, Karnataka.
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Pope John Paul II,  who 
will be declared a Saint 
on 27 April, was a truly 

charismatic personality, someone the 
media cameras could not help but 
love. However, what drew hundreds 
of thousands of people to him, many of 
them young, was his personal holiness 
– he was a person of integrity, with a 
fearless sense of justice, and an evident 
and compassionate love for people. 
For millions of Christians the world 
over, John Paul II was a Christ-figure. 
For many other people too, he was a 
genuinely good and true human being 
– and therefore a sign of hope for the 
whole world.

My beautiful personal memories 
of Pope JP2 start with our first meeting 

in January 1979, and extend through 
my time in Rome till 1988 as Director 
and then Chairman of the International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR)
Office and Council, and several times 
after 1988 on my visits to Rome, till a 
few months before his holy death in 
2005. 

Together with Cardinal Suenens 
and the Council, we first met with JP2 
in his Apostolic Palace library and, at 
his request, held a prayer meeting with 
him – he wanted to experience what 
a “charismatic prayer meeting” was 
like! I carried my guitar, but the Swiss 
Guards were reluctant to let me take it 
in till Cardinal Suenens whispered to 
the Pope, “Fr Mascarenhas has a guitar” 
and the Pope replied, “Let him bring it 
in!” So we sang, and prophesied, and 
prayed in tongues, and then the Pope 
asked us to pray over him! Cardinal 

Suenens and I put our hands on his 
shoulders, but one of our group, a 
layman, put his hands on the Pope’s 
head! We also screened a short film 
on the CCR made in the USA. The 
whole meeting lasted almost 3 hours! 
The Pope commented: “You are a good 
people! Come again!”

And so we went again, and again! 
In 1981, just 3 days before he was 
shot, he gave a Special Audience in 
the Lourdes Grotto of the Vatican 
Gardens to the International Leaders 
Conference. We conducted again a 
prayer meeting, including singing in 
tongues, and his Secretary told me later 
that the Pope liked to hear us praying 
in tongues! In his speech afterwards, 
JP2 confirmed Pope Paul VI’s opinion 
of 1975 that the CCR was a great 
gift of God to the Church. Again at a 
Special Audience in Castel Gandolfo, 

memories

By Fio Mascarenhas, SJ

“A good Jesuit?”
A Jesuit charismatic leader recalls his memories of Pope 

John Paul who will be declared a saint on 27 April 
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to another Leaders Conference, he 
told us that we should take Gal 2:20 
as the special motto of the Charismatic 
Renewal! Whenever we had a Leaders 
Conference or a Council Meeting in 
Rome, he gave us a Special Audience, 
for example the Mass he celebrated 
in the Sala Clementina for our World 
Charismatic Youth Conference in 1985, 
and of course the great World Priests 
Retreat in 1984, etc. This Pope truly 
loved us, and always encouraged us to 
be faithful to the Lordship of Jesus.

On several occasions both during 
and after my time in Rome, I was 
privileged to either have breakfast 
with the Pope after his Private Mass, 
or lunch, or supper, in the company of 
Cardinal Suenens, and once with Ralph 
Martin and Fr Tom Forrest. Of course, 
always present was our very good 
friend “Don Stanislao” (now Cardinal 
Dziwisz). At one breakfast, before his 
trip to India in February 1986, I was 
invited alone because the Pope wanted 
me to share how the CCR was helping 
in the missionary work of the Church 
among non-Christians. Soon after his 
return to Rome, he issued at Pentecost 
his wonderful encyclical on the Holy 
Spirit (Dominum et Vivificantem), in 
which he recognized the work of the 
Spirit among all peoples of goodwill. 

I also remember with wonder the 
daily sessions I (and seven others) had 
for a whole week with JP2, to teach him 
to pronounce the opening sentences of 
Holy Mass in the 8 languages he used 
during his hectic 10-day visit to India. 
At one session, as we lined up in his 
library to await our turn, he smilingly 
remarked to me (I was the last one 
in line), “Patience – the practice of 
virtue!” How often I have had occasion 
to remember that papal advice!

Actually, my first meeting with 
JP2 in 1979 was a bitter-sweet one! 
When Cardinal Suenens introduced 
me to him as “a good Jesuit,” the Pope 
replied, “A good Jesuit? Is there such 

a thing?” I was taken aback, and only 
later realized he was pulling my leg. 
Often in subsequent years he showed 
that he had not forgotten I was a 
member of the Society of Jesus – as 
when I called out to him in a crowd, 

Golden Wedding in Mumbai in 1991, 
how surprised we all were to receive in 
the post (from Don Stanislao) a Papal 
Blessing personally autographed by 
JP2!

What stands out most in my 
memory, though, and it is a lesson 
that I have greatly profited from in my 
personal life of discipleship, is what the 
Pope said at a lunch to which Cardinal 
Suenens and I were invited. We shared 
with him the following metaphor that 
we had pre-planned: “Holy Father, 
the Church is like an airplane. The 
engine is the Holy Spirit, the wings 
are the sacramental and charismatic 
dimensions of the Church (Peter and 
Mary), and you are the pilot.” After a few 
moments, the Pope queried, “And what 
about the petrol (benzina)?” We were 
stumped, because we had not thought 
about it. Then the Pope said, “I will tell 
you. The suffering of the People of God is 
the petrol! The Church cannot go ahead 
without it.” What a profound insight 
into the meaning of suffering, and into 
St Paul’s difficult words in Col 1:24! 
His encyclical, Salvifici Doloris (On the 
Christian Meaning of Human Suffering), 
has helped millions of Christians to face 
suffering victoriously, with faith. 

John Paul II taught us not to be 
afraid. He showed us how to live, how 
to love, how to forgive and how to die. 
He taught us how to embrace the cross 
in the most excruciating moments of 
life, knowing that the cross was not 
God’s final word. He let those around 
him know that there is a Divine Spirit 
animating his (and our) life. He let us 
catch a glimpse of the greatness and 
holiness to which we are all called, and 
showed us the face of God as we journey 
on our pilgrim way on earth. So my own 
daily prayer is, “St John Paul the Great, 
pray for me!”

He let us catch 
a glimpse of the 

greatness and holiness 
to which we are all 

called, and showed us 
the face of God as we 

journey on our pilgrim 
way on earth.

“Holy Father, we are praying for you 
to have a good Lenten retreat,” and 
he responded, “Yes, it will be good 
because your Fr General (Kolvenbach) 
is the preacher!” After I returned to 
India too, he remembered and said to 
a regional group of bishops who were 
sharing with him about some problems 
in the local Charismatic Renewal, “But 
you have Fr Mascarenhas back with 
you, ask him to help you!” To cap it 
all, when my parents celebrated their 



Fr Fio Mascarenhas, SJ (BOM) is 
Superior, Xavier Institute of Engineering, 
Mumbai and Chairman & Trustee of Catholic 
Bible Institute.
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Fr David M. Neuhaus, SJ is a Jesuit 
who serves as Latin Patriarchal Vicar within 
the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem. He is 
responsible for Hebrew speaking Catholics 
in Israel as well as the Catholic migrant 
populations. He completed his studies at 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem (BA, 
MA, PhD) and then completed his license 
in theology at Centre Sevres (Paris) and a 
license in Biblical exegesis at the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute in Rome. He teaches 
Holy Scripture at the Latin Patriarchate 
Seminary and at the Salesian Theological 
Institute in Jerusalem and also lectures at 
Yad Ben Zvi. 

Fr Neuhaus spoke to Victor Edwin, 
SJ for Jivan. Here are excerpts from 
the conversation that focussed on Pope 
Francis’s visit to the Holy Land in May:

Pope Francis is to visit Israel, 
Jordan, and Palestinian territories in 
May 2014. What do you expect from his 
visit towards peace in the Middle East?

The Pope is primarily coming to 
commemorate the historic embrace of 
Pope Paul VI with Orthodox Patriarch 
Athenagoras of Constantinople in 1964 
- 50 years ago - in Jerusalem, putting an 

end to centuries of bitterness and enmity. 
Pope Francis will embrace Patriarch 
Bartholomew here in Jerusalem, sending 
a message to the Christian world that our 
divisions are a source of scandal and 
render our witness inauthentic.

He will meet with the political 
authorities in Jordan, Palestine and Israel 
and, of course, stress the importance of 
justice, peace, pardon and reconciliation 
and surely address the instability throughout 
the Middle East. By putting evangelical 
words on our situation and speaking from 
his heart, as he does so well, I am sure he 
will help us see more clearly what we need 
to do to promote peace. 

How will  this meeting with 
Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew go? 
How does this ‘togetherness’ of Pope 
Francis and Patriarch Bartholomew, 
in your mind, promote ecumenical 
relations in the Middle East?

This meeting is at the centre of the 
Pope’s pilgrimage. It was proposed to the 
Pope by Patriarch Bartholomew on the 
day after the inauguration of his papacy. 
Christian unity is essential to the well 
being of Christians in the Middle East, 

who are minorities affected by the ongoing 
instability. We hope that this embrace, not 
only with Patriarch Bartholomew but with 
Patriarch Theophilos III of Jerusalem and 
all the other Church leaders will be a sign 
that the centuries of division are drawing 
to a close and a new age of Christian unity 
and solidarity begins.

What is the impact of this meeting 
on the relations between the Catholic 
Church and the Russian Orthodox 
Church, another important and most 
influential Church?

P a t r i a r c h  B a r t h l o m e w  o f 
Constantinople is considered “first among 
equals” among the Orthodox Church 
leaders. We hope that his embrace of the 
Pope will be seen as an embrace of all 
the Orthodox patriarchs, especially the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem and the Patriarch 
of Moscow, who are very important leaders 
for the Orthodox of the Holy Land.

What do you think will be the 
impact of his visit on Christian- Muslim 
relations in the Middle East?

Pope Francis will be visiting two 
countries that are predominantly Muslim - 
Jordan and Palestine. In Jerusalem he will 

Pope’s 
pilgrimage
to peace

Interview with
David M. Neuhaus, SJ
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surely visit the Haram al-Sharif, the main 
Muslim shrine, as did his predecessors on 
their visits in 2000 and 2009. The Pope’s 
addresses to the Muslims he meets will 
certainly again express the teachings of 
Vatican II, the values we, as Christians 
and Muslims share, the common struggle 
to make a better world and the necessity 
to teach mutual respect. 

What about the Jews? Will this 
visit promote relations between Jews 
and Christians?

Pope Francis has a very close 
relationship with Jews going back to his 
days as Archbishop in Buenos Aires. 
Jews are following this Pope closely, 
very impressed by his directness, his 
engagement with others and the clarity 
of his call for dialogue. The visit will give 
another opportunity to show the Jews 
that the Church is absolutely intent on 
reconciliation, dialogue and cooperation 
to mend a broken world. 

Often the relation between 
Vatican and Israel is described as icy. 
Will this visit defrost to some extent the 
chilly relations?

There are three central issues in 
Vatican-Israel relations that sometimes 
create problems:

First, the negotiations on the status 
of the Church that have been dragging on 
since 1994. We are hoping that we are 
reaching an end to this exhausting saga 
and that the visit of the Holy Father will 
illustrate that the Church is an integral part 
of what the Holy Land is. 

Secondly, the situation of Christians 
in the State of Israel. Although Christians 
enjoy a large degree of religious freedom, 

freedom of worship and freedom to 
run their own churches, schools and 
institutions, there is also a rather wide 
spread anti-Christian sentiment based on 
Jewish religious prejudice and historical 
memories of persecution of Jews by 
Christians. More importantly, there is 
discrimination against non-Jews, particular 
Arabs, and many Christians suffer from 
this. We hope that the Pope’s visit will 
create a greater awareness that this 
discrimination must be fought.

And thirdly, the lack of peace 
between Israel, on the one hand, and 
Palestine and the rest of the Arab world, 
on the other, creates a situation in which 
the Church is sometimes critical of one 
side or the other in a continuing situation 
of violence. We hope the Pope will open 
up minds and hearts with his message 
of peace.

Pope Francis has described his 
proposed visit as a “pilgrimage of 
prayer in the footsteps of Jesus Christ”.  
As a fellow Jesuit involved in interfaith, 
intercultural and ecumenical relations 
view this ‘pilgrimage’?

As a Jesuit, I will be especially 
interested in the way the Pope speaks, 
presents his thoughts and helps us think 
beyond where we are. Popes Paul VI, John 
Paul II and especially Benedict XVI helped 
us clarify our own thinking as Christians, 
how we are to conceive of our identity 
and mission. Words create worlds and 
we need new and creative words from the 
Holy Father to break out of the prisons of 
ideology, violence, war and hatred that the 
words we use today have created. This is 
true in our interreligious relations as well 

as in the intercultural, ethnic and national 
spheres.

What is the mission of the Jesuits 
in the Land of Abrahamic Religions? 
What are the real possibilities for the 
Children of Abraham: Jews, Christians 
and Muslims to live in peace?

Our primary mission is to live with 
and in service of the Local Church. In 
fact, Jesuits here are involved in both the 
Palestinian Arabic speaking Church and 

the Hebrew speaking Church in Israel. Our 
role is to help form those who will lead and 
so we teach in the Catholic University in 
Bethlehem and in the diocesan Seminary, 
we are involved in the formation of the 
religious and giving retreats. We too must 
participate in the search for a language 
that adequately describes our reality from 
the point of view of the Gospel and Church 
teaching and breaks with the language that 
is predominant, a language of contempt 
and enmity. As Jesuits, we are engaged 
not only with Christians but are also deeply 
engaged in general society both with 
Muslims and Jews.  

In what ways do you think that 
Jesuits of South Asia could partner with 
the Jesuits in the Middle East? 

We need to learn from one another. 
Themes like interreligious encounter, 
inculturation and evangelical social and 
political activism can really bring us 
together. We are Asians and we need to 
meet, learn from one another and open up 
each other’s worlds with possibilities that 
alone we could not imagine.

“The Pope is primarily coming

to commemorate the historic embrace 

of Pope Paul VI with Orthodox Patriarch 

Athenagoras of Constantinople in 1964 - 

50 years ago - in Jerusalem,

putting an end to centuries of bitterness 

and enmity.”
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Gerald O’Collins 
was born in Australia in 
1931, joined the Society of 
Jesus in 1950, and began 
teaching systematic and 
fundamental theology in 

1968. He has authored or co-authored 62 
books - notably Christology: A Biblical, 
Historical, and Systematic Study of 
Jesus Christ (1995) and Jesus: A Portrait 
(2008) - and more book chapters and 
journal entries than can be easily counted. 
He has taught, it seems, at every major 
Catholic theological institution on four 
continents, but for three decades beginning 
in 1974, he called the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome home. On the Left 
Bank of the Tiber, the second volume of 
O’Collins’ memoirs, celebrates that home 
and his vocation as a Catholic academic 
and theologian. These excerpts from the 
book describe the painful experience that 
Fr Jacques Dupuis,SJ, the Belgian 
Jesuit theologian, had with the CDF 
(Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith). Fr Dupuis had made India 
his home and taught several generations of 
Indian Jesuit students of theology as well 
as others:

 
I  f i r s t  met  Belg ian Jesui t 

theologian Jacques Dupuis (1923-
2004) early in 1971 when I spent time 
with him at a Jesuit theological college 
(St. Mary’s, Kurseong) in north India 
near Darjeeling, where he had been 
teaching theology since 1959. A strong 
friendship had been forged with “Jim,” 
as I have always called him. Dupuis 
came to the Gregorian for a few weeks 
as a visiting professor. He seemed to 
enjoy the experience and in 1984 he 
joined our theology faculty. Dupuis 
quickly made his mark as a first-rate 
teacher. For 10 years (1985-95) he acted 
as an official consultant on the Pontifical 
Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, 
and played a key role in drafting a 
document jointly produced with the 
Congregation for the Evangelization 

The Dupuis Story: 
Behind the Scenes

By Gerald O’Collins, SJ

of Peoples, “Dialogue and Mission” 
(May 1991). This document broke new 
ground by reflecting on the relationship 
between dialogue with other religions 
and the Christian mission to proclaim 
Jesus Christ.

His 447-page book, Toward a 
Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism, 
appeared more or less simultaneously in 
English, French and Italian at the end 
of 1997 and in Portuguese (1999) and 
Spanish (2000). Numerous reviews 
were appearing in English, French and 
Italian - the first, a very positive review, 
in the 22 Nov 1997, issue of Avvenire, 
which is owned by the bishops of Italy.

At Easter 1998, a tiny cloud 
appeared - in the shape of a very 
negative article published by Avvenire 
in its issue for 14 April. Dupuis later 
learned that someone in the Vatican 
had commissioned that article. The 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith had gone into action; strong 

criticisms were leveled against the 
book at the doctrinal congregation 
on March 30 and April 4. A CDF 
meeting on 10 June 1998, included 
a number of cardinals, one of whom 
afterward admitted that he had never 
read Dupuis’ book. They voted in favor 
of taking action against the book, a step 
that would involve securing the Pope’s 
permission, which was forthcoming a 
week later. But Dupuis knew none of 
this at the time. 

On 2 Oct 1998 Dupuis was]
stunned by a communication that had 
reached him via the Jesuit Superior 
General, Fr Peter-Hans Kolvenbach. 
A nine-page, single-spaced document 
developed 14 theses challenging Toward 
a Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism. 
A covering page explained that the CDF 
found in this work by Dupuis “serious 
errors or doctrinal ambiguities on 
doctrines of divine and Catholic faith 
concerning revelation, soteriology 
(teaching on salvation), Christology and 
the Trinity.” The page ended by naming 
several “dangerous affirmations” that 
“cannot be safely taught,” such as the 
application of “Mother” to the first 
person of the Trinity. Dupuis was given 
three months to reply. Dupuis began by 
spending two weeks in hospital. As a 
chronically sick man, this may have been 
inevitable. But the stress he experienced 
under the quite unexpected onslaught 
from the CDF unquestionably played 
its part.

At the time, I was a visiting 
professor at Marquette University in 
Milwaukee. On Dupuis’ behalf, the 
dean of theology phoned me with the 
bad news, asking me to act as the one 
adviser the CDF allowed Dupuis. I was 
particularly astonished and scandalized 
at the poor quality of much of the 14 
theses prepared by the CDF, which 

Jacques Dupuis, SJ
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repeatedly attributed to him views that 
he had not only never expressed in the 
book but also had in several passages 
explicitly rejected: for example, the 
bizarre notion of different heavens 
for the followers of different religious 
traditions. Thesis one attacked him for 
interpreting the Bible along the very lines 
recommended by the Pontifical Biblical 
Commission’s “The Interpretation of 
the Bible in the Church” (1993), the 
document for which the CDF head, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger had himself 
written the preface!

On 16 Jan 1999, the London Tablet 
carried a two-page article, “In Defence 
of Fr. Dupuis,” by Cardinal Franz 
König, retired archbishop of Vienna, 
a prominent personality at the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-65), a longtime 
advocate of interreligious dialogue, 
and someone who was reputed to have 
played a major role in the election of 
John Paul II. The archbishop of Calcutta 
and some other Catholic leaders had 
already expressed their support for 
Dupuis, but König’s powerful advocacy 
could not be ignored.

Shortly after that interview 
appeared, The Tablet carried an English 
translation of an open letter addressed 
to Cardinal König and signed by 
Cardinal Ratzinger. Ratzinger began 
by expressing his “astonishment” and 
“sadness” about König’s article, and then 
went on to claim that the CDF’s action 
“had consisted simply in sending some 
confidential questions to Fr. Dupuis and 
nothing more than that.” He rejected 
König’s statement that the CDF “may 
well suspect him [Dupuis] of directly 
or indirectly violating the Church’s 
teaching.” I read these assertions with 
both sadness and astonishment. What 
Dupuis had received from the CDF 
included much more than “some 
confidential questions.” It began with 
fierce charges about the orthodoxy 
of Dupuis’s book; he was explicitly 
accused of directly violating Church 
teaching. It made me sad that Cardinal 
Ratzinger (or, presumably, someone at 
the CDF writing in his name) could be 
so economical with the truth.

The letter to König repeatedly 

referred to the CDF’s desire to 
“dialogue” with Dupuis and to 
“consult him personally.” “If this is 
dialogue,” I thought, “I would hate to 
see confrontation!” Cardinal Ratzinger 
had never met Dupuis nor contacted 
him personally by phone or letter, let 
alone asked to sit down with him for a 
discussion.

When Dupuis submitted his 
lengthy response in December, he 
received no acknowledgment. Months 
of silence followed, and that played 
on Dupuis’ nerves. In February 1999, 
he fell ill. The response came at the 
end of July. It began with a letter that 
welcomed the clarifications, but said 
nothing about the many places where 
he had shown the CDF’s theses to be 
mistaken. Once again, the CDF gave 
Dupuis three months to reply.

Dupuis’ skirmish with the CDF 
was making me cry out for more love 
and more justice in the Church. Primarily 
for love. The CDF’s misgivings about 
his book might have been solved by a 
phone call or by a personal invitation to 
join Cardinal Ratzinger over afternoon 
tea for a serious, face-to-face discussion. 
They never met until September 2000, 
and they lived less than 3 miles from 
each other!

In the summer of 2000 Dupuis 
was still waiting for any reaction to the 
60-page reply (which he had submitted 
in November 1999) to the second 
document received from the CDF. In the 
middle of August, he contacted me with 
the news that the CDF had prepared 
a “declaration” - Dominus Iesus - on 
Christ’s unique and universal impact as 
savior and a “notification” on his book. 
Cardinal Ratzinger had invited him to 
a meeting scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on 
Monday, 4 Sept, the day before Dominus 
Iesus was to be published.

On Friday, 1 Sept, Dupuis received 
copies of the 15-page “notification” 
on his book and the 32-page text of 
Dominus Iesus, both officially approved 
by the Pope the previous 16 June. We 
had the weekend to digest the two 
documents and prepare our comments. 
We knew that the CDF intended to 
publish Dominus Iesus on Tuesday, 5 

Sept and the “notification” against 
Dupuis later in the same week. When 
rejecting “certain” false views about 
Christ and other religions, Dominus 
Iesus provided no names. But following 
up its publication within a few days by 
also publishing the “notification” would 
indicate that Dupuis was the target or 
at least a major target of Dominus Iesus. 
He was to be hit twice within the same 
week.

The morning of the meeting in 
the CDF building was oppressively hot. 
Cardinal Ratzinger sat in the middle, 
with Fr Kolvenbach, Dupuis and myself 
on his left and Archbishop Tarcisio 
Bertone - secretary of the CDF - and 
Angelo Amato, as a CDF consultor, on 
his right. Copies of Dupuis’ book were 
spread around the table. But there were 
no bottles of water available, nor was 
any tea or coffee ever made available. 
When Ratzinger asked Dupuis to 
speak, he seemed a little surprised when 
Dupuis said that I would be speaking 
on his behalf.

The Cardinal gave me nearly 
an hour to press home my defense of 
Dupuis. I illustrated my unease about 
the inaccurate and even false use of 
biblical references and quotations 
in the “notification.” I suggested, 
in conclusion, that the CDF might 
reduce the text to the eight positive 
propositions that it had already listed: 
for instance, that Jesus Christ is the 
universal mediator of salvation for all 
human beings. “All of us here, starting 
from Fr. Dupuis,” I said, “could happily 
subscribe to this list.” I had typed out 
the eight propositions on one page, 
ready for everyone’s signature. For good 
measure, I added: “We all know that the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith has a negative public image. To 
publish a set of positive formulations on 
which Fr. Dupuis and the congregation 
agree would end the affair happily, 
surprise the media, and do some real 
good.”

When I  f inished,  Cardinal 
Ratzinger commented: “Fr O’Collins, 
I see that you share the views of Fr 
Dupuis.” I thought it neither the time 
nor the place to reply: “Eminence, a 
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lawyer is not his client.” The Cardinal 
was obviously impressed by my protests 
over the misuse of Scripture: “Let’s drop 
all the biblical references and leave the 
discussion to the exegetes.” It was also 
clear that he could not go ahead and 
publish the “notification” as it stood.

Before adjourning the meeting, 
Ratzinger asked Dupuis whether he 
would help the CDF improve the text 
of the “notification.” “But I have already 
sent you 260 pages of answers to your 
questions,” Dupuis protested. He looked 
amazed when the cardinal then retorted: 
“You can’t expect us to read and study 
all that material.” Ratzinger then asked 
Dupuis: “Would you agree that your 
book should be understood in the light 
of Dominus Iesus?” “You are asking too 
much, Eminence,” Dupuis replied.

With that, the meeting ended, 
and the “notif icat ion” was not 
published. A document approved 
for publication by the Pope the 
previous June was quietly dropped.

The following day, as planned, 
the CDF published Dominus Iesus - 
the declaration on “the uniqueness 
and saving universality of Jesus Christ 
and the Church,” Right from the 
press conference that presented it, the 
document with its repeatedly negative 
tone raised a storm of protests, especially 
about the relations of the Catholic 
church to others. Various Christians, 
including such leaders as the head of 
the Anglican Communion, Archbishop 
George Carey, felt that some unfortunate 
remarks the document included about 
what it called “ecclesial communities” 
undercut progress made through 
ecumenical dialogues. Muslims and 
others were upset by a passage about 
“followers of other religions” being in 
“a gravely deficient situation.” Jews 
were offended by the way it glossed 
over their special relationship to the 
church. A day of dialogue in Rome 
between Jews and Christians scheduled 
for Oct. 3 was canceled. Dominus Iesus 
upset followers of world religions and 
Christians concerned with interreligious 
dialogue by distinguishing between the 
“faith” proper to Christians and the mere 

“belief ” that followers of other religions 
profess.

In December, Dupuis received 
a new, if much shorter (only seven 
instead of 15 pages), version of the 
“notification,” which the CDF sent him 
through Fr Kolvenbach. The three pages 
of background information in the new 
text made no reference either to the first 
version or to the meeting of 4 Sept. It 
had been approved for publication by 
the Pope in an audience with Cardinal 
Ratzinger on 24 Nov. Dupuis was asked 
to sign at once without any further 
discussion. Every scriptural reference 
and much else had been dropped -- in 
particular, some strange pages that had 
played down the role of the Holy Spirit 
in the work of human redemption. But 
the new version maintained the unjust 
style of adding after six of the positive 
formulations “hence it is against Catholic 
faith to hold” so and so - with the 
(unproved) implication that Dupuis held 
such a false view. However, this new text, 
instead of speaking of “errors and serious 
ambiguities,” had softened matters to 
“serious ambiguities and difficulties,” 
while adding that, “independently 
of the author’s intentions,” the book 
could lead readers to adopt “erroneous 
or dangerous opinions.” Despite his 
misgivings about the way the CDF 
would interpret his signature, in mid-
December Dupuis signed this second 
version of the “notification.”

When the CDF finally published 
the “notification” on 26 Feb 2001, it 
turned out to be a third version, officially 
approved by the Pope a month earlier 
and somewhat different from the text 
Dupuis had signed before Christmas. 
What distressed Dupuis, however, were 
four new lines in the document: “With 
his signature of the text the author has 
committed himself to agree with the 
theses set out [in the notification] and 
in his future theological activity and 
publications to follow the doctrinal 
contents indicated in the notification, 
the text of which will have to appear in 
reprints, new editions or translations 
of the book in question.” After Dupuis 
had signed the document, it seemed an 

abuse to add such a passage without his 
knowledge.

With what he called “a sense of 
recovered though limited freedom,” 
Dupuis returned to his writing and 
lecturing. Dupuis was back on the 
road, or more often in the air, to 
deliver lectures. Through 2003, these 
invitations were to take him to Belgium, 
France, Holland, India, Mexico, Poland, 
Portugal, Switzerland, Thailand and the 
United States, as well as to various cities 
within Italy. A bit reluctantly, he came to 
recognize that “the measures taken” by 
the CDF, besides bringing him “to the 
notice of theologians the world over and 
eliciting much sympathy,” also massively 
boosted the sales of Toward a Christian 
Theology of Religious Pluralism in five 
languages.

As Dupuis celebrated his 80th 
birthday on 5 Dec 2003, I hoped that 
the sufferings that Dupuis had endured 
were now over. But the last year of his 
life turned very painful, not least because 
of a further challenge coming from the 
CDF that Dupuis publications in 2004 
undermined the uniqueness of Jesus 
Christ.

Dupuis felt sick at heart over the 
renewed attack and was ready to let Fr 
Kolvenbach arrange for me to meet with 
the CDF and discuss the new assault. 
That meeting was to take place in early 
2005. Dupuis died on 28 Dec 2004, and 
so I never had the chance of returning to 
the CDF on his behalf.

The challenge Dupuis took 
up when he wrote his major work 
remains. For him and the CDF alike, 
the central question is the same: how to 
profess faith in Jesus Christ as the one 
redeemer of all human beings, while 
simultaneously following Pope John 
Paul II in recognizing the Holy Spirit 
at work in the religions and cultures of 
the world? Perhaps we cannot do much 
more than explore the foothills of God’s 
majestic providence for all humanity and 
the created cosmos. 

[Fr. Gerald O’Collins, SJ’s’ memoir,  On 
the Left Bank of the Tiber, has been published 
in Australia by Connor Court and in the United 
Kingdom by Gracewing. An American edition 
is expected soon.]
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GeorGe AikArA, SJ 
(KER) 1927 - 2014

Fr George Aikara went for his eternal 
reward on 2 March 2014 at the age of 87. 
His mortal remains were laid to rest  in Christ 
Hall cemetery, Calicut the next day after the 
Eucharist celebrated by the Bishop of Calicut.  
During the last few months he was hospitalized 
several times in near critical conditions. 

Fr George was born in a prominent 
family of Aikara as 7th among 9 children of Mr 

Zacharia and Mrs Elizabeth. He had 2 religious brothers who 
belonged to the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI). After his 
schooling, he joined the Society in 1946. During his formation 
he did his M.A. Economics at St Joseph’s College, Trichy 
(1954-57).Fr Aikara was ordained a priest in De Nobili College 
on 24 March 1960 and pronounced his last vows in Christ Hall 
on 2 February 1963. 

He was a teacher and treasurer at Loyola College, 
Trivandrum, for 4 years and later a teacher and principal of St 
Xavier’s College, Trivandrum,  for 9 years. In between he spent 
2 years at St Joseph’s College, Trichy, as lecturer in the College. 
He served as a Chaplain at Starehe School, Nairobi (1979-86), 
Assistant Director of San Jose Ice Plant, Neendakara (1986-
90), Director of CCCHI, Neendakara (1990-95), Chaplain of 
St Theresa’s Convent, Kenya (1995-2002), Chaplain, Starahe 
Boys’ Centre, Nairobi (2002-03) and spiritual director at Divine 
Union Vocationary Seminary, Mulayam, Trichur (2005-08). 
Since 2008 he was taking rest at Christ Hall, Calicut.

Fr Aikara was a towering personality. He left an indelible 
impression on all those he came in contact with: students, 
teachers, coworkers, parents and fellow Jesuits. People 
remembered him because he was a loving and lovable person. 
His pleasing personality with warmth, affability and joviality won 
him so many students who later played important roles in the 
civil society. Occasionally he could get impatient and shout at 
people; but people forgave him because there was no malice 
in him.

As principal of St Xavier’s Junior College, Fr Aikara did 
yeomen service to the college. The college was in its infant 
stage and the infra-structure was rudimentary and incomplete. 
The atmosphere in the campus was very turbulent with a 
plethora of student unions, strikes and agitations. But in spite of 
all this he not only remained calm but inspired confidence in the 
fellow Jesuits and staff. He was an optimist who could see the 
silver lining in the darkest cloud. His confidence was such he 
could instill it in  all those who worked with him.  He was never 
defeated or crest fallen. When everyone was in despair, he 
radiated hope and the promise of a bright future. He remained 
like an unshakeable pillar against which others could lean on. 
He was a very generous and accessible person. There was no 
formality. He empathized with  anyone in difficulty and went 
out of his way to help that person. Above all Fr Aikara was 
a genuine person. He wanted to do good to others, to be of 
service to others. In this there was no hypocrisy or feeling of 
self-righteousness in him. It was purely the Gospel value of 
loving your neighbor as yourself.               - Xavier Veliyakam

MichAel FohShow, SJ 
(CCU) 1940 - 2014

Fr Michael Fohshow was born on 21 Oct 
1940 in Burnpur, near Asansol, West Bengal. It 
was while studying at St. Xavier’s that he heard 
the Lord calling him. He joined the Society in 
1957, and  was ordained in 1970. In 1973, he 
began his long apostolate in the Province’s 
educational institutions - St. Lawrence High 
School first and then at St Xavier’s School, 
Burdwan for 13 years (1983 – 1996). In 1996 
he went to Canada and did his M. Ed. and a Master’s Degree 
in Psychology. On return he lectured for one year in the B. Ed. 
Department of St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta. Later he worked 
at St. Xavier’s School, Durgapur, then at St. Xavier’s Collegiate 
School, Calcutta (2000 – 2006). His last posting was at St. 
Xavier’s School, Durgapur as teacher, Minister and later as 
Superior (2006 – 2013). 

Fr. Fohshow had many God-given qualities. He had a 
sharp intelligence and a keen memory, both of which he was 
blessed to preserve till the end of his life. His diction in English 
was perfect as was his handwriting, both of which were famous 
among his students. He had a healthy sense of humour, 
no vulgar jokes escaped his lips. His talent for music and 
especially for playing the harmonica was province-famous. No 
Province gathering would be complete without Mike playing the 
harmonica. He was an excellent teacher, who had the rare gift 
of explaining a difficult matter in such a way that all the students 
in his class could grasp it. All these human qualities he put at 
the service of his apostolate, be it education, spiritual direction, 
counselling, or giving the Spiritual Exercises. His personal 
spiritual life was firmly anchored on the daily Eucharist. He had 
a tender devotion to Our Lady: the rosary was always by the 
side of his pillow. 

20 Oct 1962 (one day before Fr. Fohshow’s 22nd birthday) 
was an important date in his life, and indeed for the whole 
of India. It was a sad day for both. On that day the Chinese 
mounted a massive attack on Indian territory. From then on the 
Chinese community in Calcutta and the rest of West Bengal 
came under the scanner of the Government. The result was a 
large-scale exodus of the Chinese community to Canada. Fr. 
Fohshow’s parents and the rest of the family, being of Chinese 
origin, were part of that exodus. Mike very rarely shared his 
inner feelings on the matter with his Jesuit brothers. He must 
have certainly felt deep anguish at the uprooting of his family 
from India. But Mike decided to be in this Father’s house and to 
do his work. Mike was a man of serenity. His deep faith in God 
would not allow him to lose his peace of mind or equanimity 
even in most trying situations. 

For the last 20 years or so he suffered from diabetes, 
which led to other ailments. On 26 Dec ‘13 his health 
deteriorated and he was moved from St Xavier’s, Durgapur to 
the infirmary of St Xavier’s College, Calcutta. The Lord called 
him home in the early hours of 08 Feb ‘14. 

As we sing, on the threshold of His house, our Father 
must have waited for him with his arms wide open.  

                                                             - K.C. Jacob, SJ

obituaries
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Hinduising Adivasis 
On 14 March 2014 at the completion of 25 years of Ekal 

Vidyalayas in Jharkhand Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS Chief, 
addressed a predominantly Adivasi gathering in Ranchi, in which 
he called Adivasis ‘vanvasis’.The vernacular press called the  
gathering as “vanvasis-gramvasis”. Bhagwat went on to say 
that “India wasn’t safe without the Hindutva because the country 

couldn’t be safe if the Hindus weren’t” . . . “The Ekal 
Vidyalayas  are doing extremely well, very 

soon we would have one crore educated 
villagers in India who would be alumni of 

these schools.” The rationale for this is 
“Hindutva is present in its purest form in 
the villages and forests and we have to 

make them realize their potential.” 
Bhagwat expressed confidence in 
India becoming the strongest nation 

in the world, which he said can come 
true in the next 12-13 years, when RSS 

completes 100 years.   
Why ‘Vanvasi’ and not ‘Adivasi‘? The 

BJP and other Sangh Parivar outfits have been 
deliberately using ‘vanvasi’ because they do not want to 

admit the fact that Adivasis are the original inhabitants of India 
with the implication that Aryans are intruders. Instead it is more 
convenient to marginalize them by calling them vanvasi with the 
implication that they are uncivilized and really do not belong to 
modern society. It was for this reason that when Jharkhand was 
about to be set up as a separate State these hindutva forces 
clamored that its name should be ‘Vananchal’. Because of 
people’s vociferous protests they had to withdraw their proposal. 
But they are still making their point clear that they do not consider 
Adivasis as equal citizens but would rather push them into the 
jungles as vanvasis.

Who finance Ekal Vidyalayas?  They are largely funded by 
Ekal Vidyalay Foundation  created by hindutva-adherents in the 
U.S.This Foundation is associated with the R.S.S. The schools 
were assisted also by the NDA Government from 1999–2000 
onwards. This was stopped in 2005 by the UPA Government 
when one of its committees reported that some schools had an 
anti-minority agenda and inculcate hatred towards minorities. 
‘Hinduising tribal society is their real aim. Take the example of 
teaching the English alphabet to children in interior villages who 
are mostly tribals. A researcher found that in the textbook used 
for the purpose  “only the names of Hindu Gods were used to 
teach English alphabet.” A for Arjun, B for Brahma, C for Cow, 
D for Dhruva,.G for Ganesh, H.for Hanuman,.J for Jambavan,.M 
for Mahadev,.O for Om,.R for Ram,.T for Temple, U for Uma. ... 
Ironically, the letters ‘E’, ‘F’, ‘Q’, ‘W’, ‘X’ and ‘Z’ simply do [sic] 
not exist in this booklet. ... Reason? No names of Hindu Gods 
beginning with these letters are readily available!”  We should 
realize the alienating impact on the tender minds of Adivasi 
children.This sinister effort to hinduise the whole Adivasi society 
must be exposed and stopped. Why not hand over all Ekal 
vidyalayas to Gram Sabhas which will choose teachers from 
among the educated young men and women of the village who 
cherish their own tribal traditions?               - Stan Swamy, SJ

Namkum, Ranchi - 834 001

I have used them myself
I refer to the article of Fr Rappai Puthokaran SJ entitled 

“Gujarati Jesuit’s rare gift to Adivasis” published in Feb ‘14, issue 
of Jivan. Fr. Rappai’s comprehensive and objective article is 
truly a due acknowledgment of Fr Raymund’s matchless and 
praiseworthy contribution to the Adivasis. 

 However, Fr. Rappai writes, “One sad side of this 
remarkable work is that the two Grammars are written in Gamit 
and Dangi languages with no translations even in Gujarati. Who 
will read and study these grammars in Adivasi languages ten 
years from now?”   

Gamit and Dangi are two tribal languages of two tribes 
respectively. In fact, both these grammars - Gamit Language 
and Dangi Language - are explained through Gujarati by Fr. 
Raymund. The presentation of the books is bilingual: Gamit 
and Gujarati; Dangi and Gujarati. I myself have used “Gamit 
Bhashanu Vyakaran” to learn Gamit when I was in Vyara – a 
Gamit mission station in South Gujarat.

- Shekhar Manikam, SJ
Sughad, Ahmedabad - 382 424

Whose picture is it?
Let me express my appreciation for the rich contents of 

the Feb ‘14 issue of Jivan. Your editorial emphasized the idea of 
hope, so much needed today. Fr. Kinley’s poem ‘The Man of the 
Hour’ was an inspiring tribute to Pope Francis, the man of the 
hour and the man to lead the Church of the 21st century.  

With his years of experience of the functioning of the 
Society as a General Assistant at the Curia in Rome, 
Fr Amaladoss has very clearly reflected on the 
updating of the Jesuit Society today. I hope 
and pray that Jesuits in India will profit from 
his analysis and suggestions.

Your select ions f rom other 
journals, like ‘Through the Eyes of 
Jesus’, and ‘Why the Pope calls 
Jesuits “Men in Tension”, were very 
helpful and profitable reading. Keep up 
your labor of love!

By the way: whose is the picture on 
page 9? Probably many other Jivan readers 
too may be wondering as to the identity of the 
cleric with Caucasian features. A Jesuit in tension?          

- Mani Nedumattam SJ
Mohanlalganj, U.P. - 227 305

Note: The picture on p.9 of February ‘14 issue of Jivan is that 
of the well-known English poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ. 

- Ed

letters

Please note:
The next issue will be a combined holiday issue, 

dated May-June ‘14. It will be despatched 
in the second week of May.
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lessons



Ser - To be.
The first lesson on the first day of my Spanish class was 

on the Spanish verb ́ ser´, which means to be. As a foreigner, 
I found it very difficult to comprehend the verb, because of 
the nightmare that I went through the previous day. I felt all 
alone in an alien land without knowing a word of Spanish 
and having no experience of being away from my home land, 
India. Then I learnt that life is a call to be and not to quit, 
however hard it may be.

Poco a poco - Little by little:
After the initial days of my struggle, I stepped into the 

portals of the University of Comillas, Madrid, and realized 
I had to cope  with two giants - Spanish and Mathematics. 
Help came from a Spanish phrase uttered by my doctoral 
guide, Dr Angela Jiménez Casa, ´poco a poco´ which means 
‘little by little.’ I engraved it 
in my heart and followed it 
and managed to complete my 
research on ̀ Non-linear dynamics 
of viscoelastic fluids in a closed-
loop thermosyphon´, well within 
the allotted time of four years, in 
addition to a master’s degree in 
engineering with flying colours.   

Creoqueyopuedo - I believe 
that I can:

The demands of serious 
study and research have taught 
me a valuable lesson: I can’t afford to lose belief in myself. I 
learnt to believe in my abilities to work hard. Indeed, it was a 
sublime lesson in the research lab apart from the mathematical 
formulas and equations!

Grande animo - The great spirit:
Always be moved by a great spirit. It was a dictum 

very close to the heart of St Ignatius of Loyola. It is a belief 
that with the grace of God, I can achieve anything good that 
God wants of me. God has blessed me abundantly to achieve 
greater things for God. I surrendered myself to be gripped 
by the spirit of Magis. 

Siemprefeliz - Always be happy:
We had a cook in our Jesuit house, Ms Magdalina from 

Bolivia. A widow with two daughters, she had to cope with  
a lot of sufferings. But she used to greet me, ´siemprefeliz 

padre´. I was immensely touched by her attitude. It was a 
beautiful lesson to learn from a widow: to be always happy 
in life. After all, the purpose of life is happiness.

Lo siento - I am sorry:
I celebrated the Eucharist everyday for three years in 

the convent chapel of the Sisters of Santa Anna de Caridad. 
There was a nun, Sr Dominicana, 89 years old, who served as 
the sacristan of the chapel, who would ask pardon for every 
small mistake that she commits, most of which were very 
normal for her age. I experienced a great sense of joy in her. 
I learnt from her that only a person who admits his mistakes 
and reconciles with himself, could enjoy real peace.

La vidaes la escuela - Life is a school:
In the school of life, my unending lesson is to keep ever 

learning, to love one another, especially the poor, the children 
of the lesser God. It is the lesson of the Incarnation, which I 
learnt in all the Christmas celebrations in Spain.

Sueñoimposible - The impossible dream:
I was thrilled to walk along the 

streets of Alcala de Henares to take 
the touch of the epic writer of Spain, 
Miguel Servantes, who wrote the 
epic, Don Quijote.  The classic teaches 
us to dream the impossible dream. 
However limited my life may be, I 
have a dream that is bigger and nobler 
than me and that dream consumes 
all my days and nights.

El mundoesnuestra casa - The 
world is our home:

The house where I stayed 
used to host Fr Jon Sobrino SJ, the famous Jesuit liberation 
theologian from Spain, who is a missionary in Latin America. 
He inspired me to treat the entire world as our home. He 
instilled a spirit of universality that taught me to feel at home 
whereever I may be sent and to adapt myself to the culture 
and life style of the place.

Otromundoesposible - Another world is possible:
The year 2011 witnessed an outpouring of youthfulness 

in Madrid, thanks to the World Youth Day. Pope Benedict 
XVI and tens of thousands of youth from all over the world 
gathered to proclaim that another world is possible, however 
bleak the present may be. It made an indelible impression 
on  me. I strongly believe that the future is greater than the 
past for you and me.

Lessons for Life
I’ve learned from Spain

Justine Yasappan Emmanuel SJ (MDU) 
was in Spain for four years from 2009 to 
2013 for his Ph.D in mathematical models 
of engineering systems in the University 
of Comillas, ICAI, Madrid. 

By Justine Y. Emmanuel, SJ
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Kissing the cross,

O precious cross,

it blisters the lips

like the hot coal

held to Isaiah.

O holy  cross,

there is a body on it

with a deep wound

the wound dealt by the world

to the hopes of God.

O beautiful God

unrecognizable

who could not let us be

in our blind man’s bluff

our cruel humors

O spent flesh

that took on ours,

O banked fire

beyond extinguishing,

brand me.

Kissing the Cross

garden

By James S. Torrens, SJ 

Courtesy: America
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