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By Therese Vanier

Those who are homeless and those who open their doors reluctantly

Courtesy: The Tablet

garden

May oppressed people and those who oppress them, free each other. 
May those who are handicapped and those who think they are not, help each other.
May those who need someone to listen touch the hearts of those who are too busy.

May the homeless bring joy to those who open their doors reluctantly.
May the lonely heal those who think they are self-sufficient. 

May the poor melt the hearts of the rich.
May seekers for truth give life to those who are satisfied that they have found it. 

May the dying who do not wish to die be comforted by those who find it hard to live. 
May the unloved be allowed to unlock the hearts of those who cannot love.

May prisoners find true freedom and liberate others from fear. 
May those who sleep on the streets share their gentleness 

with those who cannot understand them. 
May the hungry tear the veil from the eyes of those who do not hunger after justice. 

May those who live without hope, cleanse the hearts of their brothers and sisters
who are afraid to live.

May the weak confound the strong and save them. 
May violence be absorbed by men and women of peace. 

May violence succumb to those who are totally vulnerable that we may be healed.
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By the time you receive this issue 
the year 2014 would have rolled 

down into the bottomless pit of history. 
Although it is gone, we cannot - should 
not - forget it. 

Did you notice that several things in 
2014 came in pairs? Two by two? 

In  October  the  U.N.  High 
Commissioner for Human Rights talked 
about the “twin plagues” that hit our 
world during the year. He was talking 
about  Ebola and ISIS (ISIL). “Both 
fomented quietly, neglected by a world 
that knew they existed but misread their 
terrible potential, before exploding into 
the global consciousness,” he said. 

In an insightful article in Time, 
Graham Allison said, “Both burst onto the 
scene this year, capturing imaginations as 
they spread with surprising speed and 
severity. About Ebola, the world knows 
a lot and is doing relatively little. About 
ISIS, we know relatively little but are 
doing a lot.” (Dec 15, 2014)

Blood is common to both. In the 
case of Ebola, the deadly disease, the 
infected person bleeds and dies. So far 
7518 people have died this way. ISIS 
(Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) is a group 
of hardcore Sunni Muslim militants that 
have proudly proclaimed their capacity 
for brutality  by unleashing a blood bath. 
Quickly they have become a synonym for 
“indiscriminate violence, mass murders, 
sexual slavery and apparently even 
attempted genocide.”  

Apart from the bicentennial of the 
Restoration of the Society, we Jesuits 
observed two other anniversaries in 
2014.

“One is the 40th anniversary of 
the 32nd General Congregation (GC 32), 
which famously affirmed the integral 
connection for the Jesuits of “the service 
of faith” and “promotion of justice” 
within their “preferential option for the 
poor,” said David O’Brien in an article 
in America (10 Nov ‘14). It amounted to 
saying, ‘If you forget the poor and the 
social justice they deserve, your religious 
faith is hollow and in vain.’ 

If what the founders referred to as 
‘salvation of souls’ really meant ‘service 
of faith and promotion of justice,’ then 
the implications for the traditional Jesuit 
ministries were enormous - especially 

JANUARY 2015
for education. If Jesuits were to serve 
not merely the human heart’s hunger for 
God but also the human family’s thirst 
for justice and peace, then what they did 
to educate their students and how they 
did it had to change. “The saintly Pedro 
Arrupe, SJ said this meant that the goal of 
Jesuit education was now the formation 
of “men [and women] for others,” says 
O’Brien. 

The other anniversary that we 
observed in 2014 came in November. 
Twenty five years ago, six Jesuits and 
their two domestic staff at the University 
of Central America in El Salvador were 
brutally murdered by the American-
trained military officers. The reason was 
exactly what GC 32 affirmed. Instead 
of confining themselves to traditional 
spirituality and academic education, the 
Jesuits actively worked for justice. 

The cruel assassinations triggered 
awareness and protests at which 
thousands of Jesuit students in the U.S. 
joined. But have things changed? Is 
the world a better place now? Are not 
innocent children brutally massacred as 
they were more than 2,000 years ago in and 
around Bethlehem? Isn’t the land where 
the Prince of Peace was born plagued by 
unceasing war and violence?

 Here in India, while Mr Narendra 
Modi, the Prime Minister, struggles to 
project an image of a leader who wants 
unity, peace and development, his cohorts 
are back to their old game of carrying out  
their  old divisive agenda. What will they 
do? What  will they be allowed to do?   

As we step into 2015 we cannot 
pretend to be deaf to these questions, 
but we need to hear other things that 
will quieten our anxious hearts and give 
us hope and energy. In the silent nights 
that follow sweltering days we need to 
hear the song of the angels. We need to 
hear the Father’s whisper that still affirms 
we are his beloved children and the 
Son’s assurance that he is with us till the 
end of time. We need to listen to all the 
prophets who echo these divine voices - 
like Pope Francis. Like Kailash Satyarthi. 
Like Malala Yousafzai. Like the countless 
men and women Religious whom we are 
called to celebrate in 2015 -  who spend 
sleepless nights to wake the world up.  

                                            - M.A.J.A.
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In  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0  t w o 
international forums took 
place which made the world 
stand up and take notice.  

These forums came up with goals for the 
next 15 years.

Education for All (EFA):  
One was ‘Education for All’ (EFA) 

in April of 2000, in the World Education 
Forum celebrated in Dakar, Senegal. 
Governments all over the globe and the 
international community committed 
themselves to the Education for All 
(EFA) Goals, to be realized by 2015. 
They undertook to ensure that by 2015 
all children, particularly girls, children 
in difficult circumstances and those 
belonging to ethnic minorities, have access 
to, and complete free and compulsory 
primary education of good quality. 

Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG): 

In September 2000, governments 
all over the globe and the international 
community subscribed to the ‘Millennium 
Development Goals’ (MDGs), two of 
them specifically dedicated to education. 
They were to be achieved by 2015.  That 
meant that by 2015 we would ensure that 
children everywhere, boys and girls alike, 
will be able to complete a full course of 
primary schooling. Another goal was to 
eliminate gender disparity in primary 
and secondary education, preferably by 
2005, and in all levels of education no 
later than 2015. 

Fact File: 
However, current statistics show 

that the world is far from meeting these 
goals. “Only 87 out of 100 children in the 
developing regions complete primary 
education” (UNDP, 2011). Progress for 
girls has lagged in most other parts of 
the developing world, and equal access 
to education in the early years remains 
a dream. In our own country millions 
of children are still out of school, in 
child labour and deprived of quality 
education.

Beyond 2015
The two main education milestones 

-  the United Nations Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), and the Dakar Education for All Goals (EFA) - 
both timelines end in 2015.  These goals have been in place for 14 years now. With 
only one year remaining, there is now a sense of anxiety, of urgency, ‘what now?’  
We know these ambitious goals have not been achieved. Shall we just be mute 
spectators and let others come up with some ideas?  I would think that now it 
is expedient that the Jesuits come up with their own Jesuit Education Goals for 
the next 10 years and work towards publicizing them and achieving them.  

Jesuit Education Goals (SJEG)
In the Knowledge Society that is emerging, a quality education is a non-

negotiable requirement. The truth is, India still remains a largely uneducated nation, 
in spite of statistics.  Our own RTE gives us a chance to move in this direction of 
making this fundamental right a reality. Dakar commitment is to Education for 
All (EFA). India is a partner to EFA. Universalizing Primary Education (UPE) 
is a UN World Millennium Goal. EFA is based on the fundamental premise that 

education is central to the promotion of human rights, social equality, democracy 
and economic growth 

Needed?
Are SJEG necessary? I think they are, for they provide an opportunity to 

show the country and the world that Jesuits are not just ‘school masters’ of the 
West but also ‘school masters’ of India. I think this is a wonderful opportunity to 
gift to the country our very own education goals.  After all we have the expertise 
and the resources.  Now is an opportune time to rise up to new challenges.  We are 
good at running some of the best schools in the country which are much sought 
after.  GC 35 now challenges us take a step forward “to promote advocacy as a 
new, yet rooted dimension of our apostolic mision” (Dec 8).  In short, it means, 
from running schools to ensuring that all children are in school.  To speak and 
advocate on their behalf.

 Strangely, in the founding clauses of the Formula of the Institute, 
marking the beginning of the Society of Jesus, education is not mentioned among 
its apostolic priorities.  But soon after, the Jesuits realized the importance of a 
strong formal schooling education in order “to help one’s neighbors” and thus 
their educative mission grew.  The discerned reality encouraged the first Jesuits 

In most parts of the developing world equal 
access to girls for quality education in the 

early years remains a dream. 
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to dedicate themselves to an education 
that is adapted to the “diverse places and 
times”. So strong was this discovery of 
an educational mission that before his 
death in 1556 St Ignatius had approved 
the founding of 40 schools in different 
countries.  

 However, in his time, formal 
education was only for a few people.  
The great majority of the population 
was illiterate and only received family 
or social education, which consisted of 
learning a job without attending school.  
Formal education, therefore, was for a 
minority.  Indeed, the rest of the society 
did not realize its relevance for their 
lives.

 The world has changed in the 
globalized 21st century.  A ‘society of 
knowledge’ is underway.  Nowadays, 
those who do not have formal education 
for at least 12 years will be denied the 
chance to develop their full potential 
and be fulfilled in society, lacking access 
to important assets in life; and will be 
condemned to poverty, unemployment 
and discrimination. The dignity of 
people, societies and quality of the 
national and international coexistence 

depend on the leveling of education for 
men and women.  Quality education is 
essential to society and to a world that 
acknowledges equality and dignity for 
everyone, to be able to share a culture of 
dialogue among equals, to live together 
within a globalized humanity, and to 

confront new realities that require a 
rereading of the educative mission of 
the Society of Jesus. 

Reasons why Jesuits should be 
educators:

 In the 16th century, Fr Diego 
de Ledesma, teacher at the Colegio 
Romano, gave 4 reasons why the Jesuits 
should work in the field of education.  
The first one being “because it provides 
people with many advantages for practical 
life.”  In spite of the fact that the majority 
of people learned their jobs outside of 
schools, it was clear that there was a 
need and utility for a good education 
in order to be able to engage in certain 
professions.  

Secondly,  Fr Ledesma says 
that educators “contribute to the correct 
management of public affairs and the 
appropriate development of laws”.  At the 
time of his writing, government was in 

the hands of a few, kings and princes 
surrounded by civil servants. They 
needed a competent bureaucracy.  

The third point he affirms is 
that good education brings “dignity, 
splendor and perfection to our rational nature.”  
Beyond the instrumental rationality so 

widespread in the modern development 
of science and technology, humanly 
reasonable objectives are based on the 
opportunity of a dignified life for all 
people.   

This leads us “to the defense and 
spread of faith in God,” - the fourth reason 
that Fr Ledesma comes up with. Those 
who believe in God’s love, the God who 
shows Gods’ self in the human face of 
Jesus, to live a religion that loves our 
neighbors as we love ourselves  and does 
not accept in any way reducing people 
to simple instruments used for others. 
As a result, we reject all forms of denial, 
exclusion, and discrimination of others.  

So we need to make a commitment 
to promote and defend quality education 
for everyone. We understand that in 
order to make this a reality in today’s 
society it is necessary to develop 
effective advocacy strategies to promote 

In India millions of children are still out of school,
in child labour and deprived of quality education.
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quality public education policies, while 
also practicing these in our own centres 
and institutions. Our educational 
communities ought to understand 
themselves as a small part of the entire 
global education system. 

Education is a Human Right 
For many decades now education 

is considered an inalienable right of all 
human beings. It was recognized as such 
in the 1948 Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and in our Constitutions. 
This is not just any right; it is a right 
without which it  is  practically 
impossible to access the rest of the 
human rights and enjoy fundamental 
liberties. 

However, the reality is that there 
are hundreds of thousands of people 
excluded from enjoying this right 
and the majority of the society is not 
even aware that this right exists. The 
recognition of this right implies a public 

obligation of the family, society, and the 
State, which together should jointly 
guarantee its fulfillment. 

In India after much struggle we 
have the Right to Free and Compulsory 
Education (RTE) Act enacted in 2010.  
We cannot be content with solely 

proclaiming this right, but instead we 
must commit ourselves to work in order 
to make this a reality for all people and 
societies. In order to do so, we consider 
it necessary to raise awareness about 
what ought to be done, about what 
needs to be changed in order to ensure 
that a quality education of 12 years 
reaches everyone, especially those who 
are deprived of this human right today. 

What can help us achieve a 
quality education for all:

1. Public policies
It is evident that the work of 

advocacy in public education policies 
is necessary. A systematic approach is 
needed in order to replicate successful 
experiences among the poor, so that 
public opinion is expressed through 
the means of communication. This may 
help a public consensus regarding this 
fundamental human right emerge and 
pressurize governments to make the 

necessary political decisions. 
2. Education to transform people 

and society  
Education transforms people 

and helps to facilitate their fulfillment 
as human beings.  It is the key to 
realizing and building the type of 

society that we all desire. We need 
a deep transformation in each of our 
countries to overcome poverty and 
create democratic, just, plural, and 
inclusive societies in which all people 
have the opportunity to develop their 
own freedom.  With more than half 
of the society excluded from receiving 
quality education, the opportunities are 
not balanced or attainable. Therefore 
the right to quality education from the 
perspective of the poor is of paramount 
importance to enable them to be active 
agents in social change. 

3. Not any ‘education’ but 
quality education 

Across the country there is a 
simmering unease with the education 
our 315 million children are getting 
now.  According to the ASER 2013 
survey report, 60% of class 3 children 
surveyed couldn’t read class I text.  
This gets worse with the higher classes.  

53% of class 5 students couldn’t read 
class 2 text.  A higher proportion was 
unable to deal with subtraction and 
division.  (TOI, 15 Sept 2014).   This 
is alarming and sad, because what is a 
basic human right and a public asset 
is not anything done in the name of 

Every Jesuit school should open one or two classrooms in the evenings 
to organize study classes for the neighborhood slum children. 
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education but a true quality education 
that achieves its purpose.  However, 
85% of underprivileged children drop 
out of school by class XII, not to mention 
the 12 million who never enroll.   To stem 
this gap all stakeholders must mutually 
support and work together to convert 
this principle of basic human right for 
a quality education into a measurable 
reality. 

4. Education Investment
All people have the right to the 

maximum level of education according 
to their capacities and their growing 
ability to respond successfully at each 
level.  That those who are deprived of 
economic resources cannot reach this 
level nor receive quality education is 

not acceptable. Education is the best 
investment the country can make for 
her children.  The non-formal education 
programmes that take education to 
the poorest are a step in the right 
direction.

5. Right to Education (RTE)
After the RTE came into being, 

there was much expectations that now 
the right to education would become a 
reality.  In truth, the government did its 
part (even though it took 65 years after 

Independence to gift it to our children), 
but in reality it still falls short.   A quick 
glance around our slums and villages 
will tell us that the right has not reached 
everyone; in fact many would not even 
be aware of this right.

SJ Education goals  -  The 
Strategy

We Jesuits can do this much 
better than anyone else. With a large 
network of educational institutions 
across the country we can spearhead this 
movement.  Where these international 
goals ended, we Jesuits could take off and 
launch our own country-wide campaign 
through the network of our education 
and social work Institutions to ensure 
that by the next ten years these goals 

are met. In this we could network with 
all Church-based instituions to have a 
greater impact.  We will be able to send 
out a strong message that the right to 
education should be recognized.  These 
goals are based on the fundamental 
premise that education is central to the 
promotion of human rights, social equality, 
democracy and economic growth.    

Education is one of the networks of 
the Global Ignatian Advocacy Network 
(GIAN), which was initiated after GC 

35.   All the networks have been asked 
to come up with an action plan.  We 
all know that ‘advocacy’ is a difficult 
subject and for many a no-no, since it 
involves getting into the public domain. 
But can we still do something within 
our ‘secure parameters’ to ensure every 
child is in school and bring about 
quality education?  I’m proposing two 
simple strategies which have been tried 
successfully by other organisations.

1. Every Child Counts (ECC)  -  
Jesuit campaign to ensure every child 
is in school

Our Christian calling beckons us 
to reach beyond our church compounds 
to such children.  I was inspired by 
the ‘Every Child Counts’ campaign  

launched by Doorstep School in Pune 
and would like to propose it to our 
Assistancy.  It is so simple and yet we 
can make a big change.  No, it does not 
cost much, there are no budgets; you 
don’t have to teach, that is not even 
necessary.  All it needs is initially a little 
bit of your time to befriend a child on the 
street, slum or village.  “Every child of six 
years of age is eligible to get admitted 
in a government school. Every child 
across the city, living in slums, societies, 

If every one of our institutions ‘adopted’ a nearby government school, 
we could not only be a catalyst but extend our islands of excellence. In 

this way we could become an inclusive school – a Kingdom School.
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footpaths, orphanages, houses, and 
bungalows. Every child whose parents 
are educated or not, willing or not, living 
or dead. Every child who is included 
in the census or not. Every child counts!”   
Jesus said, “Come to me, little children, 
for to you belongs the Kingdom of God”.  
Every child counts for Jesus and not one 
can be lost.   God cannot approve of any 
form of exclusion of his children.

How do we go about it?  The 
strategy is very simple:

1. Survey:  First, do a systematic 
survey around your parish or school and 
identify children of 6-8 years of age.  This 
can be easily done by assigning different 
areas to different people from the 
various parish associations so that the 
entire geographical area of the parish/
school is covered.  The survey should be 
detailed: name, age, address etc.

2. Enrolment:  After having done 
the survey and identified the children, 
go to the nearest Municipal school in 
the area and enroll these children.  Take 
the children and the survey details with 
you.   It is a simple procedure and they 
have to admit them.

3. Follow-up:  Your work doesn’t 
end here.  You must follow up with the 
child and the school to ensure regular 
attendance at least for one school term.   
Keep in regular contact to ensure the kid 
does not drop out of school.

Remember most of these out-
of-school children are from migrant 
families.   Immediate admission is 
necessary.  Another thing you can do till 
school re-opens is to invite them every 
day to the parish/ school for fun-time 
and a little bit of play-way learning to 
prepare him/her for school.  If there are 
many, organise a mini summer camp for 
them.  If this is not done, probably you 
won’t find them when school re-opens!  
We have to instil in them and their 
parents the importance of education.  
When school re-opens accompany them 
to school on the first day and identify 
yourself to the school authorities as their 
guardian.  The school will respect you 
for what you have done.  In REAP, every 
month the Supervisors have to report 
how many children have been enrolled 
in his/her area.

W h y  i s  t h i s  c a m p a i g n 
important?

The Right to Education (RTE) 
Act mentions free and compulsory 
education for every child.   However, 
there are out-of-school children because 
of: Lack of awareness about every child’s 
right to education - Absence of a system 
that ensures all children are going to 
school.- Limitation of Corporation 
school staff in reaching out to all non-
enrolled children.

The challenges that will have 
to be faced are: Reaching out to all 
individual and parish associations 
for volunteering in enrolment drive 
-To make a systematic and consistent 
campaign. - Locating out-of-school 
children of the 6-8 age groups within the 
vicinity of the parish/school - Ensuring 
availability in nearby government/
municipal schools - Providing transport 
if necessary to children staying away 
from schools.

- Convey problems and solutions 
to policy makers.  This is very important 
and can be done at the central level.  
We can advocate for the rights of the 
children and quality education.

Constitutional provisions alone 
cannot guarantee achievement of the 
right to education. The ultimate goal 
can be reached only through successful 
implementation of ideas by concerned 
people. There are marginalised sections 
of society, unaware and deprived of 
benefits of education. They call it their 
fate, we should call it our failure. If a 
certain part of the society is trailing on 
development, how can we dream of all-
inclusive growth? 

If all our institutions took this 
up seriously, we could ensure that no 
child is out of school and the county is 
100% literate. Let us fill the gap between 
vacant municipal/government schools 
and children out of school.  The Society’s 
contribution will be greatly recognised.   
For the sake of statistics and advocacy, 
this data could be collated by the JEA/
JESA for further advocacy work.

Kingdom Schools:  
Our schools are excellent places 

of learning.  Most of our schools are 
on prime land.  We could make more 

productive use of them.  Most schools 
function upto 4 pm.  After that till 
the next morning they are closed.  
I am proposing that every school 
opens one or two classrooms in the 
evenings to organize study classes 
for the neighborhood slum children.  
Parish youth, members of sodalities and 
Vincent de Paul societies, and retired 
teachers could offer their services.  There 
is no cost involved except if the school/
parish wants to provide a small snack 
to attract the children and payment to 
the peon.  The children could be invited 
for school functions like Children’s Day, 
sports, computer literacy, etc.  Imagine, 
if every one of our institutions ‘adopted’ 
a nearby government school, we could 
not only be a catalyst but extend our 
islands of excellence to cover them as 
well.  In this way we could become an 
inclusive school – a Kingdom School.

At the last  meeting of  the 
Assistancy Secretaries with the POSA 
it was decided that every Province 
makes a commitment. They could 
select one or two schools and develop 
a working model for the development 
of the neighborhood.  This should be 
a time-bound plan.  And we should 
move beyond our schools to the 
neighbourhood.  Gradually the number 
of schools involved could be increased.

Spread the Message 
School assemblies could focus 

on issues of RTE, child labour, Right 
to Education, quality education  and 
activities like  debates, essay-writing, 
project work, articles in the secular  
press etc should be undertaken.  It 
was decided that a Core Team with 
JEA, JEPASA & JESA would plan, 
coordinate and take responsibility for 
the Campaign.



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India JANUARY 2015                                10 

‘Who will speak if I don’t?’
- play in Mumbai stirs hearts

To commemorate 25th anniversary of the maryrdom of  
El Salvador Jesuits, St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai hosted two 
performances of the play, “A Peasant of El Salvador”.  The AICUF 
unit of the college, under the guidance of Fr Prashant Olalekar, 
made arrangements for this play to be performed in the college 
hall on 22 Nov ‘14. 

Originally written by Peter Gould and Stephen Stearns, the 
play was staged by the Mumbai-based theatre company, QTP. This 
is the story of a Salvadoran farmer and his family, set within the 
context of the political and economic turmoil of the 1970s.  This 
peasant, like most of his compatriots, is a simple, peace-loving 
farmer who is content to live out his life in a small corner of the 
country. His idyllic existence, however, is torn apart by economic 
policies which favour the big companies and marginalize the 
subsistence farmers.  The Church, led by Archbishop Romero, 

valiantly takes up the cause of the marginalized, but the government 
violently represses all who raise their voices in protest. 

Using a minimum of props, the three actors alternately 
switched roles to portray different characters in the story. It was a 
brilliant performance which drew the audience deeper and deeper 
into the heart of a tragedy.  There were snatches of humour which 
provided relief but did not take away from the seriousness of the 
issues raised. 

An open discussion at the end of the performance enabled 
the audience to internalize this experience and recognize its 
relevance for our own times.  Fr Prashant, who was the driving 
force behind this event, has this to say, “This year, the Society of 
Jesus is celebrating the 40th anniversary of GC 32 held in 1974, 
the path-breaking event which fired up many Jesuits worldwide 
to proclaim a faith that does justice and to pay the price even 
with their lives. I see this play as an appropriate attempt to re-
educate all people of goodwill about our faith-justice commitment 
at a time when the poor and the environment are being rapidly 
impoverished.”  

‘A Peasant of El Salvador’ is a play that invites its audience 
to move beyond comfort zones and engage in the crucial issues 
of our times.  

On the one hand, this performance left us with a sense of 
unease in the face of injustice and our apparent powerlessness to 
do anything. On the other hand, it also stirred up a deeper desire 
to enter into the lives of the poor and speak up for them. We were 
left with this challenge ringing in our ears “Who will speak for the 
poor and voiceless?  Who will speak if I don’t?” 

- Luke Rodrigues, SJ

‘Diversity is God’s design’
- an interfaith weekend in Delhi

On 13 Dec ‘14, 23 youth from diverse faith traditions (13 
Muslims, 7 Hindus and 3 Christians) participated in an interfaith 
youth weekend jointly organized by Interfaith Coalition for Peace, 
Zakat Foundation, Henry Martyn Institute, an International Center 
for Research, Interfaith Relations and Reconciliation and Islamic 
Studies Association. It was held at Navinta, the Delhi Archdiocesan 
Retreat Centre. Ms Marina D’ Costa and Mr Deepak Raj from 
Mumbai and Chennai respectively conducted the program. Prof 
Deepali Bhanot, Ghulaam Rasool and Victor Edwin SJ worked 
with the core team in organizing the program.

Through discussion, sharing and presentations the 
participants emphasized that India is like a salad bowl and 
diversity marks her uniqueness and enhances her beauty. 
Diversity is clearly a part of God’s design and purpose for our 
universe and for us humans. India has the unique distinction of 
having had the experience of diversity of cultures and religions 
for several thousand years. It has led to opening many new doors 
and creating many opportunities for new and beautiful ways of 
integration and mutual enrichment. It has also created at times 
conflicts and confrontations which have brought a lot of pain and 
problems to people. 

The participants asked themselves and one another, ‘who 
will contribute to recreate God’s beautiful world?’ They felt that it is 
we humans who have the endowments given to us to create a new 
world, a new people. “We need to have the awareness to know and 
understand where we are,” affirmed one of the participants. They 
clearly noted that they have also the power to choose. “We can 
make wise and appropriate decisions that will make a difference 
to today’s world conditions and replace it with a new climate and 
relationships”, said another youth. 

They observed that they realize that it is not an easy goal 
to achieve, but it is possible if we multiply our human capital, 
increase our social capital and create networks and bonding and 
thus evolve a new way of being human.

They also affirmed the critical importance of the universal 
and inviolable rights and duties of the human person including the 
right to worship according to one’s conscience in order to establish 
peace among peoples. They stressed that they realize that human 
rights as the substance of peaceful world order. They noted that 
peace consists in the promotion, safeguarding and defense of 
human rights at every level of social life, whether interpersonal, 
social, political, international, or global. They resolved to work with 
all people of good will, for peace and justice in the world.

- Victor Edwin, SJ

jesuits - assistancy
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Roy Fernando, SJ, who belongs to the Sri Lankan Province, did 
his tertianship at SHC, Shembaganur, Tamil Madu.

By Roy Fernando, SJ

I realized something was happening within me 
as I went through the month long ‘experiment’; 
something quieter, deeper, and less immediately 

obvious: a spiritual renewal that Ignatius desired to draw a 
Jesuit ‘deeper’ into the experience of the reality of God and 
His people in the world. I realized that this ‘growing deeper’ 
into God was significant to Tertianship. 

My ‘experiment’ as a Jesuit Tertian at Shembaganur took 
me to Anbu-Illam or ‘House of Love’ in Salem, Tamilnadu. 
There I joined the Brothers of the Missionaries of Charity and 
engaged in caring for the physically and mentally challenged 
people. It was a privilege to be with them, care for them and 
listen to them as they shared what the ‘House of Love’ meant 
for them, where they could enjoy each other’s company and 
create a happy memory together. I was surprised to see 
that these physically and mentally challenged with special 
abilities, presenting an inspiring model to love and to care 
for one another. The brokenness of these people unveils the 
brokenness of one’s heart. They bring one to the inner sanctum 
of one’s heart in new ways; ways in which one comes to see 
that God has faithfully woven a web of serenity and grace 
amidst the experiences of community, service and prayer in 
this month long ‘elective ministry’.  

The Ignatian ‘experiment’ is primarily an ‘elective 
ministry’ because I was allowed to discern and choose the place 
of ‘ministry’ with the guidance of the Tertian instructors, Frs. 
Michael and Arul Sivan based on the ‘grace’ or the ‘personal 
vocation’ I received during the long retreat. Coming from Sri 
Lanka where the impact of violence and brutality of a vicious 
war still haunts the wounded psyche of my people. I arrived 
at the realization that my ‘personal vocation’ is healing and 
reconciliation; this realization occurred through a gradual 
process of movement from the first week to the fourth week. 

In the first week of the Exercises I realized I am a sinner 
being healed and reconciled: a God’s gift to myself. So too, 
Jesus is a healer and reconciler:  a gift of God to me. In Jesus 

as the healer and reconciler, God is present in the world; this 
is the dynamics of the second week. In the third week I grew 
to the ‘depth’ to feel and know that God died in Jesus for 
Healing and Reconciliation: in Jesus, God labors in the world. 
What is significant is that in the fourth week of the Spiritual 
Exercises I came to the realization that God is the source of 
this healing and reconciliation. Ultimately, God is the Healer 
and Reconciler; God is the Gift.  Therefore, I am gradually 
drawn into the mission of being a healer and reconciler in the 
world. 

Amazingly, this spiritual undercurrent, although quiet, 
was powerfully present as I went through the month long 
Ignatian ‘experiment’. The ‘experiment’ is a graceful period 
where the ‘conceptual’ and ‘spiritual depth’ I received during 
the long retreat is literally tested to the core of my Jesuit 
identity. In the first week of the ‘experiment’; initially it 
is natural to grapple with the thought of considering the 
‘differently’ special people as God’s gift. However, it is this 
spiritual and conceptual ‘tension’ that created a context as 
I moved through the other three weeks of the ‘experiment’ 
to see myself and all things in the light of God’s love. I learnt  
attentive and responsive to the ways in which God is always 
alive and at work, always loving, in all things, even in the midst 
of darkness and confusion. My mission is to help people know 
how passionately God loves them and how deeply God desires 
that they experience healing, reconciliation and fullness of 
life. What is significant is that, finally, in the ‘brokenness’ of 
the physically and mentally challenged ones, in their love and 
concern, it is I who emerged as one healed and reconciled.

I marveled at the spiritual depth to which Spiritual 
Exercises could lead me into. I realized that the ‘experiment’ 
context mirrors the world where the long retreat continues 
to unfold. The Gospel scenes, lovingly contemplated during 
the Spiritual Exercises, come to life in the real world. That is 
where  the ‘personal vocation’ to be a  healer and reconciler 
begins to be lived out. Above all, the ‘experiments’ reminded 
me of my fragility in front of God’s face. The challenge for me 
is to go deeper, to see God in the context of Sri Lanka, as the 
Healer and Reconciler and to “undo the knots which prevent 
people from encountering one another, heal the wounds that 
bleed, and rekindle hope” as Pope Francis invites us to do. 

To rekindle hope



between us
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The World Christian Life 
Community (CLC) is a public association 
of the lay faithful present in 75 countries across 
the world. Its new President, Mr Mauricio 
López, is the first person from Latin America 
to hold this post. Mauricio hails from Mexico 
and now lives with his wife in Quito, Ecuador.  In 
this interview, he speaks to Luke Rodrigues, 
SJ, a member of Jivan’s Advisory Board and 
its Rome correspondent, about current trends 
in this Lay Ignatian Community:

Welcome, Mauricio.  First of all, 
please explain to the readers of Jivan 
what exactly CLC is. 

CLC is a Lay Association whose 
members seek to follow Christ more 
closely and work with Him for building 

up the Kingdom.  We gather together 
in small groups to reflect on how God 
is acting in our lives and to discern how 
we can best respond to that presence. 
Ignatian Spirituality is the specific 
characteristic of this lay body.  

G o i n g  b e y o n d  a n y  f o r m a l 
definition, I would say that CLC is a 
lived reality, a way of life. We are a body 
in process, a body that represents the 
desire of Ignatian Laity to live out our 
faith more deeply.  Obviously, we have 
a very close relation with the Society 
of Jesus, and we treasure our precious 
inheritance of Ignatian Spirituality and 
the Spiritual Exercises. 

I can confidently say that CLC is 
a gift from God to the Church of today. 

We are gradually spreading around 
the world and are now present in over 
70 countries. We have around 25,000 
adult members, people with a strong 
commitment to connect everyday life 
with the Kingdom of God. 

What impact has CLC had on 
your personal life?

My contact with CLC began 
already in a Jesuit High School. The 
Jesuits there invited a group of us 
to come together and reflect on the 
questions of life that troubled us at that 
age. CLC offered me a space in which I 
could be myself.  The Ignatian formation 
received there helped me respond to 
difficult questions.  It also challenged 
me to move beyond myself towards 
others.  

Going through the Spiritual 
Exercises was a transforming experience 
for me. This experience opened me up to 
a wider concept of mission and helped 
me discern my call in life.  I must also add 
that it was at a CLC programme where 
I first met my future wife Ana Lucía!  I 
am ever so grateful for this priceless 
treasure.  

I perhaps speak for many CLC 
members across the world when 
acknowledging the debt of gratitude 
we owe to the Society of Jesus.  Many of 
us are blessed to have known inspiring 
Jesuits who have been our guides and 
our friends.  I must also mention the 
important role played by religious 
Sisters who generously accompany us 
along our journey. 

What are the major trends and 
directions in World CLC? 

Many important landmarks 
have shaped the vision of the world 
community.  I mention only one here 
– the World Assembly that took place 
in Beirut, Lebanon in August 2013.  

Ignatian Laity:
Activities & Aspirations

interview

interview with

Mauricio 
López, 
the new

CLC president
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Within the structure of CLC, the World 
Assembly plays a role similar to that of 
a General Congregation in the Society 
of Jesus. 

It was a bold decision to hold our 
Assembly in the Middle East and we 
did experience some fear and anxiety.
However, there was a strong desire in 
the community to connect with our 

Christian roots in that region. It was 
also a strong sign of solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters who are suffering 
intense persecution in those lands.  was 
“From our Roots to the Frontiers”.  It 
was wonderful to be there, to participate 
in this intercultural reality and in some 
way, to feel at home in the frontiers. 

What did you feel when you 
were elected President of World CLC 
at this Assembly?

I felt – and still feel – overwhelmed 
about this. At a relatively young age  
of 37 years, I was being called to lead 
a growing and vibrant worldwide 
Association.  However, this was the 
outcome of a community discernment, 
and I have faith that the Lord was 
speaking through this discernment. 
The Lord who has called me to this 
responsibility will give me the grace to 
carry it through. 

Fortunately, we have an Executive 
Council composed of competent 
members from diverse backgrounds. It 
is exciting to work closely with a team 

that has so much competence and so 
much potential. 

What are some of the outcomes 
of the Lebanon Assembly? 

The Assembly gave a clear call to 
go deep into our Ignatian roots and then 
take this charism out to the frontiers.  
Our Ecclesiastical Assistant is Fr Adolfo 

Nicolás SJ, the Superior General of the 
Jesuits.  Fr Nicolás urged us to discover 
the power of Wisdom Language and use 
this in our work at the frontiers.

In the areas of apostolic action, 
we identified four frontiers – Family, 
Poverty, Ecology and Youth. In each of 
these areas, we seek to identify groups 
who are marginalized and be a voice for 
these groups. Our material resources 
may be limited, but we have a rich 
resource in Ignatian Spirituality. This 
spirituality gives us tools that help us 
understand the dynamics operating 
in society. More importantly, it gives 
us skills to accompany people in our 
common mission of building a better 
world. 

It is interesting to note this wide 
range of frontiers, but all this could 
become a bit overwhelming.  Do you 
have any immediate priorities?

In line with the current events in 
the Church, we are focussing on ‘Family’ 
in a very special way. This is an exciting 
time in the Church with Pope Francis 

interview

opening up doors and new perspectives.  
In preparation for the Synod, we sent in 
our inputs and views to the Pontifical 
Council for the Family and have also 
participated in several pre-Synod 
forums of the Laity. We feel called on 
the one hand to accompany couples in 
living out their commitment and on the 
other hand to be open to new realities 
of the family.  

Another area of focus is that of 
Wisdom Language.  Fr Nicolás pointed 
out that we as lay people were living 
in a midst of a changing reality.  This 
is a reality that is often shaped by 
people of other faiths or by an excessive 
secularism.  In such a situation, we need 
to discover a new language – a language 
that enables us to talk about God in a 
way that is understood by the other 
while yet being faithful to our tradition. 
This is a challenge that we are gladly 
taking up, counting on the ongoing 
support of the Jesuits. 

You are perhaps aware, Mauricio, 
that South Asia is the Assistancy with 
the largest number of Jesuits. Do you 
have any special message for us? 

Well …. This is not really a message 
but a request. It appears to me that you 
in Asia have a special sensitivity to the 
presence of the Divine in the world.  You 
come across as people who are in tune 
with the rhythm of God. I also notice 
that Jesuits in South Asia place a lot 
of stress on being prophets in today’s 
world.  As lay people, we continue to 
look to you for guidance and inspiration. 
My request is that you help us in CLC 
to be attentive to the movements of the 
Spirit in the world.  Help us to broaden 
our horizons and understand better the 
depth of our lay vocation.  At the same 
time, I think CLC can play a greater role 
in South Asia.  It would be wonderful 
if CLC can join hands more effectively 
with the Society of Jesus in order to take 
our common charism to new places.  I 
hope we can find ways towards a more 
fruitful collaboration, a collaboration 
that would surely enrich the whole 
Ignatian Family in South Asia. 

In the areas of apostolic action, we identified 
four frontiers – Family, Poverty, Ecology

 and Youth. In each of these areas, 
   we seek to identify groups
       who are marginalized and be a 

         voice for these groups.
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The JCSA met at Phesama, 
Nagaland from 27 Oct to 1 
Nov 2014 for its biannual 
meeting. Fr General was to 

attend this meeting and this was a great 
expectation for many, especially in the 
Region. Unfortunately, he could not make 
it due to his ill health. A 1000 hour bandh 
call meant that 12 of the  participants could 
not attend the inaugural Eucharist on 27 
evening, when Fr Edward Mudavassery 
handed over the baton to Fr George Pattery 
to lead the Conference as POSA. The 
presence of not only Fr Lisbert D’Souza 
(ASM) but also that of Fr Daniel Huang 
(JCAP), both General Counsellors of Fr 
General, was very much appreciated. Fr 
Edward Mudavassery was thanked for his 
services.  

Fr George Pattery, in his maiden 
speech to the JCSA delegates, talked 

much about the “Francis Effect”, indicating 
the road he intends taking. He said that he 
was happy and humbled to learn from his 
reading how the Holy Father has struggled 
with himself to become what he is today - an 
inspiring leader the world looks up to. He 
used the metaphor of a fluttering butterfly, 
delicate, insignificant and yet, making a 
difference in the universe. The effort of 
the Conference to bring about the innate 
connectedness of every province in the 
Conference with the universal Society is 
similarly significant. 

28 Oct was the first full day of work. 
This year, a panel of four resource persons 
was invited to share their views. Frs Julian 
Fernandes, former Regional Assistant, 
Rudolf Heredia, reputed sociologist, Jerry 
Rosario, a pastor and Francis Gonsalves, 
a theologian took up the theme of 
‘Recognizing the Kairos Moment in South 
Asia’ and challenged the participants 
to respond to it. They had conferred a 
number of times before and so the panel 
turned out to be well-coordinated. They 

came from governance, social science, 
pastoral and theological perspectives, each 
complementing the other. 

Fr Heredia challenged the Jesuit 
imagination in his presentation in the context 
of anti-minority, neo-liberal capitalism that 
goes with religious fundamentalism and 
posed these questions for group discussion 
that followed the presentations: What are 
the structures in place for a transformative 
leadership? .. .  For accompanying 
accountability? How can there be a renewal, 
spiritual or otherwise, if those responsible 
for this don’t measure up to facilitating this? 

How can we respond to this crisis at various 
levels without ‘scapegoating’ or postponing 
or ... ? Where are the fora for this? ... Does 
the “Francis effect” in the Church teach us 
anything for the Society?  

Fr Francis Gonsalves led the group 
to recognise Kairoi in persons, times 
and spaces. He spoke of the Jesuit 
MNC, meaning Magis, Networking, 
Companionship and challenged the group 
to go whole heartedly for collaboration. 
His question to the group was: Given the 
‘least’ community we have opted for (tribals, 
dalits, children, women), what “imagined 
community” (dream) do we envisage for 
them in which they will have a decent 
human “identity”?What “missionary space” 
(hardware-software) will we opt for, occupy 
and optimize so as to truly be ‘men on the 
‘margins’ & ‘fires that kindle other fires’? 

Fr Jerry Rosario came up with 
concrete suggestions with regard to 
revisiting decrees of earlier congregations, 
31-35, reflections on Grades and posed the 
following question for group reflection: What 

critical contributions and creative changes 
or initiatives the Jesuits of SA can make 
to GC 36?  

Finally Fr Julian Fernandes too came 
up with very concrete suggestions regarding 
restructuring, laying stress on Mission, not 
Province, and challenging JCSA to take 
bold steps and restructure. His questions 
to the group were: ... What are the new 
frontiers that beckon us, for which we would 
be ready to joyfully sacrifice our securities? 
What radical restructuring of the Assistancy 
and provinces do you consider necessary? 
And what are the structures, ‘successful’ 
models we need to adopt? What are the 
blocks that prevent us from being open to 
the Spirit in true interior freedom?

The group discussions revealed a 
great sense of openness and willingness 
to go ahead. Our panelists painted dark 
pictures of the present reality but left us 
finally with the Kairos moment of challenges 
and future hope. 

The second day began with an 
address by Fr Lisbert D’Souza, looking 
at the JCSA from the perspective of the 
Universal Society. Fr General was to 
deliver this address. Fr Lisbert D’Souza 
dealt with restructuring, giving details of 
what is happening in other Conferences. 
He said that wherever there have been 
spiritual/apostolic processes, allowing 
resistances, prejudices to surface, the 
restructuring efforts have been successful. 
This Restructuring is for Mission, the 
real needs of the people. Our Strategic 
Apostolic Planning (SAP) has to be done 
in that light. Most of the provinces of 
our Conference have in their first phase 
looked at Restructuring from the Province 
perspective. Now they need to go to the 
next phase, taking in the perspective of 
not just the Conference but the universal 
Society and plan their Restructuring 
accordingly.  

Fr. Lisbert D’Souza dwelt on three 
issues: 1. Quality education for the poor, 
which cannot be achieved except through 
networking, both internally and externally. 
2. Protection of minors. 3. Frontier Missions 
of JCSA. Migration and Communalism were 
the chosen frontier missions. However, we 
do not seem to have progressed much. Fr 
Lisbert also spoke of GIAN (Global Ignatian 
Apostolic Network), another area that needs 
our attention. 

jesuits - assistancy

‘The Francis Effect’
JCSA meet at Phesama
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This was followed by Fr Daniel 
Huang, Regional Assistant for Jesuit 
Conference of Asia-Pacific (JCAP) & 
General Counsellor. Representing our 
neighbouring Conference, he presented 
lights and shadows of his Conference that 
brought out a number of common concerns. 
In the absence of Fr. Paul Martin of Guyana 
Mission, Fr. Sebasti L. Raj, the provincial 
of Madurai, placed before us a view of the 
Guyana Mission.On behalf of the Guyana 
Mission he expressed gratitude for the 
personnel given and placed the needs of 
the Mission before JCSA. 

Even though documents were sent 
well in advance, time was allotted to read or 
re-read them. This structural help aided the 
participants to make informed contributions 
in the discussions. 

The two sharings, one from JCAP 
and the other from Guyana, dwelt both on 
lights and shadows, indirectly reminding us 
that we need to acknowledge the positive 
aspects before we zero in on the negative 
side. 

Unlike most meetings business 
matters were placed before the group well in 
advance, even though they would be taken 
up for deliberations later. Thus another 
structural help was provided to make well 
thought-out suggestions. Time-line for 
actions was set, another structural help 
to ensure that plans were implemented. 
Restructuring, Intellectual Apostolate, Child 
Protection, Ignatian Scholars’ Programme, 
unified effort towards Faith-Justice-
Collaboration, GC 36, South Asia Jesuit 
Theologians’ Forum, solidarity fund, ACF 
commission to review formation, Think-tank 
on interface between secretariats, JCSA 
Development Director like that of PDD were 
the topics enumerated. 

In between, we had time for silent, 
prayerful reflection, another structural help 
to listen to the voice of the Spirit. 

One of the major concerns expressed 
was that of formation. The need of formation 
of formators and on-going psycho-spiritual 
guidance was expressed. In the last session, 
the Assistancy Delegate for Formation 
(ADF) gave a report of the meeting of the 
Assistancy Commission for Formation 
(ACF). It was heartening to realise that 
the concerns of the JCSA were also felt by 
the ACF and to learn they have come up 
with concrete plans to address this need.  
Another concern was that we have not 
worked out our priorities at the JCSA level. 
The group will take this up and ensure that 
we set our common priorities. A very special 
concern was expressed for the protection 
of children under our care and vulnerable 
adults that work in our institutions. We have 

We, the members of JCSA, gathered at Phesama, Nagaland, from 27 Oct to 
1 Nov 2014, after much sharing, discussion, discernment and inspired by a palpable 
experience of the Spirit at work among us, desire to give a generous and bold 
response to the invitation of Fr General regarding restructuring at the JCSA level. 

We recognize the “kairos” in the church, in the style and ministry of Pope Francis, 
in the paschal joy experienced by our companions at the bicentenary celebrations of 
the restoration of the Society and in the imminent convocation of GC 36. 

We are happy that we have completed the first level of restructuring by reflecting 
on our ministries, resources and challenges at the province level. At this juncture 
the Spirit is decisively challenging and leading us to move into the next level of 
restructuring in the South Asian Assistancy as a corporate body.

We invite every member of the South Asia Assistancy to acknowledge and 
to rediscover, in practice, that our Jesuit vocation is to the universal Society. We 
join the Society of Jesus, not a province, and are available to be sent anywhere on 
mission.  At this historical juncture, called to play a significant role in the universal 
Society, JCSA takes on the challenge of living the creative tension of our mission 
that is both universal and local.

We are impelled to let go ‘even successful models, structures’, and attachments 
(personal and institutional) which block us from searching for the magis of more interior 
freedom for greater and more universal availability. As we strive for renewal of our 
structures at the service of our mission, we remind ourselves that we are invited to 
creative fidelity, leaving aside all traces of mediocrity. 

We call upon every member of the South Asian Assistancy to enter upon a 
process of Ignatian discernment to take up frontier missions with ‘commitment, 
competency and collaboration’.  We want to launch structural planning, at the province 
and the conference levels, keeping in mind the need to optimize our human and 
material resources.

Concretely we plan: 
•	 to	 collectively	 go	 through	 	 a	 genuine	 spiritual	 process	 of	 	 Ignatian	

discernment to overcome our inordinate attachments (personal and institutional), if 
any, and to accept at the depth level the mandate of restructuring for greater apostolic 
efficacy. 

•	 to	 set	 aside	5%	of	 our	men	 for	 the	 common	works	 of	 the	South	Asian	
Conference	and	5%	for	the	needs	of	the	universal	Society.	

•	 to	take	forward	the	process	of	redrawing	province	boundaries	for	greater	
apostolic availability, without being unduly conditioned by the exigencies of  language, 
culture and civil borders.

•	 to	revisit	our	formation	programme	in	order	to	instil	in	our	men	a	greater	
passion for Christ and His mission, and to become learned, and skilled in ministries, 
imbued with the spirit of collaboration and dialogue.

•	 to	work	 out	 a	 viable	 and	 concrete	 programme	 of	 collaboration	 at	 the	
inter-provincial, zonal and assistancy levels, and thus maximize the use of our 
resources.

•	 to	rationalize	our	commissions	at	province,	zone	and	Conference	levels.
•	 to	support	structures	of	collaboration	with	the	Ignatian	family	of	the	laity	and	

the religious,  in order to promote the Ignatian charism.
•	 to	revisit	 the	statutes	of	 the	JCSA	in	view	of	giving	structural	support	 to	

collaboration at province, zone, Conference and international levels and to achieve 
greater viability and vibrancy in our mission.

Trusting the ‘special grace’ that we received at JCSA-Phesama, we invite each 
and every member of the South Asian Assistancy to think as a corporate body and to 
join in the spiritual process of structural renewal at all levels.  We seek the assistance 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede with her Son so that we may carry forward 
this mission of renewal of structures in His way for the Greater Glory of God.

                                                                                      - George Pattery, SJ
                                                                                  Provincial of South Asia

JCSA: PHESAMA STATEMENT – 2014           

jesuits - assistancy
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already set a detailed protocol and all were 
reminded to adhere to it.  

The third day began with deliberations 
on the need for a second Regional Assistant 
(RA) and the group came to a unanimous 
conclusion that we need to ask for a second 
RA. The process will continue now on and 
the terna will be presented to Fr. General 
during GC 36. This will give us enough time 
to reflect further to find the right candidates 
and have a larger group, Provincials and 
delegates at the GC to take part in the 
process of selecting a terna. 

The second point taken up was 
finances. The Conference realises the need 
of extending a helping hand to those in need 
and has made provisions for the same. 

Half a day was assigned to visit a 
couple of institutions of Kohima Region, 
a practice that gives everyone a chance 
to have a glimpse of the ministry in the 
area. With scant means the Region has 
undertaken various ministries with people’s 
participation. It is heartening to see that 
the Region receives a good number of 
vocations. Perhaps the challenges attract 
the youth more than anything else.

The fourth day began with group 
discussion on Restructuring. A number 
of us were under the impression that 
Restructuring was meant for the Western 
world due to alarmingly low numbers. In 
our reports most of us felt that we are 
quite viable. However, we were thinking of 
viability and vibrancy in terms of our own 
provinces. We realized that though we join 
a province, it is the Society that we join and 
our viability and vibrancy must be seen from 
the perspective of the universal Society 
and frontier missions that we are called 
upon to undertake at the province, zone, 
Conference and universal levels. 

The Provincials felt that the light 
that had enabled them to see things in 
the perspective of the universal Society 
must be shared with the others in their 
respective provinces. With this aim in mind, 
the group decided to bring out a statement 
to help percolate this understanding. This 
statement could be taken up at the level of 
Province Commission of Ministries (PCM) 
and the PCM in turn take it up at the levels of 
Jesuit Districts and various Commissions. 

Collaboration is another major area 
that the group deliberated on. The need 
for collaboration is felt at both internal and 
external levels; collaboration at the inter-
ministry, zone, conference and universal 
levels among the Jesuits as well as with 
laity, Ignatian family and other Religious 
co-workers in the mission. One of the major 
areas of collaboration at the internal level is 
sharing of human resource. The provincials 

reiterated their commitment made earlier 
to	 set	 aside	 5%	 of	 the	 workforce	 for	
Conference	needs	and	5%	for	the	needs	of	
the universal society. Each one was to come 
up with a concrete offer by the time of the 
next meeting of JCSA. JCSA is committed 
to the Afghan mission and that commitment 
stands. However, in the light of the present 
scenario, we may need to give a serious 
thought to change our way of operating 
and find ways and means to continue to 
be effective. 

Fr General has a project to support 
two scholastics per Conference per year 
to stay at Gesu and study Philosophy/
Theology in Rome. The Provinces are to 
suggest names to the POSA of those who 
show talents to take up formation work in 
future, either in the Province or Conference 
or elsewhere. This is a mutually beneficent 
scheme. The young Jesuit concerned gets 
wider exposure which in turn is bound to 
help the mother province or the universal 
mission. 

The afternoon sessions were devoted 
to Zonal level sharing and discussions. 
Names of possible candidates for various 
posts in our common houses were 
discussed. The zones also shared what 
they had done at the levels of the provinces 
and zone to commemorate the 200th 
Anniversary of Restoration of the Society. 
The West Zone shared one interesting 
way of celebrating. The communities in 
Nashik went to the local Bishop and offered 
themselves to him for the service of the 
Church in and through his diocese. 

Another area for reflection was our 
commitment to intellectual ministry. Higher 
education is one way of concretising this 
ministry. A number of provinces have 
started institutions of higher education. 
The group felt the need to reflect on how 
these institutions are serving our mission. 
They also felt the need of laying down 
common policy as well as think in the line 
of collaboration especially in this area of our 
ministry to the youth. 

On the fifth and final day,the group 
took up Fr. General’s response to our ex-
officio letters. Fr. General has exhorted us to 
work for peace at various levels. We accept 
this call and pledge ourselves to answer this 
call with concrete action at the local, district, 
commission and province levels. 

Personnel is one major area of 
collaboration, finance is the other. Keeping 
in mind this spirit of sharing POSA told the 
group of some funds at his disposal, to be 
used for the poor. The group formulated 
rules and regulations for the disbursement 
and use of this fund. 

Provincials coming together, 
discussing issues, discerning and coming 
up with action plans is good, but not 
enough. All the provinces must be made 
aware of what is going on, not just by a 
general report in Jivan but also through 
communication to the provinces. This time, 
the major issue taken up for discernment 
was that of Restructuring. Keeping in mind 
resistances to this process from some 
quarters, JCSA formulated a Statement that 
would be sent to the provinces for reflection 
and follow up. 

JCSA is gearing up for GC 36. The 
meeting next November will be with the 
elected delegates. One of crucial issues to 
be taken up there for further deliberation will 
be the second RA. We look forward to this 
Kairos moment, the moment of Grace for 
the whole Society and pray for its success.

The JCSA meets twice a year, once 
around end February and again towards the 
end of October. Regular meetings may tend 
to get into the rut. But this one was different. 
There was a palpable presence of the Spirit, 
and a great openness to cooperate and 
collaborate. Perhaps the Lord has used the 
fact of 9 new provincials, regional superiors, 
including	POSA	(42.86%)	to	pour	the	Spirit	
of newness in JCSA. Even though as many 
as 8 Provincials are newly appointed, 
with none of them having the experience 
of the Colloquium for new Provincials, 
the group jelled well. There was a great 
openness, camaraderie and willingness 
to help locally and universally.There was 
an effort, a successful one, to arrive at 
consensus rather than take the short route 
of ‘majority wins’ with concomitant danger of 
majoritarianism, stifling the still small voice 
of the Spirit. 

Fr. Daniel Huang, General Counsellor 
and Regional Assistant for Asia Pacific, not 
only looked like a local but acted like one, 
easily mixing with one and all, afraid to hurt 
anyone, but at the same time expressing his 
views as and when necessary. 

The hospitality of this remote Region 
of Kohima was extraordinary and everything 
was meticulously organized The Regional 
Superior was the soul, felt everywhere but 
neither seen nor heard. The local superior, 
Fr Anand, was the arm that moved and did 
things with a team of both Jesuit and lay 
co-workers. To ensure our safety they had 
even got a police escort. The group was 
given a glimpse of the Jesuit mission as well 
as the local cultural heritage. The smiles on 
the faces of the Jesuits and their co-workers 
were contagious. 

We were made to feel it was indeed 
the Society of love.             

                - Francis G. Parmar, SJ
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perception

Im a g i n e  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d 
discovery of an anonymous 
16th century play which is at 

once moving, inspiring, many-faceted, 
entertaining, funny, tear-jerking, 
scholarly, streetwise, profound. A play 
which is at once tragic and comic, 
classical and Christian, humanist and 
low-life: a universal play, which reminds 
its watchers what it is to be human. If you 
were to ask anyone whether such a play 
might have been written by Lyly, Greene, 
Peele, Kyd, Marlowe or Shakespeare, 
the answer will be immediate – it must 
be Shakespeare. It is not just genius 
which sets him apart from his immediate 
contemporaries – it is his distinctively 
complex, multi-layered blueprint.

What has been sidelined for 
centuries, however, is the possibility 
that this blueprint was conceived, not 
by Shakespeare himself, certainly not 
by his English predecessors, but by the 
acknowledged educators of Europe – 
the Jesuits. Central to the revolutionary 
Jesuit system of education was drama, 
and that drama had certain qualities. It 
had to have a high moral purpose – to win 
spectators ‘from worldly vanity’. But it 
was far from pious. 

Its intended audience was often 
influential and mainly secular, and 
included both Protestant and Catholic, 
nobleman and artisan, an eager audience 
as it turned out who from the mid 16th 
to the mid 18th century packed the 
burgeoning Jesuit theatres across Europe 
from Prague to Messina, constantly 
demanding more, and pouring money 
into ever more lavish productions. 
The Jesuit mission was not simply to 
entertain, it was to instill a ‘world-friendly 
spirituality’ into ordinary people as well 

How much did the Jesuits
influence Shakespeare?

as emperors, in pursuit of the common 
good and a better society. They used 
the best writers they could find, ideally 
actors, and deployed them throughout 
their network of theatres to spread their 
winning method, incorporating both 
profane and spiritual into their work 
along with music and dance in order to 
promote the common good and what 
Ignatius called ‘the help of souls’.

If thousands of these plays were 
written, why do we know so little about 
them? Partly because, though some 
vernacular was used, on the whole they 
were written in the lingua franca, Latin; 
and partly because, rather like cinema 
today, these performances were seen as 
multi-sensory events, in which music, 
acting, scenery and direction were as 
important as the script, which was 
often discarded. In London however, 
where the precarious public theatre was 
viewed with suspicion and dislike by 
the Puritan authorities, a full, portable, 
self-explanatory and above all vernacular 

script was a lifeline to the survival of a 
play. 

It might seem extraordinary that 
Shakespeare’s works have never been 
connected with their natural source, 
the Jesuit school of drama, were it not 
for the later demonization, in England 
in particular, of everything to do with 
Ignatius. Literature scholars have always 
had difficulty relating Shakespeare’s fully 
formed dramatic virtuosity with the 
limited works of his predecessors. Their 
strengths are largely poetic, and have 
none of Shakespeare’s 3D technical skill 
and decisive moral purpose and depth.

The discovery of a first folio left 
behind by the Jesuit school at St Omer, 
annotated for performance, should not 
surprise us: though forged in the crucible 
of the English predicament, it was to 
the breadth, scope and experienced 
professionalism of the international 
Jesuit school of drama that it probably 
owed its existence in the first place .

Courtesy: www.catholicherald.co.uk


The Society of  Jesus had a huge influence on European drama at the time

By Clare Asquith
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An extraordinary gathering of world religious leaders, 
including the Pope, a Zen Buddhist master, Sunni and Shiite clerics, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and a South American rabbi have 
signed a pledge to eradicate modern slavery by 2020.

The signing marks the beginning of a five-year push in 
churches, mosques, synagogues and temples across the world to 
send the message that slavery is forbidden by God.

But perhaps most extraordinary was that this historic meeting, 
which overcame traditions of religious suspicion and enmity, was 
largely inspired by the determination of a Perth schoolgirl - now a 
confident young woman. Grace Forrest, 21, sat proudly in the front 
row as the pledge was signed in front of her, She was 15 when she 
arrived on a school trip to Nepal, having chosen to work in a refuge 
home for children who had been rescued from sex slavery ”I really 
wanted to do something,” she said.

To fight modern slavery together

Rhonda Byrne reveals the greatest power 
in the Universe.  The “Power” of the title is the 
power of love, the mainspring of the universe. 
She explains about the law that determines the 
complete order in the universe, every moment of 
your life, and every single thing you experience. 
She tends to say the same thing over and over. 
The Power is a distillation of the central insight of 
The Secret which is “The Law of attraction.”  She 
claims that you can get anything you want, from 
parking spots to cures for obscure diseases, just 
by wishing for them and pretending they are 
already in your possession. Her philosophy is 
self-centered to the point of solipsism: “As far as 
the law of attraction is concerned, there is only 
one person in the world- you! There is only you, 
because the law of attraction is responding to our 
feelings! It’s only what you give that counts.”

http://www.newsweek.com/book-review-
rhonda-byrnes-power-71347

Power of love

Bold & uncompromising 

Exodus: Gods and Kings is like any other Ridley 
Scott epic as Kingdom of Heaven or Gladiator, with 
spectacular, screen-stretching battle scenes – but at 
some moments it makes a momentary, spluttering 
connection with your soul. The film pits brother 
against brother, race against race, and mankind 
against God – or perhaps Nature, depending on 
how you read it. At its core, this is a story about 
two adoptive brothers, Moses and the Pharaoh 
Ramses. Ramses starts out as a bad guy, but his 
jealousy of Moses gives him depth. By the time 
the 10 plagues arrive and Ramses is increasingly 
fearful for the life of his firstborn son, he’s become 
a vengeful victim of a water-poisoning, disease-
spreading, child-murdering higher power. Scott’s 
refusal to mark out anyone as straightforwardly 
good gives Exodus a very different flavour to the 
morally clear-cut Biblical epics of the Fifties. The film 
ends with a dedication to the filmmaker Tony Scott, 
the director’s brother, who committed suicide in 
2012, framing it as a response to a personal loss. 
This is bold and uncompromising stuff from Scott; 
a Biblical epic to shake your faith in the order of 
things, not reaffirm it.

The Power
By Rhonda Byrne
Atria Books
pp. 262

Exodus: Gods and Kings
A film by Ridley Scott
Starring Christian Bale, Joel Edgerton, Aaron Paul, Ben Kingsley

cheers!
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By Astrid Lobo Gajiwala

listen to her!

Writing for Jivan is always 
a challenge because the 
mandate inevitably is to 

write about “things that will be of interest 
to the Jesuit readers of Jivan”.Naturally, 
not being a Jesuit (because women are still 
considered lesser beings in the Church), the 
first question that comes to my mind is: Do 
Jivan’s Jesuit readers have common interests 
defined by their being Jesuit? Should they? 
Aren’t they supposed to be interested in 
anything that spells Life? 

So I am going to take a call here, and 
I hope the other women columnists will 
do the same. I am going to write on issues 
that interest me in the hope that they will 
interest Jivan’s Jesuit readers too.  

Currently, the Church is in between 
two Synods on the Family. In the run up to 
the first held last year, I got together a group 
of eight women in interfaith marriages and 
invited two Jesuits to join us as we reflected 
on the joys, triumphs, pain and challenges 
of our journeys into communion across 
religious divides. While the women shared 
their spiritual insights and their struggles 
with the institutional Church over two 
decades and more, the Jesuits provided a 
nurturing, safe space and theological inputs 
that led to affirmation, healing and concrete 
recommendations which were submitted for 
the synod bishops’ consideration (Vidyajyoti 
Journal of Theological Reflection, December 
2014).

Our efforts were rewarded. Thanks 
to the interventions of Oswald Cardinal 
Gracias who provided us with a listening 
ear, the Lineamenta for the 2015 Ordinary 
General Assembly has placed interfaith 
families on the agenda. What is refreshing 
is that interfaith marriages are no longer 
seen as “problems” that call for preventive 
measures. Instead, while acknowledging 

Challenging Christian Families
With this we begin  a new regular column that presents the views of the better half of humanity - women. -Ed

that there are “inherent difficulties in 
terms of jurisprudence, Baptism, the 
upbringing of children and the mutual 
respect with regards to difference in 
faith” as also the “danger of relativism 
or indifference”, there is recognition of 
“the possibility of fostering the spirit of 
ecumenism and interreligious dialogue in 
a living together of diverse communities 
in the same place” (6).  

This was one point on which all the 
women in our group were unanimous, 
that they were “chosen to be in interfaith 
marriages… (which gave them) unique 
opportunities to spread the love of 
Christ… (so that by their) example 
people accept Christ”. They were ever 
conscious of being the face of Christ 
in their interfaith families. The women 
spoke of how family gatherings and 
celebrations of festivals not only helped 
to break down prejudices and how at 
moments of vulnerability - illnesses and 
death - caring relationships transcended 
religious divides. 

So where do Jivan’s Jesuit readers 
come in? Well, it is time that Jesuits 
engaged in inter-religious dialogue 
developed a ministry for interfaith 
families. Offer support in their complex 
situations with personalized pastoral 
programmes (Lineamenta, 60) that 
address their need for deepening their 
faith within the context of “double 
belonging”. Teach them the principles 
of inter-religious dialogue, so that they 
can proclaim without proselytizing and 
welcome another’s Truth without feeling 
threatened. Walk with them as they 
evolve a faith that is inclusive and not 
exclusive, pluralist and not triumphalist, 
lived and not preached.  But while you 
do this, remove your sandals as you enter 
their sacred space, for they experience 
daily the unfathomable mystery of God 
beyond religious boundaries.    

At another level Jesuit pastors 
and heads of Catholic institutions must 
acknowledge the need to integrate inter-

faith families into the community without 
prejudice, censure or discrimination. 
They need to be healers who listen 
empathetically to past hurts and present 
difficulties without judging, discounting or 
trivializing experiences.  Most important, 
they need to be aware of being Alter Christus 
to these mixed families which include 
those who are new to the Catholic priest 
and Church. 

Finally, Jesuit theologians need 
to re-examine and revise Doctrine and 
Theology in the light of the challenges 
inter-faith families face and pose to the 
Church especially with regard to the 
sacramental aspect of their marriage and 
the Christian calling of their unbaptised 
families. Why is their marriage not a 
sacrament? Is it possible for children to be 
initiated into the Christian faith without 
baptism so that they do not become an 
object of contention (Lineamenta, 46)? 
Laws, regulations as well as marriage 
liturgies also need to be framed with 
sensitivity to both partners remembering 
that they are an indivisible unit brought 
together by God. 

While they do this I hope the Jesuits 
will walk in the footsteps of their Jesuit 
brothers who accompanied us, listening 
with the heart and the mind, providing the 
easy silence for our thoughts and words 
to take birth. 

Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala is a member of the 
CBCI Office for Women. She is a Medical Scientist 
by profession. 
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Award for Jesuit’s book 
on Dalit quest

T h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Publishing House, ISPCK,  
has honoured a Jesuit author 
with an award. The book 
chosen for the award is called, 
The Dalit Quest. Its author, Fr 
Dionysius Rasquinha, SJ was 
given The Rev. A. Lobban 
Indigenous Literature Award 
for 2013. The award was 
presented on 24 Oct ‘14.

The Rev. A. Lobban 
Indigenous Book Award is in 
memory of Rev. A. Lobban, 
a clergyman of 21 years. It 
consists of a citation and 
Rs. 10,000. The award, 
instituted in 2003, is given to 
an outstanding indigenous 
publ icat ion of  the year 
selected by a panel of judges 
for the depth of its study and 
the impact it makes on the life 
of the church and society.

Dionysius Rasquinha, 
SJ, the author, was born 
in Mumbai  in 1954.  He 
graduated in Commerce 
from Bombay University in 
1975 and joined the Patna 
Province in 1976. In April 1986 
as a co-pastor of Barbigha 
Parish, a community of Dalit 
Christians, in Monghyr district 
(now Sheikhpura district) in Bihar, he began his search for a 
theology relevant to the Dalits of Bihar and India. He continued 
this search during his post-graduate studies in theology from 
1989-1992 at the Vidyajyoti College of Theology, Delhi.

Fr Rasquinha has been a visiting professor to and member 
of the residential staff of ‘Gyanodaya’ Regional Theology 
Centre, Patna from 1990. For the last 25 years he has been 
teaching Theology, especially from a dalit perspective at various 
theological institutions throughout India.  His research on various 
aspects of dalit reality led to the book, Towards Wholeness 
from Brokenness-The Dalit Quest: A Historical Analysis and 
Theological Response published in 2013 by the ISPCK, Delhi. 

Fr. Dionysius has also published numerous articles in 
reputed theological journals of India, presented papers at 
seminars on dalit theology, and helped the bishops, priests 
and religious of Bihar and Jharkhand reflect on the question of 
evangelization.                 - Raj Irudaya, SJ

Communicators discuss 
social media and youth

At the meeting held at Sanjeevan Ashram, Pune, on 27-
29 Oct ‘14 the province coordinators of JESCOM-South Asia, 
deliberated on issues related to social media.The participants 
acknowledged the impact that social media has on our youth and 
students.The expressed was that majority of youth use social 
media websites today uncritically taking them to be authentic.

Today’s youth cannot be monitored by the parents because 
the social media exist in a private space, not accessible to the 
parents who have limited media literacy.

Mass media are a one-way street where you can read or 
view something, but you cannot share your thoughts with others.
On the other hand, social networking is a two-way street that 
gives more opportunities to communicate instantly. This is why 
social media have become essential for today’s generation to 
connect to one another. If Facebook - with1.3 billion users - were 
a country, it would have been the second most populated country 
after China. Twitter has 500 million active users worldwide.
Gmail has 500 million active users, Google+ has a total of 343 
millions,and LinkedIn has more than 300 million users in more 
than 200 countries. 

From words to video and infographics to visuals, there is no 
dividing line. Social media have democratized discussion. They 
contribute to an ongoing discussion at anytime,anywhere.Every 
citizen now is a potential participant in media. Social media have 
helped social movements and increased the power of NGOs’ 
inspiring activism and created space for peoples’ revolution in 
Syria, Libya, and Tunisia. BJP’s PR machinery used social media 
in a big way during the general elections 2014 and showed to the 
people the power of media.

In this context where the social media play such an 
important role in the lives of students and youth, we need to look 
for ways of using social media creatively and constructively.

Another challenge that the participants discussed was 
about the clergy and religious not keeping pace with the changing 
nature of the new media technologies. 

As responsible Jesuits, we need to update ourselves with 
regard to the new media technologies and use them creatively 
in our ministries. In order to minimize the ill-effects on youth and 
students and facilitate constructive use of social media, we need 
to take up media education in our institutions, focusing on social 
media.                                          - Lourduraj Ignacimuthu, SJ

Please note:
The results of the Jivan Creative Writing Contest 2014 

will be announced in February ‘15 issue of Jivan.
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A sacred   f eve r  g r i pped  
the streets of Yangon as 
thousands descended  from 

yonder lands of Myanmar for the historic 
Jubilee of 500 years of Christian presence 
recently.  Kachins  from the northernmost  
dioceses had come in thousands. One 
group was  led by  the newly ordained 
Jesuit priest - Joseph Aik Maung.   They 
had   occupied all empty spaces in and 
around the churches, halls and Hindu 
temples.In a commendable show of 
Christian fellowship, the Yangon Catholics 
were feeding those  thousands.  The 
Church proudly showcased its  colourful 
mosaic of seven ethnic groups. Neither 
the war nor displacement deterred the 
Kachins from undertaking this long  
journey – crossing rivers and mountains 
and  a journey that took nearly two full 
days.  There is a riot of colors in the 
streets of Yangon.  Christianity in its 
full unity and   diversity  proclaimed  its 
presence  in thousands during the Jubilee.    
History is being made for the Christians 
in Myanmar.  

Traces of Christianity  were found 
even before 10th century. Surprisingly, 
these were from  China, long suspected 
to be one of  the ear ly  Chr is t ian 
settlements. Stable presence occurred 
with the arrival of  Portuguese in the 
16th century. Dominicans, the Jesuits 
and the Augustinians selflessly devoted 
themselves to promoting Christianity. 
Later eras were  to be filled by  other 
Institutes: the Barnabites, the Oblates 
of the Virgin Mary, the Foreign Mission 
Society of Paris, PIME, the St Columban 
Missionaries and the Missionaries of Our 
Lady of La Salette. 

The Catholic Church has written 
glorious pages in Burma,  in the field of 
educational and social-promotional work, 
the first Burmese alphabet prepared by the 
Barnabite, Mons. G.M. Percoto, between 
176l and 1776, was printed by Propaganda 
Fide in Rome. The empowerment and 
identity of the  frontier ethnic communities  
is a historic contribution of the Christian 
Churches, including  the Baptists.

What about the Jesuits? 
Not surprisingly, the first note in 

the Jesuit annals came from that intrepid 
missionary - Francis Xavier. Ever eager 
to  save the whole world, 
he wrote to Ignatius,”I heard 
of  a great Kingdom of 
Pegu, full of treasures and 
wonderful people”.  He  
also indicated that “men 
to be  sent there should 
be of  great character and 
fortitude to withstand the  
weight   of a   great culture.”   
He himsef never came. 
He was in a hurry to save 
Japan and China. 

But Jesuits did enter 
Burma later   A  Portuguese 
– Philip  de  Brito, (Nga 
Z in  Ka r )   a  dub ious 
character,  part mercenary, 
part merchant, gathered 
a motley crowd of Goans, 
Portuguese as  fighters 
and was  offering ‘services’ 
to various  chieftains in 
Burma.   These men were 
to marry the locals and a  
new group of Christians  
‘Bayingyi’ was to emerge.  
Brito went to Goa to bring  
Jesuits for their pastoral 
care.  At least  four came 
and were serv ing the 
community in Siriyam (the present day 
Than Hlyin). Brito became a turncoat and 
the  Burmese chieftains killed Brito and  
exiled the  new Christian community to  
upper Burma. The Jesuits followed the 
communities. 

Historical records name the Jesuit 
who led these fugitives – Fr Manoel 
De Fonseca, SJ! Persecutions  ensued 
and  at least four  Jesuits died (were 
killed?) and were  buried in unmarked 
graves somewhere in the  upper Burma.  
Bayingyi have proved to be a  strong 
Catholic community, surviving centuries 
of  oppression and neglect.  The present  
Archbishop of Yangon, Dr Charles Bo, 

hails from this community.   Hundreds of 
men and women have given their life to the 
work of  the Church. The whole diocese of 
Mandalay is  full of these people. 

History’s warped logic 
brought  an indirect Jesuit  
presence.  When the British 
annexed Burma to India, 
they brought  hundreds of 
agriculturists – most of them 
converts of  John De Britto 
and other Jesuits  from the 
great Marava mission – to 
the Delta.   A flourishing 
C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y 
emerged in many  places 
– with Christians having 
typical Jesuit names like 
Ignatius, Xavier, and Britto. 
In the remote villages in the 
delta chapels of Britto and 
Ignatius  were to be built.  
Till recently  this community 
identified itself with Jesuit  
parishes and pastors. Many 
of them returned  to India 
during the riots in the 1950s 
and 1960s. Scores joined 
the Jesuits in India.  Out of 
six native Jesuit Provincials 
of Madurai Province, three 
were  born in Burma ( 
inc lud ing the present 
Provincial, Fr Sebasti L. 

Raj, SJ).
Contemporary  SJ  history in Burma 

would not  start  till  1960s.  But there is 
a poignant interlude. John Hayes,  an 
Irish  young Jesuit, was part of the  British 
Indian army. He  was posted to  Arakan  
region (the present Rohingya hot spot) in 
Burma in 1944. He  was a  much admired 
chaplain to the soldiers during World War 
II.  Burma was the Eastern theatre of war 
and many British soldiers were killed. 
But   John was felled by the ubiquitous 
typhus and pneumonia. As his life ebbed 
away,  he managed to send a Christmas 
card to the Jesuits in December1944. He 
died a month later - in January 1945.  He 

500 years of Christian presence 
in Myanmar 

Fr C. Amal with Aung San Suu Kyi
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The baton passes on  as the Jubilee 
asserts the  indigenous nature of this  
Church. Like the first  gathering which 
brought the Jesuits into supporting the 
Church through the major Seminary, the 
present day Church has been placing   
many requests to the Jesuits.  

Jesuits have the honor of being 
invited twice by the Myanmar Church.  In 
the 1960s the Church definitely needed 
the Jesuits. Now in 2010s Jesuits  see a 
confident Church, a Church that survived 
one of the most suffocating dictatorships 
and grew. From 200 priests the number 
now has gone up to 700 priests, from 
less than 300 Sisters they have now more 
than 2800 women religious. From three 
dioceses they now have 16 dioceses and  
it is a 100 percent indigenous Church 
in South East Asia. The major seminary 
is run by the local clergy. 16  offices of 
Caritas  are involved in commendable 
social work, serving the IDPs (Internally 
Disappeared Persons).  

The  affection the local Church has 
shown to the Jesuits has not diminished,  
but  the expectations have increased 
– in the pastoral formation, setting up 
institutions of higher learning, empowering 
the priests and  religious. Jesuits have 
carved a niche – through their language 
schools, support to socio-pastoral 
programs, mission retreats, formation 
programs and the relief work after the 
cyclone.   As a new Myanmar gropes for 
a new identity,  the  Church stands at  the 
cross roads of  evolving into an empowered 
organization that  works towards nation- 
building. Expectations  abound in this 
role of empowering the Church – socially, 
pastorally and theologically.   

Social skills and constant interaction  
were the great  lessons left by  the 
Maryland Jesuits in building up such a 
great fund of social assets. They knew the 
needs of the Church and offered quality 
service, building human resources to 
meet any challenges.  Having managed to  
reach the  people of Myanmar. through the 
Church, they immensely loved this nation 
and the Church and offered their best. This 
why their memory lingers as a sweet pain 
in the hearts of many old members of the 
clergy and others even today. 

More than ever the same skills are 
needed in  the mission today. That  is the  
challenge  to the Jesuits here in Myanmar 
in the Jubilee year.        - C. Amalraj, SJ

jesuits - asia pacific

is buried in grave 7A. F. 24, Taukkyan 
War Cemetery, outside Yangon (formerly 
Rangoon). Of the four or five Jesuits who 
died in Burma, only John has  a marked 
grave.    

The present Jubilee has  some 
uncanny parallels.  This is the second  
coming together of the Catholic Church 
in modern history. Fifty five years ago, 
in 1957 the Church came together for 
the Eucharistic Congress.  By a  happy 
coincidence,  the Cardinal who represented 
the Pope that time was Cardinal Valerian 
Gracias.  (The   present Jubilee  Papal 
Delegate is another Gracias – Cardinal 
Oswald Gracias). Soon after the  1957 
gathering the Church sought the services 
of Jesuits to run the major seminary in 
Yangon. Fr General managed to  get the 
Maryland Jesuits to  arrive in 1960.   A ‘too 
good to be true’ mission  ended  abruptly 
in 1965 when they were expelled. They left 
with a heavy heart. One even wrote: ‘The 
dream has come to an end. Only faith can 
sustain a hope of Jesuit return.”

Those men were to leave  a great 
memory.  They were Jesuits in every 
sense of the world - great intellectuals, 
administrators, pastors, confessors, 
masters of many subjects.  More than 
anything they are remembered by their 
old students as ‘wonderful human beings, 
whose love for this  country was genuine, 
they were great shepherds to a new church 
and new priests.’ Burma’s Catholics never 
forgot their commitment and love. 

Inspired by their memory some of 
their students – now  diocesan priests 
- tried to become Jesuits in the 70s 
and even approached Fr Pedro Arrupe.  
A local Ordinary was to shoot down 
that ‘unholy’ ambition with the threat of 
excommunication. But these  students 
were to prove a great strength when 
Jesuits secretly arrived in the 1990s. 

So when a  creek opened in the  
bamboo curtain in the 1990s, some of their 
old students - now bishops - went to Rome 
seeking a second coming of the Jesuits.  
Fr Kolvenbach was not easily convinced  
and demanded that the bishops  should 
ensure a regular flow of local vocations.   
They agreed.  The third innings of the 
Jesuits started in the 1990s when the 
Indonesian Jesuits and others came. Fr 
Leo Cachet of Nepal and Clay Pereira of  
Indonesia are still remembered by  many  
here. Clay had a great social gift and an 

ability to see opportunities.  He contributed 
much to the present set up. In 2013, 
Bishop Sotereo, an old student of Jesuits 

The  affection the local 
Church has shown 

to the Jesuits has not 
diminished,  but  the 

expectations have 
increased.

and  bishop of  Loikaw, had the great joy 
of ordaining the  first local Jesuit Priest. 
The Society now has three local priests 
and 15 scholastics. 
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interview

“God is good to me, he has bestowed on 
me a healthy dose of unawareness. I just do what 
I have to do. From the start I said to myself, 
‘Jorge, don´t change, just keep on being yourself, 
because to change at your age would be to make 
a fool of yourself’”.

These are some of the things Pope Francis 
said, as spontaneous as ever, during the exclusive 
interview with the Argentine newspaper, La 
Nacion, a few days before 12 Dec 2014 - 5 days 
before he turned 78 and almost 21 months after 
he was elected Pope.

The first Latin American Pope, 
that is a great honour for all Latin 
America. What do you expect from 
Latin America?

-Latin America has been walking 
a path for some time now, since the first 
CELAM meeting. Monsignor Larraín, 
the first CELAM President, gave it 
great momentum. First came the Río 
conference, then Medellín, and then 
Puebla, Santo Domingo and Aparecida. 
The Latin American Episcopate paved 
the way with these milestones. It did 
so as a collective body, with different 
methodologies. At first it went about 
it shyly. Now this 50-year path can 

certainly not be ignored because it means 
building awareness in the Latin American 
Church and maturing in faith. Walking 
this road has also aroused great interest 
in studying the Guadalupe message. 
The amount of studies of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe, of her image, her mixed 
ancestries, of Nican Mopoua, is amazing, 
constituting fundamental theology. This 
is why, when we celebrate the day of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
Americas, on 12 December, as well as the 
50th anniversary of Misa Criolla, we are 
celebrating the road walked by the Latin 
American Church.

A recent survey (Pew) confirmed 
that, despite the “Francis effect”, 
Catholics still keep leaving the 
Church.

I am familiar with the figures 
disclosed at Aparecida, it´s the only 
information I have. There are evidently 
several factors of influence, independent 
of the Church. The theology of prosperity, 
for instance, just to quote an example, 
has inspired many religious propositions 
which people feel attracted to. These 
people, however, end up in the middle. 
But let´s leave out factors which are 

external to the Church. I wonder about 
ourselves, what is it that we ourselves 
do, what is within the Church that 
makes the faithful unhappy? It´s that 
people don´t feel we are close enough, 
it´s clericalism. Today , to be close means 
to reach out to Catholics, to seek people 
out and be close to them, to sympathize 
with their problems, with their reality. 
Clericalism, as I told the CELAM bishops 
in Río de Janeiro, stopped laypersons 
from maturing. Precisely, laypersons are 
more mature in Latin America when they 
express popular piety. Clericalism was 
always an issue for lay organizations. I 
spoke of it in Evangelii Gaudium.

Does the renovation of the 
Church, which you have been calling 
for since you were elected, and 
precisely in Evangelii Gaudium, also 
target strayed sheep and stopping the 
faithful from dropping out?

I don´t like the “dropping out” 
image because it is all to close to 
proselytism. I don´t like to use terms 
connected with proselytism because 
that´s not the truth. I like to use the 
image of the field hospital: some people 
are very much injured and are waiting for 

“God is good to me...
I just do what I have to do”
- Pope Francis on reform, and resistance to it
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I don´t know. You see, God is good to 
me, he´s bestowed on me a healthy dose 
of unawareness. I just do what I have 
to do.

And how are things going at 
present?

As everybody knows, it´s all public. 
The IOR (the Institute for Religious 
Works or the Vatican Bank) is operating 
beautifully, we did quite a good job 
there. The economy is doing well. And 
the spiritual reform is my great concern 
right now, to change people´s hearts. 
I`m writing my Christmas address for 
the members of the Curia, I´m looking 
forward to two Christmas addresses, one 
for curia prelates and the other one for all 
the Vatican staff, with all our assistants, 
in the Paul VI room, with their families, 
because it´s they that keep their nose to 
the grindstone. Spiritual exercises for 
prefects and secretaries are a step ahead. 
It is a step ahead to stay six days locked 
in, praying; just as we did last year, we´ll 
do it again the first week of Lent. We´ll 
be staying at the same house.

The G9 will be meeting again 
next week, the group of 9 consultant 
cardinals that are helping you with 
the reform process of the Curia and 
the universal church governance. Will 
the famous Church reform be ready 
by 2015?

No, it´s a slow process. The other 
day we got together with the Dicastery 
heads and submitted the proposal of 
joining Laypersons, Family, Justice and 
Peace Dicasteries. We discussed it all, 
each one of us said what he thought. 
Now it will be forwarded back to the 
G9. You know, reforming the Curia will 
take a long time, this is the most complex 
part..

That means it won´t be ready 
by 2015?

No. We´re tackling it little by 
little.

Is it true that a couple might be 
the head of this new dicastery formed 
of merging the Laypersons, Family and 
Justice and Peace Pontifical Councils?

Perhaps, I don´t really know. 
The heads of the dicasteries or of the 
secretariat shall be the fittest, whether 
man or woman, or even a couple...

us to heal their wounds, they are injured 
for a thousand reasons. We must reach 
out to them and heal their wounds.

Is that, then, the strategy to 
recover those that have left?

I like to use the image of the field 
hospital: some people are very much 
injured and are waiting for us to heal their 
wounds. I don´t like the word “strategy”, 
I´d much rather speak about the Lord´s 
pastoral call, otherwise it sounds like 
an NGO. It´s the Lord´s call, what the 
Church is asking from us today, not as a 
strategy, because the Church isn´t into 
proselytism. The Church doesn´t want 
to engage in proselytism because the 
Church does not grow on proselytism, 
it grows on attraction, as Benedict said. 
The Church needs to be a field hospital 
and we need to set out to heal wounds, 
just as the good Samaritan did. Some 
people´s wounds result from neglect, 
others are wounded because they have 
been forsaken by the Church itself, some 
people are suffering terribly.

As a Pope you are different 
because you speak with utmost clarity, 
you are completely straightforward, 
you don´t use euphemisms and don´t 
beat about the bush, the course of your 
papacy is extremely clear. Why do you 
think some sectors are disoriented, 
why do they say the ship is without 
a rudder, especially after the latest 
extraordinary synod of bishops on the 
challenges posed by the family?

Those expressions strike me as 
odd. I am not aware of anybody using 
them. The media quote them. However, 
until I can ask the people involved “have 
you said this?” I will have brotherly 
doubts. In general people don´t read 
about what is going on. Somebody did 
say to me once, “Of course, of course. 
Insight is so good for us but we need 
clearer things”. And I answered, “Look, I 
wrote an encyclical. True enough, it was 
a big job, and an Apostolic Exhortation, 
I´m permanently making statements, 
giving homilies; that´s teaching. That´s 
what I think, not what the media say 
that I think. Check it out, it´s very clear. 
Evangelii Gaudium is very clear”.

S o m e  o f  t h e  m e d i a  h a v e 
mentioned that the “honeymoon is 

over” on account of the divisions that 
surfaced during the synod...

It wasn´t a division against the 
Pope, that is, the Pope was no benchmark. 
Because the Pope tried to get the ball 
rolling and to listen to everybody. The 
fact that in the end my address was 
accepted with such enthusiasm by the 
synod fathers shows that the Pope is 
not the issue, but rather the different 
pastoral positions are.

Whenever  the status  quo 
changes, which is what happened 
when you were elected pope, it´s 
normal to find resistance. Some 20 
months later, the resistance seems to 
have become more evident.

You said it. Resistance is now 
evident. And that is a good sign for me, 
getting the resistance out into the open, 
no stealthy mumbling when there is 
disagreement. It´s healthy to get things 
out into the open, it´s very healthy.

Do you believe resistance is 
connected with your cleansing efforts, 
with the in-house restructuring of the 
Roman Curia?

To me, resistance means different 
points of view, not something dirty. It 
is connected to some decisions I may 
occasionally take, I will concede that. 
Of course, some decisions are more of 
the economic type, and others are more 
pastoral..

Are you worried?
No, I am not worried. It all seems 

normal to me. If there were no difference 
of opinions, that wouldn´t be normal.

Is the cleansing over, or is it still 
going on?

I  don´t l ike to speak about 
cleansing. I´d rather speak of getting the 
Curia going in the direction identified by 
the general congregations (pre-conclave 
meetings). No, there´s still a long way to 
go. A long way, a long way. You see, in 
pre-conclave meetings, as cardinals we 
have demanded lots of things which we 
should certainly not forsake.

W h a t  y o u  f o u n d  i n  t h e 
cleansing process, is it worse than 
you expected?

In the first place, I expected 
nothing. I expected to go back to Buenos 
Aires (laughter). And after that, well, 

interview



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India JANUARY 2015                                            25

interview

And not necessarily a cardinal or 
a bishop...

The head of a dicastery such as 
the Congregation for the doctrine of the 
Faith, the liturgical dicastery or the new 
dicastery encompassing Laymen, Family 
and Justice and Peace will always be a 
cardinal. This is best because dicasteries 
are very close to the Pope. But dicastery 
secretaries do not necessarily have to 
be bishops because a problem we have 
is when we have to change a bishop-
secretary, where do we send him? We 
need to find a diocese, but sometimes 
they are not fit for one, they´re good at the 
other job. I´ve only appointed two bishop 
secretaries: the Governorate secretary, 
who thus more or less became the parish 
priest of all this, and the secretary general 
of the synod of bishops.

It was an intense year, with many 
significant trips, the extraordinary 
synod, the prayer for peace in the 
Middle East in the Vatican gardens. 
What stands out as the best moment 
and what as the worst?

I wouldn´t know. Every moment 
has something good and something not 
quite as good, isn´t that so? For instance, 
the meeting with the grandparents, the 
elderly, there was amazing beauty in 
that.

Benedict was there as well...
I enjoyed that occasion very much, 

but that doesn´t make it the best because 
I actually enjoyed them all. 

And about being Pope, what 
do you like the most and what least 
of all?

You know what? This is the 
absolute truth, this is something I 
actually want to say. Before I came over 
here I was in the process of retiring. That 
is to say, I had agreed with the nuncio 
that when I got back to Buenos Aires we 
would be putting together a short list of 
three candidates so that by the end of the 
year the new archbishop might take over. 
That is to say, my mind was focused on 
the confessionals in the churches where 
I would be hearing confession. I even had 
the project of spending two or three days 
in Luján and the rest of my time in Buenos 
Aires, because Luján means so much to 
me and the confessions there are a grace. 

When I came here I had to start all over 
again, all this was new. From the start I 
said to myself: “Jorge, don´t change, just 
keep on being yourself, because to change 
at your age would be to make a fool of 
yourself”. That´s why I´ve always kept on 
doing what I used to do in Buenos Aires. 
Perhaps even making my old mistakes. 
But I prefer it like this, to be myself. That 
evidently caused some changes in the 
protocols, not in the official protocols 
because I´m very careful about abiding 
by them. The thing is that I am who I 
am even where protocols are concerned, 
just as I was myself in Buenos Aires. You 
can see why “not changing” suited me 
so well.

When you came back from South 
Korea somebody asked you a question 
and you answered that you were 
hoping to “go to the Father´s house” 
and many people were worried about 
your health, they thought that you 
might not be well or something of the 
sort. How are you? You look so well..

I do have some aches and pains, and 
at my age ailments don´t go unnoticed. 
But I am in God´s hands, and till now I 
have been able to work steadily.

A conservative sector in the US 
thinks that you removed the North 
American cardinal Raymond Leo Burke 
from the Supreme Tribunal of the 
Apostolic Signatura because he was the 
leader of a group that resisted changes 
of any type in the synod of bishops... 
Is it true?

One day Cardinal Burke asked 
me what he would be doing as he had 
still not been confirmed in his position, 
in the legal sector, but rather had been 
confirmed “donec alitur provideatur”. 
And I answered “Give me some time 

because we are thinking of a legal 
restructuring of the G9”. I told him 
nothing had been done about it yet and 
that it was being considered. After that 
the issue of the Order of Malta cropped 
up and we needed a smart American 
who would know how to get around 
and I thought of him for that position. 
I suggested this to him long before the 
synod. I said to him “This will take place 
after the synod because I want you to 
participate in the synod as Dicastery 
Head”. As the chaplain of Malta he 
wouldn´t have been able to be present. 
He thanked me in very good terms and 
accepted my offer, I even think he liked 
it. Because he is a man that gets around a 

lot, he does a lot of travelling and would 
surely be busy there. It is therefore not 
true that I removed him because of how 
he had behaved in the synod.

Last question: do you have plans 
for your 78th birthday on 17 December? 
Will you celebrate it with the barboni 
(the homeless) once again as you did 
last year?

I did not invite the “barboni”, they 
were brought in by the charitable, and it 
was a good idea, wasn´t it? That´s where 
the myth started, that I had had breakfast 
with the barboni. You see, I had breakfast 
with all the staff of the house and the 
barboni were present. This is part of all 
the fantasies that people make up about 
me. It´s the same as with the days when 
there is no Mass in the chapel because 
it´s Wednesday, the day of the general 
audience. That day (17 Dec) we will all 
have lunch together, with all the staff. 
It will be just another day to me, pretty 
much like any other one. 

Courtesy: http://http://www.lanacion.com.ar



Getting the resistance out 
into the open is good -
no stealthy mumbling 

when there is 
disagreement. It´s healthy 
to get things out into the 
open, it´s very healthy.
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tribute

An epoch came to a close 
when the oldest Jesuit of 
Madurai Province – Fr. 

Ignatius Gnanapragasam - known as 
G. Ignaci - passed away on 12 Dec ‘14 at 
Beschi Illam, Dindigul. 

He was born in Idaikattoor 
on 02 July 1917 to Periakottai Mr 
Gnanapragasam and Mrs Santhammal. 
He had 2 brothers and 2 sisters. As a 
young boy he had to labour in the field as 
it was the time of recession after World 
War I. After his schooling, he joined 
the Society of Jesus on 24 May 1939.  
During his regency, he was sent for M.A 
Mathematics at St. Joseph’s College. 
Then he went to Rome and did his 
licentiate in philosophy and doctorate 
in theology. He was ordained on 12 July 
1952. After his return to India he was sent 
to Sacred Heart College, Shenbaganur 
where he taught Philosophy for 40 
years without a break. The last 2 years 
of his teaching career he spent at Satya 
Nlayam, Chennai. He took his final vows 
on 15 Aug 1956. 

A l o n g  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  i n 
Shembaganur he did pastoral ministry. 
He went to Pannai Kadu, a remote village 
in the cusp of Palni hills, to celebrate 
Mass on Sundays even before a church 
was built. He used to walk from the 
College and walk back, altogether a 
good 10 km. 

When he retired, he was made 
the Vice Provincial for Formation. 
The scholastics called him ‘Annan’ 
(elder brother). During his time the 
experiment of Regional Theologate at 
Arul Kadal was started. He was a pioneer 
of inculturation in Theology.

 When he laid down office as Vice 
Provincial for Formation he was sent 
to Gonzaga Noviciate in Tindivanam, 
where he worked for the formation of the 
young Sisters for 12 years. Then he was 
sent to the Gonzaga Aged Sisters’ Home  
in Cuddalore to be their chaplain. Thus 
he gave 18 years of dedicated service to 
this Congregation.

 The list of ministries he was 
engaged in should amaze anyone. Apart 
from Tamil, his mother tongue and 
English, he could speak and write 
Latin, French and Italian. A soft and 

slender man could contribute so much 
to formation, administration, parish 
work and spiritual guidance, without 
any publicity. It was possible because 
he was a self-effacing person.

 After an active life, rendering 
diverse services till his 95th year, he 
came to Beschi in 2012 to have his 
well-deserved rest. His health was 
still good enough for him to lead a 
normal life, following all the daily 
community exercises. He never missed 
any community meeting or Mass or 
outing. He would be the first to sign up 
for community outings or pilgrimages. 
His participation was always a source 
of encouragement and joy for the other 
members.  He was a much sought-after 
confessor and counselor for priests, 
religious and lay people. He was an 
excellent correspondent never failing to 
reply to letters.

 The last days of his life were 
marked by total resignation to God’s 
will and a certain eagerness to go to 
the Lord. After he fell in his room he 
began to feel weak and giddy. His food 
intake decreased and was mostly in 
bed. On 10 Dec night, we shifted him 
to St Joseph Hospital where oxygen 
was administered. But his condition  

deteriorated, and on 12 Dec evening Fr 
Tagore, the Superior administered the 
sacrament of the sick. As he left, Fr Ignaci 
called him to his bedside and told him 
that he should arrange to have a Mass 
of thanksgiving for all that the Lord had 
done in his life and for all that was to 
happen. Around 8 15 p.m. Fr Lawrence, 
the Minister, called the superior to 
convey the sad news that Fr Ignaci had 
just breathed his last. It appears that 
just before he died he had complained 
of excruciating pain all over his body, as 
if he was being crucified. 

The funeral Mass was on Sunday, 
14 Dec at 4 30 p.m.  It was a Thanksgiving 
Mass with the Gloria sung, as Fr Ignaci 
wanted it to be. Fr Sebasti L. Raj, the 
Provincial, referred to Annan’s manifold 
services rendered joyfully in several 
institutions of the Province and to the 
Church of Tamil Nadu. He thanked the 
Lord for his long and edifying life that 
was a source of inspiration to thousands 
of young Jesuits and Sisters in formation. 
Fr Xavier Irudaya Raj, in his homily, 
highlighted his qualities of head and 
heart as a Professor of Philosophy, as 
a counselor and spiritual director and 
above all as a warm, unassuming, non-
threatening and friendly human being.  
After Communion, Sr Stella Mary, the  
General of the Gonzaga congregation, 
paid a beautiful tribute to the Jesuit 
who served their Congregation for 
18 years. Prof Xavier Raj, the retired 
Professor of French of Loyola College, 
Fr A. Ambrose, Mr Albert spoke of  his 
life and contributions. Fr Valan read out 
Annan’s  letter  dated 30 Nov  in which 
he has praised his heroic work among the 
puthirai vannars - the most marginalized 
section of Dalits.

After the Mass and the blessing, 
the procession wended its way through 
the newly-laid alley to the cemetery. 
Nature itself stood sentry to this doyen 
of the Madurai Jesuits during his last 
journey. The final blessing at the grave 
was said by Fr Valan, and Annan Ignaci 
was laid to rest, while everyone, sang, 
prayed and paid  floral tributes  to the 
remarkable Jesuit.

  - Frs Leo Tagore &
Xavier Irudayaraj 

Ignatius Gnanapragasam, SJ
1917 - 2014

A saintly scholar 
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ArulAppAn MAnuel, SJ 
(MDU) 1925 - 2014

Br. Arulappan 
Manuel, 89/58, became 
a Jesuit after a struggle. 
His family wanted him 
to be a retail seller 
of clothes after an 
arranged marriage. They 
didn’t know he had been 
nursing a deep desire to 

consecrate his life as a Jesuit. Ultimately 
the Creator God prevailed against the 
will of the family. 

All along he was assigned the 
job of taking care of the food, clothing 
and healthcare of Jesuits, seminarians 
and the hostellers. He sustained and 
healed all those entrusted to him with 
a motherly care. Br Sadanandam, a 
Golden Jubilarian, said: “Whenever the 
young ones, including me, approached 
him for guidance, he affirmed each one 
of us with a sense of deep faith and 
of belonging to the Society.” Frugality 
with minimum personal needs has 
been the hallmark of Arulappan. But 
he was extravagantly generous with 
others especially while providing food 
for them. All visitors to Arul Kadal will 
bear witness to his generous hospitality. 
Arulappan’s entire life could be described 
as a rhythmic, precise movement in 
harmonious union with the Creator. 
His personal prayer, sleeping patterns, 
eating habits, writing accounts, physical 
exercises, conversations, or aesthetic 
engagement with the television - all had 
been organized in perfect harmony with 
predictable regularity. 

For almost 20 years he distributed 
communion and blessings to thousands 
of pilgrims at the Besant Nagar Shrine 
and Lazaraus Parish in Chennai. In 1995, 
impressed by his pastoral service, priests 
requested the Archbishop to ordain him a 
Deacon. The Jesuit Provincial conveyed 
the Archbishop’s desire to Fr General 
who proposed the necessary clerical 
studies. He couldn’t consider them as he 
was in his 70s. But he happily continued 
his pastoral involvement till he breathed 
his last. He was buried at the Loyola 
College cemetery after the funeral Mass 
presided over by Fr Provincial with a 
stirring homily by Fr Elias.  

                   - Maria Arul Raja, SJ

eneriz MAnuel, SJ 
(GUJ) 1926 - 2014

Bro. Manolo has 
been a history-making 
as well as a story-making 
Jesuit. The history of 
Anand Mission is bound 
up with the ‘history’ of Bro. 
Manolo. In the future the 
history of Anand Mission 
can be designated with 

the abbreviation, BM (Before Manolo) 
and AM (After Manolo). He was the most 
colourful and news-making Jesuit of the 
Anand Mission for almost five decades. 

Born on 28 Feb 1926 at Pampalona, 
in Navarre, Spain, he became a Jesuit 
on 10 Jan 1947 and arrived in India 
in 1953. For nearly five decades he 
served as the Assistant Manager of the 
Anand Press: from 1953 to 2006, with 
minor interruptions. He made his Final 
Profession in 1957.

He saved a baby of few days from 
a deep well with snakes. In this adventure 
– Operation Moses – our Brother’s 
parent-adult-child aspects were fully and 
proportionately present. In bringing up the 
child into a decent, educated and religious 
gentleman, these three aspects of his 
personality were present in a magnificent 
complementarity. Moses has grown 
today into a well-built, well educated and 
well employed man, with deep Christian 
faith and decent behavioural patterns. 
Indeed, the Salvation History of Bro. 
Manolo and of Mr. Moses are bound up 
with Operation Moses.

When the Eternal Harvester came 
to meet him for the last time he must 
have found him a fruitful tree to be 
blessed rather than a barren one. The 
most valuable fruit must be Mr. Moses. 
The numerous books he had printed with 
much sweat and hard labour, must also 
be sweet fruits for the Eternal Harvester. 
But alas, these are just the external 
symbols of his fruitful life! 

His services in the parish church, 
the hours he spent with many of the 
press workers with personal and family 
problems, the joyful hours he had 
contributed to the Jesuit Community 
in Anand are indeed precious to the 
Harvester who is our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Maranatha!

- Bandhu Ishanand Vempeny, SJ

JoSeph Cyril rAJ, SJ 
(KHM) 1978 - 2014

Fr Cyril suddenly 
passed away to the 
Lord at about 8 a.m. 
on Wednesday, 26 Nov 
2014, in Guwahati.  A 
p r o m i s i n g ,  y o u n g , 
energetic, Jesuit priest 
being snatched away 
in the prime of his life, 
dreams and ministry is painful and hard 
to accept.  Yet we place ourselves in 
God’s hands and surrender to his will.

Fr Cyril was fine and had no 
complaints.  He was based in Maweit of 
Nongstoin Diocese, serving as assistant 
Parish Priest and Principal of St Mary’s 
school.  He had come to Guwahati on 
some work, and on its completion, he 
was all set to return to Maweit on 26 
Nov morning. He experienced some 
breathing difficulty.  After a short bed-
rest, he was taken to St John’s Hospital 
next door.  His condition worsened, and 
in a few minutes he offered his life-spirit 
back to God, his Master.

Born  on  04  June  1978 ,  a t 
Cuddapah, Andhra Pradesh, Cyril went 
to the Jesuit Loyola public School, 
Guntur. He completed ‘Intermediate’ 
at Andhra Loyola College, Vijayawada, 
and B.Sc. in Farm Science in Loyola 
Academy, Secunderabad.

Cyril was admitted to the Jesuit 
novitiate for Kohima Region in 2001.  
Having gone through all the stages of 
the Jesuit formation successfully, he 
was ordained a priest on 15 Oct 2011 
at Nallapadu, Guntur.  As a priest, he 
served in Pfutsero, Kohima diocese, 
and now in Maweit, Nongstoin diocese, 
caring for and educating the children 
and youth.

A man of strong faith, Fr Cyril was 
committed to following Christ his King, in 
simplicity and hard work.  Intellectually 
gifted and capable, he invested and 
utilized the talents the Lord gave him 
to enrich the lives of the poor and the 
young.  A caring pastor, he reached out 
to all.

We thank God for the gift of Fr Cyril 
to his family, to the Church, to the Society 
of Jesus, and to the Kohima Jesuit 
Region.            - Thomas Quadros, SJ

obituaries
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Juel TereSe ekkA, SJ 
(RNC) 1936 - 2014

Br Juel Terese Ekka, was born on 05 
Aug 1936 in a village in Rajawal parish on 
the western part of the border of Jharkhand 
with Chhattisgarh under the then Ranchi 
Archdiocese, now in Gumla Diocese. His 
parents, late Mr Paulus and Celina, though 
poor, formed a very happy Catholic family. The 
family was deeply religious and catholic who 
regularly went to the Holy Mass in the Parish. 

Br. Juel had two brothers and one sister in the family, but his 
only sister died as a child. Br. Juel and Simon his brother 
were twins.

When he was at St. Ignatius’ High School, Gumla, owing 
to the family’s financial constraints his father wanted him to 
leave the school and help him in his farming and even arranged 
for his marriage. But at the age of 20 he set off to Sitagarha, 
Hazaribagh and joined the Novitiate at St. Stanislaus’ College 
on 15 July 1955 as a Coadjutor Brother. After completing his 
Novitiate and Juniorate he developed his skill in carpentry and 
later became a recognized builder. Many strong and beautiful 
buildings in the province were put up by him. He served in 
many houses and institutions in the Province and common 
houses of the Society under different capacities as Minister, 
builder, In-charge of carpentry, fields, farms and kitchen. In 
the early 80s his heart turned towards his fellow tribals from 
Jharkhand and brought many of them to work at the Papal 
Seminary kitchen. These men and their children are deeply 
grateful to Br. Juel. His final appointment was at St. Mary’s 
High School, Samtoli from 2003-2014, where he looked after 
the fields and the garden. For ten long years he served the 
St. Mary’s community. Even when his diabetes and blood 
pressure troubled him very much, he carried on his work with 
his usual humour and zest.

On 29 Aug ‘14 he joined the annual retreat for the Parish 
Priests at the Spirituality Centre, Jharna, Namkum. The next 
day he fell ill and was taken to the hospital. He did not improve. 
The members of St. Mary’s community came to Orchid Medical 
Centre, Ranchi to see him on 21 Sept, but they could not talk 
to him. Nor could he. They just saw each other. It was the last 
visit. The next day, 22  Sept  2014 in the afternoon at 2.30 
P.M. he breathed his last. He was buried on 23 Sept at the 
new cemetery of St. Mary’s High School, Samtoli after a Holy 
Mass at the school hall at 11.00 A.M.

Br. Juel was an enterprising and able person. He could 
complete his tasks well and on time. He was humble, simple 
and sincere, approachable, cheerful, obedient and prayerful. 
He had a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. After 
completing his rosary he used to place a fresh flower at the feet 
of the Virgin Mary every day. He never skipped the Holy Mass. 
On Sundays he used to go to distribute the Holy Communion 
to the elderly around St. Mary’s and in this work the scorching 
heat or the biting cold were not a hindrance. Whichever 
community he lived he tried to make it happy and good. 

May his soul rest in peace! 
                                                           - Alois Beck, SJ

SAnTiAgo VelAngAnny, SJ 
(PAT) 1942 - 2014

 Born: 01.05.1942. Entered the SJ: 
14.12.1969.Ordained: 16.04.1978. Final Vows: 
15.08.1985. Apostolic Assignments:Teacher 
& Headmaster, 1980-88: Catholic High 
School, Ara, 1979-88. Co-Pastor, Muzaffarpur 
& Director of Education of the Dio, 1988-89. 
Director, Xavier Hall, Bangalore, 1989-1992. 
Headmaster, St Stanislaus Mission School, 
Bettiah,1993-96. Headmaster, Catholic High 
School, Ara; 1997-98. Asst. National Director of Apostleship of 
Prayer,Eucharistic Crusade & Vocation Promoter of Madurai 
Province (Res: Dindigul); 1998-2001. Minister, Satya Nilayam, 
Chennai; 2001-04. Pastoral Ministry, Sri Lanka, 2004-07. 
Parish Priest, Koath, 2007-09. Headmaster, Latonah, 2009-
10. Educational & Pastoral Ministry, Sri Lanka; 2010-12. 

Fr Santiago was not only a ‘late’ vocation to priesthood, 
but an ‘experienced’ one – he had finished his B. Sc and B.T. 
and worked as a special revenue inspector for one year and 
as a high school teacher for two years before he entered the 
Society. He was very clear about his goal and was passionate 
about his mission and there was always a sense of ‘holy 
restlessness’ in him. He was a model of discipline and hard 
work; but that did not deter him from enjoying the simple and 
innocent pleasures of life, be it food, music, and warm human 
relationships. He was a true friend, guide and an inspiration 
for many a youth. He was an educator, pastor, administrator, 
vocation promoter and formator; he was a musician; he 
promoted sports and cultural activities; but, above all, he was 
an exemplary Jesuit and a dedicated missionary priest. He 
was a committed teacher and an efficient headmaster. One of 
his students in Ara was so inspired by the exemplary life of his 
teacher and headmaster that after his graduation he started 
a school and named it as Santiago High School and made 
sure that Fr Santiago inaugurated it. He was a great vocation 
promoter – he promoted vocations for not only Patna Province 
but for other Provinces too.    

The Lord seems to have planned a different type of a 
ministry for Fr. Santiago in the last two years of his life on this 
earth: from late 2012 Motor Neuron Disease began to affect 
Fr Santiago. On 12 April 2013 he returned from Sri Lanka to 
Chennai and after receiving treatment there, came to Patna 
in June 2013, and was at XTTI since then. In spite of all the 
medical treatment, his physical condition was continually 
deteriorating. He had to be assisted even for his ordinary 
needs - he couldn’t hold a cup or a spoon, couldn’t speak 
a clear word, ... But, by the fortitude with which Fr. Santiago 
encountered his suffering, he gave an eloquent witness of 
obedience to God’s will. The Lord indeed gave a share of His 
passion to his beloved disciple, and this disciple joyfully drank 
the cup (Mt 20:22). On 30 Nov ‘14, Br. Francis, our infirmarian, 
fed Fr. Santiago his supper. After having taken a little water, 
Fr. Santiago collapsed and died on the chair. May Jesus 
whom Fr. Santiago served with so much love welcome him 
into eternal glory! 

                                                              - Susai Raj, SJ

obituaries
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view.  It dealt with Religion, Philosophy, Literature, Geography, 
Chronology, Astronomy, Customs, Laws and Astrology of the 
Hindus of the 11th century. He was an outstanding figure in 
bringing the knowledge of Indian religions and sciences to the 
Muslim world. Victor Courtois, a Belgian Jesuit scholar in Islamic 
Studies writes about TH as thus: “The book is very objective, 
and reveals in its author a deep penetrating mind and coupled 

with a great critical sense.  Al-Biruni is almost modern 
in his method of investigation and in the care with 

which he collects his materials.  He is thought 
by some leading scholars to be the real 

founder of that science so much made 
of now-a-days ‘the comparative study 
of religion.”

Al Biruni’s has a lesson 
or two for Jesui ts who are 

missioned beyond boundaries into 
new geographical, cultural and spiritual 

realms. 
- Victor Edwin, SJ

Delhi - 110 054

We are not alone
 Thank you for the ‘Lessons for Life’ I’ve learned from 
Cambodia in Nov-Dec 2014 issue of Jivan. I’ve enjoyed reading 
this section in every issue. But, this issue was more touching, for 
Amalan Thainase SJ was my co-philosopher at Satya Nilayam, 
and I could feel his words as though he was in front of me here. 
As Amal says, we, particularly Jesuits, are never alone, as we 
call ourselves Companions in the Lord. 

Fr Hedwig Lewis SJ, in ‘The First Social Service Centre’ 
of the Society of Jesus’, also discusses how the Companions of 
Jesus were in the company of the poor. I think that is the core of 
our life, not to be alone, but both vertically and horizontally to be 
in company - to be companions of Jesus and of Jesuses. 

- W.K. Pradeep, SJ
West Bengal - 743503

Enriching material
The November-December ‘14 issue of Jivan provided us 

with some very enriching reading material. The cover article 
‘O Come All Ye Jesuits’ by Fr Francis Gonsalves was really 
challenging and thought-provoking for all of us Jesuits in India 
today, especially in our present socio-political context.

The input on the present rampage in Iraq-Syria by Fr. Samir 
Khalil Samir  was quite revealing about the tense 
situation created by the violent champions of 
the Islamic State in west Asia. Some times I 
wonder why the UN, especially the Security 
Council, is silent about the persecution of 
the Christian minority in some of these 
areas!  

The inc lus ion of  some 
valuable excerpts from Pope Francis’ 
speech at the recently concluded Synod 
in Rome was another welcome piece in 
the same issue of Jivan.

I express my appreciation of your 
creative effort in bringing out such rich fare for 
Jivan readers regularly. Wish you a peace-filled 
Christmas!    

- Mani Nedumattam, SJ
Jaipur - 302 001

Enjoy the ‘Lessons’ 
I enjoy reading the regular column on the last page in 

every issue of Jivan where Indian Jesuits, who are missioned 
to places beyond the boundaries of India either for work or for 
studies, share the lessons they have learnt from the people who 
are culturally different from them. Their experiences indicate 
openness and willingness to learn are essential ingredients for a 
successful mission away from one’s native land. With dedication 
to their mission they certainly excel in all their undertakings.  We 
often call to mind the mission of Jesuits like M. Ricci or R. de 
Nobili who inserted themselves successfully in the missions. 
Along with these great Jesuits, the present Jesuits too remain a 
great source of inspiration and encouragement for all Jesuits. 

An interesting figure from Indo-Islamic history may also a 
source of inspiration for those who seek inspiration beyond the 
Christian fold. Al Biruni (d. 1048) is that scholarly and spiritual 
figure from the Iranian stock who studied Hindu system of 
thought with thorough dedication. Three important characteristics 
such as objectivity, scientific approach and sympathy marked 
his approach in his study of the Hindu thought. These three 
characteristics are important for anyone who wants to relish the 
spiritual, cultural and intellectual treasurers of others. 

Al Biruni was one of the greatest scholars of medieval 
Islam.  He is most original and profound. He was an impartial 
observer of customs and creeds. He came to India in the first 
decade of the eleventh century and stayed on in India for several 
years. During his time in India he taught Greek sciences to those 
who were interested in it and learnt in depth Hindu thought in 
its originals after mastering Sanskrit.  He wrote his magnum 
opus Tarikh’ Al-Hind (TH), which is the history of India or simply 
Indica.   TH was the survey of India from the Muslim point of 

Interesting and relevant
 My grateful appreciation for the Christmas Special (Nov-
Dec ’14) which was very creative. It brought articles and features 
that were very interesting and relevant. The only thing I found 
boring was the reports on meetings of various Commissions of 
the Assistancy, although I understand they are inevitable. “O 
come all ye Jesuits!” – the cover feature imaginatively combined 
Ignatius, Assisi and Pope Francis to convey an important 
message for the Jesuits. Your editorial on touch was touching 
with its focus on a baby screaming. The poem and the pictorial 
quote on the back cover on “honouring Christmas in my heart all 
the year” were very appealing. But Fr Samir’s interview, “Reasons 
for the Rampage”, on the violence unleashed by ISIS reminds us 
that we still have Herods in our midst and we are helpless, being 
bombarded by the “sound of canons” that drowns the carols.

- A. Felix Joseph, SJ
Dindigul, T.N. - 624 001

letters
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Respect the poor
Before coming to Europe, I thought there would be 

no beggars here. In the city of Innsbruck where I stay and 
study and elsewhere in Austria, there are some people who 
do beg. Many of these beggars are said to be migrants who 
have a licence to beg. Some ask straightway for money, but 
others sing or play a musical instrument. Though they are 
not encouraged, I see remarkable respect shown to these 
men and women. In many cities Vinzi Bus, a bus run by the 
Vincentians, distributes hot meals to them every evening. 

Have a sense of history
Austrians love and respect history. There are very strict 

rules in safeguarding old monuments and heritage buildings. 
They try to preserve the look and feel of old buildings. Austrian 
cities, like other European cities, 
are full of museums, art galleries 
and exhibitions. On certain days, 
Austrians celebrate ‘Open Day’ 
when entry to museums is free!  

Love Nature
Austrians breathe nature! 

Austria is blessed with Alpen range 
of mountains. If the weather is good 
and the sun shining, there would be 
few in the community! Our men 
would be up in the mountains either 
skiing or hiking. Love of nature is 
reflected also in waste management. 
Today I do not throw waste, but separate it into recyclable 
and non-recyclable items. 

Respect the private space
This is something that I have really learnt in Austria. 

Here, I find that people normally do not ask personal, intimate 
questions related to family, work or education, unless one 
has a very close relationship. Their respect for private space 
goes along wilth  politeness and courtesy. This is something 
we Indians need to learn. 

Be simple
Another striking aspect for me in Austria is the simplicity 

of Jesuits. Many times one can see a famous professor talking 
to someone explaining very ordinary things. Simplicity is 
reflected in personal choices, the type of work, the way the 
task is executed. In general people do not display vulgar signs 
of wealth that irritate and women have no craze for gold! 

Do not gossip
Back home many love to gossip! In India, I had a 

community member earlier in a big community, who would 
memorise the ‘grape wine’ column and repeat it verbatim in 
the dining table for common consumption! I would not say 
there is absolutely no gossiping here, but it is comparatively 
less. Good things are spoken and bad things are normally 
avoided! 

Love the animals
Love for animals is another striking aspect of Austrian 

culture. Pets like cats and dogs have a special place in houses 
and pet-food is a big business here! We have a girl who brings 
her dog regularly to the class room in the University! Dogs 
come for strolling and their owners make sure that they do 
not dirty the surroundings! Fortunately, pets are not allowed 

inside the church!
Balance work and leisure
People work hard during the 

week and as the weekend dawns, 
one can see a complete change 
of atmosphere. Normally we are 
encouraged not to disturb people 
during weekends and phone calls will 
be greeted by answering machines. 
What is tolerated on weekends 
is normally not encouraged on 
weekdays! While employment is 
anchored on hard work, leisure is 
grounded on a real treat to the body! 

Love knowledge
Austrians love knowledge. Here the cities boast of 

famous universities with reputed faculties and professors. 
Vienna or Innsbruck periodically host international workshops 
and symposiums on various topics. Through the University 
account, one can have access to millions of scientific literature. 
Recently while visiting a family in the mountains, I was 
stunned to hear a mother of four discussing coolly about 
bioethics and arguments of Peter Singer!

Be generous 
It is heart-warming to see the generosity of Austrians. 

Austrians donate a lot for charity and accommodate outsiders 
well in the society. Foreigners like those from Turkey and Africa 
are well integrated in the societal fabric here. The Jesuits too 
are very generous in helping others. 

Lessons for Life Sahayaraj Stanley, SJ (MDU), is 
pursuing his Doctorate in Moral 
Theology, at the Jesuit University of 
Innsbruck, Austria.

By Sahayaraj Stanley, SJ

I’ve learned

from Austria

lessons
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By Therese Vanier

Those who are homeless
and those who open their doors reluctantly

Courtesy: The Tablet

garden

May oppressed people and those who oppress them, free each other. 
May those who are handicapped and those who think they are not, help each other.
May those who need someone to listen touch the hearts of those who are too busy.

May the homeless bring joy to those who open their doors reluctantly.
May the lonely heal those who think they are self-sufficient. 

May the poor melt the hearts of the rich.
May seekers for truth give life to those who are satisfied that they have found it. 

May the dying who do not wish to die be comforted by those who find it hard to live. 
May the unloved be allowed to unlock the hearts of those who cannot love.

May prisoners find true freedom and liberate others from fear. 
May those who sleep on the streets share their gentleness 

with those who cannot understand them. 
May the hungry tear the veil from the eyes of those who do not hunger after justice. 

May those who live without hope, cleanse the hearts of their brothers and sisters
who are afraid to live.

May the weak confound the strong and save them. 
May violence be absorbed by men and women of peace. 

May violence succumb to those who are totally vulnerable that we may be healed.

Jivan January 2015
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