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GARDEN

By Derrick Mendis, SJ

Countless sermons have I preached,
Countless souls, my words have reached…

Spiced with anecdotes, I’ve shared
My thoughts in sermons well-prepared…

Adorned with idiom, turn of phrase,
Delivered with eloquence, style and grace…

During my ministry’s twenty-nine years,
I have tickled so many ears…

Though people sometimes lavished praise,
Did homilies help to mend their ways?

The seed I sowed with so much care,
A hundredfold did seldom bear.

Remember what the Master told, 
Words are tinsel, actions gold.

My heart is lit up with a ray
Of hope and joy when people say,

“You taught my child to read and write,
To do no wrong, but do what’s right…

When I was famished you gave me bread,
You visited me in my sick bed…

When crushed by pain, despair and grief,
Your helping hand brought much relief…

With soothing words you calmed my fears,
Consoled me, dried up bitter tears…

Shattered the shackles of vile oppression
Dispelled the gloom of dark depression…

When I was languishing in jail,
To visit me you did not fail…

When needed, you were always there,
God’s own answer to my prayer.

Dear friend, dear brother, how could I dare
Forget your tender loving care?”

Words like eels, slip through the ears,
But deeds of love endure for years…

Remembered will I be, when dead, 
For what I did, not what I said.

My heart is lit up 
with a ray of hope 
and joy 

(Published as a tribute to Fr Mendis, a frequent contributor 
to Jivan, who died on 07 Nov 2016. See obit on p.27) 
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We should do it as often as 
possible, surely. But we have 

no excuse not to do it, when a year 
disappears for ever and a new year 
is born. This is what the Triune God 
does in Ignatius’s contemplation on the 
Incarnation: looking at our world.

What do we see?  Thank God, Pope 
Francis is still there at the Vatican. The 
much-loved Pope celebrated his 80th 
birthday on 17 December. He has dropped 
enough hints that he would resign and 
would not cling to the post till the end. 
We should pray that God blesses him 
with good health for many more years and  
enables him to do all that he wants to do 
for the Church, before he resigns.

Barack Obama is not there at the 
White House and that is sad. The billionaire 
businessman who has taken his place has 
been described as ‘President of the Divided 
States of America’ by Time. “American 
international leadership, a constant 
since 1945, will end with the presidential 
inauguration of Donald J. Trump on 20 
Jan 2017,” says Ian Bremmer, (Time, 
Dec 26, 2016). “American power, once a 
trump card, is now a wild card. Instead of a 
superpower that wants to impose stability 
and values on a fractured and valueless 
global order, the U.S. has become the 
single biggest source of international 
uncertainty.”

Elsewhere in the world the very few 
good people still in politics are becoming 
weak and unpopular, as extreme right 
wing parties gain support. Look at 
Germany’s Chancellor, Angela Merkel. 
U.K.’s Theresa May, faces a nation that 
is as ideologically divided as the U.S. 
and years of difficult Brexit negotiations. 
France that will head to the polls this year 
may elect someone who may choose, what 
could be called ‘Fraxit.’ Having failed 
to get his people’s approval for political 
reforms, Italy’s Matteo Rinzi had to go. 
What will happen to the European Union? 
U.K.’s Independence Party leader Nigel 
Farage declares, “I’m in no doubt that 
the European project is finished.”  With 
Trump’s ties to Putin and Russia, what will 
happen to NATO? Is the Western world 
that we know coming to an end?  

The mayhem in the Middle East 
continues. There is nothing to indicate 
that the civil war in Syria will end anytime 
soon. This war and the destructive chaos 
that prevails in Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan have cost so many lives and 
driven millions to flee and beg for refuge 
in other countries. Israel seems to be in 

no hurry whatever to make peace with its 
neighbours. 

China continues to smother any 
challenges to the Communist party’s 
monopoly on power. India is reeling 
under the effects of a bizarre move of 
its Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, who 
declared on 08 Nov that the country’s two 
major currencies were no longer valid, 
claiming that this demonetization would 
end black money, counterfeit currency, 
corruption and support to terrorists. The 
helpless poor and the middle class stand 
in long lines in front of cashless banks and 
ATMs. Noted economists from India and 
other countries have slammed the poorly 
conceived and hastily declared move as 
despotic, foolish and costly.

After looking at the world’s woes, 
how does the Triune God respond? God’s 
love will take human flesh, so that we 
discover that God is indeed Emmanuel.

If  we are true believers and 
committed disciples, our response to this 
world has to be the same. Concretely it 
will mean cherishing the legacy of the 
Year of Mercy that our Pope declared last 
year and making sure we continue it year 
after year.

In an interview given to Andrea 
Tornielli, Pope Francis said, “I am convinced 
that this is a kairos, an opportune moment 
for the Church to show her motherly face 
to a humanity that is wounded. She does 
not wait for the wounded to knock on her 
doors. She gathers them in, she takes care 
of them, she makes them feel loved.”

On Easter Sunday last year the Pope 
encouraged every diocese in the world to 
come up with a permanent memorial of 
the Jubilee of Mercy - a structural work of 
mercy. It could be a hospital, a home for 
the aged or abandoned children, a school 
in a place where there is none, a home 
for recovering drug addicts or alcoholics, 
he said.  

Continuing the legacy of Year of 
Mercy could mean inter-faith dialogue 
so that there is unity and peace among 
religions. It could be active compassion 
offered to refugees and migrants, the 
elderly and the sick, the prisoners and 
the marginalised. It could be offering the 
sacrament of reconciliation. What ‘mercy’ 
is for Pope Francis ‘reconciliation’ seems to 
be for our new General, Fr Arturo Sosa. 

So, as 2017 dawns, we should ask to 
be “signs of the primacy of mercy always, 
everywhere, and in every situation, no 
matter what” (Misericordiae Vultus, 17).

- M.A.J.A. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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Electing
the Superior General

- How the process
has evolved

and yet remains the same
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By Robert Danieluk, SJ

On  1 2  N o v e m b e r 
2016  the Genera l 
C o n g r e g a t i o n  3 6 

ended. Its main goal – the election 
of the new superior general – was 
achieved already on 14 October. That 
day, 212 electors chose Fr Arturo Sosa 
as the 30th successor of St Ignatius 
of Loyola. Fresh memories of this 
important event justify the present 
attempt to recall how, in the past, 
the Jesuits have been electing their 
generals. That is the aim of this 
article. Looking at the Society’s 
way of proceeding – based on the 
prescriptions of the Constitutions 
and on the experience of several 
general congregations – helps us  
understand how the process has 
come to acquire such a developed 
form as the one contained in the 
latest version of the Formula of a 
General Congregation, published 
in 2014 and followed during the 
election this time.

 The sixth chapter of the 
eighth part of the Constitutions 
(Const. 694-710) is dedicated to the 
election of a general. Since the time 
when Ignatius prepared it, several 
changes and amendments have been 
introduced. Usually, it happened 
during general congregations, some 
of which dealt with this. Quickly 
enough, the additions to the original 
Ignatian norms took the form of the 
Formula Congregationis Generalis. 
After its first version was approved 
by GC 4 in 1581, it has been modified 
and published many times, up to 
its last version in 2014, published 
shortly before Fr General Nicolás 
convoked GC 36.

G i v e n  t h a t  b o t h  t h e 
Constitutions and the further changes 
treat the question chronologically, 
speaking about the time “before”, 
“during” and “after” the election, we 
could consider their prescriptions 
according to these three stages.

Before the election
Electors: One of the important 

points concerning the time preceding 
the election is the question of 
the electors. Who are they? How 
many of them should participate 
in the election? – these and similar 
questions were first faced by the 
Constitutions and then later during 
the 476-year-long history of the 
Society.

In regard to the who-question, 
Const. 682-683 and 699 clearly 
say that only the professed of four 
vows are electors. Other Jesuits 
were allowed to participate in the 
congregation, when it was convoked 
to treat important matters (the 
second goal of general congregations 
besides the election of a general). This 
norm survived for centuries and has 
been changed only recently. In 1995, 
GC 34 decreed that non-professed 
too could be delegates to a general 
congregation or their substitutes, 
although their number would be 
limited to 10 % of the delegates. 
It also decreed that some formed 
Brothers too should participate in 
general congregations. The same 
GC confirmed earlier modifications 
concerning the way of choosing 
the electors during each Province’s 
congregation: till GC 31 changed it, 
the earlier norm said that only the 
oldest professed of four vows could 
participate in the congregation, as 
said in Const. 682 .

Number of electors: Another 
important question was about the 
number of the electors. Const. 682 

says that each Province should 
send three representatives: the 
provincial and two others, elected 
by the province congregation. This 
prescription too had a very long life. 
It was  modified only in 1983, when 
GC 33 decided that the number of 
electors from each Province would 
be established according to the 
percentage its members represent 
in the whole Society. Practically, 
this meant that the number of 
electors could range from one to 
seven. The Formula of 2014 follows 
this method. What is noteworthy is 
that while Provinces which are less 
than 0.5% of the Society choose 
their one elector, he does not have 
to be the provincial. Some electors 
participate in a general congregation 
by virtue of their office. These are 
the general vicar, assistants and 
members of the superior general’s 
council, as well as the secretary, the 
treasurer and the procurator of the 
Society. However, at least half of the 
electors have to be those chosen by 
Province congregations. As for the 
Brothers, a special election process 
was developed (one Brother from 
each of  the six Conferences in 
which the Society’s Provinces are 
grouped).

Venue: As for the venue or 
place of  general congregation, 
Const. 690 says that it should be 
the one where the papal Curia was 
and where, for that reason, the 
head of the Order normally resides. 
Practically it amounts to saying 
that the venue of the GC should be 
Rome. Although the same paragraph 
of the Constitutions says that it was 
not impossible to have the election 
elsewhere, it really happened just 
once - in 1892, when GC 24 gathered 
in Loyola (the reason was a delicate 
polit ical  situation existing in 
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Rome after 1870). All other general 
congregations took place always 
in Rome, except those organized 
in Russia during the time of the 
suppression (the question whether 
we could, or even should, consider 
them as general congregations equal 
to the others, is a very interesting 
issue in itself…).

Starting from 1541, the usual 
place for general congregations was 
the Roman house of the generalate, 
which was – during the entire 
period of the “old” Society and also 

after 1814 for several decades – the 
professed house at the Gesù church. 
All general congregations before 
1873 (i.e. GC 1-22) were held there. 
When the Jesuits were expelled from 
Rome that year, the Curia moved 
to Fiesole (close to Florence) and 
remained there until 1895. That 
year it returned to Rome, but not 
to Gesù which was still confiscated 
by the Italian government, but to 
the German College that hosted the 
Curia until 1927 when it moved to 
its present place. During these years 
of the expulsion from Rome, two 

general congregations took place: 
the already mentioned GC 24 that 
gathered in Loyola, and the previous 
one - GC 23 - (1883) that could take 
place in Rome thanks to a temporary 
improvement in the situation. This 
congregation as well as three that 
followed the return of the Curia from 
Fiesole to Rome – i.e. GC 25 (1906), 
GC 26 (1915) and GC 27 (1923) – took 
place in the Roman ‘Germanicum’. 
Later, since GC 28 (1938), all general 
congregations have been held at the 
present Curia at Borgo Santo Spirito.

Presence:  Should al l  the 
electors be present before the 
election of the general? It is not 
strictly necessary that all the electors 
have to be present before the general 
congregation could begin. Already in 
1541, the first Jesuits decided that the 
absence of Bobadilla at the election 
was not an obstacle, because they 
were in a hurry, knowing that the 
pope wanted to send them for 
several missions. Later GC 3 (1573) 
established that two third of the 
electors have to be present. In fact, 
there were congregations when 

the electors waited for those who 
were late (GC 9, 10, 14 and 15), but 
there were also others (in the 19th 
century), when they did not wait.

Days before election: Const. 
694 says that the election should 
take place on the fourth day after 
the electors gather. Following the 
experience from 1541, this four-
day period was devoted to prayer, 
reflection and collecting information 
about possible candidates.

The same paragraph specifies 
that, once the electors gathered, 
the vicar general ought to address 
them with an exhortation, inviting 
them to proceed to the election 
considering the greater service of 
God and the good governance of the 
Society. In his address, he cannot 
recommend any of the candidates, 
and so the speech had to remain a 
spiritual talk.

What else should be done 
at the first session? In 1558 the 
first general congregation followed 
the suggestions of Polanco. Later 
these found a place in the Formula. 
Even before the vicar’s address the 
following steps had to be taken: 1) 
a declaration that the congregation 
was full and legitimate and that 
it supplies legal defects, if there 
were any; 2) if  the general had 
died, another address of the vicar, 
reporting what had happened in 
the Society since the general’s death; 
3) the election of the following: a)  
representatives to go to the pope to 
ask for his blessing; b) one member 
who would address the congregation 
on the day of the election; c) another 
one who will close the doors of the 
aula before the election takes place.

After this first day, followed 
three other days of the retreat, 
during which the electors were 
told not to decide, but to leave the 
decision to the day of the election. 

GC 1 specified how to ask for and how to give 
information about the possible candidates. 

A text, probably authored by Polanco, 
specified the details of this process.
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During these days the electors 
have to choose, by a written vote, a 
secretary of the congregation and 
his assistant, both necessary for the 
work of the assembly (Const. 703).

Besides that, in 1565 GC 2 
decided that a special commission 
should be established to see “whether 
there is any matter in which the 
Society has experienced any special 
harm or whether there is a danger 
that it may face any harm that should 
be repaired or forestalled by some 
special foresight or diligence”. Its 
members were: vicar general, his 
assistant and some Fathers from 
among the electors. Until GC 31 
(1965-1966) this commission was 
called de detrimenta, then its name 
changed to de statu Societatis and 
remains such.

During these days before 
the election, it was obligatory for 
the electors to reveal to the vicar 
if anyone canvassed support for 
himself,  seeking to be elected 
(Const. 695). If that was found to 
be true, the Jesuit who was guilty 
was to be punished by depriving him 
of his active and passive voice, and 
excluding him from this and from 
any other congregation, but the fault 
had to be sufficiently proved (Const. 
695-696).

There were a t  l eas t  two 
situations when someone was 
denounced: Nadal during GC 1 
and Olivier Manareus at GC 4 – 
apparently without sufficient reason 
on both occasions. In the first case, it 
was because one of the Jesuits spoke 
about Nadal as the next general; in 
the second case, Pope Gregory XIII 
declared later that Fr Manareus was 
not guilty.

Coming back to the three days 
of the ‘retreat’ preceding the election 
day, in 1558 GC 1 added that during 
this time the electors could not leave 

the house without the permission of 
the vicar. Other practices like  prayer, 
masses, fasting were added later. 
Nadal suggested that during these 
days, except at night, there should be 

always somebody in the chapel.
Since the aim of this ‘retreat’ 

is gathering information about 
candidates, GC 1 specified how to 
ask for and how to give information. 
A special text (Ratio informationis) 
in six chapters, probably authored 
by Polanco, contained the details as 
who should ask whom (electors had 
to ask other electors), what and how 
to ask, etc. Later on this text entered 
the Formula.

From all these we can see that 
the Jesuit way of proceeding was 
sometimes unusual if compared to 
other elections as practiced at that 
time in other ecclesiastical milieus. 
In fact, the first Ignatian intuitions 
and their explanations given later 
by general congregations were both 
inspired by legislations of other 
religious congregations (especially 
Dominicans and Franciscans), but 
also specific and original.

Election
After the four-day retreat, the 

day of the election follows. That 
day, one of the electors had to say a 
Mass of the Holy Spirit, at which all 

should participate and during which 
all receive the Communion (Const. 
697). To understand this prescription 
we should remember the discipline 
of the sacraments and liturgy of 
the time (no concelebration and no 
frequent Communion!).

After the Mass, at the sign of 
the bell, all electors had to gather 
in a place destined for the election 
(Const. 698). There, one of them had 
to deliver a short speech, inviting 
all to choose the right candidate. 
Like the vicar’s address on the first 
day, this too was supposed to be a 
general exhortation, avoiding any 
mention of anyone. Afterwards, all 
sing the hymn, Veni Creator. Then, 
a Jesuit assigned for this task, would 
close the door of the room, making 
it impossible for any of the electors 
to leave. No other communication 
with the electors  was allowed till 
the general was elected. 

Since GC 28 (1938), 
all general congregations 

have been held at the present Curia 
at Borgo Santo Spirito.
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Some of these elements were 
explained or modified later. Already 
GC 1 decided that the one, who 
had to say the Mass was either the 
vicar, or somebody whom he would 
choose. The same congregation also 
established such details as the order 
in which the electors would go in a 
procession to the church, or while 
going to the Communion, or going 
after the Mass from the church to 
the place of the election. It says  that 
the electors would leave the church 
preceded by other confreres holding 
the cross and singing Veni Creator. 
After the door was closed, the other 
confreres would remain outside (in 
the garden or in the church), praying 
till a general is elected.

GC 1 decided that the electors 
would gather for the election in 
the room where St Ignatius died. A 
question was even raised whether it 
was necessary to put beds there, in 
case the election would last longer 
than a day. But the congregation did 

not find it necessary to arrange beds 
for the electors. Further experience 
confirmed that one session was 
sufficient to choose the general.

Once the doors were closed, the 
electors listened to a short address 
delivered by someone previously 
chosen. After that, came the time of 
the election.

There were three possible forms 
of election: common inspiration, 
ballot and arbitration.

Const. 700 foresees a situation 
when all - by a special inspiration 
of God - decide immediately who 
should be the general; in this case, 
the election was valid and nothing 
more had to be done. Although 
such a possibility was never ruled 

out, something like that has never 
happened in the Society’s history.

N o r m a l l y,  t h e  e l e c t o r s 
follow the second way prescribed 
in the Constitutions: the ballot. 
As Const. 701-702 say, first each 
one should pray in silence and, 

without communicating with the 
others, should write the name of 
the candidate on a paper and sign. 
All that should be done during no 
more than one hour. 

Const .  701  descr ibes the 
moment of the election itself: starting 
with the vicar, the secretary and his 
assistant, the electors approach a 
table placed in the centre and cast 
their ballot, pronouncing an oath, 
promising that they would choose 
the one whom they judge right 
for being the general. Const. 705 
proposes the text of this oath, saying 
also that it should be written on the 
outer side of the ballot: “With all 
reverence, I call upon Jesus Christ, 
Eternal Wisdom, to witness that I, 
N., choose and name as superior 
general of the Society of Jesus the one 
I think most fit to bear this burden”.

When all electors finish casting 
their ballots, the secretary reads the 
names from the ballots. If one of 
the candidates receives more than 
a half of the votes, he becomes the 
general. If that is the case, the vicar 
formulates the following official 
decree of election: “In the name 
of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. I, N., in my own 
name and the name of all those who 
have the same opinion, elect N. as 
superior general of the Society of 
Jesus” (Const. 701).

If no one receives more than 
half of the votes evan after many 
ballots,  then the third way of 
election (inspired by the Franciscan 
tradition) should be followed: the 
compromise (or arbitration). The 
most recent Formula determined 
that the compromise should be 
implemented after five ballots, if 
the congregation decides so by 
unanimous and secret vote. It consists 
in choosing three or five electors 

The one who is elected cannot refuse.
The background to this prescription seems to 

have been the events of April 1541,
when Ignatius resisted for several days 

before finally accepting his election.

Peter Faber’s ballot
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Fr Robert Danieluk, SJ, of the Northern 
Polish Province, is the Collaborator of the 
Archives (ARSI), Rome. He can be contacted at: 
arsi-danieluk@sjcuria.org

from the assembly (later they were 
to be one from each Assistancy). 
They were to be chosen in a written 
ballot from those who had received 
a considerable number of votes. 
They would choose the general 
from their group (Const. 707-708).
This form of election too has never 
been used in the Society’s history.

After the election
When the result of the election 

is clear, after the vicar has declared 
the decree, all should give reverence 
to the new general by kneeling 
before him and kissing his hand, 
starting from the vicar and those 
who assisted him. This has obviously 
changed to handshakes and hugs. 
At the end, all pray, singing  the Te 
Deum (Const. 701).

GC 1 specified that after the 
election, all should go back to the 
church, singing the hymn Benedictus 
Dominus Deus and join the other 
Jesuits who have been praying and 
waiting for the result of the election. 
Once in the church, they all sing 
Te Deum, then one of the priests 
says three prayers: one to the Holy 
Trinity, the other thanksgiving, and 
the third one, using the liturgical 
prayer of the day. In 1649, GC 9 
added to these also the fourth prayer 
to be said at the altar of St Ignatius 
in the Gesù church.

The one who is elected cannot 
refuse. The background to this 
prescription seems to have been 
the events of  April 1541, when 
Ignatius resisted for several days 
before finally accepting his election. 
Nobody is allowed either to change 
his vote or to attempt to repeat the 
electoral process. Anyone who tried 
to do so would be punished with 
excommunication latae sententiae 
and other penalties (Const. 709-
710). Later this punishment was 

abrogated by Fr General in virtue of 
the decree 53 of GC 31. 

The prescriptions concerning 
the time “after” the election are 
similar to what the canon law 
prescribes. One of the requirements, 

quoted in Formula 87, is for the 
newly-elected general to make his 
profession of faith and sign the acts 
of the Congregation.

In 1946, GC 29 decreed that 
after the election, the pope should 
be informed as quickly as possible 
about its result.

The electors are not compelled 
to elect only one of the delegates 
present at the congregation. When 
Const. 694 says that the electors 
should think “who in the whole 
Society might be most suitable for 
that office”, the “whole Society” 
means the professed Society. So it 
was possible that a professed who 
was not an elector was elected the 
general. GC 7 (1615-1616) faced this 
possibility  in its decree 38. But so 
far something like this has never 
happened.

 F r o m  a l l  t h a t  I  h ave 
described, we can see that the 
way of proceeding followed by the 
Society of Jesus while choosing the 
Order’s superior general is the fruit 
of experience over hundreds of years 

and practices followed by many 
generations of Jesuits. Of course, 
several details I have cited here in 
this article, have changed according 
to the circumstances and the context. 
Today’s context is obviously not the 
same as what prevailed in 16th or 
17th century. However, the essential 
elements of this election process 
and its dynamic are the same. These 
have been minutely followed. They 
have been put in practice to prepare 
for and to conduct the election on 
14 October 2016, when Fr Arturo 
Sosa was elected the Society’s 31st 
superior general.

There were three possible forms 
of election: common inspiration, ballot 

and arbitration.
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Fr Brennan gives XLRI’s Silver 
Jubilee Oration on Ethics

On 26 Nov ‘16 XLRI and JRD Tata Foundation for Business 
Ethics presented the twenty fifth JRD Tata oration on Business 
Ethics and the speaker was Fr. (Dr.) Frank Brennan, SJ, Professor 
of Law, Australian Catholic University. Fr Brennan spoke on “The 
Place of International Law in Seeking Sustainable Development 
for India: Some Ethical Reflections.” 

 In his speech he said in seeking sustainable development 
for India, problems related to ethics in three important areas – 
economic, political and legal – can be addressed by consideration 
of the profound truths and insights of all the religious traditions in 
this country. He compared the situation in his own country and 
that of other developing countries and gave numerous examples 
to illustrate his point on ethical business. He on many occasions 
quoted Pope Francis and raised the Pope’s concern for the poor 
and the marginalized. He cited Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato 
Si on caring for our common home.

 Fr Brennan stated that serving the needs and interests 
of our planet is the great contemporary challenge, while at the 
same time continuing to  work to raise India’s poor out of poverty. 
He emphasized that those who are privileged with wealth, power 
and influence need to see themselves as the primary custodians 
of the planet and as key contributors to the task of abolishing 
dehumanizing poverty. 

Fr Brennan is involved in establishing the basic rights of 
and ensuring a decent life for the indigenous people of Australia, 
helping them realize  their aspirations which are guaranteed in 
the Australian Constitution. The Australian Government honored 
Fr Brennan with an ‘Officer of the Order of Australia (AO)’ award 
for services to Aboriginal Australians, particularly as an advocate 
in the areas of law, social justice and reconciliation. He was the 
recipient of the Migration Institute of Australia’s 2013 Distinguished 
Service to Immigration Award and in 2015 Eureka Democracy 
Award for his contribution to strengthening democratic traditions 
in Australia. He has also written numerous books wherein he has 
elaborated his beliefs and convictions.

He compared the problems faced by the poor and 
marginalized people of India with that of the indigenous inhabitants 
of Australia. He concluded his oration by saying that development 
of national laws and policies needs to be contoured by sufficient 
regard for the principles and values enunciated in international 
law. Laws and policies cannot be fully integrated into the life of the 
community unless the law makers and policy makers are finely 
attuned to all that is noblest in their cultures and in their religious 
and philosophical traditions.

In 1991 XLRI –Xavier School of Management, in association 
with few Tata Group Companies, founded the XLRI – JRD Tata 
Foundation for Business Ethics. For the past 25 years eminent 
speakers from around the globe have spoken on the urgent need 
of doing business in an ethical manner and to evolve a conducive 
culture in which it can thrive and progress.

 Fr E. Abraham, SJ, Director, XLRI welcomed the 
distinguished Speaker and gave a brief history of the foundation 
and its activities.  Fr Oswald Mascarenhas, SJ. the JRD Tata Chair 
professor of Business Ethics at XLRI spoke of various research 
projects undertaken by the Foundation.    

                                                         - Vincent R. Athaide

JESA Province Coordinators 
meet in Pune 

The Province Coordinators for Social Action met in Pune 
for two days’ ‘Sharing cum Planning’ session. Sannybhai, JESA 
Secretary, welcomed all the CSAs. After the brief introduction of 
the newly-appointed Director of Assistancy Development Office 
(ADO), Mr. Lourdes Baptista, all the CSAs introduced themselves. 
Fr Ed Fassett, Secretary, Collaboration at the Curia, Rome spelt 
out the purpose of his being part of this meeting. 

Later the message of Fr Patxi Alvarez, SJ, Secretary, Social 
Action, Rome was read out. He appreciated the JESA’s initiative 
of Lok Manch, saying, “Today the world is producing enough 
food to feed everybody and goods to bring a dignified life for all. 
However, we face many difficulties in our times. There are still too 
many people left out, who cannot reap the benefits that belong to 
all humanity. This is a shame. Yet, these poor people have many 
capacities, they may be materially poor, but their spirits are alive, 
they have values, ideas and energy. You should believe in them 
and in their capacities. You are also sowers of change. I wish this 
workshop may give you the spirit, wisdom and stamina you need 
to continue working for the rights of the poor, building up a humane 
alternative to our world”. 

Lourdes gave a brief introduction about the newly 
established ADO, its functions and how he planned to execute 
the mandate given to him in the coming months. He then said 
that Lok Manch is one of the pillars on which we can build the 
national identity of the Jesuits. He also added that the issues 
that have been taken up by Lok Manch like NFSA, SCSP/TSP/
WASH as tools to capacitate the marginalized communities. Our 
efforts will have a national appeal and we can make a significant 
contribution by providing research-based evidence as well as 
strategies and action plans, he said. Talking on “Collaboration and 
Convergence,’’ he stressed the idea of ‘one Emblem, one Colour 
and one Brand Name’ which would create an international Jesuit 
brand. With this it would be easy to convince the donors and 
ensure their support to the Jesuit projects. Then as homework, he 
suggested the collection of data on non-formal education across 
the assistancy. We need to collate this, again to give it a national 
identity for the Jesuits involved in such programs. He solicited the 
support and collaboration of the CSAs along with the PDDs. All 
the members of the group promised their unanimous support to 
make this happen. On the second day started morning sessions 
were for the personal sharing of CSAs on their joys and pains as 
Coordinators. Most CSAs expressed a sense of satisfaction and 
a desire to go ahead with greater vigour. 

The responsibility to host the next JESA Convention 2017 
was entrusted to the Western Region.  Sannybhai was highly 
praised and thanked for the meticulous planning and execution 
of the 2nd National Workshop of Lok Manch attended by 120 
women and men of 100 organizations from 12 States as well as 
the CSAs.      - Santosh Vas, SJ & John Ari, SJ
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Cathedral of Münstereifel, 
the Jesuit Fr Rhinkop set out 
with a lay brother to start 
the Eifel mission.  Though 
the people liked Fr Rhinkop, 
some of the clerics did not 
want the Jesuits to have a 
permanent establishment 
in Münstereifel .     To 
counteract any move to 
thwart the Jesuits,   300 
citizens sent a petition to 
Duke Wolfgang Wilhelm, 
urging him to permit the 
Jesuits to establish a college 
in Münstereifel.    The Duke 
not only gave the Jesuits  

permission but also granted them   land, money and 
materials to build a school and a chapel.   The citizens 
too gave their contributions.  The wool-weavers of the 
town donated  the income of  around 300 acres of their 
vast properties to the Jesuits.  Duke Wilhelm made 
over to the Jesuits properties in Kolvenbach which 
were valued very highly and were alienated from the 
Canons .The Canons put up a fight to retain their prime 
properties and so demanded tithes from the Jesuits. As 
part of the legal process witnesses were summoned to 
clarify the legal status. While the Cathedral’s witnesses 
testified that St. Antonio’s Manor paid tithes, the Jesuit 
procurator got his own set of witnesses. The oldest 
among them, John Kolvenbach, testified that he had  
heard from his father that St. Antonio’s Manor was 
tithe free.     

With the suppression of the Society in 1773 by 
Pope Clement XIV the Jesuit properties at Kolvenbach  
amounting to nearly 40 acres reverted to the crown.  
Count  Carl Theodore handed over the management of 
the Jesuit college to a religious body.  The properties at 
Kolvenbach were given to the school for its maintenance 
and rented out to the inhabitants of Kolvenbach as in 
olden times. The Jesuit school, called today St. Michael 
Gymnasium, is run by the state. The chapel built then 
still stands, with a board saying that it was built by 
the Jesuits. It is today a much sought-after chapel for 
celebration of weddings.

No, I have never met 
Fr Kolvenbach.   But 

I have been in Kolvenbach. I 
had passed through that little 
village umpteen times.  But 
that evening  it was the first 
time that I noticed the name 
board of the village.  “ Stop!” 
I yelled to my friend Hans, 
who was driving the car.  He 
jammed the breaks, thinking 
that something was amiss. I 
got out of the car, walked back 
to the name board and stared at it. “ Are you all right?” 
asked Hans who had come out and stood near me.  
“Kolvenbach!” I read aloud with a tone of astonishment.  
“Well, this village was Kolvenbach and is Kolvenbach.  
What’s all this excitement about?” asked Hans. “ You 
know,” I said, “Our Fr General is called Kolvenbach”. 
“Look,” said Hans. “Quite a number of people around 
here are called Kolvenbach.  May be your General comes 
from here”.   “Our General is not a German. He is from 
Holland.  I wonder whether he knows that there is a 
village bearing his name”.    I whipped out my camera 
and took a picture of the name board with the village in 
the background.

I sent the picture to Fr Kolvenbach  through Fr 
Julian Fernandes, the then Regional Assistant, asking 
him to find out if our General  knew about the existence 
of this village. Fr Kolvenbach  was gracious enough to 
write in his own hand that he did know the village.   His 
ancestors, he said, came from that village.  They had 
migrated to the United States from where  his family 
had come back to Holland.

Kolvenbach is a tiny little village, formerly 
independent but now a satellite of Münstereifel, a 
small  health resort  in the rugged, hilly Eifel region of 
Germany, about 40 km from Cologne on the Rhine.  The 
Jesuit connection with Kolvenbach began in 1625. The 
counter reformation had just begun and Jesuits were 
invited all over Germany to start schools to educate the 
youth in liberal arts and in Christian doctrine .   On 
the invitation of the Magistrate and Canons of the 

BETWEEN US

By Leo D’Souza, SJ

Fr Leo D’Souza, SJ, is an environmental biotechnologist residing 
at St Aloysius College, Mangaluru, Karnataka.



My Tryst with 
Kolvenbach
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Lok Manch (People’s Forum) 
is envisioned as a movement 
of and by the dalits, adivasis, 

women, minorities, urban poor and other 
marginalized communities. About 100 
organizations from 12 states have formed 
‘Lok Manch’ to expand the rights of these 
communities, by capacitating them to 
become informed citizens, using access 
to entitlements as a tool.               

A massive baseline survey was 
initiated under the auspices of Indian 
Social Institute, New Delhi and Bangalore 
to bring out a status report on various 
entitlements. From June to August 2016, 
96 local organisations were involved in 
collecting household and village data 
regarding entitlements in approximately 
1840 villages across 12 states: Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Jharkhand, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand and West 
Bengal.               

This report brings out the realities 
of various marginalised communities 
with special focus on Scheduled Castes 
(SCs or Dalits), Scheduled Tribes (STs or 
Adivasis) and Other Backward Classes 
(OBC), carried out in 113 blocks / taluks 
in 46 districts.   
 Identity cards:  It is seen that 
of the 268,087 responses 62% do not 
possess a caste or tribal certificate. 
Number of households with a caste/ 
tribal certificate is low in Darjeeling (West 
Bengal), Gujarat and Bihar. In many 
instances, no permanent certification is 
provided by the government. People are 
asked to apply for caste/ tribal certificates 
when needed. Many expressed that since 
they felt harassed by the long process, 
they abandon the effort to get certificates, 
out of frustration. In the absence of a 
caste/tribal certificate, there is a high 
likelihood of households being deprived 
of basic entitlements.

By Stan Swamy, SJ Aadhaar Cards: 30 % of family 
members do not possess Aadhaar card. 
While 47% in Bihar do not have it, a state 
like Kerala has only 10% who do not have 
it. While initiating issuance of new ration 
cards under NFSA, the families were 
told, to first get an Aadhaar card and then 
apply for a ration card. In many cases, 
new ration cards under NFSA were not 
issued as the head of the households did 
not possess an Aadhaar card. To deny 
food entitlements to the poor on the basis 
of an identity card, despite having a ration 
card under the old system, is unjustifiable. 
Right to food of the poor is being denied 
on a technicality.

Voter ID:  About 10 %  of eligible 
voters still do not have a Voter ID. 
Households in rural areas are more 
deprived of Aadhaar cards and Voter IDs 
than those living in small towns and urban 
areas.

Pension: Nearly 54 % of the elderly 
and 44 % of widows are deprived of 
pension benefits. It is sad to note that the 
so-called developed states like Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu deprive more 
than 70% of their elderly citizens from 
old-age pension. In Chhattisgarh and 
Bengal, elderly persons not able to access 
Old Age pension is very high. The worst 
sufferers are from the dalit and adivasi 
communities.

Maternity assistance: The law says 
a sum of Rs.6000 should be handed over 
to every pregnant woman to take care of 
herself and her baby with sufficient nutrient 
food. At the all-India level, a shocking 66% 
of the poor are not receiving this needed 
help. Bihar, Jharkhand, Chattisgarh, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Bengal where Adivasis 
and Dalits form a significant section of the 
population are denying this benefit to over 
70%  of the the poorest of the poor. On the 
other hand, states like Kerala, Tamilnadu, 
Delhi where the general population is 
more aware of their rights are the best 
performing states.

Care of children: NFSA provides 
one free meal for children aged 6 months 
to 5 years through ‘Anganwadis’ and one 

free meal for school-going children through 
the Midday Meal (MDM) scheme. Nearly 
40 % of children below 5 years and 25% of 
school-going students are deprived of the 
single free meal. Anganwadis do not seem 
to function in Chhattisgarh where 76% 
of children do not receive the free meal. 
Deprivation of food in early childhood has 
deep implications on later life. 

Ration Cards:  It is shocking 
that about 20 % do not possess ration 
cards - either new or old. More than 
35 % households in Jharkhand and 
Maharashtra, where tribal households 
are very high, do not have ration cards. 
As per Planning Commission’s report in 
2013, one fourth (26%) of the population  
in rural areas, 14% in urban areas and 30% 
for the country as a whole live in abject 
poverty. They are basically unemployed 
or under-employed and therefore with no 
steady income. Hence they are dependent 
on the government to survive. Sadly the 
government is leaving one-fifth of its rural 
population hungry and starving.

Drinking water and Toilets:  
Drinking water facility is available in 44% 
of households and toilet facility is available 
only in 26% of households. It is difficult to 
understand why in both more developed 
as well as less developed states, more 
than 70% of rural households do not have 
toilet facility at home. Nearly in 80 per cent 
of villages drainage system and public 
toilet facility is not available, which is the 
main cause of the spread of preventable 
diseases. In the absence of toilets at 
home and no public toilet facility many 
still continue with the age-old shameful 
practice of open defecation.

Three years have passed since the 
NSFA became a law but only about one-
fourth of its assurances have been met. 
It looks like that the ruling class wants to 
keep the masses hungry. ‘Keep the people 
hungry but don’t let them starve’ seems to 
be the guiding principle. Because if they 
have to starve they will revolt against the 
system. So the laws favouring the poor 
remain show pieces - not meant to be 
implemented. 

‘Don’t let them starve, but keep them hungry’
National Report on Implementation of 

‘National Food Security Act’ (NFSA), 2013
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There is a beauti ful 
incident in the last 
chapter of the Book of 

Genesis. After the death of their father 
Jacob, Joseph’s brothers came to him 
to plead for forgiveness, offering 
themselves to him as slaves. “But 
Joseph answered them, ‘Fear not, for 
am I in the place of God? As for you, 
you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. So do not fear; 
I will provide for you and your little 
ones.’ Thus he reassured them and 
comforted them” (Gen. 50:19-21).

‘You meant evil against me – 
but God meant it for good!’ How 
often down the centuries have holy 
men and women - including Jesuits - 
found these words echoing their own 
experiences of hurtful relationships! 
And how often has this faith-vision of 
God’s loving providence helped men 
and women of every century to find 
peace, strength and even joy in the 
face of life’s vicissitudes!

We have here in a nutshell an 
important key to holy and victorious 
living, one that shows us how to 
recognize well the two basic mysteries 
enveloping all human beings, the 
mystery of Good and the mystery of 
Evil. All of us must learn, through 
these experiences, to walk steadfastly 
on the path to sanctity.

The mystery of Good is the 
mystery of God’s love. Our experience 
of the love and delight God bears 
us teaches us to recognize that all 

the good things in life are signs that 
Someone cares.

On the other hand, all of us also 
encounter the inescapable mystery 
of Evil, and feel deep anguish as 
we grapple with it in our personal 
individual lives, in our family and 
social lives, and in our ministry.

How are we to reconcile the 
experience of Evil, of things not going 
well, of various needs and problems, 
of harm done to us even by “friends” 
or relatives (and brother Jesuits), with 
the fact of a God whose love for us is 
extravagant, magnanimous, faithful 
and everlasting?

Human life is full of mystery. 
No one can tell what will become of 
a child that is newly-born. A long life 
or a short one, health or sickness, 
wealth and success or failure and 
misery, noble service to humanity or 
a life of crime – all of these are real 
possibilities, as myriads of particular 
circumstances influence the child’s 
actual history. Are such circumstances 
just luck, chance, blind fate, as many 
insist? Or worse, as some believe, is 
life somehow controlled by assorted 
spirits and demons?

For a Christian too, life remains 
a mystery. But it is never a mystery of 
chance or superstition, it is a sacred 
mystery, a mystery of faith. “The 
mystery of our lives is in the hands 
of God,” said Pope St John XXIII, and 
every saint (Ignatius, par excellence) 
has been characterized by such 
invincible faith! Such faith is the 
stuff of holiness, and we need it all 
the more in today’s unspiritual world. 
“This is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith” (1Jn5:4).

The modern world militates 
against faith and holiness, because it 
abhors mystery. A sense of mystery, 
a sense of the sacred, is of no use to 
big business, science, politics, etc., 
because life in this world is all that 
they are interested in. For example, the 
world tries to banish all mystery from 
love and marriage: “Why put up with 
an unsuitable partner? Why forego 
the sensual pleasures of the moment? 
Why tolerate any ‘mystery’ about the 
human person?” The result: free sex, 
divorce, abortion, euthanasia, etc., 
become the accepted order of the day, 
with their consequent tragedies.

Because the world laughs away 
all mystery in human life, prayer, 
worship, penance, the sacraments, 
etc are considered irrelevant and 
unnecessary (sadly, even among 
some Jesuits). Church statistics 
reveal the impact the mass media’s 
propaganda is having: many religious 
congregations dying for lack of 
vocations, only a fraction of those 
baptized attending Sunday Mass even 
in “Catholic” countries. The rejection 
of a sense of mystery in life necessarily 
leads to the rejection of the quest for 
sanctity.

Sanctity cannot be programmed. 
“God desires sanctity, and leads 
man to it along ways known only 
to him,” wrote Pope St John Paul 
II. Joseph, sold into slavery by his 
jealous brothers, was led by God to 
sanctity along ways known only to 
him. The apostles, the martyrs, the 
holy men and women in the Church, 
all the saints were led to sanctity by 
God along ways known only to him. 
What they did was to entrust their 
lives to Jesus, their Lord, choosing 

Life is a mystery, but

By Fio Mascarenhas, SJ

joy is possible!
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to believe that the mystery of their 
life was completely in the hands of a 
loving God. Thereafter, they remained 
secure in the knowledge that the 
sovereign God who gave them life 
was also the ruler over every detail of 
their life’s journey, and that he would 
finally bring them to true fulfillment 
and unending happiness. Thus, even 
when they met with reverses in life, 
they knew: “God means it for good! 
He is able to turn it to our benefit!” 
(cf. Rom.8:28).

A daily Lectio Divina can foster 
this sense of mystery, this sense of 
the sacred, this precious and deep 
gift of faith! Jesus is Lord, and all 
history belongs to him. This is a 
mystery, a reality that can never be 
fully comprehended or explained 
rationally. But as we open ourselves 
to the Holy Spirit, he will “illumine 
the eyes of our hearts” (Eph.1:18), and 
keep alive and strong in us a sense of 
the mystery of human life, the mystery 
of the Church, the mystery of God’s 
Kingdom, the mystery of being “sons 
and daughters of God... and co-heirs 
with Christ” (Rom.8:17).

The Church prays in the liturgy 
of the Sunday Eucharist (Weeks 2 and 
3 of the Year), “Almighty and ever-
present Father, your watchful care 
reaches from end to end, and orders 
all things in such power that even the 
tensions and tragedies of sin cannot 
frustrate your loving plans... The love 
you offer always exceeds the furthest 
expression of the human heart. Direct 
each thought, each effort of our life, 
so that the limits of our faults and 
weaknesses may not obscure the 
vision of your glory, or keep us from 
the peace you have promised…” 

Such prayers, expressing the 
faith of the Church, cannot be prayed 
without a deep sense of mystery! 
They need a foundational faith 
that ‘wherever evil abounds, grace 
superabounds’ (Rom.5:20), and that 
a loving God watches over and guides 

the destiny of human beings. May 
this spirit of courage, of biblical 
wisdom, and of Christian hope fill us 
and move us to trust in, and entrust 
ourselves to, our great and all-holy 
Triune God, especially at moments 
when our personal weaknesses and/or 
the sinfulness of others tend to weigh 
us down. 

The great Cardinal Suenens 
declared, “As death approaches, I see 

on every page of my life a watermark, 
so to say, that shows how the attentive 
love of God has watched over my 
daily goings and comings, so much 
is it true that what we called chance 
or coinciding circumstances were 
but Providence at work with infinite 
delicacy. How deeply too would I 
testify to the fact that, through life’s 
sufferings, I have felt, every day, 
the truth of Jesus’ promise to his 
disciples which guaranteed them 
“a joy which no one can ever take 
from you” (Spiritual Journey, FIAT 
Publications, 1990).

To sum up, here are some stirring 
words of The Second Vatican Council: 
“The Church believes that Christ, 
who died and was raised up for all, 

can through his Spirit offer man the 
light and the strength to measure up 
to his supreme destiny. She likewise 
holds that in her most benign Lord 
and Master can be found the key, the 
focal point, and the goal of all human 
history. The Church also maintains 
that beneath all changes there are so 
many realities which do not change and 
which have their ultimate foundation 
in Christ, who is the same, yesterday, 

today, and forever” (GS, n.10).
In this Third Millennium, 

Christians everywhere  - and especially 
we Jesuits after GC36 - must enter 
more deeply into a dynamic Trinitarian 
spirituality! May all the Church’s 
efforts at faith-formation help every 
disciple to personally appropriate, 
and then share, all the graces that God 
is lavishly bestowing on humanity. 
May this empower them to a greater 
involvement in the world, so as to turn 
it into “a place where righteousness 
can be at home” (2Pt.3:13).This world 
must become the Kingdom of our 
God, a Kingdom of justice and peace, 
of truth and love, of beauty and 
happiness! 

Fr Fio Mascarenhas, SJ (BOM) is the 
Chairman of Catholic Bible Institute, Mumbai.

Because the world laughs 
away all mystery in 

human life, prayer, worship, 
penance, the sacraments, etc 

are considered irrelevant 
and unnecessary.
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He had a very personal touch. At 
the end of July, I was desperately trying 
to do some last minute packing in my 
room, before my departure for India, 
when I heard a soft tap on my door. When 
I opened it, to my great amazement I 
found PHK. He smiled and said, “I have 
just come to say ‘Bon Voyage’”. Making 
myself a bit presentable, I asked if I could 
have a picture with him to take back to 
India with me. He immediately obliged. 
There was not a soul that morning on 
our corridor to click the picture. I asked 
whether we could do a ‘selfie’. He did not 
have a clue to what a selfie was. When I 
did a couple (rather bad shots) he seemed 
very amused and said everything is 
possible nowadays!

Sometime ago, some Jesuit 
companions suggested I do an interview 
with him. One evening, early in 
November, I went to his room with the 
hard copy of an interview which I had 
with him in Ahmedabad in November 
2006 when he visited the Gujarat 
Province (It appeared in Jivan of Jan 
2007). He looked at it very carefully, 
and with the sense of humour which 
characterised him, he smilingly said, 
“Did I actually say all these things?”. I 
said, “Yes. Because every word was vetted 
and edited by the Curia in Rome before 
it was published.” He smiled again and 
agreed to do the interview – but that day 
never came. On 26 Nov ‘16 he winged his 
way to heaven.

PHK’s funeral on – what would 
have been his 88th birthday - 30 Nov 

‘16 had it all: simple yet solemn and 
very representative of many cultures, 
languages, nationalities and rites.

Fr Dany Youness, the Jesuit 
Provincial of the Proche Orient Province, 
presided over the Eucharistic Celebration, 
in French. Fr Arturo Sosa, the new 
Jesuit General, Fr Antoine Kerhuel, 
the new Secretary of the Society and 
Fr Victor Assouad, the new Regional 
Assistant for Europe and the Near East 
concelebrated.

Patriarchs and Bishops, Jesuits, 
other Clergy and religious, students 
and teachers, Fr Kolvenbach’s sister-
in-law and a nephew who had come 
from the Netherlands, and colleagues, 
Government ministers and commoners 
- they were all there. They had come to 
say their ‘final farewell’ to a man who 
made the Near East his home, immersing 
himself in the local culture and the 
Armenian tradition. Fr General Arturo, 
in his homily in Spanish, highlighted 
the fact that Fr Kolvenbach was both a 
‘father and a brother’ to all. The Apostolic 
Nuncio, Gabriele Caccia read out a 
personal and warm message from Pope 
Francis (see p. 16). The Armenian and 
Maronite Patriarchs also spoke about 
Fr Kolvenbach’s silent but significant 
contribution in different fields.

Kolvenbach was indeed a great 
soul, a wonderful human being, a Jesuit 
to the core. We rejoice in the fact that 
he belonged to our times and to our 
Society.

TRIBUTE

It is a rare privilege indeed to 
live in the same community, in 

which a former Superior General of the 
Society of Jesus also resides. In January 
2016, when I came to Beirut to work 
with the Jesuit Refugee Service(JRS) 
and live in the Jesuit Community of St 
Joseph, I was happy that Fr Peter Hans 
Kolvenbach(PHK) was also a member of 
the same community.

From ‘day one’ we seemed to 
have struck a ‘rapport’. He fondly 
remembered his visits to India and to 
other parts of South Asia – and also his 
visits to my province, Gujarat. PHK was 
a man of few words – but his memory, 
till the end, was phenomenal. In brief 
conversations he provided an insight, a 
historical fact – which would leave the 
listener dumbfounded.

In January 2008, after his 
resignation as Superior General, he 
quietly returned to Beirut, a place he 
had made his home, more than 50 years 
earlier. Here he began his ‘hidden life’ 
as an Assistant Librarian, looking into 
books and manuscripts. The Armenian 
rite, language and culture were his forte, 
and so he was also focussed on them. 
He was also entrusted with some other 
responsibilities.

Kolvenbach would normally come 
in a bit earlier for the 1.00 pm lunch 
when most of the community would be 
together. His evening meal was generally 
around 4. 30 pm. We both had our 
rooms on the 7th floor of the residence, 
so invariably we would bump into one 
another. “Comment allez-vous?” (how 
are you?) he would ask in his French 
which was far from colloquial. He would 
not wait for an answer before his next 
question, “And how is your work with 
the refugees?” Having been the Superior 
General for almost 25 years and having 
inherited the JRS from Pedro Arrupe, 
who started it just a few months before 
his stroke. Kolvenbach always had a 
heart for the refugees. In 1990, he wrote 
one of the most defining letters on the 
JRS to the universal Society.

Fa rewe ll
to a great soul

By Cedric Prakash, SJ

(Lives on the same 
floor of the Jesuit House 
in Lebanon, where Fr PHK 
lived after his retirement.)
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After the death of Jesuit Fr. 
Peter Hans Kolvenbach, 

Pope Francis sent a letter to the 
Society praising his fidelity and 
offering prayers for the repose of 
his soul. “Learning of the news of 
the holy death of Fr. Peter Hans 
Kolvenbach SJ, former Superior 
General of the Society of Jesus, I 
wish to express to you and to the 
entire Jesuit family my most sincere 
condolences,” the Pope said in a Nov. 
28 letter. Addressed to the current 
head of the Society, Fr. Arturo Sosa, 
the letter recalled the “integral 
fidelity” with which Fr. Kolvenbach 
served Christ and the Gospel, as 
well as his “generous commitment 
to exercising his ministry for the 
good of the Church.”

Integral fidelity 
and generous 
commitment

Pope Francis

The Lord’s chosen instrument 
to restore unity and peace

Remembering Fr Peter-Hans 
Kolvenbach is inevitably 

recalling also the transition of the 
Society of Jesus from the turbulent 
and tense years of 1975-‘83 to the 
more serene decades following his 
election in 1983 as Superior General. 
To appreciate the delicate role he was 
eminently suited to play, we need to 
understand the situation prevailing 
prior to his election.

In the 1960’s and 70’s three 
significant factors had created a 
climate of aggiornmento conducive 
to the Society’s typical pioneering 
spirit and creative instinct: Vatican 
Council II, Pedro Arrupe’s term as the 
General and GC 32 that Arrupe had 
called to respond to the new challenges 
confronting the Church and the 
Society. In the energy and excitement 
generated by these three factors, 
many young Jesuits, encouraged 
by their superiors, ventured out 
into unchartered paths to bring the 
Gospel message to people in their 
real-life situations.  Understandably 
mistakes were made in the process, 
but the Gospel came alive especially 
to those who had felt excluded until 
then.  Any such ferment necessarily 
creates turmoil.  Many Church men 
and quite a few Jesuits, long used to 
well settled ways, were unhappy with 
what they perceived as confusion and 
secularising tendencies.  There were 
painful divisions within the Society 
itself between those who wanted 
change and those who opted for the 
status quo. The Holy See, mainly the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith 
(CDF) constantly received serious 

complaints against individual Jesuits 
and against the Society of Jesus, even 
against the General Arrupe.  When 
Arrupe fell ill in August 1981, Pope 
John-Paul II intervened directly 
in the government of the Society, 
replacing the Vicar General appointed 
by Arrupe with Paolo Dezza as his 
personal Delegate, with the mandate 
to “reform”” the Society. However, 
thanks to his personal credibility 
with John-Paul II, Dezza was able to 
convince the Pope that any reform or 
renewal in the Society can come only 
with an elected General.

Peter-Hans Kolvenbach figured 
nowhere in the media speculation 
about “generabiles” when GC-33 
convened in September 1983.  A quiet 
scholar by temperament, genuinely 
humble and self-effacing, he never 
once spoke either during GC-32 of 
which he was a delegate, or in the week 
preceding his election in GC-33.  That 
he was elected General in the very first 
ballot was to us who were in that aula 
an unmistakable and powerful sign 
that the electors were guided solely by 
the Holy Spirit.  

This was proved in the 25 years 
Kolvenbach governed the Society.  
He immediately got down to his task, 
faithful to the orientations of GC-32 
(“service of faith and promotion of 
justice”) and to GC-33 which, with 
necessary correctives, emphatically re-
affirmed this mission, confirmed in the 
intervening and subsequent years by 
scores of Jesuit martyrs laying down 
their lives for it.  He governed very 
much in the line of Arrupe, though less 
charismatically than his predecessor.  
It is greatly thanks to his personal 
credibility and diplomatic skill that the 
Society was able to carry on serving the 
same mission quietly and peacefully.  
He knew every Cardinal of the Roman 
Curia personally, especially the Prefect 
of the CDF, Card. Josef Ratzinger, and 

was able to win their trust.  Always 
wearing a black cassock (a non-verbal 
sign of “conservative solidity” to those 
who might be looking for such a sign!), 
he met them regularly to explain 
the Society’s mission, informing 
them, even before they could receive 
complaints, about Jesuits whose 
writings or activities ruffled local 
ecclesiastical feathers, assuring the 
Holy See that he was taking care of any 
deviations from the Church’s teaching 
that Jesuits might be accused of.

The source of his energy was his 
daily prayer and Eucharist, 4.00 to 
6.00 a.m., before he began his daily 
routine.  The rest of the morning 
would be spent studying the issues 
involved in the decisions he had to 

By Julian Fernandes, SJ

(Lived with Fr PHK  
at the Curia as a Regional 
and General Assistant.)

Courtesy: www.catholicnewsagency.com
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take, followed by the briefing with his 
council at 8.00 a.m., then discussing 
his decisions with individual regional 
assistants and secretaries of apostolic 
sectors.  In the afternoon he met 
visiting Jesuits or Bishops and, a 
voracious and fast reader, he read 
books.  Never a Roman siesta!  At 6.00 
p.m. he would take a simple supper, 
alone and walking up and down in 
the long dining hall, and for the next 
three to four hours he would study 
the weekly correspondence of two or 
three assistancies, correcting drafts 
of replies, jotting down his comments 
and signing letters.  He cleared his 
desk every day, and before he went 
to bed there would be no file left on 
his work-table.  His energy seemed 
inexhaustible.

With his phenomenal memory 
he could remember even insignificant 
details of persons and events.  His 
simple, personal approach and his 
spontaneous humour put at ease 
anyone who met him.  Jesuits, 
benefactors or even ex-Jesuits passing 
through Rome were welcome to lunch 
with him along with the respective 
regional assistant in the small refectory 
of the Jesuit Curia, and to speak to him 
as long as they wished.  He listened 
attentively and sympathetically to the 
most traditional as well as the most 
liberal Jesuits, and they all went away 
feeling understood, encouraged and 
supported.

In what he later light-heartedly 
called his “First Republic”, 1983-95, 
at the age of 55-67, Kolvenbach was 
at the peak of his energy and gained a 
knowledge of the Society much more 
intimate, broad and profound than 
the collective knowledge of all his 
Assistants put together. Even though 
he spent time visiting provinces, 
he was up-to date in handling the 
regular business of governing the 
Society, taking decisions and meeting 
with Cardinals, Bishops and visiting 
Jesuits. About ten years after his 
election he felt he had already carried 
out much of the mandate he had 
received from GC 33 and was looking 
for a “new spark”.  He felt the need to 

get a fresh mandate to tackle the new 
challenges confronting the Society’s 
mission in the fast-changing world.  
GC 34 in 1995 gave him a renewed 
impetus, deepening and broadening 
the faith-justice mission to embrace 
the new dimensions of dialogue with 
cultures and religions.  With that he 
began his “Second Republic”.

himself seriously handicapped by 
Parkinson’s, had deep trust in him 
and was reluctant to have a new Jesuit 
General to deal with.  Crestfallen but 
obedient to the Pope, Kolvenbach 
returned to the Jesuit curia and 
repeated to the council what the 
Pope, citing the Ignatian rule that 
the General is “ad vitam” (for life) 
had told him: “Trust in the Lord and 
continue serving the Society and the 
Church.”  “Seeing the Pope himself 
in that condition,” he confided to us, 
“what more could I say?”

In the following years Kolvenbach 
made heroic efforts to keep up his 
usual rhythm of work.  But clearly the 
20 years of intense work had taken 
their toll and drained his physical and 
psychological energy.  The next five 
years, I believe, were somehow a flat 
routine.  The majority of the assistants, 
too, had been there for several years, 
ageing with him, and seemed unable 
to generate new ideas.  Only after his 
friend Cardinal Ratzinger was elected 
Pope did he succeed in convincing the 
latter that reaching 80 years of age 
he had no more the energy needed 
to continue governing the Society.  
A very sympathetic Benedict XVI, 
probably already thinking of his own 
option eventually to resign, gave his 
blessing to Kolvenbach’s proposal to 
call GC 34 in 2008 and submit to it 
his resignation.

The routine into which his curia 
settled in the last five years of his 
generalate no way minimises the 
invaluable service he rendered to 
the Society of Jesus and the Church 
in his 25 years as Superior General.  
One cannot imagine any other Jesuit, 
absolutely any other Jesuit, who could 
have steered the Society clear of its 
troubled relations with the Holy See.  
He was certainly the Lord’s chosen 
instrument to restore unity and peace 
in the Society, and to give it a clear 
direction for the mission discerned 
and confirmed in successive General 
Congregations. Was this perhaps 
his last thought as he prayerfully 
commended his sainted soul to the 
Master?  

Crestfallen but obedient 
to the Pope, Kolvenbach 

returned to the Jesuit curia 
and repeated to the council 

what the Pope told him.

For about five years thereafter he 
continued with the same unflagging 
inner force.  As he was approaching 
his 73rd year, however, he began to 
feel his energies diminishing, his 
health deteriorating.  Against his 
wish, but humbly obedient to the 
assistants ad providentiam and to the 
house superior, he was hospitalized 
and underwent prolonged treatment.  
In his prayerful discernment over 
the following months he came to 
the conclusion that at the age of 75 
(“Bishops have to retire at 75”) it 
would be time for him to submit his 
resignation to a General Congregation 
in 2003.  He then discussed it in 
confidence with his close council 
and went to seek Pope John-Paul 
II’s approval.  The Pope, by then 
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He was a holy man, very 
much committed to prayer. 

He got up very early and spent time 
in prayer. He never left any work on 
his table when he went to bed. So he 
had his mornings free for prayer. He 
lived very poorly. He used to travel 
with one or two changes of inner linen, 
which he used to wash himself. When 
he passed through Chennai, Jerry 
Rosario helped to replace his torn 
banians. His room was bare, except 
for a table and two chairs. Apart from 
a small tape recorder which he used to 
listen to news and to learn languages, 
a book which he was reading and the 
files that he had to look at that day, 
there would be nothing on his table. 
He had very few needs. 

He was an able administrator 
and a good diplomat. He succeeded 
in a year or two to restore the good 
name of the Society before the Pope 
and the Vatican. He was able to solve 
the tensions within the Society itself. 
He was a good judge of people and he 
adjusted himself accordingly. He had a 
good political sense. He always sought 
a consensus among the consultors. 
Systematically he renewed the Society. 
He wrote letters about every phase of 

the life of a Jesuit from the Novitiate 
onwards. Having lived in the Middle 
East, he was sensitive to cultural 
differences and religious pluralism.  
He must have honed his diplomatic 
skills there. He was a learned man 
and a scholar,  a voracious and fast 
reader. He was very humble and 
he never showed off. He was a very 
patient man. He once suffered from 
herpes, a very painful disease, but he 
went about as usual. He was a very 
private person. I do not know whether 
he had any close friends. And yet he 
was never too busy to miss community 
gatherings. 

In my own case, when I had 
trouble with the Vatican, he was 
very supportive and diplomatic. He 
must have heard the criticisms of the 
Vatican. He must have read some of 
my writings and got expert opinions 
from others.  But he never made 
any critical remark to me. When he 
retired as General he sent a word of 
encouragement asking me to continue 
my work.  He defended and supported 
all the Jesuits who faced problems 
with the Vatican. He never forced 
anyone to do anything against their 
will. He respected their freedom.

G i v e n  h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
experience before he became general, 
he really had a global culture. He was 
especially supportive of the Third 
World. He was not a charismatic figure 
like Arrupe, but a solid, dependable, 
firm and wise leader.  

Austere, humble, wise and dependable 

Ko l v e n b a c h  w a s  a n 
unassuming man, a brilliant 

scholar in Armenian and Arabic, with 
a mischievous sense of humour and 

Given to us at a critical time

I had the joy of being in contact 
with PHK even after he got back 

to Lebanon via letters, books and emails. 
Only the last email of mine, sent in middle 
of last year, went unanswered for the 
first time. That made me guess he might 
be very sick! His birthday  -  30 Nov 
-  happened to be the day he was buried. 
In 2008, Pope Benedict had this telling 
comment to make about PHK: “I would 
like to direct my thoughts of gratitude to 
you, dear and venerable Fr. Peter Hans  
Kolvenbach for guiding the Society of 
Jesus in an enlightened, wise and prudent 
manner.”  

“Simple living and high thinking” 
was not just a slogan for PHK but a life-
norm. He had just two sets of dress and an 
old type-writer. He slept on a wooden bed 
and visited the Roman houses on foot, had 
meagre food habits, and sent hand-written 
letters to individuals. He put us to shame 
by his austerity and authenticity.

A wel l–read man,  he  had a 
remarkable depth in his dealings and 
deliberations. A bit shy, he looked formal  
but he had a fine sense of humour. PHK 
was a saintly and fully integrated person 
and so he will continue to inspire us and 
intercede for us. 

Simple living
and high thinking

mimicry. Once at  a public meeting, a 
Jesuit said, “I have a difficult question 
for you, Fr Kolvenbach.” To which 
Kolvenbach riposted, “Difficult for 
you to ask, or for me to answer?”  He 
expressed himself best in French, 
it seems, and his notations on his 
secretaries’ reports were ‘word 
perfect’ - never an erasure, never a 
cancellation. When I was editor of 

Jivan, I enjoyed making cartoons of him 
- he has a very plastic face - which soon 
became  very popular... with him too ! He 
also visited India  often, and was quite 
known and respected by many Indian 
Jesuits. I think we were all surprised at 
his approachability. When I was rector at 
St Mary’s, he visited Bombay for the first 
time (in 1989), and inaugurated the Hall 
of Icons, created by Bro Pardo there. He 
was a great man, and he was given to us at 
a critical time in our history. Cometh the 
crisis, cometh the man. 

By Michael Amaladoss, SJ

(Lived with Fr PHK 
at the Curia as a General 
Assistant.)

By Jerry Rosario, SJ

(Executive Director, 
Dhanam and Manitham 
Movements, Dhyana Ashram, 
Chennai.)

By Myron J. Pereira, SJ

(Writer and Artist, 
Campion Jesuit Residence, 
Mumbai.)
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JESUITS -  ASSISTANCY

The second National Workshop 
on Lok Manch (People’s 
Forum) held at J.D.V., Pune, 

on 22 -25 Nov ‘16, brought together about 
100 organization heads and other partners 
including Jesuits in social action and non-
Jesuits from different parts of India. They 
came for three days of reflection, review 
and planning. It was a time for heated 
debates, mutual sharing, learning, support 
and inspiration. 

At the end of the workshop when all 
confusion and chaos were set to rest as 
to whether Lok Manch was to be deemed 
a project or a movement, and whether it 
would eclipse the individual identities of all 
other collaborating organizations or not, we 
could evolve an action plan for the next year 
with a clear activity matrix. The confusion 
and chaos came up as we grappled with 
the question of how effectively we should 
be using constitutional means to ensure 
entitlements of the marginalized people. 
We realized that the key is in resisting 
to play the lead but to allow the people 
themselves to assume leadership and 
‘to take charge of their lives to live with 
dignity’. 

The participants realized that Lok 
Manch partner organizations would 
function as ‘facilitating bodies ensuring 
emergence of informed lay leadership’. 
The collaborative path to reach the goal of 
Lok Manch ‘to form a national platform, to 
ensure dignity and rights of the marginalized 
through policy interventions and improved 
access to entitlements’ is a slow and 
tortuous one. 

On the first day of the workshop 
during the inaugural session, JESA 
members and their Lok Manch partners 
gratefully remembered the committed work 
of Fr Sabu George Malayil, SJ among the 
inter-state migrants in Kerala and later 
prayed for the repose of his soul during the 
Eucharistic celebration. In order to deepen 
our understanding of Scheduled Caste 
Sub-Plan (SCSP), Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), 
Water, Sanitation, Health and Hygiene 
(WASH) and Other Central/State schemes, 
eminent persons such as retired IAS Officer 
K.S. Krishnan clarified the ideological and 
constitutional reasons why and how we 
must help our marginalized and excluded 
brothers and sisters access their rights. 

Lok Manch reflects on lessons learnt
and plans for future 

The second day was spent on capturing the 
emerging big picture of Lok Manch as we 
shared how we went about actualizing our 
plans amidst joys and sorrows, identifying 
the gaps in the actual implementation of 
various schemes related to National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) in our varied local 
contexts. 

Lok Manch activities have helped all 
the organizations to collaborate with other 
social work organizations in their respective 
areas of work. After the national launching 
of the project, the first attempt in the next 
two-to-three months was to conduct a 
baseline survey to assess briefly how 
each pocket (minimum 150 households 
of our priority community members) fared 
with regard to some of the indicators of 
development at the collective level like 
access to entitlements (‘a rightful claim 
to a certain quality of life’), public drinking 
water facility, drainage facility, public toilets, 
community hall, primary health centre and 
approach road to a main road within a 
perimeter of one kilometer.  At the individual 
household level, data collection was 
mainly on if the respondents had access to 
entitlements envisaged in the NFSA.

For the last two months the focus 
has been on:1) promotion of Lok Manch 
through public meetings and other materials 
like notices and posters; 2) identification 
and training of community leaders and 
monitoring committee members with input 
on various entitlements to be availed of 
by the people through Lok Manch. Many 
meetings were conducted at the pocket, 
organization, Unit, State, Zonal and 
national levels. Zonal level report writing 
workshops in July and August, a core team 
members’ meeting in Bhopal in August (11-
13) and Fr Sannybhai’s visit in the following 
months were the major events leading to 
the just concluded national workshop. In 
the meanwhile, under the guidance of Dr 
Joe Xavier, the baseline surveys conducted 
by all the organizations were analyzed and 
report cards were prepared at the State and 
National levels in collaboration with Indian 
Social Institute, Delhi and Indian Social 
Institute, Bangalore. 

Apart from the common problems 
faced by almost a l l  marginal ized 
communities in India such as communalism, 
violence related to caste, gender and other 

identity-based exclusions, alcoholism, 
harassment of women and children, 
social integration of  inter-state migrants, 
livelihood issues  of priority communities, 
and development-induced displacement, 
many local difficulties were highlighted 
by a majority of organizations. They 
faced problems in their efforts to get 
the community leaders and monitoring 
committee members come for common 
training programmes, lack of attitude of 
service, inconsistency in commitment, lack 
of knowledge, lack of freedom of movement 
of women leaders, lack of desire to assume 
responsibility, lack of financial incentives, 
lack of time and interest, and socio-cultural 
and religious constraints.

Lessons learnt during the last one 
year of Lok Manch activities were many. 
Some organizations were so happy to note 
that for the first time they were reaching out 
to neighbouring inter-cultural and religious 
communities they considered as strangers 
till recently. “Our organizations attempted 
to transcend the barriers of caste, creed 
and gender through mass communication 
and other intra- and inter-community 
exchanges”, a partner from Tamilnadu 
said. “The project has created tremendous 
opportunities for promoting collaboration 
and voluntarism”, a partner from Karnataka 
added. “Now many Christian organizations 
feel duty-bound to work with Muslims 
and Dalit Hindus”, a partner from Patna 
acknowledged. “Lots of women partners 
have been involved and their contribution 
to Lok Manch is praise worthy”, a partner 
from Maharashtra observed. 

The organizers, led by Fr Sannybhai 
and team, were happy to see that the 
rating of Lok Manch National Workshop 
ranged from ‘very good’ to ‘excellent’ on 
most of the parameters. The greatest 
success of this venture seems to be the 
discerned emergence of a spirituality of 
collaboration. Where there are conflicts of 
values and interests, there could be delay, 
discouragement and disappointment. 
Collaboration will be smoother and more 
effective if we don’t hunger for credit.The 
Spirit of collaboration challenges us to get 
out of self-will, self-interest and self-love, 
felt the participants. 

- Benny C., SJ, Sr. Anitha D’Souza
and Marianathan C., SJ
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CHEERS!

Two young engineers - Anil Kumar Reddy and Sandeep Sharma, 
both recent NIT Nagpur graduates - have set up a platform that helps 
link donors and NGOs in a systematic and transparent way. To dispel such 
doubts and make donations as transparent as possible, two 21-year-old 
engineers said no to well-paying jobs to begin a unique crowdsourcing 
e-commerce platform called ‘Donatekart’. Instead of specifying the 
amount of money they need, NGOs that start crowd-funding campaigns 
on Donatekart have to list the products they need (like 500 sweaters, 200 
caps, 200 pencils, etc.).The e-commerce platform collaborates with vendors 
from all over the country who provide these materials and fixes the price for 
each product through a reverse bidding process, which is displayed on the 
website. Upon viewing the campaign, people pay for the required products 
online, through Donatekart. Donors can add the products they want to 
pay for by adding them to their carts and paying the equivalent amount, 
which is essentially as good as donating money. Once the campaign is 
over, Donatekart buys the products and delivers them directly to the 
organisation. To make the process more transparent, the organization 
sends photos of the final delivery of goods to the donors.

Linking donors and NGOs

Unanswerable questions

Martin Scorsese, director of Silence, has 
been working on it for decades, since he first 
read the 1966 source novel by Shûsaku Endô 
about Jesuit priests suffering for their faith in 
17th century Japan, where Christianity was 
outlawed. The story is simple: two priests 
(Andrew Garfield and Adam Driver) leave 
Portugal for Japan to find a third priest (Liam 
Neeson) who has gone missing while working 
as a missionary. The third priest is believed to 
have committed apostasy by stepping on an 
image of Jesus Christ after being tormented 
by the Japanese. Eventually, one of these 
wandering priests gets captured and goes 
through a similar experience, surviving 
torture and witnessing the torture of others 
while pondering unanswerable questions like 
: How much suffering can a man take before 
breaking and renouncing that which is most 
important to him?  (See p.25)

Silence
A film by  Martin Scorsese
Starring Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam Neeson...

A lot of books these days are trying 
to diagnose our discontentment - too busy, 
too distracted, too hard on ourselves...This 
book asserts that we can enjoy peace only by 
saying yes to our dependence on God. This 
is what Humble Roots: How Humility Grounds 
and Nourishes Your Soul is all about. Exploring 
Jesus’ “Come unto me” invitation, Phil 2, and 
various texts from the Gospels, Hannah 
Anderson reveals the cause, nature, and 
dangers of busyness and self-dependence, 
the myriad benefits of humility, what humility 
is (and isn’t), and why it’s essential to our 
identity, The book teaches us how to learn 
humility and walk in dependence on God.

Humility for inner peace

Courtesy: www.thebetterindia.com

Humble Roots: 
How Humility 
Grounds and 
Nourishes Your Soul
By  Hannah Anderson
Published by Moody Publishing
Price: Rs.747/-
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INTERVIEW

I n  t h i s 
interview done 
for Jivan soon 
after GC 36, 
F r  A r t u r o 
Peraza, SJ, 
Provincial of 
V e n e z u e l a , 
t h e  h o m e 
country of the 
new General, Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ, 
answers questions from Fr Jeyaraj 
Veluswamy, SJ, Provincial of 
Calcutta. What Fr Peraza said in 
Spanish has been translated by 
Rolphy Pinto, SJ and Peter 
Knox, SJ:

What was your first feeling 
as soon as you realized that 
Fr Arturo Sosa had got that 
magic number of 107 in the new 
General’s election on 14 October 
- when every delegate in the 

Interview with Arturo Peraza, SJ
Provincial of Venezuela

To the little ones of this world 
Fr Sosa’s election is good news

aula stood up with a thunderous 
applause, turning towards Fr 
Arturo Sosa Abascal?

Let me ask you to rewind the 
film a bit. Arturo is a born leader 
in the Province of Venezuela and in 
Latin America in general. Remember 
that since GC 33 he has been the 
elector of our province. There was 
some expectation because some 
electors had asked me about him, but 
at that time I couldn’t say much. 

When the murmurationes 
began, more and more people began 
to bombard me with questions about 
my “namesake.” This gave me a 
clear intuition of what was going to 
come, though for the glory of God 
there were other excellent names. 
For a few hours on the night before 
the vote many of us sat with him, 
remembering happy moments from 
the past, and having a good laugh. 

During the voting and the 

counting I didn’t want to look at 
him. I was only praying in silence 
for him as it became more and more 
clear that the responsibility would 
fall upon him. Arriving at the count 
of 107 votes, I continued in the same 
recollected attitude till the counting 
ended and the aula broke out in 
applause, and I went up to give him 
a warm hug. I was filled with great 
emotion. I couldn’t contain the 
joy. I had tears in my eyes. It was 
very unusual and at the same time 
beautiful that the man who had been 
my spiritual guide, superior during 
formation, Provincial, and above 
all, an intimate friend, was now the 
Superior General of the Society. 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  r i c h 
experiences and expertise that 
Fr Sosa is bringing to enrich 
the entire Society of Jesus at 
this important time, when the 
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SJ is facing bigger and newer 
challenges to respond to many 
global issues ?

Im my opinion, Fr Sosa is marked 
by the following: His commitment in 
the social sector of the Society, but 
at the same time profound unity 
with the intellectual dimension of 
our apostolate, and a spirituality 
fed by the liberation theology of 
Latin America, that nurtures both 
dimensions.

In his life he has followed the 
call of the Latin American Church 
to opt for the poor. He looks to God 
who walks with his excluded people to 
liberate them from injustices, in order 
to establish just relations that can 
bring about true peace. In the depths 
of his soul he treasures the process 
begun by Fr Arrupe, who influenced 
his Jesuit formation. He is deeply 
touched by the options of GC 32.

Arturo is a man who makes 
a difference. He believes strongly 
in intellectual formation, and that 
Jesuits’ contribution must be marked 
by spiritual and intellectual depth. He 
has been involved in many capacities 
in the university world: research, 
teaching, and adminstration. I think 
that this will stenghten the Society. 

The martyrdom of Ellacuria 
and companions at the University of 
San Salvador deeply influences his 
understanding of the link between the 
intellctual and social apostolates. 

His continuous interaction with 
lay people gives him great faith in 
the importance of collaboration in 
our mission.  In the works that he 
promoted, he worked closely with lay 
people. From his time as provincial, 
laypeople have become prominent 
in directing apostolic works in our 
province. In the province apostolic 
plan we say that laypeople and Jesuits 
should discern together our mission 
as a single apostolic body. 

So, I think that his governance 
will deepen our spiritual journey 
which intimately links human life with 

the mystery of the Incarnation. It will 
also emphasise that the intellectual 
apotolate should be deeply linked 
with the social apostolate. I also 
expect a higher level of involvement 
of laymen and women in the general 
government of the Society. 

What does his election 
mean to the people of Venezuela 
and South American Jesuits and 
the Church in your country? 

For the province it is a very 
special gift - a loving nod from 
God to this small province. We are 
celebrating the centenary of the 
arrival of Jesuits in Venezuela. As 
you can see, we are a very young 
province, with immense apostolic 
potential. Fe y Alegria is one of the 
gifts that the province has given to the 
universal Society. Arturo’s election as 
General adds to the celebration of our 
centenary. Arturo is a public figure, 
well known for his impact on the 
political thought on Venezuela. In our 
polarised country, his opinions impact 
both sides. For many, it has been a 
joyful occasion. The newspapers in 
Venezuela and other Latin American 
countries carried the news on their 
front pages. His critiques have had 
a special impact on the border zone 
between Venezuela and Colombia. 
All borders are marked by multiple 
sufferings and are pregnant with 
hope. Arturo has accompanied many 
farmers, refugees, migrants and also 
university students committed to 
different causes. To these little ones 
of the world, his election has been a 
piece of good news. 

What are his significant 
contributions to your Province 
and the country in his various 
leadership roles so far?

He led the province’s Gumilla 
Centre for social and political 
thought. His work in this centre has 
influenced the political thought of the 
whole country. The state president, 

ministers, MPs, and other politicians 
have often referred to his writings in 
public, and he has been quoted in 
the press. The political situation has 
been deeply analysed in the Gumilla 
Centre. I got to know the authors 
and participants in these discussions 
because of the relationship they had 
with Arturo and his great capacity 
for dialogue. Then as provincial he 
led the province apostolic planning 
(for 2000 to 2020), which is still in 
operation today. In dark and troubled 
times, his apostolic planning is still 
giving us direction and hope.  In 
the Frontera (Frontier) project, he 
led the networking of university, 
parish and Fe y Alegria, which were 
operating in isolation up till then. 
This pioneering ministry has helped 
refugees and peasants on both sides 
of the Colombia-Venezuela border. 
He made us aware of the importance 
of networking and communitarian 
discernment across apostol ic 
sectors. 

Do  you feel that the Society 
of Jesus, being led for the first 
time by a South American Jesuit, 
would now enter into a new 
level of relationship with Pope 
Francis?  

I think that at every juncture 
we have elected generals who have 
been able to follow the mind of 
the popes - Arrupe with Paul VI, 
Kolvenbach with John Paul II and 
Nicholás with Benedict. Given the 
similar perspectives he shares with 
Pope Francis, Arturo will be able to 
accompany the pope in his mission 
of calling the Church to a profound 
spiritual renewal which involves 
commitment to the poor, mercy, 
care for the environment and joy. 
They share a similar theological 
vision marked by the way Vatican 
II was received in Latin America, 
and we especially identify with Pope 
Francis. 
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The Church is a multi-faceted 
diamond with myriads of charisms. The 
parish is a microcosm of that universal 
church. So there is a Dominican way of 
being parish, and a Salesian way etc.

What is it to be a Jesuit pastor 
in South Asia? is an answer to that. 
We are happy that JEPASA (Jesuits 
Pastors of South Asia) thought of 
this novel idea of putting together in 
one booklet of 64 pages every Jesuit 
document on pastoral ministry. Fr Jerry Rosario SJ, the first 
secretary of JEPASA, with his vast experience and knowledge 
of Jesuit pastoral ministry, has compiled this book. He says in his 
preface: “The only purpose of this book is that: Jesuit Pastors have 
to be ‘creative’ and Jesuit Parishes have to be model ones.” This 
book is ideal for every Jesuit pastor and especially priests who are 
entering into pastoral ministry. To order write to booksgsp@gmail.
com     - Gerard C. Rodricks, SJ

What is to be a... Jesuit Pastor in South Asia?
According to Jesuit Pastoral documents
Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand / booksgsp@gmail.com /
order@gspbooks.in
Pages: 35; Price: Rs. 64

Jesuit pastors in South Asia Reflections on a blessed life

On the occasion of his 80th birthday Fr Michael 
Amaladoss, SJ has come up with this autobiography. He 
does not tell us the full story of his life from his birth up to this 

moment. He has chosen some of his 
experiences and some aspects of his 
versatile personality and reflected 
on them. His life has been richly 
blessed. An internationally  known 
theologian, a solid and original thinker 
who has, time and again, reminded 
his western colleagues of the need 
to incorporate the Asian view, he is 
also a musician and a composer. He 
has held responsible positions like 
Principal, Rector, Vice Provincial of 
India for Formation and an Assistant 

ad Providentiam for 12 years, advising the then General, Fr 
Kolvenbach. This book can be a gift that inspires and challenges 
Jesuits and others - especially the youth.                - M.A.J.A.

Lead Me On, An Autobiography
Michael Amaladoss, SJ
Blink Foundation, IDCR, Loyola College
Chennai - 600 034
Pages: 144; Price: Rs. 100

To deal with today’s media

This book, edited by George 
Sebast ian Val locheri l ,  SJ, is a 
compilation of papers presented at an 
international conference held at Xavier 
School of Communication, Xavier 
University, Bhubaneswar, in November, 
2015. The conference was on ‘Mass 
Mediated Culture and New Trends - 
Challenges and Opportunities.’ Many 
are still not aware that humans today 
are very different from their forefathers. 
They are different because they have been transformed by a 
culture created by the mass media. Writers use different terms 
to refer to this culture - cyber culture, audio-visual culture, mass 
mediated culture etc. Merely lamenting about the fundamental 
changes brought about by this culture, or keeping away from 
them do not help. We need to acknowledge, reflect, discuss and 
discern ways to influence this culture for the sake of perennially 
valid human and ethical values. The papers presented here by 
scholars from various countries indicate ways to do this. A very 
useful book, if you consider the influence of the media on us and 
our world.                  - M.A.J.A.     

Mass Mediated Culture & New Trends
Challenges and Opportunities
Ed. by George Sebastian Vallocheril, SJ
Xavier University Press, Xavier Square, 
Bhubaneswar - 751013, Odisha.
Pages: 160; Price: Rs. 300

Mother of the abandoned

On the occasion of the Canonisation of Mother Teresa Fr 
Xavier Alphonse has brought out this 
book on her.  The book is the fruit of 
his personal encounters with Mother 
Teresa, which started with his  meeting 
her in 1982, 84 and 1993 as the former 
Principal of Loyola College, Chennai. 
He has brought together for this book 
the insights in some important books 
on her. Thus the book combines a 
personal view based on experiences 
and views of many others who have 
sought to understand the heart of 
Mother Teresa’s spirituality. The book 

has three main parts - the impact of Mother Teresa, the spirituality 
of Mother Teresa and the veneration of Mother Teresa. Part 2 
retells the speciality of Mother Teresa’s inspirations evoked by her 
inner energy and outer simplicity. The chapters sum up Mother 
Teresa’s spirituality: a) service rooted in prayer and  b) prayer 
centered on  Christ in the poor, and the loving service to the poor 
till it hurts. C) in  III Part, the last Chapter on ‘Love in action’ sums 
up the message of Mother Teresa.      - Xavier Irudayaraj, SJ

The Spring Returns Not
The Spirit and Message of St Mother Teresa
S. Xavier Alphonse, SJ
New Leader Publications, Catholic Centre, II Floor,
Armenian Street, Chennai - 600 001
Pages: 364; Price: Rs.200
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JESUITS -  ASSISTANCY

Superiors of college-going 
Scholastics meet in Bangalore

Convened by Fr. Raj Irudaya, the Assistancy Delegate for 
Formation (ADF), the annual meeting of the Superiors of college-
going scholastics was held at Indian Social Institute, Bengaluru 
on 03-04 Dec ‘16.  Incidentally, there are about 300 college-going 
Scholastics in South Asia.  

Travelling from the Northern, Southern and Western parts 
of India, the superiors shared their consolations, desolations 
and concerns related to the ministry entrusted to them.  Though 
relatively a new forum, under the encouraging facilitation by the 
ADF, these superiors had an open and gut-level sharing which 
sprang from their love for God and the Society. Their insightful 
discussion on wide ranging issues resulted in chalking out a 
plan of action for future.  Besides mutual learning and feeling of 
congeniality they found the meeting quite enriching.  Above all, 
the joy of accompanying their younger brothers in the Society 
was the hallmark of their personal sharing.

The ADF shared with them the present scenario of formation 
in South Asian Assistancy. Surrounded by the beautiful environs 
of ISI, the Superiors enjoyed the remarkable hospitality of the 
Jesuit Community.     - Shekhar Manickam, SJ

Integral Ignatian Pedagogy 
for principals and staff
 The three-day programme on ‘Integral Ignatian Pedagogy 
(IIP) in the Context of an Evolutionary Universe’ for principals and 
staff of the west zone JEA and JHESA began at JDV, Pune on 
26 Nov ‘16 with a warm welcome by Fr Mario Fernandes SJ and 
an inspiring message from Bishop Thomas Dabre. which set the 
right  note for the workshop. While introducing themselves, the 
participants also expressed the outcome that they desired from 
the workshop.Prashant Olalekar, SJ led us on a journey of self 
awareness and our interconnectedness with others through a 
simple embodied exercise. The dualistic nature of our mindset and 

its implications in the classroom were then highlighted. The video 
clip on our evolutionary universe made us aware not only of the 
scientific facts but of the story of creation as mystery, an ongoing 
transformation where we too are an integral part of the unfolding 
history of Mother Earth.  The interactive embodied meditations, 
the Mass and the reflection at the end of the day was a process 
of feeling the internal shift in ourselves through which we sensed 
our oneness with all things and beings. The nature walk guided 
by Bro Luminesh of the DNC eco-club through the serene and 
green atmosphere of JDV made us feel and see the story of the 
universe in every plant and tree before us. 

 The talk on ‘Ignatian Pedagogy in the context of an 
Evolutionary Universe’ by Dr Orla O’Reilly Hazra focused on how 
the traditional teacher in the role of a knowledge giver alienates 
students by reinforcement of the hierarchal structure and lack 
of experiential sharing. This session gave an insight into how 
the awakening of our inner self plays a role in reconciliation, 
conversion and the goal of connectedness which transforms and 
energizes self and others. The papal encyclical Laudato Si was 
appreciated for focusing on spiritual oneness with Mother Earth 
with each other especially the poor.  We were made conscious 
of the fact that school is one of the areas where we can promote 
ecological conversion through reconnecting with the Earth. The 
insights by Barry H. Rodrigue, Ph.D. on ‘the Common Story and 
Big History’ were thoughtprovoking. The idea of transcending 
nationalities and cultures and being one with even the atomic 
particles gave a new meaning to reality. The exploration of the 
history of something familiar to going back to the roots of its 
existence gave us a sense of awe that something so mundane has 
so much history. Exposure to experiential learning was stressed 
so as to increase intimacy with the Universe and that learning 
about the past encompasses a larger viewpoint.

The practical session of Rev Mathew Cobb initiated a shift 

from the head to heart and the whole body. His Native American 
drumming and singing resonated within every cell of our body. 
Fr Mathew Chandrankunnel, CMI, Ph.D, spoke on the emerging 
conversation between  religion and science, and the religious 
renewal within various faith traditions and communities.The 
conclusion of the workshop was conducted with Cosmic Walk 
– a truly emotional moment. The dramatic setting of flickering 
candlelights amid the spiral that represented the emergence of 
the Universe to the present moment in history was a mind-body 
connection to the Universe.Besides giving points for reflection at 
the end of the day Ms Candice Menezes compiled information 
and resources on pen drives which were gifted to us.

A special word of gratitude to the team of Dr. Orla, Candice 
and Prashant of the Dept. of Interreligious Studies, St. Xavier’s 
College, Mumbai for organising this unique workshop that gave 
us a different take on the evolution of the Universe and Integral 
Ignatian Pedagogy. It took us on a journey of self discovery 
and gave us a holistic view of the concept of interbeing and of 
universal consciousness, a continuum from the big bang to the 
formation of the universe, galaxies, earth and finally us. 

 - Sunny Jacob, SJ
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By Inés San Martín

Be f o r e  t h e  f i l m  w a s 
released on 22 December, 
Martin Scorsese’s latest 

movie, Silence, had its world premiere, 
in what some might see as an odd 
environment for the mind behind 
movies such as Taxi Driver and The 
Wolf of Wall Street: A room full of 300 
Jesuit priests.

as a consultant on the script to make 
sure its portrayal of the members of 
the Society of Jesus was accurate. He 
also worked closely with the actors, 
particularly Garfield, whom he led 
through the Spiritual Exercises of St 
Ignatius. The actor did the 30-day 
retreat over a six-month period, and 
has spoken about it several times.

For instance, he told The New 
York Times: “On retreat, you enter into 
your imagination to accompany Jesus 
through his life from his conception 
to his crucifixion and resurrection. 
You are walking, talking, praying with 
Jesus, suffering with him. And it’s 
devastating to see someone who has 
been your friend, whom you love, be 
so brutalized.”

Here are excerpts from the 
interview Fr Martin gave to Crux while 
he was in Rome for the presentation of 
the movie to his brother Jesuits:

How did you become involved 
in the process of making the movie?

It happened in stages. I was first 
contacted by his researcher, Marianne 

Bower, who’d read my book The Jesuit 
Guide, and who wanted a basic guidance 
about Jesuit things.

Subsequent to that, Martin 
Scorsese and his co-screen writer Jay 
Cocks asked me about consulting with 
the script, and how to make it more 
Jesuit and reading it a couple of times. 
And finally, the actors contacted me. 
I spent most of my time with Andrew 
Garfield, whom I guided through the 
Spiritual Exercises.

It was great. It was exciting to 
participate in something that I knew 
was going to be a masterpiece, which 
it is. It was very moving to accompany 
Andrew through the Exercises, he 
really gave himself to them, and it was 
pretty emotional seeing the movie. I 
cried all three times I’ve seen it!

How do you feel as a Jesuit, 
seeing the story of your brother 
priests up on the big screen?

It’s almost indescribable. The 
movie affects me on different levels.

One, the story itself is very 
powerful, especially the dilemma that 

Silence, 

says Fr James Martin, SJ

The event took place in Rome on 
29 Nov ‘16, and a day later, the famed 
director got to meet with Pope Francis, 
a Jesuit himself, at the Vatican.

The reason behind the Church-
buzz around the movie is simple: it 
follows the trials and tribulations of 17th 
century Portuguese Jesuit missionaries, 
played by Andrew Garfield and Adam 
Driver, as they go to Japan looking for 
their fallen mentor, played by Liam 
Neeson.

Silence, 30 years in the making 
according to Scorsese, is based on 
a 1966 book with the same name by 
Catholic convert Japanese Writer, 
Shusaku Endo.

“He was the most disarming…
everything was fine,” Scorsese said of 
meeting Pope Francis. “He was smiling 
and thanked us for being there.” The 
pope told Scorsese that he had read 
the 1966 novel on which the film was 
based.” 

During the past two years, Fr 
James Martin, SJ, author of The Jesuit 
Guide to (Almost) Everything, was 
heavily involved in the process, working 

“It was pretty 
emotional 
seeing the 

movie. I cried 
all three times 

I’ve seen it!”

the new Scorsese movie,
is ‘like a prayer,’
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Courtesy: www.cruxnow.com

Fr Rodrigues faces. Two, seeing the saga 
of the Jesuit martyrs in Japan as a fellow 
Jesuit is really powerful. Three, it’s a 
beautiful film, visually, it’s stunning. 
Four, seeing Andrew up there, knowing 
what he’d gone through. And five, 
seeing some of the ideas we talked 
about, and in fact direct conversations 
that the screenwriters and I had on 
screen is really powerful.

At one point Garfield’s character 
quotes directly from the exercises, and 
I remember saying, “This is what he 
would say in this situation.” They were 
open to that.

For instance, a quote that comes 
directly from the Exercises, that to 
me is very powerful to see in the 
movie: “What have I done for Christ? 
What am I doing for Christ? What 
ought I do for Christ?”  is there.

How did it feel to work for 
someone like Martin Scorsese?

It’s been a delight. He’s incredibly 
down to earth. In fact, when we had the 
Jesuit screening, that’s what everyone 
said. They couldn’t believe how down to 
earth he was. We also did a Q&A at the 
Jesuit province meeting in New York in 
June and people were astonished with 
his approachability.

At the same time, sometimes 
you’re talking to him and he’d 
mention Good Fellas or Taxi Driver, 
and you’d say, “Right, I’m talking to 
the guy who did The Last Temptation 
of Christ and Taxi Driver!”

But he’s great, he’s very religious. 
On 27 November myself and a few 
other Jesuits took him on a tour of 
Jesuits sites in Rome, and he was very 
interested. To be able to take him 
through the rooms of St. Ignatius was 
amazing for me.

I never thought I’d be able to do 
that. And for me, it was a kind of gift 
to him for all he’s done for the Society 
of Jesus through this movie, so it was a 
kind of a payback.

Do you think people’s faith 
will be affected by the movie?

Believers and non-believers, I 
think, will have different reactions to 

it. Believers will see it as a movie about 
real spirituality: Fake spirituality would 
be believing in God, and everything 
will be fine, there will be miracles 
in your life and you’ll be fine. Real 
spirituality, I would say, is believing in 
God, knowing that ultimately, there’s 
nothing to worry about, but things 
might go wrong.

I think non-believers will be 
able to enter into the story because 
of the brilliance of the script, the 
cinematography and the acting. So 
you’ll be able to understand what Fr 
Rodrigues is going through. It’s a real 
dilemma. Even if you don’t have faith, 
you’ll understand that he does, and 
that it’s difficult for him to make this 
decision.

You saw the transformation 
for the actors throughout the 
process, with Garfield even doing 
the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises and 
taking you on as spiritual director. 
Do you think the movie might 
become an “evangelizing tool?”

Yes. For several reasons. It’s going 
to remind people that faith isn’t always 
easy. As it happens with the characters 
in the movie, faith can present us 
with real life challenges. And so it 
reminds people that our day to day 
faith lives, even if we’re not 17th century 
Portuguese missionaries, can be filled 
with complicated decisions.

Second, I think it’ll help people 
get a better sense as to what it means 
to be a missionary. Because ultimately, 
the reasons why Fr Rodrigues does 
what he does, is love for God and the 
people that he’s ministering to. It’s very 
complex. And I think quite frankly, that 
a lot of people don’t know the story of 
the Japanese martyrs.

There are three big movies about 
the Jesuits: The Mission, Black Robe, 
and now Silence. Each of them is about 
Jesuit missionaries about whom very 
little was known by the general public 
before these movies came out. Most 
people didn’t know anything about the 
Jesuit Reductions in South America, 
most people didn’t know about the 
North American martyrs and most 

people know almost nothing about the 
Japanese martyrs. Each of these films is 
educative in their own particular way.

I have no statistics, so it could 
be a hunch, but there seems to be a 
growth in the number and quality 
of religion-inspired movies. Do you 
see in this a response to a growing 
interest in God?

I tend to think it’s more a function 
of the writer and the director, where 
they are. I don’t think Martin Scorsese 
is responding to a need in the general 
culture, this is something he’s wanted 
to do for 20 years. I really think it’s the 
Holy Spirit who moves these people 
to make these great works of art, and 
you never know which movie is going 
to really affect people.

The closest that I could come to 
describing this movie is like a prayer. 
It’s basically like living inside a prayer, 
participating in prayer and that’s to me 
the highest compliment. It draws you 
in. It really is like a Jesuit meditation. 
And that’s pretty amazing in a movie.

The world premiere of the 
movie was actually a screening for 
300 Jesuits in Rome. How was it?

The Jesui t screening was 
incredible. We had the Jesuits living in 
Rome. There was a lot more excitement 
than I thought there would be. So we 
had 300 guys, most of them young, 
from all over the world. And you hear 
from these people, who themselves 
come from what we would have once 
considered missionary countries, 
watching this movie about their 
brother Jesuits, and it was incredibly 
powerful. You could hear a pin drop 
at the end!

And the questions they posed 
were brilliant. A Jesuit from the 
Philippines talked about the mistakes 
the Jesuits made from his point of view, 
as someone from a mission country. 
And Scorsese was so interested in it, 
that he asked for a transcript of it.



JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India JANUARY 2017                                              27JIVAN: News and Views of Jesuits in India JANUARY 2017          27 

OBITUARIES

Aveline D’SouzA, SJ 
(KAR) 1943 - 2016

Fr. Aveline’s was a significant life, lived 
with commitment and perseverance. He was 
a gentleman and a scholar. Besides polished 
shoes, well-ironed trousers and appropriate 
shirts to match, and a Standard English accent, 
Aveline was a gentleman - in his attitudes and 
how he carried himself.  His style reflected 
his personality and lifestyle. As a gentleman, 
Aveline had both form and substance. His 

substance came from his depth. He was knowledgeable and 
as a result was able to construct a sound worldview. He was 
spiritual. One could see him with a rosary on the corridors 
in the evening hours after his return from the  college. 
His Eucharistic celebrations and breaking the word were 
appreciated. He spent time in prayer and reflection. He was 
there for his examination of conscience and other exercises. 
Those who knew him were aware that he was a person of 
faith. He never left to college without a visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Uniting minority colleges, he built up the Association 
of  Catholic Colleges of Karnataka and equipped it to stand 
up and fight  for our rights. He fused his professional and 
personal life with no compartmentalization. Aveline acquired 
his true strength as a result of his inner life. He was able to 
navigate various social and professional settings with ease 
and proficiency. He possessed a strong work ethic. He took 
pride in his labor and strived to give his very best. Aveline was 
a scholar. He was a state rank-holder right from his SSLC, 
PUC, B. Com. and M. Com.He did his law from the Bangalore 
University and his doctorate from the Mangalore University. In 
every one of those courses he excelled. Time management 
was the key to his academic success. He allocated time 
wisely. Motivation is what happens when you take hold of an 
idea. Inspiration is what happens when an idea takes hold of 
you. Aveline was motivated and inspired. 

He gave himself for whatever work he was called for 
in obedience and faith. Never once have I heard Aveline 
speaking ill of others. He was positive, optimistic and genuine, 
the qualities of a person of faith. After finishing his MCom, LLB 
and PhD, he handled many important responsibilities in the 
Society:  Principal, St Joseph’s Evening College, Bangalore; 
Rector, SAC, Mangalore; Principal, St Aloysius Evening 
College, Mangalore;  Principal, St Joseph’s Commerce 
College, Bangalore and  Director, St Joseph’s College of 
Business Administration, Bangalore. From March 2012 for the 
last four years of life at Mount St. Joseph, he was confined 
to the wheel chair and then for the last several months to the 
bed, sharing with fortitude the passion and cross of Christ. 
Those who came here and met Aveline have said that they felt 
a spark of the divine in them. They were simply struck by his 
joyful surrender and his witnessing to a new hope. This can 
only come from his attachment to Jesus Christ, our Master 
and Lord. In his loneliness and pain Christ surely must have 
been his companion.         - Ambrose Pinto, SJ

elmore Derrick leAnDer menDiS, SJ 
(SRI) 1936 - 2016

Fr Derrick Mendis is no more. He said 
good-bye to the world and all of us on the 07 
Nov ‘16. In the final days of his life he was in pain 
and there was a trace of a smile coupled with 
a twinge of sadness in the eyes, which he tried 
vainly to hide. 

He was born on 04 Dec 1936 to devout 
Catholic parents. He received his early education 
at St Sebastian’s College, in his home town, 
Moratuwa, and later at St Joseph’s College, Colombo. From there 
he gained entry to the University of Sri Lanka at Peradeniya. 
After his graduation in Economics he joined an accountancy firm 
and qualified as a Chartered Accountant. He joined the Jesuits 
on 05 Jan 1966 and and pronounced his first vows on 07 Jan 
1968 in Vinayalaya, Bombay where he did his juniorate. He was 
in De Nobili College, Pune, India for his philosophical studies, 
then in Kurseong and Vidya Jyoti, Delhi for theological studies. 

He was ordained in 1973. His extensive contribution to 
the helpless and the rejected was his work with the Society for 
Upliftment and Rehabilitation of Lepers (SUROL). He always 
found time to attend to those in need, or to put in his own words, 
“non-entities, nobodies, who counted for nothing, people with no 
face, no voice, no identity, who are born, live and die like desert 
blooms, unseen, unheard and unsung.” 

When the destruction of Uva Social Community 
Development Centre occurred during the Black July rioting of 
1983 the Bishop of Badulla wanted Fr Derrick to re-build it. Like 
the legendary Phoenix, USCOD rose from ashes thanks to his 
hard work. He also held posts such as the Director of the Eastern 
Technical Institute in Batticaloa, Assistant Pastor at St Mary’s 
Church, Dehiwela, Superior of Nirmala Jesuit community and 
the Province Treasurer during the hectic post-tsunami days.

Fr Derrick was a gifted pianist and a guitarist. He wrote 
poems which editors loved to publish. The revenue from his two 
books of poetry went to help the lepers. He reconciled with life as 
it was and wanted only to squeeze out every drop of sweetness 
from it. And that he did quite successfully calling himself the spoilt 
child of Divine Providence. He befriended people from all walks 
of life. He could enjoy a meal with the elite at a five-star hotel, 
and eat with a leper in his cottage. He was gifted with a sharp 
intellect and a great heart, with erudition and compassion. A 
popular party singer and entertainer as he was, he sang his last 
song and thunder-clapped and roared his last laugh.  He never 
had much to call his own, but then, he never needed much. May 
be some treasures are there in some corner of his room - his old 
guitar and the flute, his constant companion and some tattered 
pieces of paper with half-written poems and musings that he did 
not have the time to complete. After his funeral a friend said: 
“Good-bye Fr Derrick, yours was a life to be celebrated, yet there 
is an immense sorrow in losing you. The tears would tell that 
story in many an eye. You left too many memories that swell up 
inside our hearts and the remembrances do get clouded with 
sadness. Fr Derrick Mendis, you certainly were a giant among 
men. I do not think I have to say God Bless You. The eternal 
wisdom knows you better for who you are and what you were. 
In those ‘many mansions of the Father’ they sure would have 
reserved a fitting place for you”.               - Anton Pieris, SJ
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OBITUARIES

meempillikAvil J. John, SJ 
(MDU) 1924 - 2016

Fr John Meempillikavil was born in 
a traditional Catholic family at Kakkoor, a 
village in Ernakulam Dt of Kerala. He was 
the second son of Mr Joseph and Mrs Mary, 
in a family of seven children, three sons and 
four daughters. Of the three sons John and 
his elder brother Mathai became Jesuits. Of 
the four daughters two became nuns in the 
Congregation of the Missionaries of Ajmer. 

After passing his S.S.L.C. John joined St Joseph’s 
College, Tiruchirapalli for his Intermediate Course and 
then joined the Jesuit novitiate, following his elder brother, 
Mathai. After his regency at Leo XIII High School, Alleppey 
and his theology  at Kurseong, he was ordained a priest 
on 21 Nov 1956. He served as a quiet and committed 
pastor at Elaiarasanendhal,Theni, Uthumalai, Vandanam 
and Karuthapillaiyur. He was loved by the people for his 
simplicity and availability. He was also the assistant pastor in 
Veeravanallur and Puliampatti for six years. He had a stint as 
Chaplain at Nettur and Irudayakulam for eight years. From 
1998 to 2005 he was at Vailankanni Shrine ministering to the 
Malayalee pilgrims, saying Mass for them and hearing their 
confessions. In 2005 when his health deteriorated, he was 
assigned to St Mary’s, Dindigul as Spiritual Father. After a 
year at Manalur he was shifted to Beschi IIlam for his well-
earned rest. He was regular for his daily Mass and prayers. 
The rest of the time he spent in reading newspapers and 
magazines. 

He was a source of joy and cheerfulness in the 
community, and went about like a free bird humming tunes all 
along till the evening of 14 Oct, when he fell down and broke 
his left femur bone. He was rushed to St Joseph Hospital, 
where he was operated on successfully to set right the 
fractured femur. After some painful days, he was brought to 
Beschi. But as he developed pneumonia, he had to be taken 
back to the hospital, where on 06 Nov he died peacefully.

The funeral Mass on 07 Nov was presided by Bishop 
Jude Paulraj of Palayamkottai who wanted to honour the 
veteran pastor who  had worked in his diocese. Fr Joe 
Antony, the Acting Provincial, recalled Fr John’s pastoral 
services in the different parishes of Tamil Nadu and thanked 
God for him and conveyed the message of Fr Provincial who 
was in Rome, attending the GC. 

Fr Mampra was the homilist. After the Mass, Bishop 
Jude Paulraj, Fr Masillamani Pauliah, and Fr Puthiadam paid 
tributes. Mr Justin, a grand nephew of Fr John, thanked, 
on behalf of the family, the Society, the Beschi community 
and those who looked after him in his last days. The 
commendation in the chapel was done by Fr Leo Tagore, 
the Superior. At the cemetery, the rite of final Committal was 
performed by Fr I. Lourduraj of Palayamkottai diocese. May 
the soul of Fr John, the silent, hard-working and committed 
pastor, rest in peace! 

- Mampra C. Xavier, SJ

SAbu GeorGe mAlAyil, SJ 
(KER) 1961 - 2016

Fr M.K. George, our Provincial, wrote from 
Rome after hearing of Sabu’s death: “The little 
chapel where I prayed last for Sabu remains vivid 
in my memory. The pieta at the altar reminded me 
of Sabu’s mother, a mother carrying her beloved 
Son dead on her lap, lifting her eyes to heaven 
and mourning…”

Fr Sabu went beyond the strict definitions 
of religious life. He lived closer to the Carpenter 
of Palestine. He sided with those Christ sided with. Where there 
were people afflicted, or helpless, or denied of justice and human 
rights, where there were people marginalized and exploited, 
Sabu was there. He identified himself with them and was one 
of them. When continuing the Jesuit work among the tribals of 
Attappady became difficult, Fr Provincial asked Sabu whether he 
could go and continue the work, and he said ‘yes’; that ‘yes’ was 
the beginning of AADI (Attappady Adivasi Development Iniative) 
which has evolved into a frontier Jesuit apostolate among 
the tribals and for environmental protection. Later he went to 
Wayanad and worked as the assistant director of TUDI (Tribal 
Unity and Development Initiative). He also served the parishes 
of Dalit Christians in Kannur diocese. Sabu’s coming to Jeevika, 
a Jesuit initiative for the migrant labourers around Kalady, was 
his deliberate choice. After he became its director, he dedicated 
his entire time, resources and life for the migrants workers. Fr 
Sabu became their advocate, solace and saviour. Many a time 
he convinced his own relatives and their families to contribute 
for the treatment of migrants he was caring for. Sabu presented 
himself before the court for the acquittal of a juvenile from Bihar 
who languished in jail as an under-trial for over two years. When 
he got the boy out on bail, Sabu sent him to be under the care 
of his own mother. He wanted to reach two Nepalis by hiring an 
ambulance to their homeland as they were sick and stranded in 
Kerala. Sabu was getting ready to start off on the next day when 
he suddenly fell sick.

We all complained that Sabu never took care of his 
health. We scolded him for not eating on time and for not taking 
enough rest. When we challenged him, he would begin singing 
in his reverberating guttural voice. That was his response. All his 
songs invariably communicated the tears and anxieties of the 
downtrodden, the exploited and the suffering. 

We know that the seeds of his love for the poor were sown 
before he joined the Society of Jesus. An orientation to become 
the voice of the voiceless belongs to the tradition of his Malayil 
family. We owe to this family for having given a great Jesuit to 
this country who lived his vocation fully. Sabu joined the Jesuit 
novitiate at the age of 33 in 1992 after eight years in Dubai as 
an accountant. He completed his formation and was ordained 
on 23 Nov 2002. God called him back on the same day, 23 
November, on the 14th anniversary of his Ordination. Why was 
Fr Sabu called back by the Father so early? Probably he did 
not want his son to get burnt out. It was like recalling the Sun 
at noontime, reminding us of the way Sabu’s own Master was 
called. It became dark at three in the afternoon. We are left in the 
dark for a while. But we know that this darkness is not endless 
void. It is filled with hope and light. The message that Sabu lived 
will live in our souls.   - Vincent Pereppadan, SJ
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Why Trump won
In your  editorial in the Nov-Dec 

‘16 issue of Jivan, you’ve missed the 
wood for the trees with your comments on 
Mr Donald Trump. You’re not alone.  As you 
indicate, his “false and outrageous allegations”, 
“personal insults”, “xenophobic nationalism”, 
“unapologetic sexism”, etc, etc have drawn the contempt 
and bewilderment of many who look for enlightenment and 
guidance in the political world of America.  And that’s precisely 
the point of his astonishing (for some) victory over Hillary 
Clinton.  The election of 2016 was not about personalities, or 
their lack of ‘normal’ qualifications.   It was – and will remain the 
background for years to come – about jobs … jobs have been 
fleeing the now de-industrialized towns of Middle America in 
the face of rapid, inescapable technological change.  Many 
have become ghost towns, and their inhabitants – whoever 
have not left – are bewildered, angry and ready for any 
messiah to lead them out of this desert.  The desert is 
spreading, for as one commentator puts it, there is in our world 
of today a “globalization of anti-globalization”, and that world 
will be unrecognizable in the next decade or so.  Mr Trump 
is one of the world’s most successful business personalities; 
let’s hope and pray he can apply his talent to help keep our 
world ‘in business’ in the years ahead.

- Bill Bourke, SJ
Matigara Dt., Darjeeling - 734 010

One of  the most successful Generals
Any Jesuit would experience great joy in having a 

personal audience with the Superior General of the Society 
of Jesus. It would give him an everlasting joy. I had such an 
experience when I met Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach. 

 In 1987 I was doing my second year regency in People’s 
Action and Liberation Movement in East Ramnad (PALMERA) 

which was animating a Movement that worked for the rights 
of labourers. Fr Kolvenbach came to visit IDEAS-

AICUF Centre, Madurai. I was excited when 
I shook hands with him. His countenance 

presented him as a young, holy and 
guileless leader. In the first part of 
the meeting, a leader of a people’s 
movement asked him a sensitive 

question on a local issue. Fr 
Kolvenbach responded saying, “Fr 
General could respond only generally” 

and at this response, the hall was 
filled with a peel of laughter. When he 

met the Jesuits, he was jovial, cordial and 
diplomatic. Later in 2001 while I was doing my 

M.Phil and Ph.D at Ecoles des Hautes Etudes en 
Sciences Sociales in Paris, France, ten Brothers from our 

Province came to Paris. I took them to the Chapel at which St 
Ignatius and his first companions took their vows and to the 
Sacred Heart Basilica at Montmartre. At that time some Brothers 
were telling me with a lot of sadness that the Province was 
flooded with anonymous letters. It was a disturbing moment. 
A few weeks later, I heard that Fr General would be coming 
to Lyon to attend a meeting of Jesuits. I wrote to Fr Jacques 
Gellard, S.J., asking for an appointment with Fr General. 
His reply was prompt and positive. When I entered into his 
room, I was excited and ecstatic. Fr Kolvenbach smiled at me 
serenely. After recalling our meeting in IDEAS in 1987,I asked 
him about anonymous letters in our Province. Fr Kolvenbach 
said emphatically that Jesuits, if they had any grudge against 
anybody, they should cultivate the healthy habit of speaking 
to the concerned persons face to face without fear, and at the 
same time remain respectful and obedient and available for 
ministries. In the afternoon when he addressed the Jesuits in 
French, he used a phrase “emotional like Indian Jesuits”. The 
hall was filled with thunderous laughter. As he was an excellent 
linguist, he nuanced the phrase in such a way that even the 
Indian Jesuits could laugh heartily. I saw Fr A.M Varaparasadam, 
a former Provincial, who had come from La Réunion, laughing. 
When  I defended my Ph.D thesis successfully I sent a copy 
to Fr Kolvenbach along with the provisional certificate. He 
appreciated and encouraged me to continue my research 
work. I keep his letter as a precious souvenir. During his 
tenure as Superior General, he worked with commendable 
commitment for the service of faith and promotion of justice, 
like his predecessor Fr Pedro Arrupe, SJ. He stands certainly 
in our times as one of the most successful Superiors General, 
because he was able to assure simultaneously solidarity and 
loyalty to the Jesuit fraternity and to the Holy See.

- Maria Joseph M.Mahalingam, SJ
Madurai, T.N. - 625 514 

What values have we imbibed?
Thanks for the wonderful work you are doing with Jivan.

Congratulations on the editorial in the Nov-Dec ‘16 issue of 
Jivan in which you say, “It is a shame that the process has 
more to do with politics than with Providence in some Jesuit 
provinces!” It is time to keep asking ourselves, ‘Why have we 
joined the Society and what values have we imbibed? Will the 
wisdom in our Constitutions, and decrees and our spiritual 
and temporal traditions and practices ever trickle 
down to Jesuits of the lowest rung? Or will 
selfishness and politics prevail?              

- Ranjit Yawu, SJ
Sri Lanka

LETTERS

This new programme started at JDV, Pontifical 
Institute of Philosophy and Religion, Pune, is  a one- year 
rigorous programme in Ignatian Spirituality. Students 
who complete this P.G. Diploma may obtain an M.Th 
in Spirituality by doing one more year of studies in 
General Spirituality. Contact: Fr. Jossie D´Mello SJ/ JDV, 
Pontifical Institute of Philosophy and Religion/ Ramwadi, 
Nagar Road/ Pune - 411 014. Email: jdvdipign@gmail.
com; jossiedm@jesuits.net / Phone: +91 08625018646, 
020- 41036 144 / 111.

P.G. DIPLOMA in IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY
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Wish them well: One of the nice things I found 
in the French language is that there are a number of 
expressions for salutation. People do use them constantly 
throughout the day/week/month/ season/ occasion. Bon 
(good) seems to be said at the beginning and the end of 
every conversation. Perhaps that says something about 
the culture, and about people’s attitudes. 

Read a lot: From a young age, people here get 
into the habit of reading and personal reflection. It is 
wonderful to see so many people reading books in parks, 
while waiting in queues, while travelling in the Metro 
etc. Last summer, as one of the animators of a summer 
camp for students, I was amazed to see them constantly 
reading books during their free time.  

Don’t forget your history: 
One noticeable thing here is 
the care given to monuments, 
museums and historic places. 
Thus, this ‘City of Lights’ can 
attract millions of tourists from 
all over the world. Many streets, 
metro stations, parks etc., are 
named after famous people, of all 
ages. One senses that the present 
generation has a deep connection 
with its history. 

Don’t forget to play: The city 
is sports friendly, filled with many well-maintained public 
parks and swimming pools. There are publicly available 
bicycles, with a minimal charge, that are widely used. 
At weekends and during the school vacations, families 
come in large numbers to the parks to play games. The 
children get used to sports from a very early age.  

Express solidarity: In recent times, France has 
suffered from terrorist attacks. The atmosphere in Paris 
has changed much following the two horror attacks in 
2015 on the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo and on the 
Bataclan theatre. Amid the high security alerts, people’s 
solidarity in standing by the victims and standing against 
terrorism is something extraordinary. It was evident to 
witness nearly 1.6 million people who turned up for the 
solidarity march in the city following the Charlie Hebdo 
attack. 

Know the differences but be united: At Centre 
Sèvres, the Jesuit Faculty of Paris, we meet students and 
religious from many countries. There are Jesuits from 
more than 30 provinces, including 8 from India. It makes 
a wonderful platform for us to interact with each other, 
and learn about cultural differences. Many ask questions 
about the Indian situation, and seem quite amazed at 
how different our reality is from theirs. There are many 
well-attended conferences organised at Centre Sèvres 
throughout the year, with a strong international focus.  

Build a community: In all the 10 Jesuit 
Communities in Paris there is 
a regular community meeting 
every Monday evening. It 
generally begins with the 
Holy Eucharist at about 7 pm, 
followed by community dinner; 
then the community gathers 
for about one and a half hours, 
to share information or listen 
to an input from a speaker.

Be learned but humble: 
The Jesuit Community where 
I am staying includes many 
professors of philosophy and theology, most of whom 
publish prolifically, and are always giving talks here and 
there. They are disciplined; they work intensely. They 
are extremely humble and their life style is simple. I am 
blessed to live with them. I learn much from the senior 
Jesuits.

Make the liturgy meaningful: I appreciate the 
way the liturgy is conducted in many churches here in 
Paris. There is a lot of participation by the laity, who 
regularly animate the proceedings. Different programmes 
are organised to meet the needs of different age-groups 
among the faithful. There is a much-appreciated Mass in 
the Jesuit church in Paris for young adults. It is creatively 
organized every Sunday evening and people come 
regularly in large numbers from in and around Paris. 
They clearly find the celebration meaningful. 

Lessons for Life Sch Sathyabalan, SJ (MDU) is doing his 
third year theology at Centre Sèvres, Jesuit 
Faculty of Paris. He stays at the Jesuit 
Community attached to the Institute.

By Sathyabalan, SJ

I’ve learned
from Paris...

LESSONS



We, in De Nobili College, Pune, along with DNC Tarumitra team, 
are exploring ways to live our intimate link with Mother Earth. 
“Clean and Green is DNC’s Dream” is our motto for this year and we 
try to realize it in every activity.

Reconciliation of Spirit with Nature: We celebrated the 
Eucharist on an altar set before Pope Francis Herbal Garden on the 
anniversary of the encyclical, ‘Laudato Si’. The theme for one day of 
the novena of St Ignatius was ‘Ignatius and Ecology.’ We began with 
the liturgy in the bosom of Mother Earth and ended with the evening 
prayer - a deep experience of finding God in all things. We prayed 
for Creation with the Orthodox tradition and Pope Francis on 01 
September, the “Creation Day”. We now realize that our spirituality 
is a spirituality of soil and mud.

Reconciliation of Labour with Nature: Christ is not just a 
cosmic person but a cosmic tree (John 15). We all planted saplings on 
Vanmahotsav Day in August, with a great downpour blessing us! We 
realized that soiling our hands was a way of reconciling our labour 
with Creation. We nurture ‘our’ trees like a new born in a family, 
with regular audit of their growth. Pope Francis Herbal Garden, with 
60 plus varieties of rare medicinal plants, is a monumental effort 
of the team. Going organic in agriculture is gathering momentum, 
under the leadership of our Minister, Fr. Jacob. 

Reconciliation of Lifestyle with Nature: How shall we 
leave the earth to those coming after us? Think of all the waste we 
generate each day! We now segregate the waste at the source. Our 
rooms and corridors have two dust bins, for bio-degradable and 
non-biodegradable waste; the latter is disposed off as per norms, 
while biodegradable and kitchen waste are transformed into 
Vermicompost, a wealth for our organic farming. All the waste water 
in the campus is recycled in a three-stage ecological purification 
process with the help of some rare plants. 

Reconciliation of World to Nature: The DNC Tarumitra 
members have set up eco clubs in Pune schools. Children’s enthusiasm 
is an inspiration and a boost for us. We suggest to them a yearly 
planner of eco activities. We promote ‘Nature Walk’ for students in 
our campus. They learn to serve Mother Earth. Eco noticeboards at 
DNC remind us to involve more in eco action than eco talk.    

- Sch Nikhil George, SJ (KER)

Reconciliation with Creation at DNC, Pune



“Everything starts with a sunrise,
but it’s what we do before it sets that matters.”

MOMENTS

- K. Mcgraw
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